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COPIES of a N~.TB OD &lan by the Officiatir~g Under Secretary at  Fort William, 
datcld tlre 20th day of Deoember 1867:-and of DESPATCHEI and M a w o a ~ r ~ q  
or EXTRACTS from DEBPATCHES or M e r o a a n u a ,  which have been sent to the 
Go\ernment of Id io  since 1866, by hlr. Forsyth, or other Officer. on the 
Frontier, au to  the TRADE of' India with Easter~ Turkesfarr. or the Countrim 
between it and the Ptmjab. 

S E I S T A N .  

NOTE on the Relations of Seistan with Afghanistm and Persia, by the Officiating 
Under Secretary to the Government of India in the Foreign Department. 
Fort William, 20 December 1867. 

SEISTAN is situated on the banks of the H e l n ~ u n ~ l ,  and con~prist~s an area of 
nor more than 500 squzlra miles, being I~ounded or1 the north and ~iortli-east by 
Khorasan, O I I  the west by Persia, and being separated ti-om hlrliran on the south 
and south-east by an uninhabited desert. Previously to 1740 A.D., the province, 
equally with Afghanistan, formed part of the Persian dominions; but in that 
vcar i t  \ \as added t,o the new kingdom of' Afghanistan by .4h111ed Shah, the 
founder of the Sudozye dynasty: During t l~ i s  monarch's long rvie;o i t  I-emained 
subject to his authority, and ~t was only towards the close of his successor's 
(Timoor Shah) life that it attempted to shake oft' its allegiance. On Tirnoor 
Shah's dei~th its independence was complete, and it re~nained for many years 
unmolested either by Persia or Afghanistan. 

Wljen in 1796 Aga Mahomed Khan subdue11 Khorasan and annrsed that 
country to Persia, Ire left Seistan in undisturbed enjoyment of its frcetlon~, and 
later, in 1810, when Captain Christie travelled tl~rough the province, hc. t'onnd 
it still governed by independent chiefs. 

'1.0 the north of' Seistan lies the small district of Lash Jowein, whose history 
and firrtuues are intimately connected with t h o ~ e  of the larger principality. 
When Seistan belonged to Persia, Lash .Towein was also Persian, and it appear8 
to 11ave been included with it  in the nets kingdom of Afghanistan by Ahmed 
Shah. In  later days, however, i t  would seenl not to liave established its inde- 
pentlence so rhoroughly as Sejstan, for within the last 30 years t l~ere  is proof of 
its havi11g paid tribute to Heri~t.  

About the time of the English expedition into Afghanistan tlre Persian Govrrn- 
ment took advantage of the Afghans' attention being diverted elsewhere to rellew 
their pretensions to sovereignty over Seistan. In  1853 the Persinn standard was 
hois~ed at  thr capital, and the protection of that power iidmitted at Ieast b!. one 
or  more of the chiefs. Kohendil Khan, a t  that rime the ruler of Candnhar, 
despatched an envoy to the Persian Court by way of remonstrance, but during 
the nc,gociations which ensued Kohendil Khan died, the subject was dropped, and 
the Persian flag retained its position. I t  is probable that the claims of r i \ d  chiefs 
in Seistan made interference more easy Ily enabling the Shah to espouse the 
cause of one 01. other, in the hope of' eventually re-establishing the old supremacy 
of Persia. Indeed in 1858 we learn that one aspirant after power procured the 
assistance of two Persian regiments on condition that, if successful, he should 
rule in the Shall's name. Unfortunately for the latter's object the chief mas put 
to death in the same year, but since that event tile Persian Government have 
never allowed any long interval to elapse without reasserting its claim. Mr. 
Thomson, attach6 a t  Teheran, writing to the English Government in June 1863, 
considered that the I'ersian Government liad never taken upon themselves any 
direct interference in the local government of Seistnn, nor had they exercisetl any 
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authority over t l ~ e  country, but had limited their eforts to a certain amount 
of indirect influence over thc  reigning chief I)y giving him pecuniary aid, and by 
occasionally conferring dresscs of honour on subordinate chiefs who acknowledged 
his title. Subsequent events, I~owever, seem to imply a very decided wish on 
tile part of the Shall to  establish a Iboting in Seistan under cover of protecting 
Taj Mal~ometl Khan, the reigning chief, from the inroads of the Afghans. Taj 
Mahomcd Khan has held the reins of gover r~n~ent  s i ~ ~ c e  1861, having succoeded 
to yo\rer by killing llis uncle, Ali IChan, the former chief; in a rebellion. His 
tendencies are evidently towards Persia, ant1 as without external aid lie has diffi- 
culty in maintaining his territory intact, he looks to Teheran for support. His 
greatest rival a t  home is Ahn~ecl I<han, governor of Lash and Jowein, who has 
enormously increased his interest ant1 influence in Seistan and Beloochistan 
during the last few years by n l a r r y i ~ ~ g  the daughter of Ibraliim Khan, a Beloocl~ee 
chief, whose principal estates are on the eastern and southern sides of tile Seistan 
Lake. Originally Ahmed Khan was also an ally of Persia. In  1856-57 he 
acquiesced in the Lash Fort being stored with grain by the Persian Government. 
But his relations changed in time, and for some years he has tl~rowri in his lot 
with Shere Ali Khan. 

As early as 1863 Taj Blahomcd Khan, fearing the threats of annexation made 
by the Afgl~ans, sent his brother Kohendil Khan to Teheran. His object was to 
ascertain what support, if any, l'ersia would give in case of attack. The  inten- 
tions of the Afghans were a t  this time well kno\\rn in 'l'eheran. An expedition 
ordered by Dost klahomed l ~ a d  only been abandoned in consequence of that 
chiefs death. I n  the course of cor~versntion with Mr. Thomson in August 1863 
the Persian Minister for'Foreign Affairs had certified his opinion that  sooner o r  
later the Afghans would be sure to  " renew their project and attempt the occupa- 
tion of Seistirn, but  that the  Persian Government considered that country to  
belong to the Shah's dominions, of wllicli i t  formed a n  integral part, and that 
they mould not hesitate for a moment should Afghan troops enter Seistan, but 
would a t  once despatch a force t o  resist any such aggressive movement." This 
determination was reiterated two years later by the Shah himself to the British 
Minister a t  Teheran, although he kncw that the Government which the latter 
represented considered Seistan as a disputed territory between Persia and 
Afghanistan. In  connection with this assertion of Persia's ownership in Seistan 
i t  is curious to notice tliat, in the map of' Persia and the adjacent count.ries pub- 
lished 30 years ago, and now current in Teheran, and recognised as  correct by  
educated Persians, neither Seistau nor Lash Jowein are included within the 
limits of tlie Persian dominions. 

In  July 18G3, it  was rumoured in Bleshed tliat h/lal~omed Ameen Khan had 
marched upon Seistan \vitli an Afghan force, and had taken two forts. Koliendil 
Khan, 011 liis way home from Teheran, applied t.hereupon to the Prince Governor 
of Kliorasan for a military force and ammullition, and \\,as told in answer that 
the demand would be complied with if the  Chief of Seistan himself sent i n  a 
requisition, in writing, to s l~ow what he wanted in the wily of ammunition, and 
to what extcnt. The nlriter, howcver, who gives this information hints a t  the  
uselessness of the  promise, by stating, that  when Abbas Khan was a little time 
before on the Seistan frontier \\tit11 a view to counteract any inroad of the Afghans, 
t l~ough  'l'aj Mahomecl Khan was very desirous tliat permission should be given 
him to march with his nien on the capital of Seistan, in order to  be prepared for 
thc Afghans, the rest of the Seistan chiefs and the principal people of the country 
~vould not hear of such an arrangement, and refused to allow the Persian regiment 
t o  enter their territory. 

T l ~ e  next we hear from Meshed is in February 1864, that four guns nrere being 
sent to Seistan, and that  of threc regiments ordered thither one had left, and 
another was ready to start. With reference to t l ~ e  operations of this same year, 
Sir  Herlry Green (see paragraph 5 of his letter, in page 26 of the printed corre- 
spondence) also reports that the Persian officer in  charge of Meshed wrote to 
Mahomed Ameen Khan, then ruler of Candahar, informing him that  a Persian 
force would be stationed in Seistan merely for the purpose of keeping the roads 
open for mercliants. The arrangement was agreed to on the part of Afghanistan, 
but no force was actually sent. 

No furtller movements of Persian troops are reported till May 1866, when, in 
the absencc of Shere Ali K1ls11 on an expedition against Sirdar Mahomed Afiul 
U a n ,  in Cabul, Mahomed Ismael Khan, Governor of Kerman, by special orders 
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from Teheran, entered Seistan will1 six guns and four regiments. ?'his is pro- 
bnbly tlre su~ne  force as is n;e~rtiotied by Sir H. Green, iu paragraph 2, of I i id  Lt-tter, 
Ko. 1,151 (see page 27 of the pliuted correq~oridence). llis detk~ila dilrer n little. 
He puts their strength at 6,000 merr and 12 guns, a~rd  gives u t l~eir con~ruander 
Snlee Mahomed Khan. t l e  fur t l~cr  slates, tlrnt the principal clriefs of the 
country;?'qj hlalromcd Kllan, Kolre~~tlil I<llan, a sou of Ali Iihan, Ahrned Khan, 
and .ruany others of lesser note, tier(: fol.rl~witli drl~orted to Telleran. 

About the same t i r ~ ~ e  a body of 10,000 nrrn, uuder 3lirza lbrilrim Khan, 
arrived fro111 Mcsllcd by way of Ki~yn,* and occupicd tlre territory north of the 
Hel~nund,  erccted four large arid str.ong forts, and Legan to collect the revenue. 
Sir Henry Greer~ alludes to this latter iul-o;id in paragraphs 6 and 8 of his 
Letter, No. 13% (see IJiige 26 of the printed col.l.esponder~ce), but mentions the 
erection of one fort only, called Dost .\Jalio~r~etl Klian, tlre positiou of wlrich he 
places w a r  Sekooha, the capital, a t  longi~udr G 1 °  E. arrd latitudo 3V 45' N. on 
Keitli Jo!insonls Map, No. 31. H e  rel~orts that the troops were rriaintained with 
oase by the produce of tlic country, tl~rougliout wl~icll, as on the rntire length 
of the road from Meshed to tlie Helmund, everytlli~lg needful fur a n  arlrly of 
frorn 10,000 to 50,000 nlen could Ire found in abundance. 

On 17th June 1867 t l ~ e  Llritish E~nbassy at Teheran wits officially informed by 
Mr. 'l'l~omson, writing from Meshed, that l 'aj M a l ~ o ~ ~ r e d  Kliar~ was there await- 
ing tlie Sllith's p e r ~ ~ ~ i s s i o n  to return to Seistau. 111 colnmon with the Governors 
of other ~ieighl~ouring provinces he lrad bee11 summoned t l~i ther  to pay his 
r e s ~ e c t s  to his Rlajesty, wlro was making a royal progress through the Persian 
dominions. His reception a t  Rleslied Irad in I I ~  wise differed from that of 
Governors holding ofice as suljjccts under the Persian Government, but it was 
doul,tful ~vhetller, under the circumstiurces of the Pc.r,sia~~ occupation of Seiatarr, 
and tlie fact that his brother, Kolwndil Khan, hat1 been for solrle tirne detained a t  
Teheran as a sort of hostage for the chief's conduct, Ire would be allowed to 
returr~ without first agrceing to such terms as the I'ersian Rliniaters niight 
choose to impose upon him either for service to be perforn~etl, or for tlie pnyrnent 
of tribute or revenue to the Shah's Treasury. This account, witl~ a liberal 
allowance for discrepancy in dates,t probably refers to the same move~uent or1 
the part of Taj  Mal~omed Khan, as tliat wliicli Sir ki. Green mentions in 111s 
Letter, No. 1451, referred to abo\.e, when 11e says that the cl~ief was, wirh otliers 
named, transported to Teheran. The assuniption in t l ~ i s  case is rendered more 
likely by l i~ter  intelliger~ce, furnislred by hl r .  Thomson fro:li 'reheralr, under date . 
1st October 1867. He annoulices the arriv;~l, some weeks before, of tlie chief 
of Seistan and his brother, \vho had been recently seized in Mrshed, and sent as 
prisoners to the Persian capital. They would not, he added, be permitted to 
retur~i  to their own country, but would liave a present allowauce from the Sl~al i  
a t  the rate of 700 tolnans a year, arid would be ilt liberty to send one of their 
attendants to  Seistan, under the charge of a Government officer, to make such 
arrangements as they chose regardil~g their private property, and to bring to 
Teheran any such nielnbers of their fariiilj as they niight wish to have with 
them. 

The relations of the Shah with the various parties interested in Seistan are 
made more complicated by the arrival of Sllnli Newaz Klian at Meshed or1 6th 
July, 1667, to wait upon his Majesty. This illall was the son of the late Sultau, 
Alimed Khan, formerly r111er of llerat, and sided with Ameer Afzul Kl~ari in 
his s~ruggle  against Slierc Ali Khan in 1866 ; but for some reason not clearly 
known, he witlldrew llimself or was dislnissed from tlie Cabul chief's force at  
Candahar. Tl~ence he proceeded to Seistan, and afterwards reached Meshed, by 
way of Beepjend, having previously received h e  Sl~ah's permission to l ~ i s  visit. 
His object in going is supposed to have been a desire to obtain the coulitenance 
of I'eraia to~vards re-instating hin~self in the governmeut of Herat, in case 
Shere Ali Khan should sustain a second defeat a t  the Irands of his brotl~er, 
Afzul Khan, and so render \lie position of Mahomed Yakool) 1<lia11 (the present 
ruler of Herat and Iris owl1 son) precarious. Later in the same month, ou the 

15th, 

The various correspondents use ditierentlp the words Kayn, GUJII, Kayen, aud Kainst, to 
designate, as Ihr as I car) ascertoin, one and the same place. 

t Such variation will not, perhaps, be deemed so important as it  olherwise rni~ht be mlreu it is 
considered that both at Meshed and Jncobabad our only sources of iuformntiun are Natives. 
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15th, Mahomed Yakoob Khan himself arrived, having been apparently s u ~ n n ~ o n e d  
to hleshed by special En\,oy. IIis receptiorr, as also that of Shah hewaz Klran, 
was marked with all due ceremony and ourward signs of resl~ect. 

Meanwhile, in July 1667, a Persian h ~ r c e  of 4,000 illfantry and 12 guns had 
entered Seistan urldrr the commar~d of Meer A l l u ~ n  Khan, the chief of Kay].  
011 it6 arrival the force brought in tlie previous yeHr by Salee Mal~wnctl Khan 
was withdlawp to Tellcsran. I t  is reported t l ~ i ~ t  neitl~er of the above comnia~~ders  
l ~ a s  levied any taxe+ upon the people except taking one head of ci~ttle in every 
40. Several chiefs of' note who had 111ade tl~t.r~~selves obnoxious Crave been 
seized during last autumn and carried away to Tt,heriln. TWO chiefs have 
al*o becw token into the pay of the Persian commander, ant1 entrusted each with 
a I~od!; of 100 horsemen to act as police. A new I O I ~  has been erected a t  Dus- 
tuck, or1 the north bank of the Helmund, nnrl a1 il little distance fiom the 
eastern shore of the Seistan Lake. I t  is buill in the form of square, wit11 sides 
of about 700 faces each, and the walls have so far reached a height of five feet. 
The Persian Ibrces, to the number of abt,ut 5,000 nlen, incluJi l~g mounted 
troops and 12 guns, are encamped near the fort, and are, in the absence of Meer 
Allum Khan, who has proceeded with 100 l~orse to Kayn, under the temporary 
command of Zaim-oollah-deen. The fort of Stbkool~a, the Seistan chieI"s resi- 
dence and etlmngholcl, has heen destroyed, as likewise have 24 lesser forts in 
v a r i o ~ ~ s  parts of the couotry. Sonre iron machinery hi16 also been received f1.om 
Teheran, by which the stream of' the H e l n ~ ~ r n d  has been turned for irrigational 
purposes, and thereby rich and plentiful crops have been ensured. 

Ibrahim Khan, the  Beloochee chief of whom mention has been made above, is 
reported to have been forced by the Persian troops under tlie command of' the 
chief of Kilyn, to  evacuate several forts which he held on the left bank of the 
Helmund, and to have ret,ired with his people to the right bank. The  Persians 
had likewise crossed the river and captured the fbrt of Nad Ali, and were o i~ ly  
restrained from following Ibrahim Khan into his strongl~old of Cheken Soor by 
the remonstrance of Sirdar Afzul Khan, Afghan Governor of Furruh. On 
desisting fiom their intention they recrossed the Helmund, leaving or~ly a few 
men in Nad Ali. A still later account from Sir H. Green annoilnces that the 
Persian con~mander had douehis best to have Ibral-~irn Khan seized, and for this 
purpose had applied to Mahomed Azim Khan, the ruler of Cahul, but wirliout 
the wished-for effect. 

Shalr Newaz Khan is reported on the same authority to be on his way to 
Kurrachee, a l ~ d  Meer Afzul Khan, son-in-law of Shere Ali Khan, is said to  be 
in treaty with the ruler of C;~bul  to deliver over to  him the Ii'ort of Flcltrah, 
which commands the north-easc cornel* of Seistan. 

I t  only remains to be i~dded that  the present correspondence does 1101 show 
what llas become of the force of 10,000 men which entered Seistan by way of 
Kayr~, ~uider klirza Ibral~im Khan's command in May 1866. Sir Henry Green, 
in his letter of December gth, merely says-" The Persian troops, who are en- 
camped near the fort, consist of 5,000 horse and foot, wit11 12 guns." T l ~ i s  
expression leaves it  doubtful whether he writes of all the Persian troops in  
Seistan, or only of those about the fort. Urder the former supposition, i t  is to  
be presumed that Mirza Ibrahim's force has been withdrawn. 

Charles Girdlestone. 
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TRADE WITH CENTRAL ASIA, 

(Polltioal, No. 164). 

T h e  Governor General of India in Council to  t h e  Secretary of State for India. 

Simla, 8 October 1866. 
ADVERTING t o  the  correspondence forwarded with our  Deepatch, No. 12, dated 

30 Ju ly  1864 (Revenue), we have the  honour t o  
t r ansk i t ,  for (he information of H e r  ?v1ajestyPs Noto Mr. T. D. Pomvlh, C o ~ ~ n s r o f  Julldur.  

dakd 1st Augult IHW. Govemmellt ,  copies of t h e  Papers marginally noted No, Mr. T. n. Furs,.,).,, c ~ ~ ~ - ~ ~ ~ ,  of Jddw, 
on t h e  eubject of the  trade of British India with dated 28tl1 ~ u g u s t  1808. 

To Seeretar).,Gorernment, l'uqjmb, d ~ t d  10th bp(ember Central  Asia, vid Eastern Turkestan, and tlie 180B, wO. 
obstacles occasioned b the exactious of the Cash- 
mere official. a t  L~.L;K. 

(EXTRACT.)-NOTE by T. D. Fnrsyth, Esq., Con~missioner and Superintendent, 
Julinder Division, dnted Spiti, 1 August 1866. 

The sul)ject of trade between India and Ccntral Asia was ably and Fully discussed in 
a Re  ort* drawn up by Mr. R. H. Davies, under the orders of Sir R. hlontgomer . S, P m h e n h y  
shortyy after reading this, I accompanied Sir R. Yontgoniery on his tow through CW{- f'apr, No. 66, of 
mere, and had ample opportunities of learnincr the btate of trade bctneen that country and la. 
Yarkand. But littlc real kno\vledge was lia8 cither of Russin'~ power or her iuteution~; 
but there was generally a sort of uridefined fear that she coultl and would atretcli forth 
her hand and sweep the whole commerce of Asia into her grasp. Detern~iued, therefore, 
to ascertain thc truth as far as possible, I paid a visit to R u ~ s i a  in 1861, :md wna present 
at  the great Nijni Novgorod fair. From the very interesting rrports of Mr.  Savile 
Lumlcy, Eecretary to the Embabsy at  St. Petersburg, and from couversation with him, 
and many English, Scotch, and Russian merchants therc, I gatliercc! much information, 
which was duly reported to the Punjnb Government. The p ~ t h  of this infor~nation ml~s, 
that Russia, when seen nearer, is not to be so r ~ ~ u c h  dreaded as a rival in commerce. 
There are causes at  work in the abolition of serfdom and the general movement in favour 
of liberty, which will give am le en~ploy~nent to all their factories and merchants to supply 
the newly-stimulated wanb o!their own countrymen, so that little will be left for export 
for some time to come. An intelligent Scotch merchant on the Volga told me thnt 
already our merchants were spoilin their trade by entering Asia from the Black Sea; 
and it is the unanimous opinion of 5 whom 1 consulted that in all the countries uorth of 
India we ought to have absolute commnnd of the market. 

I was told that shortly after our occu1)ation of Cabul in 1838, our good. con~pletely 
drove the Russian trade out of the ~narket, and had the supply of articles of the mule 
quality continued, we should have held our own. As it is, the qualit of woods supplied 
fell off, and the Russians then regained their footing. The principle &en Lid down wao, 
that we should send in a continuous supply of goods of superior quality, and then me have 
nothing to fear. 

On assuming charge of the Trans-Sutlej Division on my return to India, I Iiave made 
i t  my business to study the question further, and have just completed a tour through the 
frontier provinces of Lahoul and Spiti, the people of which coui~tries trade with Yarkand 
and Khotan. 

I learn from them that English goods of a superior kind are much in demand in those 
markets, and Russia can only compete when our supply fails. But they tell me thnt 
whatever be sent from India, in three years' time nn imitation, but of course an inferior 
article, is supplied from Russia, which is purchased on1 for want of the better. 

The conclusion, then, that we may arrive at  is, t%t all other considerations being 
favooroble, i t  is our own fault if me allow this opportunity of securing the exteusion of our 
trade to slip out of our hands. 

Now let us take up the other considerations. 
Yarkand and Khotan are two Maliomedan provinces which have been for a long time 

under the Chinese yoke, but during the last two years have luauaged to emanoipate them- 
selves from foreign rule. Hitherto they have been most hostile to all strangers, but now 
they have occasion for our aid to protect themselves from the return of the Chinese on 
one hand, or from being swallowed up by the Russians on the other. 
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They are ready, then, to rcccive us, have already Ilospitably entertained one Egglish- 
man who has adventured itito their country, and have sent an an~bavsador to seek our 
nssistance. 

There would appear to be every reason, thcn, mhy wc should reciprocnte those friendly 
advances, and improve a trltde a l r e d  existin . 

I n o n  come to consider the stimte orour  t n &  as i t  is a t  present with these countries. 
There are two great routes to Yarkand from the plains of Ind ia ;  one passe* througl~  

Crslr~ncre and Ladakh;  the other goes thrbu rh I<ulu and Lahomll to Lsdakh. Tllere 
i. a third route acmss Spiti and through thc blminer frontier, but  i t  is not n luc l~  used, 
and there arc many pr;tctical ol~jcetiontr to it. 

The  route tllrouglm Lnhoul is the more ancient, and is, moreover, decidedly the n ~ o s t  
direct; but  owing to certain obstacles i t  has not as y e t  been used as freely as i t  might be, 
and trade a t  present flows languidly amidst many l~indrauccs through the C;lsl~:nerc 
channel. 

I purpose now to set  forth the advantagee of the Lahoul route, and to shorn how the 
obstacles may all be removed by a stroke of the Viceroy's pcn. 

T l ~ c  prominent advantage of the Lahnul route is, that our tradcrs can then mnrch 
througll British territory to wit l~in 23 days'joorncy of lchotan, whereas by Cashmere 
they are upwards ol' 63 lnarchca froln our frontier to thc s:lmc point. Then, too, there 
are inln~ense taxes and exactions levied on mcrchnnts passing through Casl~nierc, from 
whiclm they arc cxmm t in tra\elling through our country. 

The Trilns-Sutlej bivision of the Punjab juta out  likc a promontory into thc sea of 
Himalayan Alouutains, and enables us from British soil to stand and survey a t  a com- 
pamtivcly close distnncc all that  goes on between Cn=l~incrc on one side, and China on 
tlmc other, with the foreign countries spre;ttl out  bcfore us. 

T h c  road up to the British frontier a t  Liiigti is quite passable for laden animals, and 
with a little further outlay might be made most easy. 

There are two passcs; the llotang, 13,900 feet, and Bara Lncha, 16,OGO fect. T h c  
Rotang Pass hns ncquircd uuenviablc notoriety, not merely fbr the frequent losses of life 
in its passage, but  lately as bcing the pass over which Lord Elgin made his fatal journcy. 
Fonncrly this pass was impmcttcnble for ponies, and the Chandra River, with its birch 
twig bridge, mas \vl~olly impnssable for cattle. B u t  within the last few years an c x c e l l c ~ ~ t  
riding road 11:~s been made over the pasa, and a substantial wooden bridge spans the 
Chanilra. All  through the Lahoul Valley, and up to t l ~ c  top of the Bara Lacha Pass, 
the road may he ridden over \\.it11 easc and safety. EIcrc and thcre bad places arc to be 
met  with, requiring a little engineering slcill aild the application of soine blabting 
powder. 

For  a comparatively trifling outlay, then, the road to within 23 day" journey of I<hotnn 
might be made a broad highway for traffic. 

B u t  there arc present obstacles morc serioue to trade which money will not remove. 
I n  order to get  fronm British ground to the Rhotan market, trader8 must nccds pass 

through Ladakh, and the &faharajah of Cashmere, our tributary aud ally, bound b y  
every tie of gratitude and allegiance to further our interests, has practically determined t o  
do everything in his powcr to pu t  a stop to our trade, and to throw every obstacle in the 
~ v n y  of our progress. 

F o r  vears i n s t  the Lnhoul traders havc comulained of the exactions lcvied on their 
goods is t h c i  pass through Lch, the capital of h l a k l l .  l<etnonstranccs may have been 
made to the Alaharnjah, and I believe he has made professions of a desire to relax his 
oI)l~ression : but the fact, for which I can officially vouch, remains the Eame, that  he has 
not abated one iota of his heavy transit dutics on all tradcrs who pass b y  the Lahoul 
route. 

I t  is the avowed intention of the Cashmere Government, openly acltnowled~cd in the 
L e h  market, to prohibit all goods from passing by the La l~oul  route. Traders %om Bus- 
sahir, owing to an old convention betmeen the viziers of the two countries, are allowed to 
pass their goods through a t  half the rates irnposed on the ICulu and I.ahoul tradcrs, 
who have to sneak through thc country, and have to pay heavy douceurs in addition to the 
regular taxes to escape all kinds of petty annoyances. Nor does the evil end hcrc. I n  
the days of Native rulc, when l i u l u  and Ladalih each had their indcpendcnt rajah, a 
kind of convcrtion was cstal~lishcd bctn~ecn the two countries to put a stop to the  fre- 
quent reprisal8 made by cach on the other's tmdc. A n  annual interchange of presents was 
made 11y the sovereigns, in virtue of which lncrchnntv passed fronl one country t o  the 
other free of n1olcst;ltion. 

O n  the bouleversenlent which followed the Sutlcj campaign of 1845-46, mhcn R u l u  
and Lahoul bccanlc British provinces, and Goolab Sing purchased the sovcreignty of 
Cashmere and Ladalth, the Lahoul people, thinking all fear of reprisals a t  an end, dis- 
continued thc aynient of thcir annual offering, and did not C X ~ J C C ~  any rcturn from 
Ladalh .  B u t  kholab Singh soon asserted his rights, i ~ n d  plundercd thc property of the 
Lahoul traders, one year taking 13,000 rupces, and another year somewhat Icss, from thc  
merchanb, and thrcntened to contiuuc his att:~cks unless he wcrc regularly paid. E v e r  
since then a vakecl from L:tdalth has paid an annu:tl visit to L;lhoul, and having I ~ r c s c ~ ~ t c d  
a pony and a piece of cloth, valued a t  the outside a t  about 60 rupees, to  thc Negu of 
Lahoul, collects in return from the various villag.es 32 n~aunds  of iron, and about 125 
rupees in cash, ns tribute to his master. Tha t  this is pure tribute I havc not the blightest 
doubt, for sucll i t  is called by the ~ ~ c o p l e ,  and the paltry prescnt of a pony and piece of 
cloth citnnot in any \ray be considered an interchange of presents. 

This 
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Thia state of thing8 wns reported by Mr. L all three yeara ago, but somehow or other 
the BIal~a~mjah maurged to hold n veil behre t i c  truth, and represented the trnnsactil,n u 
an intercllange of presel~la, at  the discontinuance of \vl~ich he would feel nggrie\ed. I t  
waa alsoallegcd that the Lnhoulees obtained equivalent ndvantnges fur their ~ ) n y n i c ~ ~ t ,  and 
so the tax was upheld. 

IY11nt the advantages derived from the payment are I have fi~iled to mcertain. I t  
surely is 110 privilege \vurtli paying for to be allo~red to trade undcr double thc cxactiona 
levied fiom otherrl. Tlie sitnj)le fact id, that the Lalioulee3 llay becauae tlicy see no 
other way of being nllowcd to trade at all ; and whether it be ca~lled tribute, or be di+ 
guiscd ~ ~ o d e r  the pleasant garb of intcrchnnge of presents, it is a tax which tlrcy would 
gladly cscnpe if the British G o \ c r n m c ~ ~ t  would secure for thcrn the free riglit to tmcle. 

Such are tlie exactions lcvied on our traders, tlint all small merchnnta have been driven 
from the field, and even Tars Chund, Ncgu of Lahoul, nnd the representati\e of our 
Ciovernnlent on this fruutier, hns found it necessary to take a journey to the Court of 
Janlou and propitiate tllc Maharajah by o1)cn I io~nqe  and acknowledgment ol llij power. 
The consequence is, that the necessities of their position have driven the Lahouleea to 
divide their allegiance between Cashmere and Engl:uld. 

But  fortunately for our interest8 English merchants l~ave  appeared on the field, and are 
takiug up the trade which had wcll nigh been stitled by the hlaharajnh, aud tliev have 
quickly appreciated tlie real btate of the case, and are now about to solicit tlie l)rdtcction 
of the Govern~nent for the interest of Britkh tradera. 

During my visit to Lalioul and Spiti I have ascertained the forcgoi~ig facts, and have 
propowed to the Punjab Government to be nllowed to visit IEhotan, in order to secure 
the interests of the tradera belonging to this division, for which I am in duty bound to - - 

care. 
But i t  is necessary first to sccure t l ~ e  abolition of transit duties passing tlirounh 

Ladakl~. Everywhere else transit dues are being abandoned, and they aliould not \e 
maintained in Cashmere. 

Even gmnting the right of the 3laliarajal1 to exact customs due on goods piused 
through the Leh market, still tliere should be no impost on goods passing outide tile 
town, and unopened. The direct road from Lahoul to Kliotru does uot touch Leh;  
i t  passes through an angle of Ladckli territory, and no town or market is f o u ~ ~ d  on the 
way. 

Thus there nre but three objects to be achieved, and they all appear easy of a ccom- 
plishment, and our trade with Central Asin may be estnblisllcd on a peniianent and 
profitable footing : 

First, the road has to be improved s t  a compamtively amall cost. 
Second, me have to call on the Maharajah to follon. the example of other countries 

and abolish his transit dues. 
Third, we have to enter into commercial relations with IEliotan and 'arkand, the 

rulers of which are ready to receive us \\,it11 open arms 
I was quite unaware of the r e ~ u l t  of Mr. Johnson's visit to Khotan when I proposed to 

the Punjab Government to pay a visit to Khotan, and even now I know nothing beyond 
the bare fact of his having gone and returned in safety. 

NOTE by Mr. T. D. Forsyth, Con~missioner of Julinder ; dated 28 August 1866. 

IN 1864 an agreement was entered into between the Lieutenant Governor of the 
Punjab and the Maharajah of Cashmere for the reductiou of the tariff on English goods 
imported into Cashmere. 

Tlie intention of the Punjab Government was that the reduced scale sl~ould be applied 
to all goods sent into Cnshnlere by any route. 

But  it has not been applied to articles of trade passing by way of Lahoul, on which tlle 
old heavy rates are still levied. 

Some of the most important articles are taxed aa follo\vs:- 

0piuni.-The average value is 133 rupees per maund, on which the following dues 
are levied :- 

Customs - - - - - - - 
Choongee-  - - - - - - 
N U Z Z U ~  Bhattee a t  1 j  annas per rupee - 
Brokerage 2 per cent. - - - - 

TOTAL - - - Rs. 

Rs. ( I ,  p. 
2 8 - 
- 13 2 

12 7 6 
- 2 11 

-- 
18 8 2 =about 14 per cent. 
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Sugar.-Value of a maund 16 rupees :- 
Cuetomdues - - - - - - 
Choongee- - - - - - - 
Nuzzur Bhattee - - - - - - 
Brokerage - - - - - - - 

3 2 9- 18 per c c ~ ~ t .  

C1otlrr.-Value varies. 
Customadues - - - - - - 1 4  - 
Chnongee and other taxes a t  a percentage on] Same above. 

the vdue. 

Irus.-Value of a maund 8 rupees :- 
O n  this custonis dues are - - - - 2 - - = 25 per cent. 

Churnus.-Value of a bhar varies from 100 rupees to 200 rupees. 
On this a tax of 20 rupees is taken without weighing the goods, besides 
all other customa dues. 

The  above rates are taken in Ladakh on all goods passed through L a d a k l ~ ,  whether 
they are opcned or not. N o  clistillctiori is ~ n a d e  between goods in transit and goods taken 
into r l ~ c  Lch market. 

From tlic Secretary to the Government of India, Forcign Department, with tlie Governor 
Gencral, to the Secretary to Government, Punjab (No. 930); dated Simla, 10 Sep- 
tember 1866. 

REFERRING to the letter of Mr. T. D. Forsyth to your address, dated 18th J u l y  1866, 
and a notc by the same officer, dated 1st August, on the trade with Central Asia and the 
obstacles occasioned by the exactions of the Ladakh authorities, I arn directcd by the 
Right Honourable the Governor General in Council to communicate the followin:: obser- 
vatlons for the gnidnnce of the Honourable the Lieutenant Governor :- 

2. His  Excellency has had the opportunity of discussing the subject with RIr. Forsyth 
in personal conference with Dewan Nehal c l ~ o n d  of Jamoo with the Vizier Gosain of 
Mundee, whose mercantile experience gives weight to his statements, and with the Negu 
of Lal~oul, Alungul Sing, who accompanied Air. Forsyth, with the  view of represeuting 
his grievauces. 

3. Mr. Fors j th  has drawn up a pnper, of wl~ich a copy is enclosed, showing the nature 
and incidence of the tmnsit duties levicd by t.he Maharajah of Cashmere on the frontier 
of Thibet, i. e., on goods passing tlirough tlie British districts of Lahoul and Spiti. From 
this statemeut i t  is presumed tllat the Cashrilere import duty on sugar end spices aggre- 
gates 18 prr  cent. an the esliniatcd value, 14 per cent. on opium, 25 per cent. on iron. 
On clotl~a or British piecc-goods tlie per-ccntage is not very clear; but  i t  prob:tbly does 
not fall I J I ? ~ o w  the average of the above duties. 

4. rcf'ening to your l,redeccssor's letter oft l ie  29th April 1864, it appear?; that the 
Maharajah engaped that  the  irn1,orl duty to  bc in future levied should not exceed 8 per 
ccnt. on I~iccc-goods ant1 124 per cent. on other articles. It was n l ~ o  agreed t l ~ a t  the 
transit duty on goocls intendcd for Tnrkestnn, Yarkand, &c. should be limited tn 5 per 
cent. nd vctIo7.em. Hencc i t  is clear that, if the table of duties now allegcd to be levied, 
as ~onclrcd fbr by Mungul Sing, is correct (and there i~ no reason to doubt its xccnmcy), 
then t l ~ c  Maharajah has not k e l ~ t  to his promise. His Excellency in Council desires that 
this lloint LC brought prominently to his Highness the Maharajah's notice, and that his 
Honour the Lieutenant G o v e ~ n o r  will insist upon eflective measures on the part of the 
Jamoo Governmeut for limiting the demands of the Ladalch officials strictly in accord- 
ance mitli the schcdule of rates agreed upon. 

5. I am inptructed to bring anotl~er suhject undcr the notice of the Punjab Government. 
I t  would ;tppear from the statement of the Neglr of Lahoul, confirmed by the Vizier 
Gosain, that the Ladakh authorities levy from Lahoul a money contribution of 120 rupees 
and 32 maunds of iron ( in all 164 rupees) nnnually. I t  was alleged by Dewan Nehal 
Sing, tllat tllis payment had bcen made for the last 100 years; b u t  whctllcr this I,e so or 
not IS notl~ing to the purposc. The  RIaharajali holds his territoriea, not by ancestral 
tenure, I ~ u t  in ~ i r t u c  oft l ie  treaty of Amritsir, made in 1846. B y  that trcaty \ye trans- 
ferred to his father, RIaharnjah Gholab, in consideration of the pa ment of 75 Ialtlrs of 
rupees, certain hill territories indicated by name and boundary, a n d e x p r e a ~ y  src111din~ 
Lahoul, \\,liich. territoriea, togctller with certain other districts, had a week bcfore been 
ceded by the Lallorc Durbar to the British Government. The  provisions of tlie first 
t rentj ,  and the manner in \\-liich it was carried into effect, imply that  the rigIlts and 
i n t e r c s t ~  of tlie Mnharajah are restricted to the territories thus acquired. IYllatever lantla 
he held beyond those boundnrier, and whatever other claims he lnay have l>osacssed, 

lapsed 
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luI)eccd to the British Government. Similarly, whatever ~wesc~ iona  beluugetl tr, the Sikh 
or R:rj])oot clJefa, or to the Lal~ore Durbar, in  tile hill re~iona within the lusigned linlita, 
b e r ~ ~ n a  1111; p q r r t i  of BLYII~KI~IIII. and auljcct 111 111. l~lcnrure. IIcnw a11 righh 
wI~icIr the Maharaja may have previously enjoyed in IJahool fell to the Ilritijh Eovcrn- 
ruen~. 'I'llcsc rernarklr 11roceed on the as6umptiou thnt the Mnhnrajnl~ may have ~~t,sserscd 
l ~ e r ~ ) n a l  rigllts in Lnhoul pr~or  to the al)ove trnn*actiona; but Ilia Excellency in Council 
believes t l~a t  ally such adauull~tion in unfounded; LIC, as Nnzim of diio~oo, the late 
bIaI~nl.~?jall, 1)revioudly to thc treaties of' 1666, held di~nljly in the cupucity uf luanager for 
the Sikh Government, and hnd 11ot11in~ to (lo with Lal~uul, wl~ich. it is nppreheucled, w w  
(like Tllibct and Ladnlih) uuder the Kazi~u of Ca~l~mcre .  

6. IIuwever tlmt may be, it is clear that, under the treaties before ~nentioued, the 
bInl~arajah l~aa no vestigo of right or authorit in Lnlloul; and although the orouey wu- 
aidcration iuvolved in the payn~e~rts beforu nfiu(ler1 t ( ~  i* in itsell. insignificant, eL his 
Excellc~~cy in Council is not dielroacd to nllow of any s ~ l c l ~  encronchu~cnt or cruim 3s 
woultl IJC ilr~l~lied under thc assertion of the right to Icrj- it. Thc iuh:~hit:int* of Lahoul 
are Britihh eul~jects, and to this Gover~unent nlane ehould they be reapunsible for any 
payments of revenue. 

7. Tho Ncgu of Lilhoul stated that, of the 164 rlipces Icvicd by the Juuloo official 
at Lndnlih, 36 rupees was paid to himaelf na hia perquiaite ; thua making the chief man in 
Lahoul n servant of the Mnharajah, and subservient to his intcrcata. 

8. T l ~ e  Ncgc~, it is believed, reoeives only some 300 rupees per annum for his services 
to the British Government, and his allowances should be increased, at least in llro lortion 
to what he will lose by the stoppane of the Jumoo tribute. His Excellency in douncil 
requesta that thia may be inquire$ into. The revenues of nll Lal~oul, extemivc as it is, 
are believed to be only 2,000 rupees, nnd it is understood that it could not well hear any 
additional demand. 

9. IIis Excellency in Council observes that, in 1863, so~nething like a pn~posal was 
made to con~penaate the Maharajah for the loss of dutiea exl~ectcd from the arrangements 
then concluded. I t  is preaumed that nothing further was doue in this directiuu. Any 
such propoenl was altogether inadmissible. 

T h e  Secrcatary of Sta te  Tor India  to  t he  Goverr~or General of Inrlia it1 Council ; 
d i ~ t r d  7 March 1807. 

Sir, 
1 .  'l'he let ter  of your Excellency's government,  No. 164 of 1 8 6 6 ,  in tlre 

Foreign Political Depar tment ,  encloses soliie very i ~ r t e r e s t i ~ ~ g  rorresl~ouderice 
rrlati~r;! t ( ~  t h e  trade of Ccntral  Asia. 

2. T h e  subject primarily treated in these papers, and the  one rcaspccting which 
the views of your Excellency's government are  exp resed ,  is t h e  depar ture  of tllr 
Mal~ara j : l l~  of Cashmere from t h e  promises n i ; ~ d e  by him, in 1864, for [he 
reduction of certain import  and  transit  duties o n  articles of British-Indiiln p rod~ lc r  
entering o r  passing through some parts of his Highnpss's tlolninit~ns. O n  the  
sub-jert of t h e  agreement then entered into, the, views of I41.r Majesty's Govern- 
ment were communicated to you i r ~  a epparattA revenue despatcl~,  tli~trll 31 \ larch  
1865. I t  cdnnot b e  otherwise t h a n  a source ol' extreme rrgret  h a t  an armllqe- 
ment,  from wllic11 such good results were anticipatrtl, s l~ou ld  IIOW be ~ I . O I I O U I I C ~ ~ ,  

so far iis t,he Maharqjah's engagements a r e  concernrd,  to be "little Itlore than a 
sham." I concur in opinion with your Excellency's Gove rnme l~ t ,  tha t  the  
Rlal~arajalr of Cas11rnel.e should be held s t r i ~ t l y  to his engagelnenrs, allti I alJpl,ove, 
t l~erefore,  t he  instructions contained in your Secretary's letter of t he  10th  of 
Septembel- last. I have n o  doubt tha t  the Lieutellant GovcArnor of the  Purrj;tb, in 
g i o i ~ ~ g  effect t o  your  Ex.cellency's vicws, will have done i ~ i s  best t o  pers~iade the  
Maharaja11 that  his real interests will eventually be  best prumotsd by the  adoption 
of a liberal fiscal system in place of  t he  irregular and arbitrary exactions to which 
he is now stated t o  resort. 

3. I have read with great  interest t he  reports of' MI,. Forayth, in the corre- 
s p o ~ ~ d e n c e  now under  revic.~,  relating t o  Russia11 ilnd British t rade  with t h e  
coulltries of Cerltral Asia. T h e  zeal and  ability which he has displi~yed, i n  pro- 
s e c l ~ t i ~ ~ g  t l~cse  interesting iind impor tant  inq!iiri~fis are l l igl~ly creditable to him, t,he 
more especially as these inquiries appear to havc I~c~en co~ltlucted, to a considerable 
extcmt, a t  11ib own expense. 

3'34. 8 2 4. I observe 
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4. I observe tha t  Mr. Forsyth has solicited the  ~ ~ e ~ ~ m i s s i o n  of Government 10 
visit K h o ~ a n ,  with a view to  the  opcning ou t  of o u r  t r , ~ d c  with Cenlral  Asia. I 
d o  not gather from tlie papers bcforc lne  what answer has becn re turned to this 
request. IVltll reference to  t he  c x p l ~ r ~ i t i o n s  of h l r .  Johnsorr, whose very 
interesting rel)ort on the Khotan country  has bee11 highly comulended by tile 
Royal G e o g ~ ~ p h i c a l  Society, as  a very valuable contribution t o  o u r  knowledge of 
a hitherto almost unknown territory, your  Excellency has remarked " that tile 
"explorations of English officers in Centr:il Asia a r e  not wort11 tlie risk t o  ~ l i i c h  
" their own lives, and  tlie prestige of t he  G o v e r l l ~ n c r ~ t  employing them, a r e  
" exposed ; " and I concur in  opinion \r i th your Excellency tllat n o  such h i~za rdous  
journeys s l~ould  be  undertaken by or!e of your  own officers without the  special 
consent of your  Government. I shall  be  g lad  t o  learn from your Excellency 
what  are [ h e  opinions of t he  Lieutenant Goverllor of t h e  Pun jab  and of your  
Excellency's Government  concer~r ing tlie proposal of Mr. FOI s j l h  to  visit that  
interesting part  of the couutry. 

I have, kc. 
(signed) Cranborne. 

(No. 35 of 1868.-Political,) 

T h e  Governor  General of India  in Council to  t h e  Secretary of State for India, 
4 Riarcli 1868 .  

WE have tile honour  to forward copy of a letter f rom t h e  Pun jab  Government ,  
su l~mi t t i ng  Dr. Cayley's interesting ant1 valuable report  of his proceedings in 
Ladaltli during the  pas t  season. \Ve also forward a copy of' o u r  remarks  thereon. 

P1-on1 OKciating Secretary to Government of Punjab to Secretary to Government of India, 
Foreign L)el,:~rtnient (No. 40-116; dated 27 January 1868). 

Political. IN  forwarding, for the information of his Excellency the Viceroy and Governor Gene~al 
in Council, the enclosed copy of a report, dated 13th January, lion1 Dr. H.  Cayley, on 
special duty in Ladclkh, I an1 directed by t l ~ e  honourable tlic Lieutenant Governor to 
colnmunic:~te the fo!lo\ving remarks :- 

* See Parlia- '7. Mr. Davies, in his Tralle I iep~~rt ,* w11icI1 was sub~rritted with the letter of tliis Govern- 
mentary paper, ment, No. 47, tlated 23rd January 18133, hrouglit to notice that, in consequellce of the entire 
N ~ .  c5 of 1864 remission of custonls duties O I I  the l'csha\vur and Derajat border by SIK John Lawrence, 

wllcn A c t i ~ ~ g  Resident at Lahorc in 1848, the t ~ a d e  nit11 Afgllanistan, particularly by the 
rontes !calling fi.om I'eslianur, I~ad gwatly increased. Mr. Davies also pointed out tliat 
access to the markets of Easter11 'rurkestan by the ni~turill route, passlng through Casl l~~~ere ,  
w:is virtually ba~red by the excessive duties levied on goocls in transit: 

3. The question of the reduction of transit duties was asterwards discussed with Diwan 
Joala St11ia1, tlie Prime Minister of the Maliarajith, who agreed on the part of his Highness 
to reduce the existing duties lo rates approvet1 of by the Lieutenant Governor, on receivi~lg 
conlpens;~tio~~ ;~n~ounting to o~~e-half of any loss of reve~~ue which might be caused to tl~t: 
Mahara,jah. A t  the sanle time! the Diwan took the opportl~r~i~y of sub~liitting the ardent 
de-ire ol' t l~e  nlaharajah to acquire the ~erritoly of' Bijwat in commutatio~i of a loall wliicll 
!IC 11:1d ~natlc lo the British Government of six lakhs of rupees. 

4. Lord Elgin, tl~en Viceroy, did not pass ally final orders on these proposals at  ?he time. 
But as Sir Robert Mont:onierv had visited Casl~nierc in.1863, and on that occasion I~ad 
been tlirectcd to discuss the rnattcl- with the Mallarajai~ In pcrson, the Governor General 
stated that he would give l~is decision on his arriving at Sealkote. Lord Elgin, however, 
died in the mea~~tilne, and no definite issue resulted fro111 the proposals which had been 
madc. 

5.  In the beginning of 1804 the iCIaliarajah intimated to the Lieutenant Governor illat 
the subject was still undcr consideration, and sllortly afterwards Diwan Kihal Chand 
tlie reeults of the Maharajah's drliberations before the Lieuten;~nt Governor. T l ~ e  duties 
f o r m ~ ~ l y  talten h y  weight or mule load were converted to an ad volorern rate cllalge- 
able on 111~ value stated in the invoice, and the following reductions were made on the rates 
O F  duty :- 

Piece 
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Piece goodd - - - ftonl 30 - - to 8 per cent. 
Haw sugr r  - - -  ,, 150 - - to 12-8 ,, 
l m e a  - - - - - , 7H - - to 12-tl ,, 
Spices an11 d r ~ ~ g s ,  various mtes to u n ~ f o ~ m  rate of 12-H-0. 
hleti~ls - - froan 21  - to lU4 - - to 12-0 per c r n t  
Itock salt - - 0- 134;  per r n a u ~ ~ d ,  - - 8 ilnnas per rnaund. 

These rates were al)plied to coods exported horn the P ~ ~ n j a b  into the Mi~h:~r:~jah's territory 
by any of the lollowing routes :- 

J a n ~ o o  and Ui~nil~al, Akuur, Boudl~il, and Sunt>t(aic ~rig.) 
B y D h i m b u r  - - - - - - - -\ToSerinaellrnnd 
Bv G ~ ~ l a l ~ u n  (sic orig.) - - - - - 
Hy Mozufferabatl - - - - - - j  - Lndakh. 
D y J a ~ n o o a n t l K i s l ~ t a v ; ~ r -  - - - - - ToLndakhdi rec t .  

The  rntcs on gootls proceeding to Leh by the Kul r~  rant.-, w l ~ e t l ~ c r  iron1 Bussahir or the 
Pulljab, were alw:~ys pretty reasonable, alld generally below even the ~rv i sed  rate6 ehovc 
noted. Dut the rates IBII  the lollowing articles, ivhic11 were highly taxed, were reduced :- 

Iron - - - - - fronl 2-8-0 per niaund - to 0-3-0 per maund. 
Sugar - - - - - , 1-4-0 ,, - to 0-3-9 ,, 
Sugar  candy - - - ,B 1-4-0 ,I - lo 0-0-6 ,, 
lZlolasses and coar5e sug:lr - ,r 1-4-0 - to 0-2-3 ,, 

Changes wrre also made in the rate of goods imported to the Punjab from Yarkaud or the 
Maharajah's dominiuns, wl~etllrr by the Casl~mere, J a ~ n o o ,  Kuln, or Buesahir routes. But 
the duty on goods coming f ro~u  Leli to Serina.;ur and onwilrds was not shown. 

6.  Another most beneficial reform \\,as introducer1 by the >l:~hnrajah the same tinle. 
Formerly there was no d~fference niade in the r~lte.; wl~etlier goods were sold at  Srinagar or 
went on to Leh tlnd Yarkand. This a r r a n ~ e n ~ e n t  i l l  practice prevcntecl any goods going 
beyond Serinagur, and tlie traffic was rest~ir ted to the Kulu routr, tl~ougll a very much illore 
difficult olle than that of Caal~mere. I n  1664 n unifor~n t r a ~ ~ s i t  duty of five per cent. was 
fixed for goods qoing to L e h  ; i ~ n d  tlie trader Lo Yarliantl by Serinilgur was t l ~ u s  placed in a 
position, fiscally, not less : ~ d v a ~ l t a g ~ o u s  tl1a11 tllilt of' one trading w ~ t l ~  U o k l ~ a ~ a  by 
Yes11 awur. 

7. Tlle rates were not levied on the frontier of the Maharnja11's territories, hut a t  the 
towns, and varied with the distance. Those a t  Jamoo were lorvcr t11n11 t l~ose a t  Serinagur. 
A trader buying goods at  J a ~ n o o  and t : ~ k ~ n g  them to S e r i ~ ~ o g u r  I~acl to p;iy the ditlereuce 
betwee11 the rates clf these places. I n  the s t a t e n ~ e n ~ s  wliicl~ were sllutrn tu t l ~ e  Livutenant 
Governor a t  that time there was no ~neution of tlie riltes on goolls s e ~ ~ t  from Lell and 
Yarkand lo Serinagur,antl it did not c l ~ a r l y  appear wl~ether tl~erc* was any intenti011 on the 
Rlal~arajah's part to confine tile trade li.0111 tl111se places to tlie I<u l~ i  route, nor were the 
rates to be levied on tlie tine Turfani sllawl-ivool anywt~ere specified. 

8. O n  the \s~liole, how eve^., the Lieutet~ant Governor reqarded the measures of the 
Maharajah with much sotisfiiction, and trusted that they would ~ e s u l t  ill an expilnded trade. 
boll1 with the town of'serinagu~., the pol)ulo~ls  valley of'Ci~shnrere,aud ultimately wit11 Eartern 
Turkestan. All possible 1)ubliclty was, thercf'ure, given to the new tariff. 

9. In July 186t;, liorvevrr, 111.. Forsyt!), \vl~o Ilnd recently tr;lvelled in Lal~oul, recei\.ed 
many complaints of the heavy csactious Icvied on B ~ i t ~ s l ~  traders by the L :~dak l l  autl~orities. 
Mr. Forsyth brought to the norice of' t l ~ e  local Government that !he reduction of d u ~ i e s  
professedly made by the 3Ial1orajol1 ~ r i ~ s  in reality little more than :I sllon~, the reduction 
being granted only in rare casts  to  those traders w l ~ o  were supposetl to have influence 
enough 10 make thrir complaints known to tile hci1(1 of the G o ~ e r ~ ~ n l e n t .  He added that 
from inquiries made I)y liinl in Russii~ i ~ n d  fro111 Indian traders he natllerecl that British 
goods would d ~ i r e  out Russian goods t'1on1 the markets of' Central Asia, if o111y the trade 
was not  improperly obstructed. 

10. The subject \\,as iuken up wit11 interest Ily tllr. local governme~~t,  nnd the RIaharajall 
of Cashmere was acld~.essec! with a view to the renloval 01' the obstructions to  trade. Blr. 
Forsytli had also a n  interview \villi his Exccllenc the Viceroy, a t  which Uiwau Nitrill 
C i ~ n ~ d ,  the h l a l ~ r r a j a h ~ s  co~~f ic len t~a l  ageat, and \6azlr Gurain of Maudi were prrsent 
The Lieutenant-Guverr~or solicitetl authority to depute ;In a s s i s h n t - c u m ~ ~ ~ i s s i o ~ ~ e r  to Ladiikll 
to look after tlie intereds of tr.~ders, but tlleSupre~ne Governnlr~l t  suggested that  a n~edici~l  
officer woulcl be 111ost suitable for the post, the duties of w l ~ i c l ~  nere laid down as 
follows :- 

The  officer selected "mus t  be cautioned against any interference in the internal 
administration of the country. The ~ ~ i n l a r ~  object lie will have to keep in view will 
be the maintenance of  tile tariff fixed by the Maharajah in 1864. Any infract~o~i  of 
the tariff which his remonstra~~ces on the spot luay be unable to pwvent bhould be 
~ ~ r o n l p t l y  reported to the Punjab Government. Another, and very i ~ n p o r l a ~ ~ t  branch 
of' his duties will be to inquire closely into the 11atul.e and extent of the trafic, a s  it a t  
present stands, between India and Centla1 Asia, and to report the u~easures wl~icll Ilc 
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woul~i  ~ e r o ~ n r n e ~ l d  to spcllle a r ~ r r ~ l i t  r develol~n~(~nt  of this trade. I,astly, 111: will pick 
up and sil't all the ljolitic;~l inlormctt~o~~ that I I I ~ Y  C,JIIIC in l ~ i s  nay, espec~ally as reg;~rdu 
the 1lrogress of events i l l  C l ~ i l ~ e - e  Turke7tan." 

11. 'The Lieutenant Governor st*lected for tl~il; tluty Dr. Caylev, trllo 1el~o11ed 111s i~r~.ivill 
at  Leil on the 24th June 1887, Iiitvi~t; n1c.t 011 ~ h r  road Dirva~i Iliru N . I I I ~ ,  who 1 1 . 1 ~ 1  bee11 
sent to Ladakll a I'ew days before Ily tile M i ~ h i t ~ i ~ j a l ~  tu as&( Dr. (:;ivley i l l  111s ellilea- 
vl)urs to ~ ) r o ~ ~ ~ o t e  t l ~ e  tralle with and tl~rclugl~ L . ~ o ' a k l ~ . a ~ ~ ~ l  to cur1.v u u ~  relbr~ns 111 t l ~ r  nlode 
of Itv!.inc duty on ~r~c .~ .c l ia~~dise  pass~ng btst\vee~~ li11tis11 territor~e. a ~ ! d  the cotlntr~es heyulld 
tI:e H~iti\li li-ontiers. 

12. Th,. results which Dr. Caylev h i ~ s  at,cur(,cl, ah euhibited 1111tll ill his weekl\ (1ial . i~~ 
subn~ittrtl to t l ~ i s  Governtnrnt, and In 111s p r e s e ~ ~ t  Itellort, are, i l l  tile L i e ~ ~ t ~ n a ~ ~ t  (;o\ernor's 
opiniun, highly sntislacto~ y ; ant1 111s p r ~ c r e c l i ~ ~ : ~  hi~ve ge~lerally hetw ch llactvr~se(! by :ood 
judgn~ent, ; I I I ~  a kindly itnd c u ~ ~ c i l i a t o ~ y  s p ~ r ~ t  0otl1 l o ~ v . ~ r ~ l s  tl.;uler. I L I I ~  the o thc~i~ ls  of the 
Mnl~arajal~. More t l i a ~ ~  ollr of the measures u l~ ich ,  i111i1t-r the urd- I.S of G O V C ~ I I I I I ~ I I ~ ,  aud 
in the interest ol' trade, it lras been Dr. Cayley'aduty tuo inkist 011, were of a nature c,~lcula~ed 
to evoke not a little oppositiun ~ I I  the part of the local oflicii~ls, wl~o ,  there is  to^ I I I I I C ~ I  

rerlsoli ro believe, we:e iuteres~ed ill upl~olding abuses, in spite ot' the ML~llarajal~'s orders; 
all~l it is vel,y cre~litable to Dl. Caylry's tact itnd gt~od jutlgr~lrnt that hi. nieasul,e- and pro- 
pos:ils, n l t l ~ o ~ ~ g l i  not at first always nnclers~ood or ;lplrrrciated by  he K ~ s l ~ m i r  Gover~~rneot, 
have eventually, when ll~lly expla~ned, been itcqllieec< (I ill and freque~itly al)l~rove~l. 

13. 'l'lirre can be no doubt t l i ;~t  the Mal~arajal~ h , ~ s  alrv;~ys s l~o\ t  n the greatest r c i ~ d i ~ ~ e s s  
to nlret the wislies of' Guvernn~ent tu assist Dr. ('a! ley, an11 to adopt nleasurri lor the 
improven~ent of' trade, and tlie ~ ~ r o t e r t i o ~ ~  ol mercl~ants i l l  Laclakl~. T I I I S  is fully sllown by 
his removing Hira Nand, wl~gj was rcporte~l to I~im us obstruc~ing  lie intlu~rig,s \tliich Dr. 
Cayley inst~tuted, and keeping up a bystel11 of esi~ionage 011 the ~ ) r o c e e d ~ ~ ~ g s  ol tl~itt othcer; 
by'liis aboli~ion of the extra d u t ~ e s  i l l  the shape of nuzzer butti, clroongi, and zahati, levied 
by his oR1cial3, and the tax of five rupees, and one felt on ei~cli caravan; by his r ~ . d u c t i o ~ ~  
01 tile tiuties on the Kulu and Hampoor routes; a ~ ~ d  by the establisl~ment of a 5 per cent. 
ad vcrloren~ dut on goods ill transit through Ladakl~ to B~,itish ~erritory. For tl~ese 
n,ca.u~vs t11e &hiirajah is entilled to i~ck~iuwled~rsen ts ;  and if he is not prepared just 
pet to accept tlie more l ibe~al  policy which tlie n r i t ~ s h  G u v e r n ~ ~ ~ e n t  wou!d w ~ s l ~  to aee 
adopted, the L ~ e u t e ~ l a n t  Guve~nur docs not t h ~ n k  this is to be \rendered a ~ .  

14. For the prrsertt, the Lieutenant Governor is not prepared to s u g ~ e s t  to t l ~ e  . \ lal~ar:~jah 
Dr. Cayle!'s proposal that t l ~ e   rans sit duty be  educed to 24 per cent. ad valorem ; any such 
proposal at p~esent  would only dishearten I~inl : and ;~fter  t l ~ e  experience of a year or two, 
~f the interests ot' trade be as well represented i l l  Ladakli as they have bee11 this vear 
by Dr. C<~yley, the Rlal~arajal~ will probably rrq11il.r rial ; ~ r ~ u o i e n t  to convince him that 
l u r ~ l ~ r r  c~,ncessicns i l l  this respect niay be made with a d \ ' a ~ ~ ~ a g e  to trat le~s anti to his own 
revenues. 

15. The c ~ ~ n c e s s i o ~ ~ s  to which the Mal~arajall has shown tlie greatest r r 1 u c t . 1 1 1 ~ ~  is the 
transport of tlre fine 'l'u~fani wool to British territory. The value of this wool iml,orted 
illto L;ldaLh waj 28,000 rupees. For the first t i n ~ t ,  a sll~all quantity wortlt (550 rupees 
found 11s way to British territory. 'I'l~e bulk of' it, wort11 19,400 rupees, ~ v a s  take11 to 
Cashn~cre. 'I'l~e Lieutennnt Governor has alre:tdy approved ol' Dr. Cayley's order, tlirecti~~g 
that no re~lriction should be pl;~ced on tlie transport of this n.ol~l any more than u n  othrr 
goods, on I'ayrnent ol the 5 per cent. du ty ;  and the Supre~r~e  Governn~ent (No .  1,083, 
dated 23rd October 1867) have a!>proved o i  the course wllicl~ the L i e u ~ e n : r ~ ~ t  Govrrnor has 
adopted, ;~od  desired that the point be press, t l  U I I  the Maharajah firmly, I ~ u t  cou~teously. 
There ;lpl)eal.s to be nothing ill tlie tariff of 1864 to just~f'y tlie mo~~opuly of t l ~ ~ s  sool  I I Y  
Caahl~lere; and ils t r a ~ ~ h l ~ o r t  to British tt.rritory mill nut interfel.e wit11 tlie t r . ~ d r  il,to tli;lt 
country. Dr. Cayley states that  the wool can be supplied i l l  imniense quanr i t~ t :~  ; ;and to 
give Britisli ~rarlers and manulicturers the henlafit of the market w~l l  not in : ~ n y  ~ i i y  deprive 
Cash~ne~.e  of i t ;  O I I  the conllary, the trade will probitl~ly increase immensely, and the 
Caslin~ere Government will galn not mly  tlie 5 per ce~rt. OII  the wool, but s per cell!. 011  the 
Br~tish goods that are transported to Yarkand In t,xcliangr for it. 

16. Tllr lieutenant Govrrnol. therelore assullles that there will, in future, be no atlelnpt 
~i iade on the part or the Maharajah to exrrcise a monopoly uver ;oods i l l  trn~lsic, as  being 
a proceedi~~g opposed to the l i~w of  all n;ttions; and Ile w~ll  br. prepared ou all sultabie 
occasions to enlorce this view, mhiclr has already bee11 approved by  he SuPre,lle 
Governn~ent. 

17. F r o n ~  the returns which Dr. Ca\ley has s u b ~ ~ ~ i t t e d ,  it appears tl!at the t~ .adr  l"om 
Kashn~ir  to Leh and Yarkand consists chiefly ol'goorls, s l~ch  as s a f i o t ~ ,  I I C . ~ ,  clllltldt rs,  atto to, 
&c., which can be supplied better, cheaper, and in larg(.r quanti t~rs  by Cusl~nirrr tllall li.orn 
British territol,y, wl~ilr  the British tradt is chiefly ill piece-goods, groceries, tea, goal &ins, 
&c., n.l~ich Cashmere c a ~ ~ n ~ ~ t  supply. 'l'l~is L l ~ r o u ~ h  traffic is a direct ; r d v ; l l ~ ~ a g c  tu tile 
Mahariljah, whose true desire is to elicoulage ~ t .  He will, tl~ererore, be urqecl 1 0  o l~en up 
the ( llang Chennio route, and also to improve, if poshible, the other li~les of traffic tl!rou<l~ 
his territory. 

10. Apart froni the unduly high late of duties heretufore levied by t l ~ e  Caslllnele Guverll- 
merit 
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ment, tl:e  pression ions lo wl~iqh t~adere  in Ladnkh have been e ~ ~ b j e r t e d  ill verifws ways 
appear by IIO meane to  have b ~ e n  by tlesire or wit11 the co,v~tizanc.e of 11ir: h l a l ~ a r a ~ a h .  l~ut ,  
on t l ~ e  rontrarv, in defiance of his onlerl;, wlrich have virtually been a l n ~ o s ~  inoperative in 
that region. Hie ohcials  were thus nblr pr:~cticnlly to prevent the reduction ot' duties 
agreed t o  hetrvetn the Maharajah s ~ l d  the Bt i~ i sh  Govvr~~nrent  from being carried in t t~  rffect, 
and there seems liltle ~1o11bt that, if the system which has 1,et.n i l l  fi1r1.e for the laat few 
yeurs 11;td c l l n t i n ~ ~ r d  for a few venrs Ialn:rr, it ~ o u l c l  have en~irely riest~oyl d the tratlr, 
which has beer1 gradually di tnir~ishin~ frolr~ year to year. 

I D .  ' ~ I I I .  p a 4  year, however, h : ~ s  nut fairly represented the average trade heretolorc cxie~ing, 
rnucl~ less that which n~ iuh t  exist ~f lailly dealt with; thv opium trade from tllisquarter, and 
the tea bade from the opl~osite one, llaving almost ct,aoed, oming to  he Chinese c~onnection 
w!tli Easmrrn Tart-try h a v ~ n g  been vi.Jently cevewd. 

20. 'I'lle st,ltement wl~icll has frequently been lieletofore 111ade by hlr. Foreyth, OII  infc~rma- 
tion ol>ta~nrd by him in R u s ~ i a ,  that B ~ i t ~ s h  cooils ;111(l the protlucts of Hindllutan can reach 
Eastern Tartary much more rasily a ~ ~ d  cheaply then coeds from Russ~a ,  has I j e ~ n  I'ully con- 
firnletl Iry Dr. Cayley's i~lquiries, ahich blso tend ~ I J  show t h a ~  the demand fanr rhr I'or111vr is 
likely to hectr l~~e rery I ;~rge if all r<.s t r i~t~ol ls  Oe ~ e n i ~ r v e ~ l ,  the tle!~sitv of thc p o p u l ; ~ ~ i o ~ ~  of 
these r e ~ i t ~ n s  a11d their k e e ~ ~ n e s s  for trt~rle being attested by the Russian a u t h h ~ r ~ t ~ e s  t1ic111- 
selves; tvllile, ;IS rezards tea, it seeuna hy rro lueans i~ i l~~oss ib le  that the protluce of Hindu-tan 
may ulti~nately reach Russia itself by this route. 

21. '1'111: reduction ~ l f  cluties lately g r a n ~ e d  by the hl;blarajah, if the full and p e r n ~ a n e ~ ~ t  
realisatir~n of this llreasure be ensured by the deputation each ye.lr of a Britihh t~fficer to 
Leh, will certni~rly give an imn~ense Ilnpetus to trntle. Bu t  fitting oppo~tul~i t ies  \\ill be 
taken of pressing upon the Mitharajall that w h ~ l e  this Government, which levies no d u ~ y  on 
the trarle, is cluing al l  it c;ln lo promote it, by es t i~b l i sh i~~g  a lair a t  the loot I I ~  thr  hills, by 
i ! n l w ~ v i ~ ; ~  the roads, and e a ~ ; ~ b l ~ s l ~ ~ n g  Ilew villa-es on the voutr, nothing is being done in 
the sallre directit~n by Iris H i g l ~ n r s . ' ~  C;ovel-~l~~,cnr, wllich realiseh large profits fro111 11, in $0 

n ic~c l~  th 11 the routes via Clrang Clle~rmo and the Karaka-11 and Shyok rivers, which are 
believrtl to c~ffer g r e ; ~ t  advant;iges, ;Ire norv l~t t lc  wed,  or not a t  all, a l t l~ough the 1r:rders 
state they wt~ulcl ql .~dly use ~ l i e m  ~f I~c.rn~ilt?d ;tud encuura~ed,  as i t  is hoped theq. \ r i l l  be ill 
future. 

19. Krr(leavou~rr will also Ile matle to t~btain a rnodifit.;cti,m of  the al.ranselrlents b \  ivllich 
parties froll~ C a s h ~ ~ ~ r l - e  Ir;~ve s11ecl:il advantages atlo~.ded tlren~, a d art. placed 111 positior~s 
wlli!.li enable tl~enr g r ~ ~ a t l y  lo harass, i111d at  t i~ncs  cven end;~~lgrl. ,ali other t r adr~ . s ;  a L~ct irf 

the existe~rce of which theme can t ~ e  no t l o ~ ~ b ~ ,  as 111e M.~l i .~ r i? j :~ l~  Iii~nseII a d ~ ~ ~ i t s  tl~ilt 41llr  of 
these. I I ; I I I I .  d Klralukdar, though i~ r e - i t l r~~ t  ol C:~r;l~'e ere, Ires crei~tlgda:ila-ell by h ~ s  i ~ ~ t r ~ p u e s  
in Yal-kitl~d the interehts even of Caslrmere s ~ ~ b j e c t s ,  wl~ile the same report is ; i v e ~ ~  bv all 
tratlers h o ~ n  our o\sri terr l~ory,  nnd co~robt~rated even by the envoy lately sent by Yakub 
K l r ~ ~ s l ~ b e g i  to t h e  &I;~liari~jah's coul.t. 

23. 111 tine, the Lieittenant Governor cannot but t . o ~ ~ c u r  with Dl.. Cayley ill the o l ~ i n ~ o : ~  tlrat 
the pres,.nt is a n ~ n ~ s t  t'avo~~r;rble lime t'<>r adoptill< all the Ilieaslires that may be ii.m8sil~le or 
atlv~sable lor fully optning up and extending this t ~ a d e .  'L'llr jealousy ul11t.11 cl~al;rctcrired 
the Cllinese ~ u l e  no lon.rrr eriits.  It appe Irs ce r ta~n  that the present ruler, the K l ~ u s l ~ b e r ~  

9 ' 
who appears to have very ~.e;~sonalrle prospects ol' being able lo consolidate his power, IS 

Inost anxious to promote trade and cultivate Irientllg rc.lncions. The traders tlit~meel\es have 
affordetl every assur;lnce i l l  peraolr that tlwy arc e:lgPr t.1 extend their o p ~ m t i o n - ;  a ~ l d  the 
M a l ~ : ~ r . ~ j a h  of Kaalin~ir is evidently hecoming aware, a s  evidenced by his late act- and the 
a p p o i ~ ~ t ~ n e ~ l t  uf a goverllor of a i i ~ \ ~  slalllp to Ladakh, t l ~ a t  the liraceedil~pb of Ili- oficials 
in that quarter of I i~ t r  years Il:ive not b r e t ~  ~ I I I . ~  ;IS to reflect crecl~t 011 his G o v ( , r n ~ ~ ~ ~ . t ~ t  or on 
l ~ i ~ ~ r s e l f .  'I'hc Com~~~iss i , tne r  of Jul~ntlrr,  Mr. Forsytli, w l ~ o  i5 in the 111ost t'avour;tble 
porilinnn lor ;~igling and encou~;iginq (he  nloveinrnt, has taken the ~ ~ ~ a t t r l -  up rr11I1 ren1.1rkable 
energ!. and intelligencc, wl~icll have a l ~ e a d y  betn ~ ~ o d u c r i v ~  of rery gratllying results, and 
with the return of the wixm spason the Lieutellant &;vrrnor el~trrtains a confident Ire14cf th t~ t  
di1e1.t advances will be nlatle by Yakub K l ~ u s l r b e ~ i  Irilnself, w!rich the Lieute11a4.t Governor 
trusts Ile  mi^^ be authorised to 111eet ill a I'liendly sp i l~ t .  

Ron1 Dl. Henry Gayly, 011 Speci;cl I)uty, L a d a k l ~ ,  to Olficieting Svcretary to C i o v e ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ r e r l t ,  
Punjrrh ; dated 13 January 186e. 

I H A V E  the houour to s11bl111t the f, Ilowing report OI I  the subject of lny u~ission tc~ Ladakh 
durir~g tlie past season : 

2. 1 lelt Lalrore on the lr,t11 of May,  a ~ ~ r l  rei~ched Leh on the 24th of Jurle. ~ : I S S I I I ~  

thro11~11 the d~str ic ts  ot' K;lnpra, Kulu, and Lalioul, into Kulrshu. The road was hardly 
open so early in tile season, a l ~ d  the passage of the Rotang and Bnra Lac~la pa-ses was 
r e ~ t d r r ~ d  d~Hicult by 11ie depth and extent of tlie snow, and could not 11;tve been crossed by 
latlen a~~imalu.  ' I ' h~s  route is nabt I~ropel-ly open t ~ l l  the end of June, but lio111 July to 
October the road is everywl~err safe and easy ; ~ l l   he way to Lch 111 Liidakh. 011 my way 
I saw Mr. Forsyth, the Conlmissioner of Julinder, and am indebted to l~ilii for nluch 

3 '34. B 4 useful 



Ilw(ul inrornllltilln 01, , I l e  of the tr.ttle t h ~ o u g h  Lntli~li 11, and other 111;1ttcr6 connected 
ni,j, my duties. 1 illso saw ,,#ally merclr;~ntn of the Pulljab a ~ r d  K~r lu ,  : ~ n ~ l  I ~ r i ~ r d  ~ ' ~ U I I I  t l~enl 
rlunlerous c , ,~p la i l l t s  as LC, t l~e i r  grlevallces and t ! ~ r  eniictions t11t.y were kul~jected to ill 
~ ~ 1 ~ .  1 add tllnt during tny rt*.idencc i l l  Ladalil~ I 11od ~ I I I I ~ ) I ~  proof t l ~ i ~ t  all the con)- 
plaillts tlley'llad brougl~t tlgainsi rlre Ladak l~  u lhc~t~ l s ,  so ma~ry of wl~ich had  been I)rougl~t 
tl, tile llotice of I I I ~  Pulljab G o v c r n ~ ~ ~ c n t ,  were perl'ectly true, ant1 wit l~out  es~~grkrd t ion .  I 
need not describe a t  l r l l g ~ l l  the tlifere~rt way9 I I I  wl~icll thr  u ~ ~ l b r t u n a l e  t r ~ d c r s  were flut.ccd, 
but  I l , e l ~ e l v  s;ly Illor, ill ndditioll to the excessive dulies : u ~ t h ~ ~ r i s e d  I J Y  the I i e shn~i r  Govern- 
Illel)t, ~ l l c ' l r o l ~ e r s  w e ~ e  n~acle to 11:1y ;dl wr t s  of extra duties in the l i~rm of  '. nurzer  Lutti," 
choonqi, tnlrccti ,  and others, \vh~c.Ir often a ~ n o ~ ~ n t e d  I O  d n ~ ~ b l e ,  ant1 even tcnlbld, the regular 
dUtit.;, and tlley llad ,,1so to satisfy the denland of 111e T l ~ ; ~ n ; ~ t l ; ~ r  and local oflici:tls i l l  Innu- 
merable TIley coultl not get t l ~ r i r  goods weighed, or o h t ; ~ i ~ ~  permits 10 depart, or even 
procure ~,,,,d l o r  tllclllbelves allcl tlleir ponies, willlout firat ziving a present ; and ;my man 
I l av iog  a glnoLl horse or o t l~er  coveted article was oftell obliqetl to sell it lor a mere song, or 
presellt it as a gift to avert greater loss. 'I'l~e ~ e i g l l t s ,  too, 11sed for weigl~ing their goods, 
a.rre ligllt. I n  P I L I ) ~ ~ ,  the nlt.rcl~ants were entirely a t  the mercy of  the local oflicers, who 
were all-l~owerf'ul, a ~ ~ t l  I,ractically irrespons~ble and obeying 110 au thor i~y  ; rind the chiel 
object ol '  tile Lnd;,kh 'Tl>:~nadar aud o t l ~ r r  officers ~ ; t s  to ellrich the~nselves as speedily 
a s  IJosible a t  tile cxpellse of all those in their power, u t t e ~ l y  regardless of justice and 
right. 

Ol1 arrival I was rc,ceived by Vi~lteel 14ir.a Nunrl, rvho was deputed to Ladakh by the 
M;ll)arajnlr t ~ ,  itssist me in carrying o ~ ~ t  t l ~ e  ol)jects of  IIIY 11lissio11, and in any other way that 
I leqllire his sel.vices. I \c:~s alwi~ys treated I)y him with greal show of' civility and 
altenlioll, brlt 1 goon discovered t11:lt 11e was secretly t l ~ r o a i n ~  every ~ ~ o s s ~ b l e  obstruction in 
Iny \yay keeping up a close system of espionaae o n  nryself and all wllo csrne nciu. me, by 
intinlidatins t l ~ e  t ~ a d e r s  i ~ n d  people of the countl.y, by preventing their C O I I I ~ I I ~  near ale 
e i ~ h e r  h r  n ~ e d ~ c a l  t reatnre~~t  or to ;ive me any il~f;,rmation, aud i n  Inany ol.llCr ways, as 
1.e1nese111ed in my previous r e l ~ o ~ t s ,  a ~ ~ t l  wliicl~ ~t is not nrcessary Ibr me to repeat. 

3. T l ~ e  Ladakh  tracle has, accordinq to the accounts of every one who is in any way con- 
nected wit11 it, been rapidly declining during the last Tew years, and the tl~rough-trade with 
Central Asia has latterly been almost confined to the trading agents o r  Kashmir and a few 
influential men who \\.ere able to illsure fair treatment for their a8:ents; and t l~e re  is little 
doubt that  ontler the old systenr the t r ;~de  between Hir~dustan,  Ladakh, and C e ~ ~ t r a l  Asia, 
would soon have allnost entirely died out. Tllr merchants Tron~ the I'u~ijab were rapidly 
giving it up as I~eing no longer possible or profitable; and most o f  them who went this 
year, only ventured because they knew that u British oficer was deputed to L e h  for their 
protrction. 

4. The annexed tablei show the extent of the trade through L s d a k l ~  during the past 
season; the amount is co~~siderable  cnnsidering the uatural diffic~~lties to be encountered. 
Flow Amlitsir to Leh is a distance of about 525 ~~i i l es ,  or 4",archcs; five high posses 
have to be crossed, only one of wl~ich is under 13,000 feet high;  the road, l~owever, is 
generally easy du l i l~g  the sulorner, and everyrvl~el-e passable for laden ponies. Fro111 Leli to 
Yarkand is about 350 miles, or 30 marches, a ~ ~ d  the road goes over five I~ igh  passes, the 
lowest nearly l U , O ( i O  feet, :111d three of'them are covered wit11 perpetual snow or glacier, and 
the road is so I ~ a d  and the difficulties so great,  hat nearly 20 per cent. of the l~orses  die on 
the  jonrney. 011  n e a ~ l y  all t l ~ c  passes, too, the mercha~ldizc has to be transferred fron~ t l ~ c  
horse.; to yaks. The most intense cold has to be endured, and great ol)s t ruct io~~s ;Ire met 
\\.it11 from lerge unbridged rivers, and the expense ol' c;~rriage is, consequently, very creat; 
bu t  t l ~ r s e  natural difliculties scem lo have little or no effect in cl~ecking t l ~ e  trade \r11e11 it 
receives fi~ir play, and is not overburdened by excessive duties. 'I'he extent of tlle trade 
between Hindustan and the countries beyond the Hin~aiayas during the  \last scasoll cannot 
be taken as any criterion of what it may become in future, for I need hardly say t l~at ,  after 
i t  has been depressed for years by 11igl1 duties and unjust treatment, :I trade cannot posjibly 
revive in one season. 'The ~nerchants  do not a t  once !pin confidence in the arranqernents 
mode for their protec~ion until thry have themselves felt their benetit, or learnt from t l ~ e  
exl~erie~lce of others. For ;I long tllne, too, they felt no certainty tha t  similar arrangements 
would be carried out in future, and I used to hear on all sides that they would only suffer 
nlore next year for present relief. 'rhere was also a great di~ninuriou in trade last year 
owi~rg to there being no longer a market in Central Asia for 011iun1, w l ~ i c l ~  used to be 
exportrd in li~rge quantities born the Punjab, but for wllicl~ there l ~ a s  been no demand 
since the Cl~inese were driven ou t :  and now large stores are ly i~ lg  unsold in Y a r k a ~ ~ d ,  and 
some even brou;l~t back to L r h  and exported again to the Punjal,. Last seasol) also, on 
account of the disturbances and cl~anges g o i ~ ~ g  on io Easter11 Turkestan, the road icas not 
open, and traders 1101 allowed to pass till September instead of Ju ly ;  and many merchants, 
who would otherwise have come, took their goods elsewl~ere, and, owing to the lateness of 
the season, large stores of merchandize had to be left a t  L e l ~  for the winter. 

5. Tile wool trade ])as I~itherto existed only as  a n~onopoly of the Cashmere Government, 
and the export of 'the Turhn i  pushnl anywl~r re  than to Cashmere was stlictly preven~sd.  
This year, I~owever, I illformed the traders that such a restriction was no longer i n  Ibrce, 
and that they were a t  liberty to export the sl~awl-wnol (pushn~)  11y anv route t l ~ e y  plei~sed ; 
and a few Yorkundi merchants carried their wool through by Kulu io tlle Pun jab ;  rr few 
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also of tlre Hindustani traders ditl the same;  but such wae the dread of oKen<ing the 
local oficrrs, who up to the very l a ~ t  t~,ied lo in~imiditte the traders on this point, that  very 
few ventured to purc hare and enpdrt this a r~ ic le  ; but now that il contl~~encc~uent  has been 
nude,  there is evely proapect of an extensive wool trade in future years. U p  t~ the prescnr 
year the real 'I'urfani sl~orvl-wool llas never been iluported to the Pulljab, it 11i1vi11g d l  been 
forc~bly diverted to C'oahn~ere. The o l~ ly  wool that ever reached the loollrs of Nurlair and 
A111rit.ir was the C l ~ a ~ l t a ~ ~ g  wo111 COIII~II:: l ' ro~l~ tile Chinese tarr~tories of Rudok and 
Churruuti a l ~ d  S U I , I ~ U I I ~ I I I ;  cu~~ntr ics ,  i ~ u d  w l ~ i c l ~  is ill rvrry rcsllect v.~stly inferior to the 
" 'I'urt,t~~i " wool producrd in 111e I I I O I I I I L ~ I ~ I I ~ ~ S  (li~trit.ts of E a s t e r ~ ~  ' ~ U I  k c ~ t a u ,  a ~ ~ d  deriving 
its llallle l i . ~ ~ ~ r i  the city of 'I'urlLll. I t  isthia rvqu~sitely fine wool t l ~ a t  i* ill Casl~tiitrc nlndc 
u p  illto sllawls and other fabric. of tiucl~ surpas>il~g be;~uty ;IS to rcn~ler Casl>mere shawla 
celel~r.~ted ~iearly all tlver the wo~ld. 'Tl~ere is u~ ,w al1n4,st a ce~.t:rinty of ~~lcnt i ru!  suppl~rs  of 
this sl1a\~1-\vool being iniporlt*~l every year i111u t l ~ e  Pulljab ; i~nd  wit11 t h ~ a  malerlal, r l~ere 
is no reason why the n ~ a n u f ~ c ~ u r e r s  of Amlitsir and otlrer 11laces sl~uuld [lot p~oduce  goode 
equal in every way t o  thosr 11la11e a t  S e r i n i ~ y r .  'L'l~e i~lnuunt of tine 1)usl1111 i~n l )<~r t# ,d  ibis 
year into Lclr fro111 Yarkantl was orlly 1.25 r i ~ a u ~ ~ d s  (abf r?O Iba.); uf tl~ia, o ~ ~ l v  13 ~uaunds, 
worth i r ~  L e l ~  about 650 rupees, \ v e ~ ~ t  d o w ~ ~  to the I'unjab ; the rest went to Cra11111er.. . 'I'l~e 
sllanl-wool that \\,as brout.11t do\vl~ was sold in the ~'ulljab a1 a (~rofit of about 75 Ilcr Ccllt. 
over the price a t  L e l ~ .  Churub or bl~ung, it is g e ~ ~ e r . ~ l l y  called by the latter lralrle by the 
tradt.rs, the extract 01' hemp, has fur Illany years formed tlre s t ,~p l r  export I r o ~ ~ r  Y a ~ k a n d .  
TIIIS year, 1,830 ~naunds  (pukka) arrived, wort l~ in Lelr about 68,590 rupee*. 0 1  this, 
about 817 ~iraunds were taken to the Punjab, eight n~aunds  tu Cas l~o le~e ,  and the r e ~ u a i ~ ~ d e r  
w a s ,  o n i ~ l g  to the lateness of tbe seasorl, detained in Ladal i l~.  'Ihe article b e c a ~ ~ l e  ::llnost 
a glut in the market, and the merchnnts had d i f i c u l ~ y  in findi~lg a sale for ~ t ,  and there is 
evely pr~,bilbility that in f u t ~ ~ r e  the q u a ~ ~ t i t y  ol' bhung will I J ~  ~ ~ ~ u c h  less, aud that 11 si l l  
be replaced by shawl-ivool, silk, felts, gold and silver, preclous stones, and o t l ~ r r  articles. 

6. A s  shown in the annexed Table A, all o l l~er  a~.ticles conle o ~ ~ l y  i l l  snlall qui~ntities ; 
but in ilddition to  w l ~ a t  is there put duwn, almost every trader i ~ n d  I~ilg~.ini b r ~ n g s  turquoises, 
gc~ld du,t, silver iligots, ; ~ n d  ~ ~ t l ~ e r  a~,ticles of value, ichicl~ he d i spos~s  of to pay the cuatouls 
duties and road ex )erists. 

Felts, cotton, silks, raw and nianu~actuled, pushn~ ,  and otI~er  fabrics of ~uixed silk and 
cotton, cat.!)ets, coloured and e~ubroidert.tl, leather from Russia and Bokhara, eilvcr ingots, 
called Yanibres or I<urus, gold bars ; I I I ~  gold dust, suap, a ~ ~ d  many o t l~er  a~licler, always 
come in gre:lier or less quantity, and the trade in ill1 tllesc will u ~ ~ d o u l ~ t e d l y  incret~se ellor- 
mously. 'rllis year a large ~iumber of silk handkercl~irfs of t l ~ e  t l~innrst  testurr and of 
b r i l l i a~~t  variegated colours came fr111n B o k l ~ a ~ a ,  and a 11)aund ol 'cornnio~~ sea-wecd from 
C l ~ i n i ~  : this article is exported to the Punjab and used as  a ~netlicine for goitre. I t  doubt- 
less derives its virtuc from conti~inin; iotl~ne. 

7. The imports into Lt-h rroni Chnntang and Ll~assa conaist chiefly of Chantang wool, 
sheep wool, b ~ i c k  tea, I I I U S ~ ,  hilk al,tl line11 cloth, and salt. 

Four hundred and sixty ~l launds or  pusl~m wool and 75 maunJs of s1ieel)'s wool, wort11 
about 23,500 rllpees, were broueht from Cliantang, and nea~ly  the wl~ole of it espw ted tn 
Cilsl~niere nntl Bultistan. The Chantang wool, \vliich goes in large quantities to the Punjab,  
is carried direct  fro^^^ Garo and Hutlok without passing t l ~ r o ~ ~ g l i  L a d a k l ~ .  Brick lea cunles 
fro111 C h i ~ ~ a  through Lhassa in I q e  quantities, and is chiefly for consumption in Ladakh  
and Cashn~ere and surrounding districts. T h e  an~ount  this year was o t ~ l y  175 n ~ a t ~ n d s ,  not 
above one-third the usual qunntlty ; the bricks usually weigh about t l~ree seers, and sell for 
:ibout 12 rupees ill L e h , ' b e i ~ ~ g  a t  the rate of two rupees per poul~d. T l ~ i s  kind of tea is not 
t akc t~  to Yarknnd and Central Asia. 

Musk and various kinds of silk and orl~er  piece-goods come in small qua~~ti t ies ,  but since 
the  disturbance on  the C h i ~ ~ e s e  Croot~er and the rebell~on of the b laho~~~ec lan  population, all 
exl)orts from C l ~ i n a  have greatly dimi~iished. Salt is very la~.gcly iu~ l~o~tec t  l run~  ltudok, 
but the trade ill this article is a monopoly of the Cashmcre G o v e r n ~ ~ ~ e n t ;  it is chiefly taken 
to Casho~ere, and is carried " Big;irM thruugl~ Lad;tkl~ by the people of the country. 

The  total valueof the i l ~ ~ p o r t s  illto Leh tiom Chantang and Yarkand during the year was 
about 1,71,000 rupees; whereas in Mr. Davies' Trade Report, the n u ~ o u l ~ t  is laill down a t  
3,90,000, showing e din~inulion of more than two laklis of rupees ill the last six ywrs. The 
falling off' is chiefly in the articles cl~urus, shawl-wool, tea, s ~ l k s ,  ant1 horses ; of the latter, 
not olle was this ycar b roug l~ t  for side, and I believe that none have come for thrde or four 
years past, as they were all taken for the Casl~rnrre G o v e r u m e ~ ~ t  a t  very low prices, and their 
export to British territory was prohibited. 

8. The exports from the Punjab into L e h  and thence to Yarkand are s l~own i r ~  Tsble B. 
Colton piece-goods here for111 the staple article ; they are chiefly of El~glisli manufacture. 

T h e  total amount was 482 u~aunds, worth about 66,000 rupees in A n ~ r i k ~ r  a r ~ d  84,000 in 
Ladnkl~. All kinds of cot to^^ goods are greatly in demand in the Yarkar~d u~arket, aud tlie 
waders say that  alniost an u~~limited anlount could be disposed of, and that tlie Euglisl~ goods 
arc oi'111uch belter quality and are n~ucl i  cheapzr than those conlit~g from Russia. If, how- 
ever, the ~nerchants  send up goods of inl'erior yuality, a s  they are incllned to do, the tmde is 
sure to suffer, for i r  is most necessary that b~lglisll manuL~cturcrs sl~oulcl keep uo t h e ~ r  
character for superiority, otherwise they will be driven out of the market by Russia11 goods. 
Apparently, this has already been done in the rase of broadcloths, lor whicl~ thera is a very 
great h n a u d ,  but old and inferior articles only were sent up from H i n d u s t ; ~ ~ ~ ,  and SOIUQ 
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found no sale, a l t l ~ o u ~ l i  a very coneidk.rable sllpply comes rrol~r ltussia and dells at  a very 
high price. 'Vhe chleftlen~end is I G ~  clo:h 01' hright colirurn, red, blue, green, i u ~ d  !14low, 
kc., R I I ~  only really ~ o u n d  tlurable ~ i ~ a t e r ~ n l n  will sell. 

Tea i s  consunl~d  ill lu~,ge quantities ull ~ h r o ~ ~ g h  Eabtrrn 'rurkesti~r~, nnd now t l ~ ; ~ t  the 
Chin, se have beer1 (lriven out, and all cornmuni(~a11o11 wit11 C h i l ~ ; ~  IS c l ~ t  off', thc wl~ol~:  sujr- 
ply caonles ko111 H I I I C : I I S ~ ; I I I ;  a li~rgc P I I ~ I ) I Y ,  ho\vcver, COI I ICS  fro111 Itu*aia, a ~ ~ d  sells a t  
enor1rlou.q 12 and 15 rupee, per seer, a ~ t d  t l ~ e  I.l~;r!;ra brick tea is not i l l  clenla~ld. 
Hitllcrto l i r L l e  011t C l i ~ n : ~  Leo, l>urcl~a.c~l by the t~.arlers I I ?  13011rbay i~nd Cirlcutt;~, 11:1s beerl 
trird. l 'h<, tea tl~c.v t ; ~ k e  is gt.nerollv ofunlv .ec<~nd rate q r ~ ; ~ l i t y , : i ~ ~ ~ l  yet ~t sells # ! I  L:~(lakh 
at  two rlll,ees, and in Yarki~nd at  11's. 9.  H and thret, rulbee* I)rr poul~d;  but I U  18UU a 
con.;~Jeral,le q~~;untity of K:ingra tea was sent 1111  by the Wilzir ~ ~ l ' h l a r ~ ~ l i ,  alrd Ietclled Its. 2. 8 
in I.(.ll ant1 t11rc.e rupees I I I  Yarkand. Only :retbn tea filltls a $ah:; the peul)le will 
hardly I,,ok at  black t e a ;  h ~ ~ t  tl19, taste l i ~ r  t t a - d ~ i ~ ~ k i n : :  is univera.~l a ~ n o ~ ~ g s t  a l l  vl:~sses of 
peol)le t l ~ r o u ~ l ~ o t ~ t  Eas~ern 'I'urkistal~, a11t1 the cou1111.y offers a s l ~ l e l ~ d ~ d  n~arke t  1i1r Ilinlalaya 
tea, and I beliwe tli;lt allnost any qnantily of' grwn tea of good quality wctulil lilld a sale 
a t  Yalk.~nd at  ren~~lr~crat ive I,rices. It is r ~ i ~ t ,  however, neces-11ry to send lhe Ira beyond 
L o d ; ~ k l ~ ,  lor tlie Yarkii~~tl i  merch;ults \\'auld be quite read) to purcl~ase the t x . i l  ot Leh, ;inti 
in nll I,rol,ability, in li~ture years, at  l'alalnl>orl! I:uir. 'L'he mercl ia~~ls who take, 111, the tea 
must be prellaretl to receive ~ r a v ~ c c n t  partly in ~nercliand~st! and pi11.tly ill gold a1111 silver, 
in tile proi,ort~oll of about tbro-tliirtls of tile tilrn~er, as trilde is cl~iefly c ;~r r~ t ld  O I I  I,! barter, 
and I I O ~  by c a ~ h  pay~iients. 'l'lier~ is great hope, too, that 111 a few yeilrz the Indiilll teas 
will find tl~cil. way to Rusui;~ by Illis route, and there find a rt!;~tly sale, in t l ~ e  same way 
that t l ~ e  China teas now do, for the dis~ilnce l'r1r111 Kangra to t l ~ e  ilearest Russia11 Ixlrts is 
only about t n o  and a half mont l~s ' jo~~rney ,  whereas fr<rm China to Ilussia is a 1:11id journey 
ol' five or six ~ n o ~ ~ t l i e '  duration. The best Cliin;~ teas sell a t  rnorlllous prices in liussia, a ~ ~ d  
I hear I I O M ~  that  some of the Indian te .1~ sent by sea to St .  Petersburg have been Ilighly 
approved of there, so that t l~ere is much i r ~  f .~vtJur o i  the Indian leas co~npet~ l ig  success- 
fully with the China ones if sent overland tl~rough Central rlsii~. 127 n~; lu l~ds  of China 
tea li,o~n the Punjab reaclied Leli last season, aud was selling at an average p ~ i c e  of two 
rupzes per pound. 

Spices, s i~q ;~r ,  goat skins, indi o, are all greatly in d o m a ~ ~ d  at  Leli for the Yarkand market, 
aud are sold zit great profit. d a r l y  all the articles n~e~~t icmed is 'rnble B fetch a 11.h 
price, and such articles as needles, scissors, and so on, ere in great request. 

Opium \ \as  formerly the chief export fro11i the Punjab, but du l i~ lg  the last two years, 
since llle Chinese were driven out, tlie opium trade has enti~ely ceased, and many nier- 
chants have large stores of opium lying unsold in Yarknnd, and their lusnrs have been 
enormous, and there has, consequently, been a great diniinutlon in ger~eral trade on this 
account. According to navies' report, opium to the value of 50,000 rupees was annually 
impor~ed into Leh. The tot;~l e x p o r t a t i ~ ) ~ ~  from the Pulljab to Leh cluring the year a~nonnted 
to 1,8oo maunds of goods, worth about 1,73,000 rupees; twcl-thirds went by the Kulu and 
Lahoul route, and tlie remainder by Kan~poor and Casli~nere. Nearly the whole of the trade 
fronr the Punjab passes through to Yarkand, which is the trading rlep6t or mart for tile 
whole of Central Asia. Trading caravans from Bokhau,  Kolan ,  and tile Russian posses- 
eions, Kashgar, Turfiln, Aksu, and all the cities to t l ~ e  north-east, Klitrtan, and U I I L I I  the last 
two yt.ius from China, all meet at  Yarkand, and thcre the merchants barter their ~ 0 o d . i ;  
and Yorkand is the focus of the trade of all the sur rou~~ding  countries. Up to 1062 the 
exports from the Punjab to Ladakh were valueil a t  about 1,80,000 rupees, or nearly the 
sallie as in tlie past year; but during the last three or four y e m  the tlade has, according to 
all accounts, been dim~l~ishing rapidly, until last year, when it again increased. 

9. I n  Tables C and D I have shown the exports I'roni Leli to Yarkand and Cl~antang 
in one direction, a ~ l d  to the Punjab in tlie other. Thebe of course correspond in a great 
measure with the imports into Leli; but this ycar, o r v i ~ ~ g  to the l a t e ~ ~ e s s  of the arribal of the 
Y a ~ k a n d  kafila, much of the merchandise has been left in Ladakh for the winter, so that 
the esports fro111 Leh to the Punjab do not a ~ r ~ o u n t  to more th i~n  one-third of the exports 
from the Punjab. 

lo .  I11 Table E 1 have sl~own the local trade between Cashmere and L e h ;  this, however, 
ie not a loci11 trade, for nearly the whole of the articles na111ed in the list in reality pass 
between Cashmere and Yarkand, or Cashmere and Chantang. 

11. With regard to the customs duties levied a t  Leh, the lollowing alterations and re- 
misaio~~s have been made d u r i ~ ~ g  t l ~ e  past year. The  extra duties of clroo11~i, nurrer bufti, 
blokerage whicl~ were formerly levied, have b ~ e n  entirely remitted ; and a t  the e11d of the 
season, the tax of five rupees and one felt on every caravan, or as  it was actually levied on 
every trader, in addition to the custo~iis duties, W;IS also remitted. The duties on spices and 
piece-goods coming by Kulu to Ladakh have been reduced from Rs. 1. 4 and Rs. 2. 8 
respectively per rnaund of 16 seers, to 1 0  nnnas; hut the most important change is 
that od all gocrds passing only in transit tl~rough Ladakh ei111er coming from or going to 
British possessions, a transit duty of 5 per cent. ad valorem, according to the invoice value, 
is now levied, instead of the fotmer double duties, import ancl export, which often anlounted 
to more than cent. pel ccnt., and were destructive to trade. This concession, which ought 
to have been in force since 18fi-I if the tiriff of duties then agreed upon had been carrled 
out in their full spirit, has only now Lee11 acted upon. When this was explained to the 
mercl~ants, their gratification was beyond all bounds, and I cannot better d e ~ c r i l ~ e  the 

benefits 



TRADE OF INDIA WITH EA6TERN TURKESTAN, kc. 

benefte they derive lrom the cd~nnge than by givinc the Colloainp ina~ance :-A 11:lrty of 
Yarkondi ~ ~ ~ r r c l t a ~ ~ t *  ciknrr clown \,it11 c~bout 30 ponv-loir~ls of zoods which  hey wldhrd b 
carry t l r r r ~ ~ ~ g h  to the P~rn i~ tb ,  III IV~II ! :  llenrd tllwt thr dtltivu were remitted. The ~ I I I ~  de- 
manded f1or11 then1 i l l  Let1 ~ I I I O L I I I ~ ~ . ~  tas over 800 rupecss, 11nr1 to 11ay t111s thry would have 
bee11 o b l ~ g  11 to have solll 11e.lrly I1i11t t l ~ e ~ r  wales, a. c:trl~ a.i~s very scnrce, to Iluy tile duty 
on thr r c ~ ~ ~ a ~ n d e r .  I, h~j\veier, clnly pt-rn~ilted t l ~ c  5 1,c.r ce~gt. I I : I I ! S ~ I  dur). to Ihe I v v ~ ~ t l  on 
then), and the wl~ole ;111rou11tc.t1 t.1 o111.y 6 5  rupers ~ ~ ~ s t c a t l  01' c,vt.r 000. 11' irl tllis case 
tlre double duty hud born ti~hen, the I I I C I I  W I ~ I I I ( I  l i i t~e b:~~ttrt.d thr:~r goods in Leli, re- 
turr~ed ill ciirgust to Yarkantl, a ~ ~ d  t ~ i ~ d c  \ V U L I I ~  I I L I S C  I~ern ~ I I ~ O H I I  back ~ I L ' I I ~ I I  fix u~lother 

uarter c~f a c e ~ ~ t u r y .  As 111.trrly all tlr? I I I ~  rcliantl~h? th i~ t  c o ~ ~ ~ r s r i t l ~ e r  I ~ O I I I  Y . t rka~~d or Iliu- 
Bultall 111creIy prs,uer ia ~ I ~ I I S I ~  I ~ I O I I , ~  ~ . d a k ~ ~ ,  t . l ~ i h  ~ I ~ I I I S I I  d l ~ t ?  01 I per tenr. i3 ~ I I ~ Y I I I ~  clutl 
thnt tI:c 1,egular trarler i\ i l l  I~itve I O  pay; but I callnut 111,Ip csl~rcasing I I I Y  col~i~i~o!~ ~I la t  i l  d~lt! 
6 el c c ~ ~ t .  I S  escesslvt to clrargc OII zoods ~ ~ i e ~ e l y  11ns.ing in tr.111s11 t l i r o u ~ l ~  n curlier ofthe 
hPal~:tri~jali'sdoulirlioljs,tllld i l l  i~ co1111try n l ~ e ~ e n t . ~ l ~ i a ~ j r w l ~ ~ i b ! ~ e r  18 ~10111~ t ~ ~ ~ ~ b r ~ r r v ~ ~ a i r i ~  
or fac.ilil;~tr c u r t ~ ~ ~ ~ u n i o . ; r ~ i o ~ ~ .  'I'lle rg~ad t l ~ r u ~ ~ g l ~  1.udaLI1 ge~~erullv 1118s th1oug11 ~ I I I I I I ~ I I ~ ~  tract, 
of a l ~ ~ l o s t  desert country n ~ ~ d  over dangerous ~ I I I ~  cIifli~.uI~ I ~ I O I I I I L . L ~ ~  pi~-ses ~ I I I ~  I ICIOSJ  u11- 
bridgrd rivers, and if a lrigl~ (fLr 5 ller c e ~ ~ t .  is 11igl1) tri~risit duty i.cliargcd. sctrnetl~i~~;: bhould 
be doc~e lo assist the tr.tdr:r+. Besides the present route tl~r~tuglr Lc.11, tl~ert. i* auoth, r and 
11ruc11 easier road, whicl~ i ~ a s  for ;I long ti111e beer1 quite clo-ed by 1111. 1.aJakl1 c~flic~als, but 
w11icI1 was lronr all acc,oul~ts mu, 11 ti.equented i l l  f;)r~ner yearn. T l l ~ s  route leaves the 
regular road Iron1 Kulu to Leh either at Hukclren, and tl~ence passes east and n o ~ t l ~  to Puga 
and the I ~ e i ~ d  (wcstern extremity) of the pan go^^? Lake, or else leaves the I.rh road at 
Ugslli c~n the Indus, and crosRes by an euey pass to 'L'~11tse aud Panpcrng. The road then 
ascerrds the C h a ~ ~ g  C h e ~ ~ n i o  Vulley and crosbes l l ~ e  Cl~nng ChenmoPusa, wl~ich is very caay 
and Free from snow, after which ~t lics for several marel~ea over wide u ~ ~ d u l a t i ~ ~ g  plai~rs 18od 
crossrs all easy pass into the Ki~rakilsl~ Itiver, and folio\\-s the stre.~m lor six nlarchtn to 
Sukeit, a station two n~i~rc!les to the north of the Karaktwani Pass, w l ~ c ~ . e  it joins the pre- 
sent Yal kand road. This route i. only ubot~t the annre I I U I I I ~ ~ ~  01' marcl~cs as tllc prrsrnt 
route, but is f'rou~ all i~ccounts ~ ~ ~ o s t  casy. T l ~ e  passrs are all low and lree fro111 snow or 
gacier, and thew ar t  no l i i l e  ( l ; in~erous rivers to cniss, and over the wide plaius 110rt11 of 

hang C h e n ~ ~ l o  (called Aksai grass and fucl arr  I ~ l e ~ ~ t i f u l .  'I'hr roar1 lics e ~ ~ t ~ r t l y  in 
Cas11111rre territory, and leaves hinrse I r u ~ ~ t i ~  r far to thr  east. The traders say they ;+re 
quite ready to go by tllis routc; only thry nre aliraicl of 11le Lad:~kh oftici;~l*, wl~o  li~r.ce them 
all to conle to Leh, but n rs t  sruson I 11~1pe tile lirw route will be ol~entd.  11' t l ~ e  traders 
pass t1irou:li Ladakh ui11ro11t s t o p l ~ i ~ ~ g  at  Lell, I t h i ~ ~ k  n cluty of 24 per cent. is all tbnt 
shnuld be levied. In Yarkand only 24 per cmt. is levied 011 good6 for the double journey 
to Ladakh a ~ ~ d  hack, and this shrl i~s a liberality 011 the part of its ruler well \ \ort l~y of 
imitation of the Cab11mel.e Government. During myreside~~ce at  Leh I was able eut~rely to 
preveut any ut~i~uthorised or irregular exactions 011 the part of the Lch olticials, but I all1 
quite convinced that nothing less than the presence of a British officer in L e l ~  will 
hinder a return to all the fornier abuses, and of this all the merchautv are only too well 
aware. 

12. The total amount of C U F ~ O I I I J  duty collected a t  Leh during the ar was 16,000 
rupees; tI~is d ~ . e s  not i11clude the duty on plods from the Punjab tIlrvugIl F:s~lnlere, as this 
is levied at Jumoo. Ofthis  sum, 12,500 rupeesnas on goods liassing to a ~ ~ d  horu Cnsh~l~ere,  
and 3,500 rupees on goods passing between Hindustan and Yurkand. Of course, during 
the past year the reduction of duties has d~minished the cus to~i~s  rece~pts probably by about 
one-third or one-hall ; but there IS every round for believing that in future years the revenue 
of the country r i l l  not be even a direct foser, as  the increase of trade will nlole than 1110ke 
up for the ~liminisl~ed rate of duties, and the indirect advantages to the cou~ltry from increase 
of trade will be enormous. 

13. T l ~ e  trade between Cashmere and the ~~eig l~bour ing  states is carried on in great mea- 
sure by trading agents of the Cashmere Government, and this systenl acts most unl:avourably 
ou the general trade. The us11;11 p l a ~ ~  is as  fol!ows :-Crrtnin sums of money are adva~iced 
to traders out of' funds set aside for that purpose, and lor this they pay o~ily n moderate 
rate of interest to the Government; but besides this, they have always to pay a l a ~ g e  share 
of the profits to the D i w a ~ ~  at  Jamoo and the Ladakl! oficinls; and they ale employed ae 
agents and news-writers, besides acting 11s traders. As a matter of course, they are fnvoured 
in every way by tlre Cashmere officials, and have an unlnir adva~rtnge over private traders, 
and it is with t l ~ e m  a great object to injure the latter as much as possible, nnd keep a 
n~onopoly of the trade in their own h a ~ ~ d s .  IChalukdar, aga~ns t  who111 such general conl- 
plaints have been ~nnde,  went to Yarkand ill this capac~ty, and ~t wns by the influence of 
two of ~ h e s e  men, backed by the Tl~anadar at  Leh, that Purhoo Sahai was ruined three 
years ago. T h e ~ e  are many of tl~ese agents e n ~ ~ l o y e d  at  Yark:~nd, and the trade wit11 
C h a n r a ~ l ~  ; ~ n d  Lllassa is entirely in their hands, and IILI one else is allowed to go. Between 
the Goverllnlent ofCaslrmere and Lhassa there is a regular sgreernent that all the mercl~an~lize 
slloul~l be carried '<legcrr " in their resl)ective territories, ant1 every third year a merchant 
called " Cl~abba  " conies fro111 Lhassa with a large consignnieut of goods for Ladakl~ and 
Cashmere, and one iigent from Cashniere goes to Lhassa in the same way everythird yenr and 
returns the next. I n  all ~bese  transactions the Cashmere olficialb have a direct interest, and 
they, of course, try to favour their agents at  the expense of private merchants, oncl general 
trade is thereby injured. The goin to the Governnlent of Casl~mere is ve!y tr~fling, but the 
system gives rise to abuses in many ways, and is a source of loud c o ~ l ~ l ~ l a ~ u t  on the pnrt of 
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tile traders, and, a s  I have more fully rel:~ted in my previous reporte, Cashmere 
pgcllta in Yllrkslld have been by Illlee ~e~)resenrat ions getting 111e kl i r~t lus~ani  nlerchants 
into ~ r o ~ l ~ l ~ ,  and using t l~cir  ~nfluence lo render the letler obnoxious to the Yarkand 
ruler. 

14. 1 ll.erely llele offer R few gencral observati<~ne on the pre>ent slate of  the Cclrtral 
l \ f i a l l  trade :~ntl its Ii~tut.e prospt.cts. n 'or t l~ of the great H i n l ; ~ l , ~ y a ~ ~  range Yarkand is the 
cllief emporia~n,  aud cnlnvans vf n~erch i~n ts  n ~ e e t  ~ l ~ e r e  from all the surroundinp cities and 
c, 1:1111.ier;, as \tpll a s  from the oiorc d i s t a r ~ ~  I)laccs-ns nad; i lshan,  Uokl~arn, the R w s i a n  
P ~ ~ v i ~ l c e s ,  a ~ ~ d .  ~ ~ n t i l  the last two or 111ree ye.,rs, fioru China ; but since the nl~110111edi1rl 
l ebe l l i s~~  in Ko1t11er11 i111d \\'cs~ern C ~ I ~ I I : I ,  all c o ~ ~ i ~ n t ~ n i c a t i o ~ ~  \vitll that cnlplre II;IS been 
alnlost entirely cut off. 'I'lre d r ~ ~ ~ ; ~ n d  i l l  all t l~ese coun~ries  61r lntlia~l products and Englislt 
n ~ a n ~ ~ l n c t ~ : r c s  is c-nor~nous, i ~ n d  they can sul~l)ly I I I  r c l u r ~ ~ ,  to iln allnost unliolilcd e s t s ~ ~ t ,  
6 1 ~ n \ \  I-wool, silk, I ~ h u ~ l g ,  gold and s ~ l \ e r ,  and precious ston),?;, nnd nlan t l  article. T h e  
~ I ( ~ C ~ I ; I I I I S  0 1  Hindustan e ~ t h e r  t n t r  their goods ilirect to Y a r k i ~ ~ ~ d ,  or t a r t e r  t1le111 i ~ t  Leb,  
a ~ ~ d  t l ~ i s  yea1 Illan). Ya~.handis went tlorrn tu Kulu ant1 the P u ~ ~ j s b ,  t l~ough u ~ ~ f i ) r l ~ ~ n a t e l ~  
all \\ere loo late for the P a l n ~ n ~ l o r e  Fair. I ha re  conve~sed freely \s i t l~ nearly all tlic men 
who came n \ e r  from Yarknnd, and all said the same t l~ing,  :~ny  number \\,ere reatly to  
cc~nle i l  they itZere sure o j  fair t ~ e a t n i e ~ ~ t  arltl could tincl a ~ n a ~ k e t  lor the goods, and it mas 
u~~i\.ersally believed that in f n t u ~ e  years the trade \rould incrr.a.e enor~nously. At present 
Russii~n 1)rotluee and ~ ~ ~ n n ~ ~ f a c t u r e s  lo a cons~deral~le  i~nrount f i ~ ~ d  their way to Yarkand, but  
alnlost all of t l l rn~  could bc supplied rllore cheal~ly and of Iletter qualily fron~ IIindustan. 
and tl~erc. i. no doubt that English goods can ;llw;~ys compete s ~ ~ c c e s d l ~ l l y  wit11 1211ssian. 
l 'aking all t11in:s into cc~nsitler;~:ion, I think the future prospects of our trade wit11 Central 
Asin are \ c ry  lavou~.ahle, and it' K I I I I ? ; ~  Begi holds his own, all will go d l ,  as he most 
fi~lly appreciates the atlvn!rtagcs of trade, a ~ ~ d  does all he can to assist it. n11t :~~nongut  
people \vho I~ave Ilccn fiSll~ing bet\veen t l~cn~sclves almost from lime in~n~en~or ia l ,  there is no 
io res re i~~g  w l ~ a t  a day 11,:1y I)ring l i r t l ~ ,  and the new kingdonr of Ya~,kand may be u l ~ s t t  a s  
quickly a s  it a ~ o s e ,  a1.d be rollowetl by a reign ol' nnarchy. Such, however, is the respect 
fbr t r ;~dc  ;encr;llly tl~rougliout Asia, m ~ d  so l i~l ly is it a n ; ~ l i o ~ ~ n l  institntion, that, \\hatever 
may be the politicnl statc of' thc country, the probability is th i~ t  trading ol,eratir~ns will not 
suffer I'ol a long time or in any g ~ c a t  tlegree, and w-hat is now required is, tlrat the  mercllnnts 
should Iiave the assur:unce of t l ~ e  B~i t i sh  Government that they will al\r,ays have its pro- 
tection, and that the Cashmere Government will not be permitted agnin to levy esorb~tan t  
tltlties or comnrit acts of  olq~ression. The n ~ e r c l ~ : ~ n t s  will then of their ow11 :~cco~ ,d  soon 
extend their tr;~tling c~pel;~tions, Itnowing. a s  tlley do, the enolnrous p~ofi ts  that can bc matle. 
A n  an~lua l  ti~ir a1 Pal;~nipore will do n~uc.h I; increase the trade, and 111e Ya11r:uldis are  
cel.t;~in nnotl~er year to ;~ t t e r~ t l  it in l a ~ g e  I I U I I I I I ~ I S ,  so I ~ i g l ~ l y  (lid they thinlr of its R ~ V L I I I -  

tag'" but unfo~tunately, owing to the lateness in the arrival of the first caravan last season, 
sca~ce ly  ~ I I J  of the~r,  were able to get doirn in time to be p r e > e ~ ~ t .  

1s. 1 1,rn1)ox here giving a brief visum6 of the political history of Central Asian affairs 
allring t l ~ e  past !ear. T11ree years ago the Chinese, who were i l i  military possession of 
Yarkand and all the States to t l ~ e  east and t l ~ e  north-east, wclc driven out  by the Tungallis 
(military settlers \\ . l~o o~.iginnlly came h o ~ n  P e ~ s i a  anrl the Wes t  as soldiers of so111c ot' the 
Rlalromrd;~n conquerors ond settled down in t l ~ c  country) antl Kuclr;~ris, or IChojar- 01' I<uchi~. 
r .  lire Chinese garr~sons wcre nearly all slitin, and the fcw \she escaped fled eastward. A t  
tlli. tirile Yakoob Beg KIILISII Degi, ;in Andijani, all11 fornlcrly an oRicer in the Kokan army 
figl~ti1lg : ~ g : ~ i ~ ~ s t  Russia,  T IS l i v i ~ ~ ~  ir. Kasllgar, t v l ~ e ~ e  I I C  11:rd taken up l ~ i s  abode, and was 
I lonr~n:~l ly an officer of' the Iiokan Government. Wlren the Chinese \isere defeated, 11e raised 
a force o t ' K a s l ~ g ; ~ ~ i s  and Andijanis and alti~cked the Klroj:~s in Ynrkn~~d ,  but \sa* twice de- 
fe;lletl and driven I1ac.k; Ilut a l  last I I C  prevailetl, and killetl nrn1.1y all t l ~ e  Tunganis 
opl~o,.~cl I~iln, u ~ ~ d  r l ~ e  Kucllaris rc!tirecl to ICucl~a, and I i l~usl i  Bcgi becan~e  ruler of Yar- 
kaud. About the same time. I-Iaji I-labib-oollah Khan, a vrrv powerlul Z e n ~ i n d a ~  of  
Kl~o tan ,  a11 oltl man \vl~o 11;llI latrly rcrurned fiom pilgrin~age to Mecca, was 111aced on the 
throne ol' Khotan. Y a r k a ~ ~ d ,  Kholan, and all the neighbouring states were then only 
dependencies and tributaries 01' Iiokan, and their rulers acknowledged the s u t h o ~ . i t . ~  of its 
king, Khoda Yar Khan. Habib-oollah K ~ I ~ I I ,  the fi~keer, a s  he is generally called, is said 
to 11;lve ruletl with great crueity ; 1111der him neithel. l ~ f e  nor property mere safe, and he 
robbed all  is sul~jects to fill 111s treasury, a ~ ~ d  the I<l~otanis are bald to have aslcccl Kllush 
Utgi to I~ell) t h e ~ n  to depose tlrrir king. I heard also that I-labib-oollah had refused to 
;~ckno\\ledge the Khokan autllority, ant1 Klrush Begi atlackecl him nominally to 1 1 r i l 1 ~  his 
country again under subjeclion to their cornmoll master; I)ut wl~atever may havz I)eell his 
pretext, K l ~ u s l ~  Begi wils evidently deterrl~illed to annes Khotao, and a t  the rnd of 10(ib: 
Ile iniprisonetl the Kl~o tan  envoy, then in Yarkand ; but the letter, seizing an ol,portunity, 
sent otf two of his serv:lnts \ \ ~ t h  n letter to Kllotan ; the ~nessengers were, ho\vever, de- 
tected, and the letter found concenle(l in a shoe, and t ! ~ e  two men shot, and t l ~ e  envoy, 
under threat of a l ~ k e  fate, was forced to give full inlormatior1 regarding the strellgtll of 
Klrot;rn, its garrison, and its lneans of defence. 

At the beginning of 1067 Kllusll Begi, who llad fbr some time been Innking 1)l.epara- 
tions, sent a large force against Kilotan, but, to  avoid suspicion and alarm, he disl~atclled 
i t  in small det;lchments, :lnd wl~en all were assenlbled wi~hirl two or three days' march 
the to\vu, he joined the arm)., and by treachery and under pretext of making a friendly 
alllance, he I ~ e ~ u i l e d  Habib-uollall Khan and his son into his camp, alld af ter  rt:ceiving 
t l ~ e ~ n  \vith great honour and llandsomely entertaining them, Ile in the nigllt made tIlelll 

their 
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their followers prisoners, and !he next day, using the captive's signet ring, he eun~n~onr t l  all 
chiek A I : ~  niilitary officers of Khotxn to his camp, and as they were on their way he sent a 
botly of troops by another roule, wl~ich took po.iszssion of the town ant1 Ibrt almost wi~I~c ju t  
opl~osition, a s  t l~ere were no leadcrs, and no one was prepared to oHtr resistance. A t  the 
same ti111e he seized all the men who Irad come nut to his culiil~. Kl~ush  Begi then I l i m -  
self entered K h o t a ~ ~ ,  and secured 11 large treasure in gold and silver, and appointed a uew 

,wernor. Soon after this, sollie of the Kl~t,tan \r.o~r~en, wl~o  I I ~ I ~  bee11 give11 over to Khul;h 
%egiss oEcers, formed a plot ~ I I I ~ I I  j s t  t1~1rrselvt i  alld till(-d 41;any o I  their nesv I I ~ s ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  
and the people of the country rose against t l~eir  new nla\tel.s. Upon t l~ i r ,  Khush Beyi 
ordered the execution ol'olil H:~bib-oollal~, Iris son, and all I: i .  I'~)llo\vers \rho had bee11 ae~lt  
a s  ~)risoners to Yarkarrd, and a ~ c n e r a l  Illassirere b l ' t l ~ r  nrrn ol'tlre coilutry to(& place, and 
rnany thuusands were alait~ (but l l ~ e  wornell were slr;lrrd), and Lbe to~enx of Ilclii, Earakaull, 
and ut l~ers  were given up to ~)luntler. Jlc.r~l!ant., both native ant1 fu re iq~~ ,  were gellerally 
prntccted, but the Kaslinrir Vateel, Naj:lf S l ~ a h ,  was 1111111.isoned ant1 sent to Yark.~nd, : I I I ~  

only ~e!rased after payment of a heavy f i l e  H e  wils accusutl of 11avi11g consp~red aqallrst 
K l ~ r ~ s h  Begi, who seems at  this tinir to  have bcr11 offended wit11 the Cilsl~mere Govern~ueot 
for having formed a n  alliance with K l l o t a ~ ~ ,  i ~ n d  i ~ l s ~  fbr c s ~ a b l ~ s l r i ~ ~ g  a military post a t  
Shntlula, which is nearly three 111arclrt.s nortlr ol' tlie K a ~ i k o r a n ~  Paas, a ~ ~ d  c o ~ ~ s e q ~ ~ e ~ ~ t l ~  In 
Y a r k ~ ~ ~ r d  territory, and because tlie Cilsl~tnere Vakeels n r i s r z l ~ r ~ ~ s e ~ ~ t e d  tlie relations bct\veell 
Caslrr~~ere i r ~ ~ d  the British Governnicnt by makin.- o l ~ t  1 hilt [Ire forn~er was all-powerful, and 
on these grounds Naj:~f Strah 1~;1s i m p ~ i s o ~ ~ c d ,  a ~ ~ d  the deljbt i ~ t  Sl~adula was desrl.oye[l. 

Al'trr having completelv subdnetl Khotiur, Kllual~ Begi n~al.cIied on wit11 his forcrs, said 
to Ire about 15,oOo stronk, and chit fly c o ~ n ~ o s e d  of Badaksliani~, and Kerghiz, and Kip- 
chak, w l ~ o  are Tartar Mahoniedans, to Aksu, where 11e was recelvcd by the 'L'unganis w ~ t h -  
out resistance. H e  then advi~nced to Kuc l~a ,  and, after twv or three sevcre battles, took 
the place and drove out the K!roji~ ormy, \vh~cll fled to Kond T u ~ ~ : I I I ,  lilr to t l ~ e  e;rstward. 
H e  then took Sairam, Shah-Yar, Us11 Turfan, a ~ ~ d  when last 11e.u.d of was on Ili. way back 
to  K : ~ s h ~ a r .  Whilst engaged in these e x l ~ l i t s ,  Ire closed the ro.rd to Ladakir, and ;efilsCd 
to a!lotv anyone to pass; but directly Ile l~at l  conil~leted llis c * ~ ~ r q u ~ ~ s t s ,  lie ga te  o ~ . i I e ~ s  for 
the o ~ e n i n g  of the roatl, and the Yarkand kafila re;ichcd L.adakll in del~teniber. l o  K~c113, 
the dipchaks, under one of his officers, M11zi1 Ahnred, co~rsl)ired again-t Khush Begi, but 
the p l ~ t  was discovered, and, acting wit11 11;s usual vipour, K h u s l ~  Begi ~ u a d e  a \vholes~le 
s l a ~ ~ g h t e r  of the mutineers, to tlie nu~nher  of about 2,000. 

l'lle latest news received was, that I<hush Begi was orgaoising a I,trge I'orce a~ i t l  I,ower- 
fill artillery, and had s e ~ ~ t  all envoy to Bokliara with o f i e ~ s  of  assislance ag'linst Itu-sia; 
and t h ~ s  report is confirmed by I I I C I ~  fro111 Bok11a1.a t ~ f  the arl.~val of this envoy. K11usl1 
Begi seems to have entirely ~ h r o w l ~  OH' rhe Kokan yokc, and to be uilr prepared to  rain- 
tail1 Ili. indrpe~rdrnce. Late reports froni Bokllara give out that k l ~ o d a  Yar 6 1 1 ~ 1  bas 
asked tlle Russiat~s to assist him against Yarliand, but it is unlikely that Russia will give 
ally material a ~ d ,  i ~ s  her hands seen1 to be full, and probably K l ~ u s h  Bcgi is quite able to 
maintain his ORII  against Kokan. He 11;1s now with him n son of the 1.1te king of  Kokao, 
who was killed some 20 years ago by the then king of Bokhi~ra, and his throne usurl,e,1 by 
Khoda Yar Khan;  i t  is IIO\V s n ~ d  that Khush Begi will support the clairns of this young . - 
prince to the Kokan Lhrone. 

lillusll Beg1 is undoubtetlly a brave, energetic, skilfi~l soldier, und a vigorous, tllollgll 
perllal~s unscrupulous, rl!ler. H e  is described as  maintaining very strict discii,line i l l  his 
arm". and is very severe ill punishing any fault, but otlierw~se IIC treats his solrlirrj tvell. 
antl'ii very geneious and lav~sll in his Lxpentliture. l-le treats merchants well, n ~ i ~ l  the 
taxation over other classes of the lreol~le is not excessive, and he is undoubtedly t~oth I'eal,ed 
and resl~ected by his subjects. T h e  eKect of  his consolidating all the provinces of E.1stel.n 
Turkistao under one vigorous rule must be adva~ltageous to t l ~ e  couorries tllem.*elv?s 
their ne~gl~bours ,  and in every way benetic:ial t o  trade; and I I ~ I ~ I I K  t h i ~  is a good i,l,ilor- 
tullity for all attempt on the lrart of the Indian Govrrnl~leot lo enter into frientlly rn.l.lti,)ns 
wit11 the new kingdom of Yarkaod, w h ~ c h  comprises not les. t!rnn 30,000 squart. mil?<, ;tnd 
con~a ins  nrore than a dozen large and important towns. I t  \\.auld, I I'eel conficlel~t, 11;lve :, 
very good effect to send a11 accredited envoy t11 Yarkand to conc'ude a I~ i rnd lv  ;t!Iiance 
wit11 K I I U S ~ I  Be+, and to give 11im a true and just idea of  our wisl~es and intelrtions. 
Tllere is no doubt that  he is niost a r~s ious  to bc O I I  ltiendly terms with us, but is \cry sus- 
ficio~rs of our motives, and as lie now only hears false an11 garbled a c c o u ~ ~ t s  of  our jlollry, 
le will 1levt.r feel real confidence in us unless sonle such course be adopted to  rvirssure his 

mind; of course, this could o111y be done if rile country remains settled. No further direct 
ne\vs can now come from Yarkand belbre Rlay or June, and bcfore then iruI)ortant ch.rnger 
may of course occur, but it seems 11ig11ly probable that Khush Bcsi will be able to retirill t l i ~  

posltiol> a s  absolute ruler ol' 11is new kingdom of Yarkalld. 

16. 1 h;lve not, ill this report, in any way described the internal state OF Latlalil~ and its 
system government, or the conditioii of its inhabitants, as tllc subject did not fall \vitllin 
the scope of  my duties, and I was of course able to l~rotect all foreign traders f . 0 ~ 1  ,lpl)res- 
>iot1 or wrong of  ally kind. Since IIIY depirltu~e, a new governor or W u i r ,  nalued Ali 
t\kbnr, has been sent up. He is said to bear a very Iligh churactcr for justice and 1 1 o n ~ ~ t ~ ,  
allti I llope this llleasure slrows a desire on the pa1.t ot' the ~DInllarajai~ to carry uot real 
reforms, and to stop all grounds of complaint for the future. 



1 2  PAPERS RELATING TO THE 

TABLE of 

Names of Ardcloa. 

- - 

c h u r t l S  - - - - - 
Puslim, Sha!vl-w00l - - 
Black wool - - - - 
Wool - - - - - 
Cottoll p i e c e - g ~ ~ d ~  - - - 
r e ] t  - - - - 
Felts (numdn) - - - - 
Tea from Lliassa - - - 
Gold dust - - - - 
Silver ingots (kuras) - - 
Cotton - - - - - 
Silk, raw - - - - 
Musl~ ru  (silk and cotton cloth) - 
Handkerchiafs, silk - - - 
Jad\rfur (medioine) - - - 
Turquoises - - - - 
Kiu~son (coloured leather) - 
Chounii - - - - - 
Carpets - - - - - 
Broodclotli - - - - 
Zankose - - - - 
Borese - - - - - 
Puttu - - - - - 
Musk begs - - - - 
Sslt - - - - - 
Kiddukh - - - - 
Paper - - - - - 
Rulgan - - - - - 
Gillir Putta - - - - 

T o ~ ~ ~  - - - 

RBMAILKS. 

Inferior shawl-WOO]. 

Sheep'e wool. 

Coarse cotton cloth. 

Brick tea connumed in 
Tibet and Cashmere. 

Chiefly from Khotan. 

From Bokhara. 

Al l  exported to Yar- 
kand. 

Russian. 

Coarse blanketing. 

Silk olotli for turbans. 

Coarse woollen cloth. 

Al l  thepropertr, Cash- 
mere Government. 

Linen cloth. 

Russian leather. 

See-weed from Clline 
used as medicine. 

during 1867. 

Value a t  

Leli. 

Rs. 
88,590 

23,000 

4,625 

2,260 

1,8?5 

16 

9,420 

28,000 

3,930 

2,088 

10 

360 

25 

6,335 

2,240 

4,000 

72 

13 

240 

86 

224 

2,260 

864 

2,300 

3,600 

1,260 

050 

24 

6 

1,71,002 

ID:P~RTS into Leh from Yarhand and Chantang 

Quantity in J iaunds  (80 Iba.) 

From Yarkand. FromChantang. TOTAL. I 1- 
Ms. r .  

1,830 0 

480 0 

125 0 

75 0 

15 16 

10 in No. 

1,710 No. 

176 0 

Tolas 305 

No. 18 

Seer 16 

1 16 

10 S e e n  

0 19 

1 16 

No. 2,ooo 

1 8  

No. 13 

No. 24 

2 Thans 

28 0 

150 0 

33 o 

No. 400 

3,500 Mds. 

9,500 Thans 

1,000 Sheete 

2 Tlianv 

16 Seers 

6;220 37 

Mdr Srs. 

l,@30 0 

125 0 

- 
- 

16 16 

10 in  No. 

! 1,710 0 

- 
208 Tolas 

18 in No. 

0 16 

1 1 6  

10 seers 

2 18 

- 
- - 

1 8  

13 in No. 

24 No. 

2 Thans 

- 
- - 
- 
- - 
- 
- - 

1,000Sheets 

2 Thans 

0 18 

1,976 21 

dl&. STS. 
- 

986 0 

126 0 

76 0 

- 

- 

175 0 

95 Tolas 

- 
- 

- 
1 16 

2,000 in No. 

- 

28 Thnns 

150 ,, 
a 3  ,. 

405 in No. 

3,600 0 

2,500 Thans 

- - 

- 

------_--- 
4,244 16 
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STATEMENT 

Narnea of Articles. 

Buzzazi, or cotton piece- 
goods. 

Kiriann spices, &a. - - 

I.,&hi, red goat skins - 
Sugar - - - - 
Tea (China), newly all 

green. 

Preserves end medical 
drugs. 

Treacle - - - - 
Honey - - - - 

Turmeric - - - - 
Sbells (nakus) - - - 
Brocades - - - - 
Shells, kowrees - - 

soap  - - - - 

Indigo - - - - 
Copper vesselm - - 

Iron - - - - 
T i n -  - - - - 

Kuchoor, e drug - - 

Haberdashery, needle6 - 
Otter skins - - - 
Silver - - - - 

O p i u m -  - - - 

Miscellaneous - - - 
Coersccotton cloth, Punjabi 

TOTAL - - - 

of EXPOILTS from the Purijub into L~lr 

Quantity in Maunds of 80 Iba. 

BY K u i u - F y  R m p o r r  Izirbi; 
Mds. Srs. 

148 0 

413 0 

209 0 

185 0 

103 0 

I 9  0 

7 0 

10 0 

11 0 

- 
- 

1 0  

1 12 

G - 
0 10 

14 0 

2 0 

4 0 

0 10 

1 20 

0 24 

0 24 

0 10 

- 
--..- 

3,110 30 

dur ing  the Year 1867. 
- . -. - 

7 1 \-:ye* 
M l b .  Srs. 

482 0 

555 0 

350 0 

169 o 

127 0 

20 0 

7 0 

IG 0 

12 0 

' 2 0  

69 Thans 

1 0  

I l a  

9 0 

a 0 

10 0 

2 0 

4 0 

0 10 

2 0 

1 14 

0 ?4 

10 10 

10 - 
I 

1,609 23b 

MtL. Srs. 

42 0 

42 0 

2 0 

2 0 

1 10 

44 l3 

93 30 

Mtls. Srs. 

292 0 

100 0 

141 0 

a 0 

24 0 

1 0  

6 0 

1 0  

2 0 

62 Thane. 

1 0  

1 20 

t o  

0 20 

0 l i b  

10 o 

10 0 

Punjab. Leh. 

Rs. 
I 

RJ . 
06,473 R4,:150 

5,550 92,200 

14,(~00 2 1.875 

l 
(1,700 

12,70U 1 40,480 

800 

YO 

1;~0 

210 

1 2 0 1  400 

90 ( 1bO 

50 ! 250 

3,100 4,340 

20 

lo I 52 

1,080 1,440 

:I3 I 
"0 

010 ( 008 

6U I 120 

5 0 1  1UO 

80 

60 

3,300 

1 4 4  

1,000 

1,600 

-. 

1,01,673 

123 

3.20 

3,300 

- 

I,;OO 

2,000 
- - - - - 

1,75,43:3 



24 PAPERS RELATING TO THE 

STATEMENT of EXPORTS f rom Lelr t o  Yarlrcind and C'huntang 

during 1867. 

I Quantity in Muunds (80 Ibs.) I value 

Numes of Articles. 

Piece-goods - - - - 
Spice?, kc. - - - - 
Goat skins - - - - 
S u g a r -  - - - - 

,, soft - - - - 
T e n -  - - - - 
Preserves, drugs, &c. - - 
Haberdasllery, needles, &c. - 
Honey - - - - 
Sntiron - - - - 
O t t e r s k i n s -  - - - 
Indigo - - - - 
S l ~ o e s -  - - - - 
Silver - '- - - - 
R1iscellaneous - - - 
nates, dried - - - 
Kuclli~r - - - - 
Moject (red dye) - - - 
'I'urnleric - - - - 
For skins - - - - 
I'ushrnina, i'rom Bulti - - 
Xushmircliuddnhs - - 
Brwude - - - - 
Musk bllgs - - - - 
Kirnokllt, green leniher - - 
Judrvar - - - - 
Nu~nda  - - - - 
Curl.ants, dry - - - 
Butter - - - - 
Apricots - - - . 
GUIIB - - - - - 
Pistols - - - - 
Tulwars - - - - 
Cnrpete - - - - 
Barley - - - - 
Duckwl~cat-  - - - 

TOTAL - - - 

To a n .  

Mdv. Srs. 

271 0 

245 0 

209 0 

38 0 

0 0 

112 4 

7 0 

10 0 

13 0 

- 
2 0 

14 0 

12Pa i r s  
- 
- 
- 
29 0 

7 0 

1 16 

25 Pairs 

54 0 

75 Thons 

300 No. 
- 

1 0  

- 
- 
- 
- 
5 in No. 

G ,, 
5 ,, 

- 
- 
- 
961 20 

in 

TO Chantang, 1 TOTAL. 1 Lah!ih. 

Rs. a. 

69,075 - 
12,360 - 
14,937 8 

2,800 - 
390 - 

17,920 - 
420 - 

1,800 - 
425 - 

12,000 - 
480 - 

3,200 - 
12 - 

16,000 - 
800 - 
300 - 

1,160 - 
20 - 
360 - 
li5 - 

1,760 - 
6,630 - 
7,700 - 
3,600 - 

3'2 8 

1,600 - 
1,300 - 
195 - 

3,500 - 
1,100 - 

8 0  - 
40 - 
72 - 
150 - 
950 - 

1,062 8 

l,63,396 8 

Mds. Src. 

70 0 

64 0 

30 0 

32 0 

4 0 

2 0 

4 0 

7 20 

1 0  

6 0 

5 0 

10 0 

5 0 

1 0  

2 0 

85 Pairs 

35 0 

35 Thuns 

15 Piecee 

650 in No. 

15 0 

200 0 

275 0 

3 in No. 

2 ,, 
4 ,, 
Is I ,  

950 0 

850 0 
-- 
2,533 20 

Mds. STS. 

341 0 

309 0 

239 0 

70 0 

13 0 

112 4 

7 0 

12 0 

17 0 

7 20 

3 0 

20 0 

12 Pairs 

5 0 

10 0 

5 0 

99 0 

1 0  

9 0 

, 1 16 

110 Pairs 

89 0 

1 1  0 Thnns 

300 No. 

15 Pieces 

1 0  

650 in No. 

15 0 

200 0 

275 0 

8 in No. 

8 j, 

LI ,, 
l 5  ,, 
950 0 

850 0 

3,495 0 
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TRADE BETWEEN L A D A K ~  AND CASHMERE. 

S T A T E M E N T  of EXPORTS from Lrlr to the Pvr,Gol dur ing  1867. 
- -. . - - -. . 

/ Quantity in Maunda (80 lrsj. 
I 

Nnnies of Articlrr. - [-- -. .-.-. .-. ..~ TOTAL. nt 

STATEMENT of 1 3 1 ~ 0 ~ ~ s  i n to  Leh from Caslimere a n d  Bullistan. 

Leh. 

HI. a. 
30,6I7 8 

ti60 - 
405 -. 

9,216 - 
228 - 
112 - 
16 - 
22 - 
120 - 

1 By Kullu. By Ran~pore. ;By Casilrnere. I I 

Khotar~. silk - - - - - - 0 10 0 10 
Gillir Putta, seaweed from 0 16 - . - 

China. 
Coarse cloth, Russian - l Than - - - - 1 Than 
Broadclotll, Russian - 1 ,. - - - 1 ,, 
Gold dust - - - 100 'l'olas - - - 
Silver ingots, kuras or 14 in No. - - - 

Yamoo. 
Opium - - - - 12 0 - 

- 1 -  

NANES. ( Quantity. 1 Value at l nh .  ( R ~ u ~ ~ ~ s ~  

Bhung - - - - 
Turfani shawl-wool - - 
Silk, raw - - - 
Handkerchiefs, silk - - 
N u m d ~  - - - - 
Chuddurs, Pushmino, from 

Bulti. 
Woollen cloth, Ladnkhi - 
Chowries, Yaks' tails - 
Carpets from Yarkmd - 

Mh. Srs. 
137 0 - - - - 

- - - - 
- - - - - - 

JIh. Srs. 
552 0 
13 0 
1 24 
2 10 

114 in No. 
7 ,, 

- - 
16 in No. - - 

Saffron - - - - - 
R i c e -  - - - - - 
Quince seeds - - - - 
Honey - - - - - 
Tobacco - - - - - 
Currants, dried - - - - 
Apricots ,, - - - - 
Butter - - - - - 
Pushmina, chudders, t o .  - - 

, from Bultistan - - 
Guns and Pistols - - - 
Swords - - - - - 
Stone vessels, l s k a d ~  - - - 
Otter skins - - - - 
Shoes - - - - - 
Miscellaneous - - - - 

T O T A L - - -  

Ma's. Srs. 

5 16 

290 0 
1 10 
6 0 
32 0 
15 0 
250 , 0 
175 0 
95 Thans 
66 ,, 
16 in No. 

6 0 
200 in No. 

0 I6 
820 Pnirs - 
- 

Rs. 
@,640 

1,lBO 
20 
150 
640 
195 

1,000 
2,800 
5,648 
1,520 
105 
48 
100 

0.1 
820 
332 

23,742 

i 
M A  6rs. / MA. Srs. 
128 Y ( 817 0 - 13 0 - 1 24 

Chiefly intended for Yw- 
kand and Chantang. 

- - ditto. - - ditto. 
- - ditto. - - ditto. - -  ditto. - - ditto. - - ditto. 
- - ditto. - - ditto. - - ditto. - - ditto. - - ditto. 
- - ditto. - - ditto. 
- - ditto. 

B 30 - - - 
3 Thans 
Bin No. 

12 ,, 

0 - 
114 No. 

7 *, 
3 Than, 

22 in No. 
12 ,, 



3 6 PAPEKS RELATING TO THE 

EXPORTS ~ ~ O I I I  Leh to C'ash711ere and Bultiston. 

Bhung .. - - - - 
Pushm fromchantnng and Yarksnd 
Wool (slleep's) - - - - 
Soda ;art11 '- ' - - - 
Felts - - - - - - 
Chudders (Bulti) - - - 
Carpets - - - - - 
Borax - - - - - 
Misoellaneouo - - - - 

Mds. .\rr. 

100 0 

A 0 
408 0 

5 0 
109 0 

340 in No. 
22 Paira 
10 in No. 

7 0 

Rs. 

16,000 

300 
19,490 

150 
136 
680 
952 
100 
140 
32 

Chiefly c u ~ ~ ~ i n g  l'rollr Yirr. 
kend and Cl~antan~. 

- . ditto. - - ditto. - - ditto. 
- - ditto. 
- - ditto. - - ditto. 
- - ditto. 
- - ditto. 
- - ditto. 

(No. 8.) 

Froln Officiating Secretary to Government of India, Foreign Department, to Secretary 
to Government of Punjab (No. 171), dated 14th February 1868. 

I AM directed to aclinowledgc your No. 40-116, of the 27th Jauuary last, submitting a 
report by Dr. Cayley, on special duty in Ladakh, and to state that his Excellency in 
Council has ~e rused  these paper3 with much interest. 

2. The remission of duties detailed in your 13th paragraph, so liberally made by his 
H ihness  the Maharajah, doubtlesa deserves the commendation given by his Honour the 
Lieutenant Governor. The ackl~o\vled~ments of the Government of India for the fiscal 
liberality evinced by his Highness have been conveyed by this office, in letter, No. 1160, 
of the 29th November last. 

3 The Governor General in Council concurs in the Lieutenant Governor's views, as 
given in your 14th paragraph, to the effect that the proposal for reduction of rates to 
2+ per ccut. ad valorem shoilld not be prewed on the Maharajah's attention. 

4. The proposal iu your 21st paragraph, to the effect that the condition of the Chang 
Chenmo, Karakrsh, and Shyok routes should be urged on the consideration of his High- 
ness's Government, is approved. 

5. I n  regard to your 22nd paragraph respectiug Khalukdar, I am to refer you to thia 
office letter, No. 109, of the 31at ultimo, adverting to this person. 

6. The generally improved prospects of trade in these quarters is regarded with satis- 
faction by the Government of Indis  The exertions by Dr. Cayley, made in the cause 
of' improvement, are fully appreciated. That officer will doubtless see the necessity of 
using great moderation and caution in his dealings with the Native Government. It mill 
be in his recollection that at the outset he did allo\v certain orders to bc so worded as to 
cause apprehension to the Maharajah's Government. Every care must be takcn to avoid 
a repetition of any such proceedings. Dr. Cayley will do well to rcpresent to the proper 
official whatever may be noteworthy. Even this, however, must be done in judicious m d  
collsideratc terms, avoiding anything that can unnecessarily give offence. Further, 
Dr. Cayley must bee that his ministerial officers, moonshees, and others, do not insert into 
vernacular proceedings any phrases that could in the least degree run counter to the 
principles above laid down. Lastly, while reporting officially to his own Government, 
Dr. Cayley, while fully slating what he believes to be the truth, must yet do so in 
and well-weighed expressions, especially in matters reflecting at  all on the Native 
ment. Some thought for these points is necessary, not only out of consideration to our 
Native ally, but also for the success of the mission. 

7. I am to recluest that the fullest assurance may be given to the Maharajah on the 
part of the Punjah Government and of the Government of India that no interference 
whatever, direct or indirect, with his H i  hnesds sovereign rights is contemplated by 
Dr. Cayley's friendly deputation to ~ a d a k f .  
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'I'he Secretary of State for lndia to the Governor General of India iu 
Council. 

India Office, Afay 1868. 
1. I H A V E  rend, nit11 much Interest, the correspondence encloeed in the letter 

of pour Excelleucy's Government, in the Foreign Departn~ent, No. 35, of the 
4th of Jlnrch, and eapeci~lly the valuable report of Dr. Cayley, relating to his 
proceetlings in Ladxkh during the past season. 

2. Dr. Cayley appear8 to  have conducted the busines of the commercial 
mission with much zeal, energy, and ability. I fully concur in the caution 
which your Excellency has thought it right to  give l1i111 'I:, to tht* in~portancr of 
moderation in his communications with the Natire Gover~lment of C b h ~ n e r e .  

3. Your Excellency will have 1)erceired that the instruc:tions contained iu 
your Secretary's Letter, No. 171, of the 14th of Februar!. last to the Cmvern- 
ment of the Punjab, are entirely in accordance with the sentinlents expreesccl in 
my l)espatches, Nos. 21 and 22,* of the 15th of thiit month, relating to  Dr. ,ytePsrliunen 
Cayley's pmceedi~~gs.  I n  refusing your sanction to any pressure baing put ~ ~ N O . l ~  
upon the Maharajah to  decree any further reduction of rates of duty (i. r .  to 
24 per cent. rid tulorrrn) ,  your Escellelrcy acted with sound discretion, " the 
fiscal liberality evinced by his I-lighness " having already Inet with an expression 
of your gratification, and his conduct throughout these transactions, which must 
necessarily have been vexatious to him, having evinced as much enliyhtenment 
and goocl feeling as it  was reasonable to  espect. 

I hare, &c. 
(signed! St(!fiot.c/ H. Northcute.  

(Revenue Department.--No. 528-263.) 

From 7: H. Thornton, Esq., Secretary to Government, Punjab and its &pen- 
dencies, to C. U. Aitchison, Esq., Officiating Secretary to  Government of 
India, Foreign Department ; dated Lahore, 13th July 1868. 

I HAVE now the honour to reply to your letter S o .  47,  of the '37th 
January 1865, regarding the progress made in tea culture, kc., i l l  the Kangra 
Valley. 

2. I aln desired to  state that a reply has been deferred till now, as  matters 
have been in more or less of a transition state in  respect to the points therein 
referred to ; but  a memorandum on the subject, dated 1st February last, from 
the Commissioner, Mr. Forsyth, with enclosures, is now forwarded for submissio~l 
to  the Supreme Government; and the Lieutenant Goveruor trusts they will be 
found to supply full information in regard to  the pro-uress made during the past 
two years in the Kangra Valley generally. 

3. These papers, I am to explain, would have been forwarcled earlier, but 
that the Deputy Commissioner subsequently intimated that  the statement of 
lands held by tea-planters had been found to be not strictly correct. -4 revised 
one had been called for, which has not yet been receivetl ; but the return in- 
closed is, inHis  Honour's opinion, sufficiently correct to convey a practically true 
impression of the state of matters a t  present. A register of such lauds is now 
regularly maintained, as enjoined by the Supreme Government. 

4. T h e  two points on \i,hich information was specially called for in  the third 
paragraph of your letter were,-1. the feasibility of establishing a local 
treasury for the  use of the planters; 2. the establishment of a British agent a t  
Ladakh. The  latter nieasure has, as the Government is aware, been fully carried 
out, and with every prospect of very great benefits resulting to the tea trade of 
thevalley. The  former, however, HisHonour regrets, has not yet hecome pmc- 
ticable, not only, as assumed by Mr. Forsyth, on account of the expense it would 
involve, but  more especially because of the strong objections now very wisely 
entertained to increasing the number of small treasuries. But should Palam- 
pore hereafter advance in  importance, so as to  render it worthy of being ren- 

364- D 2 dered 
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dered the head quarters of a Tehsil, it may, His Honour thinks, he found prdc- 
ticable, and even expedient, to transfer the Tehsil to this place from Kangra, as 
it is tolerably centrical with reference to all the richest and ~llost populous par- 
tions ol ' t l~e Kangra Tehsil ; and the Lieutenant Governor considers that this is 
by no means u~~likely, seeing how rapidly Palampore has hitherto progressed, as 
during his recent visit His Honour was much surprised to find a large ant1 busy 
bazaar established at a spot which, five years ago, was under forest. I t  appears, 
moreover, to be of a permanent character, which he had not expected, the 
business carried on in it being by no means limited to the season when mer- 
chants from Tibetan Tartary are looked for. All this, I am to observr, llas 
been the result of the deep interest taken by Mr. Forsyth in everything affecting 
the welfare of the Kangra Valley, and the great energy he has 1)rought to bear 
upon the subject. 

5. It will be seen from the papers now transmitted, that besides tea, ciu- 
chona, slates, and China grass, are likely to beco~ne iml~ortant articles of export 
from the Iiangra Valley, and to afford scope, His Honour hopes, for the apl~lica- 
tion of European capital and enterprise. 

6. l 'he completion of a cart road throughout the entire bulk of the valley, of 
which mention is made, cannot, His Ho~lour thinks, but have a most important 
effect in promoting the interests of' all those engaged in developing the resources 
of the valley, and of the population generally; and much attention has been 
devoted to the project by this Government. The road has been planned and 
is being executed by Lieutenant James Browne, Royal Engineers, an  officer who 
is, I am to state, admirably qualified for such a task. Nearly the whole of the 
earthwork of the road has been completed tl~roughout at gradients such as will 
offer no obstacle whatever to traffic on laden carts, and numerous small bridges 
and culverts have been completed, or are in progress. A brick-arch bridge of 
140 feet span, the largest masonry span, His Honour believes, in India, has been 
successfully completed by him over a stream riamed the Niggal, and another of 
the same span is in progress over a second stream named the Barao. The com- 
pletion of these two bridges will afford permanent cart communication hetween 
the plantations and Kangra, whence carts, ekkas, and gigs, now reach Hoshialb- 
pur in the plains. A timber-truss bridge of 220 feet span is also in progress 
over the stream at Kotela, 1 2  miles from Noorpore; and by making scarps 
at the other streams not yet bridged, cart communication during the dry 
season with Pathankot mill be opened immediately after the rains shall have 
closed. 

COPT of' a MEMORAND~M from T. D. For.~~tll,  Eaq., Additional Financial Con~missioner, 
Punjab, to C. CT. Ailchison, Eq. ,  Officiating Secretary to Government, Punjab ; dated 
1st February 1868. 
1. TEE Secretary to Gorernluent havinc called for a report on the progress made in the 

Kangra Valley in connection vvitll the subjects n~entioned in Sir  R. Montgomery'~ minute 
u on the state and prospects of tea planting, dated 13th December 1864, I submit the 
f$lo\ving remarks :- 

2. The accon~panying statement, compiled in the Settlement Department, shows the 
extent of land occupied by planters, European and Native. 

3. The total area has not much increased since 1864, a t  least so far as  regards European 
pl.antations ; as the landed proprietors have exhibited a very decided aversion to parting 
w ~ t h  an acre of' ground, and all the efforts of the Government officials to induce t h e ~ n  to 
do so have fidiled. I t  is not that the planters have behaved in an way calculated to give 
offence to the people ; for it is a ren~arkable fact, of which these Knglis~l settlers ma)- feel 
proud, that hitherto they have eecured the good will, and in many ~netances, the hearty 
attachment, of the zemindars, who frequently flock to some of the pla~lters  to seek adlice 
and Lclp in domestic trouble, or when inxolved in litigation. 

4. The creation and maintenance of such a good understanding between settlers n~ld  the 
old inhabitante is a t  the bottom of all future euceess ; with it, planters arc able to obtaill 
manure for their fields, workmen for their plantations, and supplies for their tablc ; with- 
out it, there is enough difficulty in the matter of labour alone to ruin all the plantations in 
the valley. 

5. As regards the difficulty in obtaining more land, i t  is perhaps as well that fur tllc 
preeent more settlers should not come into the valley until the facilities or  com~nunicatiu~l 
are such aa to enable thc proprietors to import labourers from other parts. I propo-e to 
dutcll on this aubjcct b c h r c  proceeding to notice thc other points allitded to in hir K. 
Montgomery's minute. 

6. T I I C  
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6. The circumstances of the Kangra Rajl)oota are well know11 to His Hunour. They 
are a proud race, disdaining to touch the plough, and thud they require to h a \ e  a number 
of labourers on their landa. But they do not object to the easy duty of looking after 
plantationa, and eveu mauipulathg tlie tea, and tliua it Laa come about that  thew high 
caatc rajpootj are nlucl~ employed as overaecra and superintendents in the factories, and 
bring a number of labourers to work in the plnntationn. Theae men are av erde to ~ L l g  
any great diatancc from their homed, and for t l c  present are content to rece ivc m d r r t e  
wagea, viz., four rupees per rnengelil for culnmou labourera. 

But it required thc constant watchfulnetid of tlrc authorities to prevent great injury 
occurr i~~g by the audden disturbances of the labour markct. 

7. Any grcat demand for labour, where the sup ly ia limited and inelastic, id productive 
of great inconvenience and loas to the plautera. !he ayatem of forced labour fur repairs 
of'roada Ilaa only just been put an cnd to;  if, indeed, it hw not eutirely ceaaed. Tl1i3 waa 
a crying cvil. 

8. Scarcely leas p"rievous to tlie plantcr~ was the system of coml)etition wliicl~ hadapruno 
up between the d~ffbrent dc Ia~trnenb of work$; ao that worklue~~ who were c m p l u ~ e ~  
on one job roul(l be enticed, l y t l l e  offer of higher wager, to another work, and ao on to 
a t l ~ i ~ d ,  till at  laat the rate of wagea becane quadrupled. 

9. The case shortly stated stood thus :-The uupply of labour being a fixed quantity, it was 
very evident that, if the demand exceeded that aupply, either the requisite labour should 
be sougl~t for elsewhere, or elae some work rnuat auffer. Unfortunately it l i a ~  been ~>nce 
or twice the caae that the Government works, which being constructed for the ood of tlie 
people, may be con8idered of the utmost importance, have been pushed lorwarf by mean. 
of raising the rates, and so drawing away the labourers from the plantations. The plantem 
very speedily made known thia real grievance,, which was at  once remedied. 

10. Thus thia di5culty has been for the t ~ m e  satisfactorily arranged; and it ia to be 
hoped that ere long the completion of the new roada will release a large number of men 
who are now compelled to act as porters, besides setting free all the workmeu on the run&, 
who will then hare to seek their livelihood in tlie plantations and elsewhere. 

11. I t  is not necessary to dwell upon the question of the manufacture or the quality of 
the teas, as in all this no aid is sought fro111 Government. 

12. The next subject to be considered is, how to get  tlie teas out of the plantationa to 
market, and which are the best markets. 

1st. Regarding the construction of a road suitable for carts to the plains : 
The Lieutenant Governor has sanctioned the construction of a broad road throughout 

the length of the valley. The orders originally were for it to commence from Noorl~ore, 
but I believe his Honor has now been pleased to render it complete by commencing from 
Pathankot, and throwing a bridge over the River Chukke, which ia essential in order to 
make the road fit for cart traffic throu hout the year. 

The entire len th of road from ~ a g a n k o t  to Baijnath is about 82 miles, of which the 
portion between soorpore and Palampore is now being taken in hand. 

I n  order to give immediate relief to the planters, it was determined to open out the upper 
part of the road first, and to connect the tea plantntions with the Dhurmsaln and 
Hoshiarpur cart road. With this in view, Lieutenant Browne, Executive Engineer in 
charge, has commenced to throw bridges with brick arches over the Nigol and Baneir 
streams, and it is reasonably expected that the planters will be able to send their teas to 
the plains in carts, vih Kangra and Hoshiarpur, next winter. 

A more detailed report on the progress of this road will doubtlesa be called for through 
the Engineer Department, if required. 

13. The next subject is the public buildings asked for and sanctioned by Sir Robert 
Montgomery. These were a Rest IIouee, Poat Office, Dbk Bungalow, and Dispensary ; 
and it was proposed by the Lieutenant Governor to make the revenue collectio~is of Kulu 
and the sub-collectorate of Burwarneli available at  Holta, if it could be done without 
additional expense to the State. 

These orders were commenced to be acted upon in 1866, when Major Cracroft, theu 
Deputy Commissioner, Kangra, first pointed out the site, which mas approved by the 

anters, and has since become known as Palampore. I l is  Honor, the Lieutenant Governor, 
assanctioned the erection of the buildings named in the margin, of which the DAk Bun- Circuit Homw. A' 

galow, Circuit House and Post Office have been built, and the Diapensar~ and Tehsil are Djk BUO&OW. 
In course of construction. The Police Station has been provisionally eanctioned, and mill ~ ~ i ~ ~ $ ' ' d e r t e ,  
be commenced so soon as funds are provided. Police Station. 

14. I t  is aoarcely necessary to allude, in passing, to thc advantages to the plnntera post Ofice. 
arising from having a small market town in their nei~libourhood where supplies can be 
easily procured, and where a general rendevous is obtained. 

15. The great inconvenience to which they were formerly subjected by having to go 
several miles to the nearest market place, and the disadvantage and positive loss caused 
by the frequent absence of their labourers and followers at  the sub-collectorntc at  
Bur\varneh, cause the planters to appreciategreatly tlie transfer of the Tehail establishment 
to  Palampore. 

16. I t  is said by some that therc has been a slight enhancement of prices in consequence 
of the fair and tlie influx of visitors to Palampore, but the majority of the plnntera look 
upon this as a very small matter compared with the advantagesderived from the eatablitih- 
ment of a local market, and they have repeatedly espressed their gratitude for the  efforts 
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lvhich have been mnde to meet their wishes. I t  is only right that I ehould here make 
known their high appreciation of the aid rendered to them by Major Cracroft whilst he 
m~ De uty Commlesioner of the district. 

17. %ith regard to the propoaal to n~ake the re, enue collection8 available at  Palampore, 
and the measurea taken to accommodate p!anters in cashing bill6 and currency notes, it 
wm pmpoeed to open a Sub-collectorate Treasury at Palampore, but this wae objected 
to on the ecore of expense. If', however, funds could be obtained-aa perhaps they may 
nolv 11e-by the abolition uf any Tehbil treasuries throughout the province, 1 would 
decidedly idvocate the estahliahment of a sn~all treasury at  Palam )ore. A t  present, the 
arrangenient* made by 111e privately are for the agent of Seth durneer Mull to <)pen a 
branch e.t:1hlichlne11t at that l)lare, and he trallbact* a very fair businesa in discounting 
hoondeee and caching notes for the plantel*, whobe yearly requirement# come to about one 
lakh. At  one time it wm suggested to them that they ahould cluh together and defray 
the coat of t \ l .  a c s tub l i s l~~~~en t ;  but thia nlet with no response, chiefly because they felt 
&&inclined ro pay for Government establishments. They desire greatly to have a treabury 
opened, for it would save them all the discount they now have to pay, and I advocate 
compliance with their wishes, fbr the extra cost to the Im erial revenue3 would be 
exceedingly small, and if 1 am right in my aurmiae regarding t& abolition of m n e  Tehsil 
treasurie~, it need be none a t  all, whereas the boon to the planters will be very great. 

18. The establishment of a British agent at  Ladakh, which wa8 the last topic broached 
by the planters to Sir R. Montgomery, opens out auch a wide ficld for comment, and has 
been so fully and frequently discussed, that I need only remark here that the presence of 
Dr. Cayley ~t Leh, and the reduction of duties in Ladakh, though tea was always exempt, 
have given a great impetus to trade generidly, and one direct result of the Palampore 
fair hab been to make t rade~s  from Yarkand and Cahool, and all parts acquainted with 
the K a n g a  tea plantations, and already purchases have been made a t  good prices for 
foreign markets, as well ns for consumption in the Punjab. 'I'hus i t  is hoped that a good, 
if not the bebt, market for the planters may be found a t  their own door, and this is what 
is desired. 

19. The following extracta fiom a report made by Major Paske on the Cinchona and 
China grass plantations and on the s lah  quarries are given as relating to the enterprise of 
British settlers in the Kangra Valley. 

EXTRACT (paras. 14, 15, and 16) from a LETTER, NO. 16, dated 3 January 1868, from 
Major E. Panke, Deputy Commissioner, K ~ I I I  .M Colonel R. Youzg, Officiating 
Commissioner and buyerintendent, Jullundhur lvlslon. 

Pnra. 14. I have again visited the plantation in November last, that is, within eight 
mont,hs of my previous visit. Plants which I saw as young seedlings a few inches hlgh 
on the occasior! of my first visit are now most af them healthy and promising young trees, 
many of them three feet high. Burwarneh, which stands 3,198 feet above the level 
of the sea, is evidently a very suitable altitude for the growth of the Cinchona: equally 
suitable positions could be selected in numerous localities throughout the valley if' only 
t.he land could be secured. I recently observed a remark in a local newspaper to the 
effect that the Cinchona plant could only be reared as an exotic in the Xangra district. 
But my visits to the Cinchonn Company Plantation convince me that all the young trees 
are as fresh, vigorous, and healthy as though they were indigenous to the soil. Mr. 
M'Kny informs me that his only difficulty is to secure suficient land. All he haa obtained 
for the company* has been planted out ; he has now a stock of young seedlings ready for 
transplanting, which would cover 30 or 40 acres if onlv he could obtain the land. 

15. In  regard to China grass, I have recently submitted a report upon the introduction 
and culture of thia imljortunt fibre in the Ral~gra  district. I may here briefly mention 
that China grass has been introduced and successfully cultivated by Mr. J. Montgomery 
on his estate at Ram Bagh, Kangra. From my visits to his ~~lantation, I feel satisfied 
that the plant might he cultivated with great success all over the valley; and, if only in 
quantities sufficiently large for cxportatiou to Euro e,its cultivation and the manufacture 
of the fibre mill be attended with reniunerative resujts. 

16. Slate quarrying deserves some mention in this report,-operations in this branch of 
trade having become very extensive owing to tmlie introdoction of European capital and 
enterprise. An Eng!is11 company, with a large capital, firm the exteneive quarries at 
Kunnyara, sixmilea from Dhurrnsala, The roofing slates produced from these quarries 
are of excellent quality, and are use3 not only throughout the district, but are largely 
exported for buildings at  Julinder, Uinbzlla, and other stations. The demand for these 
slates is increasing, and the company find difficulty in producing supplies rapidly enough 
to meet requirements. The works are in charge of a professional engineer, and a tramway 
ie being constructed along the main vallery leading to the quarries. The company are 
desirous that the Government shoul8 const r~~ct  a, cart road from Dhurmsala to the quar- 
ries, and thereby facilitate the transport of' slates required for public buildings. 

Note by Air. Forsytb.-Thcre sppsaro to  be some error here, for the Return shows he has 252 ncres, of 
which only three are planted. 
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STATEMENT of LANDI held in the  KANGRA DIBTRICT by TEA P L A N T E B B ,  

No. 
- -. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 
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15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

22 

23 

0-4 

26 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

Nor yet Plaored. 

Acres. r. p.  

160 9 20 

o 0 

" 0 0  

1,184 o o 

98 0 0 

25 0 0 

249 0 0 

383 o o 
448 o o 

164 0 0 

295 0 0 

66 0 0 

228 0 0 

188 0 o 
l i 9  0 o 
99 o o 

103 0 0 

38 0 0 

- 
l o t i  o o 
18 o o 

136 0 2 

0 2 16 

184 1 14 

144 2 30 

204 3 37 

3 2 26 

3 2 8 

105 1 15 

- 
1 0 0  

5 0 0  
----------- 

6,123 2 0 

ABSTRACT : 

Europenna - . - - 
Natives - - - 

G~~~~ T~~~~ - . 

PROFNILTOR. 

8f1'. Du# - - - - 
Mr. Taylor - - - - 
Mr. Sparkes - - - 
Cal~tainFitzgerald - - 
Dr. Cran,ford - - - 
Mr. .MdKa)- - , - - 
Cinchona Company - - 
Nassau Tea Company - - 
Kangra Valley Tea Company 
Ditto - ditto - - - 
Ditto - ditto - - - 
Mr. Bruchey - - - 
MajorGordon - *  - - 
Mr. Blewett - - - 
Mr. Turnbull - - - ~ 

Mr. Rogers - . - 
Captain Bntt - - - 
Mr. Pomroy - . - , 
Government - - - 
Captain Batt and Mr. Lennox 

2 1 - - - - - -  

Koolou Va!ley Tea Company 
Mr. Greig - - - - 
Colo.ne1 Burnett - - - 
Major White - - - 
Mr. Shsw - - - - 
Mr. Montgomery - - 
Major Gtrutt - - - 
Jyshee Ram - - - 
Salig Ram - - - - 
Rajah Nndotvn - - - 
Wuzeer Gashaon - - - 

G R A N D  TOTKL - - ;  

TOTAL. 
. . - ~ 

Acres. r. p. 

528 1 31 

277 o o 

4 0 0 

1,313 o o 
386 0 0 

35 0 0 

352 U 0 

498 o o 

i s 0  o o . 
161 0 0 

105 0 0 

91 0 0 

252 0 o 
190 0 0 

159 0 o 
003 o ( I  

198  0 o 

38 0 0 

4 0 0  

267 0 o 
as o o 

88.9 1 I* 

2 3 0 

256 3 31 

239 3 10 

447 1 22 

17 3 o 
573 2 8  

247 3 35 

31 0 u 

44 0 0 

1 3 6 0 "  

8,910 0 28 

Ellropean und Native. 

Plunted wit11 
Tea. 

- - 

Acres. r. p. 

376 2 4 

26 o 0 

2 0 0 

149 0 o 
267 0 0 

10 0 o 

3 0 0 

115 o 0 

304 0 0 

- - 
- - 

25 0 0 

29 0 0 

2 0 0 

- - 
110 0 0 

195 0 0 

- 
4 0 0  

161 o 0 

7 0 0  

747 1 16 

2 0 24 

72 2 17 

96 0 20 

168 1 26 

14 0 14 

570 0 0 

142 1 20 

3 1 0 0  

43 0 0 

131 0 0 

8,786 2 20 

3,439 1 0 6,012 0 33 

347 1 20 ( 111 1 16 
. . - - - - -  

3,786 2 PO / 6,123 a 

8,451 1 33 

458 '2 36 

8ps10 26 
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From W. S. Seton-Karr, Esq., Secretary to the Government of' India, Foreign Depart- 
ment, to the Secretary to the Government of Punjab (No. 249.) ; dated 10th August 
1868. 

I rrarE laid before the Viceroy and Governor General in Council your lctter No. 
528-623, dated 13th ultimo, and the report which accompanied it on the progress lnadc in 
tea culture in the Kangra Valley. 

2. \\'ith regard to the question of labour, his Excellency in Council desires ~rle to 
observe that the labourer has the right to expect the best price Ire can obtain fbr Iris work, 
and that nothing ahould be done toprevent the rise of wages in the natural way nccording 
to the supply and demnnd of the market. 

3. Concerning the prop)osed treasury at  Palampore for the planters, the Governor 
General in Council is of opinion that the first consideration is the general convenience of 
the people and the fiscal arrangements of the country. To  abolish local or telrsil tree- 
suriea, and so to force the eople to go to a distance tu pay in their instalments of revenue, 
would, His Excellency in eouncil thinks, be a very questionable policy. 

No. 67.-Revenue (Foreign). ' 
The Secretary of State for India to the Governor General of India 

in Council. 

India Office, 31st October 1868. 
1. I HAVE considered in Council the Ilespatch from your Excellency in 

Council, numbered 35, Foreign Revenue, and dated the 15th of August, with 
which you forward a copy of the proceedings of the Government of the Punjab 
on the progress made in tea culture in the Kangra Valley, and of your reply 
to them. 

2. These papers show a satisfactory progress in the establishment of tea 
culture, and in commercial enterprise in the Kangra Valley. This progress 
seems to be of a permanent character, and to extend to an important quar- 
rying of slates, with the prospect of a considerable export trade in that 
article, as well as in Cinchona and China grass, which products promise to 
succeed in this region. 

3. I concur with you in your observations on the demand for labour and 
local treasuries. 

4. These papers are highly creditable to the energetic superintendence of 
Mr. Forsyth. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Staford H. Northcote. 
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hlrmnrnndum on Rollles from the Punjab to Enstern Turkcshn, Ly T. D. Forsyth, Esrl.,c.s, Cum- 
., ~ missloner and Superintendent, Julinder L)iviuion, Puojnh - - - - - - - - .. , 

Re ort 0.11 the Route to the Karakash River, vi2 the Cbsngcl~enmo Valley and Pass, by Dr. I3. 
A y l e y ,  on Special Duty at Lsdakh - - - - - - - - - - - - :I9 

MEhlORANDUM on ROUTES from the PUNJAB to EASTERN TURKBBTAN. By 
T. D. F o r q t h ,  Esq., c.B., Co~nmissioncr and Superintendent, Julinder Division, 
Punjab. 

TRE President of the Royal Gaograpliical Society in his addreas a t  the laet anniversary 
meeting of the society has remarked on the grand and inlpmsable niountain region lying 
between the Central Asiatic countries occupied b the Russians and our great empire of 
India, and the complete separation of India from Eaatern Turkeatan. 

Similar opinions regarding the " impassable bulwark of the Himalayne and the mighty 
barrier of thc Kucn Lun, whose mountains rise like a wall 17,000 feet high, wit11 
scarcely a crest or depres-ion throughout the entire extent," have been given forth by 
writer8 at different tin~cs, but now they have received from the moutl~ of the learned 
President the fiat of authority, as he rcfera for a confirmation of his opinion to an article 
in the "Edinburgh Review," \vhich he tella us was written by an eficieut public servant 
in India. 

Now, if official information is to be quoted as the basis of opinions delivered e r  rtrthedrci 
by so important a ersonngc aa the President of the Royal Geographical Society, it ia 
necessary that sucl! information should bc correct. 

Whatever may be the opinion of writcrs at  a distauce, i t  is a fact well known to traders 
and officiala on the spot, who have given their attention to the subject, that the Hima- 
layan range, so far from bcing impassable to traders or even armies, has been already 
crossed by both, and abounds in easy routes hithcrto perhaps but little frequented, owing 
not to any insurmountable physical diEculties, but to political or fiacal opposition, and now 
being opened to general traffic. 

The most valuable information on the subject of routes to Central Asia hitherto put 
forth is that contained in a letter and memorandum submitted by Ca tain Moiitgo- 
merie, n. E., on the 20th July  1861, to the Punjab Government, and pu%lished in bh. 
Davies' R e  ort on Trade. 

Tlis whore paper is well worth perusal, but the following extract. are given for con- 
venience sake bere :- 

" There are eeveral routes from the Punjab to Eastern Turkestan, but three only are 
ever likely to be available for traffic ; the first is vih Cashmere and Leh ; the second vi; 
Mundi, ICulu, and Leh ; the third vid Simla, Garo, and Rudok. The Cashtnerc route 
is either direct v i i  Skardo or by Ladak ; the bfundi r o d  starting from Noorpore, 
Amritair, or Loodianah oes by ICulu, and the Simla route either v i i  Sooltanpore, 
Kulu, and the Baralacha %ass, or by thc Parmg L a  (Pass), or avoids Ladak altoaether, 
traversing the Chinese territory, but all, except the latter, cross the ~ a r a o r u m  
Pass." - 

The moat direct route to Yarkand, takinm the sea a t  Kurrachee aa the starting point, 
is that vi8 Mooltan, Jhelum, Cashmere, an8 Skardo, but as pointedoutby Captain Mont- 
gomerie, '' it is not generally well adapted for traffic." 
" The next route, v i i  Jhelum, Cashmere, and Leh to Yarkand is, in Captnin Mont- 

gomerie's opinion, ' not only the shortest but the best and cheapest route for traffic from 
the sea to Eastern Turkestan.' From Jhelum to Leh (Ladak), the route through the 
mountains is better than any other that traverses the Himalayas; the road betwcen the 
plains and Leh crosses the Himalayan rnnge by a very remarkable depression of only 
11,300 feet, and none of the passes on it exceed 13,300 feet in hciglit, and they arc, 
moreover, open for at  least seven or eight montlia in the year, and could be crosscd nt 
any tleason in fine weather. There is, moreover, between the plains and L e l ~  b u t  ouc 
or at  the most two halting places without a village in the vicinity, in itself r very great 
advantage." 

The next route in use is that v i i  Mundi and Kulu. 
" The greater part of the traffic between the Punjab, Leh, and Turkestan, is carried on 

bp this road, and after the road mZ Cashmere and Leh, it is decidedly the beet route from 
the Punjab to Eastern Turkeetan, Yarkand, &c. ; though the passes between the Chenab 
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(Chandra Bagha) and the Indua are very high on this routc, yet the slopea arc so easy 
tllnt there is but little difficulty in crossinm. The route i s o l ~ e ~ i  for about fivc or bix ~i~ontll~j ,  
being nearly two nlontlm lem dvra the CpBhre  rwte .  Tlmse me, moreova, nine or ten 
illarches over \cry elcvated bleak mountain land without an villages. To thc East of 
the Barnlacha, t l~crc  is no ronte well adapted for traffic with Lastern Turlieata~i." 

Captain hlontgo~iieric then gives t he  follow=ing comparative distances Ly thc. threc 
routcs :- 

1st.- 
To  llooltan by river - 
Thence to J helu~il by river 
,Tlielum to Kashmir - 
Kasllmir to Lcli - - 

2nd.- 
To  hlooltaii - - - 
Thence to Lahore 
Lahore to Amritsir - 
Anlritsir to Sealkote - 
Scalkotc to Cashiuere - 
Cashmerc to Leh - - 

3rd.- 
A s  above to Amritsir - 
Amritsir to Noo~pore - 
Noorporc to hlundi - 
Mun~l i  to Sooltaiipore - 
Sooltanporc to Leh - 

Total 

Total 

Total 

Taking hur i t s i r  RB the starting point, Captain Montgomerie gives the distance to 
Leh  by the Cashmere route a t  40 marches, or 515 miles, and by tlie hluudi route a t  
41 marches, or 525 miles, over a very much more difficult country. 

Bu t  it was then pointed out that, owing to the hcavy customs duties in Casliinere, the 
Kulu  route was most frequented. Captain Montgonierie then reinarks that :- 

" Every endeavour should be made to improve tlic roads nlieu n snlall outlay is likely 
to  be e&ctual; and if possible camels should bc taken as far as ICulu. 'The Cashmere road 
offms great facilities for allowing camels to pass, and a very small expenditure would he 
sufficient to make the present road passablc for camels. The double-humped ca~uel has 
been brou ht  to Leh several times, and it is capable of carryiup burdens over the highest 
passes. G d a k b  itrclf offers but f e n  obstacles to the palsage of caunels." 

Accordin to tile state of affairs as represented b Captain Montgomerie, LeB, the 
capital of %&, was the point farthest north to wiieh he carried his comparison of 
routes, that place being the great market for exchange of moods between Central Asia 
and Hindo~s ian :~  And as is clearly shown by him, the c h ~ c e  ley between the ronte 
from A~nritair vru Cashmere to Leh, and that vid Mundi-ICulu to Leli, the difference 
between these two routes being one march or 10  miles in favour of Cashinere in ac tud 
distance, besides crossing lower passes, and beine open for many more ~nonths in the 
year. Moreover, it was then the easc that earn& could be talrcn for 15 marches along 
the Cashmere route, and only 10 marches along the ICulu route. 

But since 1861 great chan es have taken place, and i t  is proposed now to consider tlie 
comparative merits of the d i k r e n t  routes to Yarkand. 

Taking Leh :w still the p e a t  cntrepOt of Central Asian commerce, though i t  mi!l be 
shown hereafter that this is likely to b e  changed, we may 1 iew tlie improvcnicnt ~nade 
on each Line. 

When Captain Alontpo~neric wrote, there was no Monltan and Lahore Rxilway, an11 his 
calculation of distances by water will have to be set aside. 

W e  may talcc Aiuritsir as our starting l~oint, that beinv thc chief emporium of trade, 
and we know that the Maharajah of Cashmere desires al? trade to pass by Jamoo, and 
will give every facility to traders by that line. The road from Jaiuoo obcr the Bunuhal 
Pass to Cashmere is not so easy as that by Jlielum, though the pass to be crossed is lower. 
I n  a few years' tiruc tlie railroad to Rawul Pindee will be opened, and poeaibly this mltp 
caude Borne alteration in the point at  which Casliinere is entered. As  the Rlaliarajah liaa 
lowered his duties, and perhaps ere long may abolish transit duties, i t  nlay be taken for 
granted that in a few years' time fiscal conaiderations mill have no weight iu determining 
the line taken by traders. 

It may safely be predicted that  there will be a vast iucrease of kade slow tlzis ling 
and 
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and pe rhap  the greater d v m t s g ~  of the C m h r e  mute with its fncquent vil+ may 
induue merchsnta to take thmt line pderence  to another shorter one. 

As  our objcct is to extend trade without obtaining any nionopoly m preferenaP for any 
one route, every improvement made er fPeility offered by d ~ e  % l w j a h  be welaQmed 
ao roving the idenhty of hh intereau with "urn 

b e  m q  now review tllr improvement made or contemplated on the );A ir. 
I n  the first place, a cart road is under eonatrucbiom throughout the vhde length of the 

h g r a  valley. A t  present it is only to extend tu Yddmpro, hi Wuzeer Goahunn, the 
energetic Prinlc Minister of Mundi, is anxiouy to continr~e t l~e  road to the -It minc- at 
Gunla,  untl tliia work, i t  is hoped, m y  be com~>leted in a few years. 

Gumm ia 16 mrchca froin Amritas. 
Aa the ltawul Pindee railroad has been mentioned, i t  ia only fair to b k e  into coo3idwo- 

tion the possibility of a railroad to Pathadot ,  thc prcyect for which ia already \rnder the 
consideration of the (iovcrn~uent. 

P r o n ~  Gumnr a new road over the l lubbm Pnsa h been made to S;,oltanlme-Kdlll 
through DIulull territory, thus saving one 11urcL of 16 milea The road n a  originally 
intended o~ily for moles, but the gradient ie ao ewy that there will be no ditticulty in taking 
camels over it when it has been properly widened. Once in Kulu eme l s  can travel with 
perfect case up the Beas v.~lley as f i r  air i'ulchan, the hot of the &tang  Pwd, a cliirwce 
of 23 marches from Amritsir. 

From Pnlchan to Leh, tlie r o d  is pamable fbr laden mules, aud that  orti ti on through 
Lahoul 1s being improved with e leder  funda p1.aced at  the district officer's dispml.  Sup plies are collected at  every rtage, and aerais are being built at  the most clewlate h a h q  
phces i n  British territory. 

Thue instead of the Cashmere route baing 10 miles ahorter as formerly, it is uaw five miQs 
lon er, and instead of aamela going 15 march- on the Caahniere rvute, axd only 10 on the 
~ u f a  road, they will be able to go 13 nvchea  on tlw ld t e r  road, or atdl better, out. 
em1 be taken for 16 marches to Gumr. 

A t  present the rates of cminge hire are considerably lower by Cadlinere than by Kulu, 
a diff'ercucc of 7 rupees or 14 s. per hortie load being in favour of the foiuier road. 

This is owin chiefly to t l ~  exceptionally high rates charged in Lahoul, arising out of 
Ih phyaical &sultiee which formerly oxiated, but are n o r  being removed. 

Formerly no laden animals could cross the R o b g  Pass, and rnerchmdize had to be 
tranapurted on men's backs. When the trader reached Lahoul, he hund himaelf at the 
mercy of the inhahitants, w b  &xed their own teems for the hire of cattle, and oftai 
subjected the traders to great annoyance. To such a degree did they carry their annoynlloe 
that ever since thc road has been made I)assable for anirnds, they have tried to waert their 
right to the monopoly of' carriage, and in many ways caused inconvenience to merchants. 

Arrangements liave now been made for ~ncreasing t l ~ e  eupply of carriage iu Lahoul, 
and tladers have been informed that no monopoly of' carriage is allowable. But t h o u 4  
iml~rovements have been made on this road, there is still much lcft to be done, if we moJd  
sce trade flowing tliroughout the line \vithout any interruption. When thc trade shall 
havc acquired sufficient importance, if it be cousidered not to have attained that point 
already, it may be hoped t l~a t  a proper staff' of' engineers nlay be appointed \\.it11 suitable 
funds to render the small piece of road from the Rotan to the Lingti, s distance of 10 
marches, as feasible for trafic as the Hindoostan and ~ i f e t  road has been made. At the 
outoide, the whole cost could not exceed half a lakb of rupee& 

From Lingti, the boundary of Br i t ih  territory, to Lch, the r o d  paaaes over two easy 
sloping passes, 17,000 feet hi h, and crosses a large level plain. The road is pelfectly 
practicable for laden aniunals, %ut would be of course improved if labour were applied to 
it every year. 

But  we may now consider the effect ~roduced on the diff'erent routes by opening out the 
line between Yarkaud and Leh by the Changchungmo valley, by which tlie Karakorum 
Paaeea are avoided. 

Regarding the advantages of' this route over all others, we havc not only the testimony 
of hlohamed Ainin, guide to Adolplie Schlngentweit, as also of' hlr. Johnson, but this year 
the road h a  been thorouglily examined and reported on by Dr. Cn)-ley, who has sxtisfied 
himself that as far as the head of' the ICarakash river, there is no obstacle whatever to the 
pasJnge of camels ant1 laden animals of all descriptions. From the Karakash to Yarkand, 
no difficulties exist, and at  a meeting of traders held in Leh in September last, the traders 
expressed an unanlnous desirc to see this route brought into general use. The Yarkand 
Vokeel, who was a t  the time in Leli, on his return to hia own country, not only expres~ed 
hie concurrence, but is now on h ~ s  way to Yarkaiid by th ;~t  route. 

Why  a road so free from difficulties should have remained closed so long, and why 
rnerch:~nts should have been compelled to tnlie the distressium and difficult route of the 
Karakorum has not been sl t t isfact~ril~ explained, but we muy %opt that iu future it will 
be abandoned. And in any case we have eetablisl~ed the fhct beyond all controversy that 
the s ta le~~lent  regarding the Kuen Lun range rising like awull to separate Hindooetan 
from Turltestan without any depression is q ~ u t c  a fict~on. 

I\-ith the 1,roupect then before us, of seeing this routc opelled to wellera1 traffic, I liave 
just travelled over Lmlnlth to ascertain whother shorter routes to P~indoostau cannot be 
found than that which asses through Leh. 

Sturting f i o n ~  Leh, tRe road to the Cl~rngcbungn~o a l o q  the bed of the Indua 
in a ~ o u t h - ~ a s t c r l ~  direction for two ni:trches to Chirnray, and then atrilring wrtlirvards 
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acroae the Changla Pass, 17,040 feet high, takes an easterly direction along the Junkse 
valley to the Pangong Lake, six marches from Leli, where it enters soon afterwards to the 
Changchungmo valley. 

Now, a lance at  the map will show that traders from Hindoostan coming by the 
**d.d f id 0. the ~ u n d i - ~ u f u  route* would reach the Chaiigchungmo and L e I  mute a t  i a r ~ a l u n g ,  
mop. opposite to Chimray. But  unless the object of the traders wcrc to go to Leh for the sake 

of changin carriage, or for other purposes, I have ascertained, by pcraonal cxa~nination, 
t l r t  :I ~iluc% shorter and relnarkably easy route call be tnkcn from the Paiigoiig Lake to 
the Linqti (Lahoul). 

~ ~ ~ k ~ d  on This ioutet starts along the south bank of the Pangong Lake for 12 or 14 miles, and Be uocompanying then passes over broad undulating plains to the Indns, along wlricli it rtiils for about 15 
mnp. milcs, till the village of Modh is reached, a t  the eud of tlie fourth march. A still shorter 
Pangrnik to route to Modh from Shosl~ul, over all easy pms, is indicatctl by Mohammed Amin, as 

rick - - 
s h d u l  - - 2 bcing passable for ponics.3 

- 3 From Modh the uew route mould cross the Iiidua, aud reach tlie south of the Tali0 Morari 1 - 4 Lake in three marcher Thus far the road from Yark;md is perfectly practicabic for i:,": f f , ~ ~ ~ i l t i ~ ~ u l d  camels; grass, fuel, and water are to be fonnd a t  cvery stnge south of the Cl~sngchun~mo, 
mb pugs and north of that line we have Dr. Cayley's autl~ority that a t  only one or at  the most two 

'oin t i e  old line a t  stages are grass and fuel difficult to be procured. 
kukchen .  From the south of the Taho Mora~i  Lake the road would proceed westwards to the 

Pankpo Pass, not yet visited by me, but reported by thc inhabitants of R u  shu and by 
traders who have crossed it to be very easy, and with a little expenditure or money and 
labour i t  liligllt be rendered conipletcly passable for all animals.ll 

Across the Pankpo, the road would bc taken along the banks of the River Tsra or 
Cherap for one march till it joined the Rulu  and Leh road a t  Lingti. Thls road [.om 
the Tslio Morari is even now used fbr traffic at  certain seasons of the year. 

B y  tliis route two high passes and five marches are saved between Lahoul, the extremity 
of British territory, and the Changchungmo, and as merchants desire, as evinced this year 
a t  Leh, to trade direct with Yarkand, this route will be found most advantageous and 
cheap. 

~ $ ~ ~ ~ y i ~ f B r e -  A t  present the cost of hiring a horse to carry goods from Amritsir to Yarkand is 72 

duced when to 75 rupees.$ Now, when camels can travel as far as Pulchan, the foot of the Rotang 
Challqehllngmo on the south side, and as far as Iciangdong, south of the Tsho Morari on the north side 
route 1s brought coming from Yarkand, there will be only 14 marches left for goods to be transported on 
into use. ponies or yaks, even if the interests of the traders are not sufficiently important to justify 

the completion of the whole road throughout for camel traffic. The cost of freight may 
then be calculated as follows : I Rv 

i. e., 38 rupees for four maunds, instead of 72 rupees for three maunds, as a t  present. 

Hire  of camel to Pulchan, 23 marches - - - - - 
Hire  of pony and orters to Tsho Morari, 14 marches - - 
Hire of camel to A k a n d  from Tsho Morari, 30 marches - - 

Rs. 

These rates, however, are conjectural ; the hire of a camel in the lains of Hindoostan 
is not more than eight rupees per mensem for a load of six maunss, whereas here the 
calculation is a t  the rate of 12 to 16 rupees per mensem for form maunds. 

I t  may be at  once objected that the idea of camels being found for hire at  the 
Tsl~o Morari or in Iculu is quite absurd, and looking at  the present state of thin s, i t  
would be of course out of tlie question. But  all these proposals presuppose the estadirh- 
ment of commercial relations between I-Findoostan and Central Asia on a proper footing, 
when i t  will be easy to  arrange that the caravans from both ends shall meet and exchange 
their carriage. 

A t  

--". 
12 
14 
12 
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(1 Since writing the above, I h a r e  perused Captain, now hnl~jor Gcneral, Cunningham's report on the 
boundariesbetween Ludak nnd British territory, nnd find that 21 yenra ago he udvocated opening out this 
name route. I give the following cxtrnct from his re IOI t " As there wna a weil-trodden foot-pnth u p  
the left bonk of. tlre Cherpn (or Tsrap), nnd nu the ~ d l o " l i z  who were wit11 us stoutly d e ~ ~ i e d  all know- 
ledge of it, i t  seerued certain thnt  this must be olir of the principal routes used by thc s~nugglers of slla\vl 
wool between Iludok end Lnhoul. As we could obtain noinformntion regarding tliis route, wedetermined 
to  despatch a trostwortl~y party tip the Cherpa, w l ~ o  should rejoin 11s a t  the Cl~omourire Lake, ns we had 
little doubt tllnt tlre route would end on the suutl~ern end of the Lske. O n  tlreir returr~,  the party re- 
ported that t l~oy  had found a bridge five miles above thc junction, and thnt tlie pntlrway was perfectly 
practicuble even for laden animals, with the rsccl~tion of un estensive landslip near the l~cnd of the Cl~erps  
river. Several traders' or shepherds' e n c e ~ n l ~ n ~ e n t s  were noticed nu this route, where both prass nnd fuel 
were procurable in the neiglrbourl~ood of tlre river. Tlrrv described tlie pess nt tlre I~ead  of tlre river as 
being so easy tha t  \vitll ;L l ~ l t l e  labour i t  might be rendily made into a very good one. Iirorn thence, nfter 
a slrort descant, tlie route ran over stony B I ~ U V ~ I L I  fli~ts nlong one of tlre feeders of tlie l'urn river, and over a 
low pnss to tllc southcrn end of the CLomo~rrire Luke, ns we Iind nnti~:ipnted. A glance a t  the mnp will show 
that this route lcllds directly from the shawl countries ot' Rudok a r ~ d  Gardok, uid Hunle and the Para nnd 
the Clrerpa rive1.a to l l ~ e  Lal~oul boundary a t  I'l~nlnng donda. \Yare this route to be opened by the British 
Government, and a few Dl~urursulns or tl~lvellers' houses built a t  co~~vcnien t  di~tances,our traders ill shawl 
wool from Noorpoor and nnmpoor would Le saved the lrenvy duties which nre now levied by tlre AInha- 
rajah Golab Si~u&" 
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A t  present there ie one objection to thia line, that @upplies of grain arc not to be had. 

This, however, is an evil easily ca able of remedy. More grain ie growll in ~ ~ d & h  and P S h i  than suffices for the wants o the inllnbitnnta, atid tllb yeor, owing to the abolition 
o!thc oppressive re8trictiona foru~erly 1,laeed on thc export of grain from LadaLh, a large 
quantity has been taken to Hudok, in Chinede Turtary. Now, liudok is much farther 
than tlic Pangong or T8h0 Morari, and there can be no difficulty \rll.ltever in inducing the 
exporters to takc their grain to cithcr of'thcue ,laces, when once tlley arc rnsure(j of a 
good market. A very comn~on objection wlricb arises in nlen3s nliuda, oftcu filldu 
ex reasion in del~reciation of the idea that any trade can flourieli across tliesc niountainr, 
i. xcrived fro", the fact that 8uch high ya*scs hare to bc cro.aed, such colcl eIlcountered, 
and such hardslrips endured in ~narching for many days witllout collling in siglLtof villages. 

Bu t  we are not writing fbr English merchants, wl~o arc accuato~~red to uend their gooda 
by rail, and travel then~selves in comfortable carringelr. )\-e ]lave to deal with a 
accustomed to all tho Iiardships and fhtigue of' lonm caravan jour~icys. And as everything P goes by comparison, let us see what ia the slate of trade in otbcr 1)urta ol' A h .  

No one cloubta the vitality of' tlie trade bet\rccu Bolihara u~ld Kussi:l, or bctlreen 
Russia and Cliina. Yet what is the description of the hardclril's u~~dergone by mcrchanta 
on these routes ? 1 Quote from Michell's " Travels in Ccntral Asia," page 489 :- 
" Overcoming in this manner the obstacles which the barbarous Asiatics place ill thc 

way of the developinent of Russian trade, the natural impedimenta by which nuturc Iins 
cut Russia off from that rich oasis watered by the Syr and Amu remain to be considered. 
The chief obstruction is present,ed by a vast extent of barren steppes, traversed, however, 
by five rincipal routes, we., first, from Khiva to Mangyshlak on the Cadpian ; second, 
from d i v a  to the weltern ehore of the Sea of My towards Orenburg; third, from 
Bokhara northwards to Orenbur ; fourth, from Tashkend along the eastern border of tbc 
Kirghir Steppe to Tmitsk; fitl&, to l'etropaulo\~sk. Of' these the first named is the 
shortest, not exceeding 1,000 versts, but it p:rsses through waterless re ions infested by 
pillaging Turkmen, and is for these and other reasons unfrequeutd. ~ f s  aecond route, 
which is 1,300 versts long, is open to much the same objections, and is therefore equally 
neglected. The tl~irtl road, that in ordinary use, leads from Orcnburg to Oisk, 225 versts, 
from thence to Fort  No. 1 on the Syr  Daria, 721 versts, offering a s ~ f e  traversable r o d  
for vehicles ; further on, again, to the Yani Daria river, about 200 versts, and, lastly, 
trends southwards through a completely waterless steppe for 300 versts, from whence to 
Bokhara there ren~aina a distance of about 200 versts, over sandy but less arid localities. 
The whole distance from Orenburg to Uokhara ia reckoned at l,i00 versts. From the 
fortress of Orsk to Bokhara there are 40 stages, and as nlany from Troitrk to Ta~hliend. 
Alon this last route good pasture for cattle is found. Still better, ho~revcr, is the road 
from$ashkend to Petropaulovsk, which is throughout the whole distance passable for wheel 
c&a es, and though it extends across a barren steppe, wells are to be fbund alon it. 

c c  ~ i e  length of this mad is 1,600 relrta. I t  is only lately that certain kinds of goodm 
are transported from Russia into the step e as far even ns the banks of the Syr by means 
of oxen a d  carts. The ordinary mode OF carrying p o d s  is on camels, which animals nre 
alone capable of supporting the want of water, or of drinking water of bad quality, while 
they can nlso subsist on the prickly shrubs of the steppes. Goods are despatcl~cd by 
caravans, and only at  those seasons of the year when snow hurricanes in winter, and the 
sultry heat and aridity of summer do not render the steppes impassable. Owing to these 
circumstances, only two caravans pass between Bokhara and Orenburg during the year, 
and the number of cattle and men forming the caravan is inploportion to the difficulties 
to be cncountered on the journey. The number of beasta o burden in the cnravan is also 
governed by the supply of water and pasture along the road. The route from I<hiva to 
the Caspian has been abandoned on account of the scarcity of water and pasture. Caravans 
are from two to two and a half months perfomling the journey from Oreuburg to Bokhara, 
and vice versd. Thc cost of transporting goods is from five to fifteen roublcs, or averaging 
10 roubles; 11.  10s. per camel carrying a load of 16 l~uds, or 576 pounds avoirdu oia. 
From Orenburg to Bokhara the price p a ~ d  is 60 copecks per pud, or 5s. 8 d. per cwt. P 

The following description of the extraordinary route by which tea ie conveyed to 
Russia from Cll~na is taken from Mr. Lumley's report :- 
" A considerable pro ortion of the tea destined for the Riachta overland market is sent 

direct fmm Hankow ckwn the Yangtse-Kians to Shanghae; sonic is nlso sent from 
Foochow and Canton to Shanghae, but most of it is collected in the provincc of Fukien, 
to the north-east of Canton, from whence it is despatched by land or water to Chuh-Chau. 
Thence i t ie conveyed by coolies, in the manner described by Fortune, ovcr the mountains 
to ICiu-Chan. Here the tea is loaded in small boats, taking about 200 chests each ; it ia 
then conveyed 40 versts down a stream into the Chen-tang, where it is re-loaded iuto 
boats carrying 500 chests. Passing tlle towu of Hnngchau, the boats emerge into the 
Nastern Sea, and coasting along reach the River Icisinng, up which they proceed to thc 
town of Slianghae. Here the tea is re-loaded into larger vessels, carrying as ~uuclr :la 
1,500 chcets, besides other goods. These vcssels, after leaving Shanghae, 'roceed alo~rg 
the coast to Tientsin. which place they reach, if the weather is favourable, in about 
15 days. 
" The tea is once more re-lorded at Tientsin into small boats takina about 200 chests, 

which follow the windings of the stream Barboe, and reach Tienshni, atout 22 verats fi.oru 
Pekin, in the space of 10 days. From tllis point the tea is transported by laud on calucla 
and in L~~llock carts to thc frontier fortress Changkeakau or ICalgan at  tlie great wall, a 
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distance of about 252 verds, alid thence across the ateppe or deaert of Gobi, 1,882, to 
Kiachta. 

The transport of tea from Pukien to Kinchta occu1)iee two or throe month,  eoaor* 

The  distance from the tea-gcowing districts to Rinohtr is reckoned a t  500 verets, 
making a total of 10,936 versts=7,921 miles, which the caravan tea has to traverse 
before it reanhea the Moscow market. 

W e  are told by Mr. Lumlcy, on the authority of General Kryvanowski, that, in con- 
eequeuce of the Tungmi insurrection in Cl~inem (Eastern) Turkeatsu, and the trade 
between China and Rashgar being stopped, Central Asia hnd to go without tea. Some 
of the enterprising Tasl~kend merchants, however, ordered large supplies from the fair a t  
Irbit, a distance of 3,000 vents. 

Now, from the foregoing extracta it will be seen that cnravans are from two to two and 
r half months'journey between Bokharil aud Orenburw, and cross three large deserta. 
Between Ynrkaud and I>dampore, where the fair may \e taken to correspond with that 
a t  Orenburg, the journey by the route just indicated mill take 55 days, and as caravans 
would only pass duriug the summer months, when all the snow would have disappeared 
from the passea traversed, no inconvenience from cold would be felt, and for the rest, 
there is more water, foddcr, and fuel to be found on this route than is to be had on the 
Bokhara and Orenburg line. I t  hae been said that the road over the Himala as is only 
traversable for a short time each year, but ao dso  \vo find it to be the care on tEe R u a s i a  
line, and there is m, reaeon why we should demand impossibilities fbr o w  route, or abandon 
i t  because we cannot effect what is contrary to custom. 

The case as regarde ten is still more remarkable. From R q s  to Yxkand  is only a 
journey of two month ,  just about aa long as the tea take8 to reach Shangl~ae from the 
Chineac l)l:untatiou~; fronl Yarkand to 'l'asllkeud the journey takes 20 days, a d  yet, 
owing to our want of proper intercoinmunication with Ruasia, the iilerchauta of Tashkand 
had to get their tca, vci Irbit, a distance of 5,000 miles, wherem they might have got i t  
dircct from Kangra or Hindoosta~~, a distance of less than 1,000 miles. 

A word too may be said on the subject of the great barrier which a mountain, 17,000 
feet high, is eupposed to offer to trade. Such a remark can only be made by ;L person 
wholly unacquainted with the Himalayas. All  who have travelled in these regions know 
that, with thc exception of the Rotxng, the lowest pass of' all, t l ~ c  other paseu nre 
apl)roaclred by long easy inclines over the Rutang ; a mule road hm been made, and may 
be still further improved as the increase of traffic slmll de~nand it. 

Tllerc is no illtention, in putting forward this paper, of endcu~ouring to crcate a 
prepossession in favour of this I-Iimalayan route over tlie more easy route, 
vii Att+nistan. But there i~ this one preacnt dvautage  in S Y ~ ) ~ ~ ~ ~  rvour of and this mountah 
liue, that I I ~  hostile cou~itries have to be crossctl. As boon :I$ Cabluuere territory is left, 
the carnvnne reach Yarkand, the ruler of which country wvuld gladly cntcr into close 
rell~tions of friendslip wit11 w ; anti oniy a few day6 ago a letter from a tea planter 
appeared in one of' the I d a n  newspapers, lamenting that, a l t l ~ o u ~ h  such excellent 11rices 
were to be had for theae teas if they could only reach the Russian frontier, tlus was 

impossibIe 

to circumstancea." 
- 

F~OIII Kiachta the winter lvutcr is by Selenginuk old Verkne Udinsh, nod wrom L&e 
Baikal over the ice to I r k u t ~ k ,  a jo~vney of' from seven to eight days. 

This winter route ia generally nvailable from tho middle of ,Trounry to the middle of 
Lake Bnikal is 330 miles long and 40 miles broad ; therc is occasiomlly great 

:~:\lt~ in emsin?  it, in couaeqocnce of its aurhce being free tiurn .mow, us i t  i. .oldon 
complete1 frozen t ~ l l  the snow-thll l ~ u s  ceased. 

A t  Irkutak, the capital of E s ~ t e r n  Siberia, p u t  of the tea is retained for anle in that 
ovince, and of the January arrivnla a portion 1s f 'or~arded to the fair a t  Irbit. At thia 

&r parchases me mndc i l r  western  Siberia, and for the Govornmenta of Perm, K a m .  
Arclla~~gel,  Orenburg, Vintka, nnd Vologtla. The tca d e ~  tched ill February to Tomsk 
generally remains there during the apring, a t  which time tE mads arc im ~ m b l e ,  and in 
the month of May it is sent from .l'omsk to Tiumen, partly by land but c!ieily by water, 
that is to say, by the River Tom into the Ob, from the Ob into the Irkutak, and tl~enca 
into thc Tarn, by which atrcanl i t  reacher Tiumen about the latter end of June. E'rolu 
Tiumen thc tea i j  co~lveycd by land tu Perm, a journey of about 12 daya; here ~t is 
loaded into craft on the Kama, down which river i t  is carried into the Volgu a t  Kazan, 
and thence up the Volga to Nijni Novgorod, wliich place i t  reaches about the end of July. 
Nijni Novgorod is now connected with Moscow by railway, ajouruey for passenvem of 1T 
hours. The tranait fmm ICiechtn to Nijni Novgorod often occupies six months, o2mg to the 
dela s occnsioned by the ice on the rivers, but i t  ie son~etimes performed in half the h e .  

~ i e  dirtancea by thia route are a. follows : 

Fram Kiachta to Irkutek - - - - - - 
,, Irkutak to T o d  - - - - - - 
,, Ton~sk to Tiuinen - - - - - - 

Tiumeu to Icazan - - - - - - 
,, Kazan to Rloscow - - - - - - 

TOT& - - - 

Versts. 
557 

1,554 
1,768 
1,236 

82 1 
-- 

5,936=4,452 miles. 
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imposeible oih Mghanbtan,  owi to the preeent unmettled shrts of &in tho utter 
. hunce  of all protection d B ~ X  i n t e rn t r  Had the l n d 4 .  tea p l m k r  horn of this 
route now pointell out, he might have sent of hie teaa, and reolised tho high Ivhich 
he says await hie p a p .  

Briefly to surrrmarise the improvements which have token place since &. Daviesm 
Report of 1863 wne published. Then tllc cllicf ob-taclea to trade were the llcevy duties 
levied by the 3Laharajah of Cmlimere at Leh and ou the frontier of' tllc Punjab, tile difficult 
route over the l<umkorun~, and the inuecurit of' the roatl betsce~r Lch alltl Yarkuld ; 
also the ru-gerl and uninvitinq charmtcr of t i e  road Letwce~l t l~n Punjal, rind Leh, .i& 
Mundi an$ Rulu. Still, wit 1 all these difticulties and restrictions, ns remnrked by 
Captain Mus$u.ric, fiuui tirue iurnemorial thcrc has al\vays been u trade Betreen 
Hindoostan an Kastern Turkestan, an! the w o ~ ~ d e r  is not that tllc trode should have 
diminished, but that it should still survivc. 

since then me have see11 the follo~ving improvements effected. The cuetoms duties of 
thc CaJhmere Govern~nent hnvc been reduced to au unifonn rate of5 pcr writ. ad coiore~t, 
and all ob~loxioi~s cecaas and exactions have been abol~ehed. The Bfaharajah has o c w d  
*out the route through Ilia territory, and by establishing fhira at  Jarnoo and LC\ h a  
given great induoementa to hnders to frequent the Lndakh market 

I t  bas been sntisfictorily shown that an easy, safe, and ex dit iuus route fi.ee &m 
obstacles cxistr, and can bc used a t  once, between Yarkand and Eadak~l, and if a coulpnra- 
t i v e l ~  trifling expense be incurred, this road can be coutiuued over the P d y o  Pa to 
Britlsll territory, and thus the passage ~f caravms between Hindoostan and T u r k e e m  
will be accom lished with a t  least as much ease as can be perforrnea by caravans between 
Bokhara and brLnburg. 

FUtker, we have in our favour the openly announced desirc of the rider Pad peopk of 
Y a r b d  to trade with us, and Qeir very urgent demand for tea, ol' \c.llicl~ the n-t 
point of supply is reached much more quickly by the Muudi-UJu route tbrn by m y  
other. Seeing that the ICangra tea l~lantations are only 55 days distant fro111 Yarkand, 
where four rupees (eight ~hillinge) per pound are re.dly givcu for inferior kinds of tea, 
wherwcalcptha  ia h e  next nearest point for Chino tens to be procured far the Turkestan 
market, it may be hoped that the Kangra planters will not be slow to avail tllernselves of 
t he  advantages now offered them 

No mention has been made by Mr. Uavies or Ca tain Montgomcfie of tlic route to 
Yukand  and Rashgar, from Peshaaar ui& ~ h i t r a f ,  Ivhich some writers suppose muat 
su eraede all other lines. As this route passes through countries infested with fanatical 
tr i ies always hostile to, and a t  present in antagonism with, the British power, i t  may he 
time for u8 to discuss the comparative merits of the direrent routes when they 
are all equally open. But, in addition to the testimony of Molla~ned Amin, who describes 
the Chitral route as the easiest of all, except the Changcl~ungmo, I nlny mention a fact 

my own cognisance. For several days on my journey to Leh I was acco~npnnicd 
b two merchants, natives of Uoneir, who told me that they had formerly trnded by the 
&itral route, but last year, hearing in Yarkaod of the facilities offered to  traders by the 
Ladakh route, they came that way. The are now returning by it, and aaid the superiority 

C i  of this line was so great that they shoul always adopt it heuceforth. 

21 September 1868. re. Do~iglas ForsyL. 

REPORT on the ROUTE to the I<ARAKASH RIVER vi8 the Cn,\xccnu~cxo VALLEY 
and Pass. 

I nrvs the honour to submit the following report oo the routr to the Report on route from Ladakh to Eastern 
Karakash river, o i l  the .Chanchuogn~o Valley and Pass. Turkestan, ICarakash river. aid Cbengchungmo, to the 

1. illy object iu ,$ravelling over t,hie road was to ascertain if it is superior or otherwise, 
for general purposes of traffic and communication, to the route by Nubra and the Knrah-ui.um 
Pass. I had often heard the Chsngchungrno route described as practicable and easy, but 
.at the same time there were collflictiug accounts reXardiog i t :  sometimes it was said to be 
~ n ~ u i t a b l e  to of water and grass, and other objections were made apaiust it. 

former p a r s  there was undoubtedly ,a frequented road in tll;it direction, as well as one 
further east tllrougll Cllanthang to Khoba!r; but for mauv pears the Cl~angshungo~o route 
bas been allnost disused, and Chantbang 1s entirely closed by the jealous exelus~veuess of 
the L'llassa Government. The former of these 'roads was raltell by A. SdlaPntweit  in 
1857, and by MI: Johnson in his journey to Klloblll t h ~ e  yeRl-6 ago ; tile road 

rhicll I follo\,,ed differs sonlewhat from that take11 on either of the above occasions, and is 
shorter and better supplied with both grass and water. 

R 4 
2. I a s  

3 S 3  

Object pro oaad to 
be +teiuJ by ex- 
ylor~ng the mute. 
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Wrns ncconip~nied 2. I waa accompal~ied on the journey by Kazi Kutnb Din, the vakeel of the Muharajall of 
by the Caolllllef'e cssl,mere, and I was very glad that he should see and judge o l ' t l~e  cllaracter of the route, Volieel, wllo w~ll he 
nl,lr to  to llis and be able to describe it to his own Governmrnt. I cannot help acknowledging tile zeal 
o,\-n (;ove,.nlnent and energy with wl~ich Ile entered upon the untlertaking in spite of the   no st J i s c o ~ t r a ~ i ~ ~ ~  
ou the mute. reports, and the cl~eert'ulness with whi~:h he bore the I a t i ~ u e s  and discon~lorts 01' t l ~ ~  jt,tlrlley. 

The  Wi~zi r  of LadLrk11, Ali Akbar Shah, gave every ass~sturlce in o t r  preparations for ttle 
iourney. 

Gires the stwes, 3. 111 the following itinerary I have not given the exact marches we made either on going 
thedistances be- nr returning, as on the outward jou~ney we were. owing to the ignorance or the guitle, Illore 
~ ~ ~ ~ 8 ~ , " ~ i a t ~ ~ ~  than once led astray from the proper route ; and on t h e  return, Crom a similar eailse, we 
the routs fes- I\"<. iorced to take double ~ n a i c l ~ e s  as f'nr as  C h a n ~ c l ~ u n g n ~ o ,  as  at  the Karakasl~ river I 
tures of thecountry. tli+covered that our sopplies 01' foot1 hat1 rull short. ml len  we left our heavy bapgage ill 
Explains why he Changchungn~o valley, I ordered the servants i111tl coolies to carry on with then1 provisions 
did not precisely himself this for 14 days; but the guide, an old " sliikaree " of great repute I I I  these regions, assured 

line. illem that by the route he knew we should be back much illore quickly, and they, without 
my knowledge, only took on enough for 10 davs. On this account we had to 11urr.y back 
a t  all speed, and met our fresh supplies only at'ter tlre last morsel of food in camp had been 
consumed. I I~clve, however, d r~cr ibed  the exact line uf road taken on the  retum march, 
but divided the stages into convenient distances, where a t  the same time water, gwss, &c. 
are procurable at  the halting grounds. 

4. Staye 1st) Leh to Tihsey, 12 nzi1es.-An eoay level road, first down the Lth  valley,. 
then up the right bank of the Indus to the large villt~ge of 'l'ikse. 

2nd. l ' ihsy  to Chimruy, 10 miles.-Direction south-east, up the Indus, and then north-east 
up the Chi~nray  valley. Road good and nearly level. A t  Chin~ray  is a large village; just 
opposite the entrance of the Chinway valley there is a good bridge on the Indus at  Marsalung, 
the second stage out of L t h  on t l ~ e  main road from L611 to Lahoul and Kulu. 

3rd. Chimray to Zingrril, 10 or 11 miles.-North-east up r l~e  Chimlay valley through the 
villnges of Sakt6 and Chigar. The road is good but ascends considerably. There is no, 
r r m a n e n t  village at  Zingrhl (Zhing-ml nieans the "field decayed or ruined.") There ia, 

ere an old artificial lake and traces of former habitation and cultivation, but only 
huts  and tents occupied during su~limer by shepherds. Grass and he1 are plentiful. 
From this place there are two passes over tlie range of n~ountains bounding the Indus 
valley on the north (the KailLs or Gangri range) ; one, the ChanglB, goes over to Durgul 
(Chaoglb,easter.n pass) ; the other, the Kaylh (neck pass), leads direct to Tankse, and gives 
half a day's march. 1 returned by t l ~ i r  pass: it is n ~ u c l ~  h~gher  than the other, being 
18,400 feet, and though shorter, the ascent ant1 dcscent are steep and stony, and it would, 
probably never become much t ~ s e d ;  it is now, however, often t i ~ k e ~ l  by t l ~ e  traders to and 
from Rltdok to save time. I \could here observe that in the new Trigonon~etrical Survey 
Map of Ladikh these two Iril~ses, the Kayla and Chanplh, are made to lead over from the 
head of the Ugii valley further to thc east, and not from the Chi~nray valley, as  is really the 
case; this is an error very likely to mislead travellers. The pass at  the head of the Ugd. 
valley, the Ugulh, is n~erely an almost unused foot-track, and leads over into another valley 
Far to the east. 

4th. Zingrul to Durgu.-About 18 miles over the Chang-IL, direction north-east. 
Thte road, which is much Tre uented, leads by a very gradual ascent of about four ~niles 

to the crest of the pass, which 1 estimrte a t  about 17,000 feet high. The descent ir easy 
and iradual, down a valley ~ v l ~ i c h  is a t  first a little stony, but so011 becomes wide, smooth, 
and grassy. After about 12 miles, the road turns east over a sandy alluvial sptrr to the 
village of Durgu. The pass is excessively easy, and the road does not offer a single 
dificulty. 

5th. Durgu, through Tanhsi l o  Wtiglib, 15 miles.-First south-east to Tan&, seven 
miles, where there is a villnre and Govern~nent dep6t a t  which stores of all kinds, ae flour, 
barley,, ghee, sheep, &c.,can be procured ; then north-east for eight miles to Muglib, where 
there IS a small vi l lag~,  and wide grassy camping grounds. ?'he road is good, and nearly 
level, running along the stream, and generally over ~11100th lawn-like turf. 

6th. 1CIuglib to Luhung, 1 4  miles.-First 1 2  ~niles south-east, along a narrow and almost 
level sandy r;~vine, to near the head of the Pangong lake ; the road then turns north over a 
plain of deep sand Ibr two 111i1es to tlie small hamlet of L u k h g  (Luhhhng-the "fountain 
otl's hollow," or "fountain valley "). 'The ravine above M u q l ~ b  evidently once drained the 

!'angong lake. I t  widens out in several parts of its course, and cnntains three or lour an~all  
lieah-water lakes, which are fringed with grass. Along the sandy bed of the ravine, the 
Myricaria elegans and a yellow honeysuckle grow in great luxuriance, and a beautiful 
yellow-flowered Clemutic is seen hanging in festoons from the rocks on either hand. 

From Lukunp a direct road runs south-east along the Pangong lake through Ehushul 
to the Indus, and then direct either by Rupshu to Lahoul, or by the Parang-la to Spiti. 

F o r  
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nor traders passing between our provinces and Yarkand this route would save five or  six 
over the one round by Lkh, and is e v e r ~ w h t r e  easy.. 

7111. Lukut~g,  through Chugru to  Lirnkn, 13 miles.-The road first runs sevell miles 
north-east over some gravellv ridges, and up a grass! valley to Clluqra, where there IS a 
larger can~ping  and grazing !.round of the Pangong s l ~ e ~ l ~ e r d s  und I~erdsn~tn ,  : I I I ~  w11icl1 is 
the last permanent residence in this clirection; a11d thrn east up :I gravelly valley for six 
miles, to a grassy camping grollnd called Lullpka (Lung-kha, "valley snow ") at  tllc foot 
of the Marsimik pass. T l ~ e  road is pootl, and the ascent very easy;  wood, grass, and water 
are l>lentiful. The word Chugru or C h a p  means " washing  lace," and there is ;I slightly 

.IS I I I I ~  new warm spring containing soda, wl~ich is much resorted tu lor t l ~ e  pulpose of w .  I 
upattGs"-wooller~ cloth. Small trout abountl in tlre stream. About two nliles north- 
east ot' Lukung,  there i s  a grassy vailey, wl~icll is every ye+r occupied by traders fi.0111 
C h a n t h h n ~ ,  who come in the sumnler with hundreds of sheep laden with wool, salt, &c., 
which they barter with the Ladskhis and otllrrs for p i i n ,  flour, cotton goods, and other 
articles. These men are called Chbk-pa (Chagpa-" cut-th1-oats"), nncl come from 
Maching, a clistrict about one morrth'tj journey to the ea-tward ; they were f11r111erl~ a race 
of Tartar rohberu, but have been forced by the L'hassa governnlrnt into following the 
more harmless occupation ol' trade. 

8th. Lu71gha, over the Marsimik Pass to Gunli, ahout 18 miles.-First nearly cast for 
about five miles to the to o l  the paw, \vllich is nearly 19,000 leet high, but i ~ s  aecent is 
very easy and gradual. Fro111 1I1e crest of the pass the road tlescends to the nortll down 
a narrow v:~lley for about 13  nlilrs to Gunl6, passing through two campio'r g ~ o u n d s  called 
Rinidi (R i~rgd i ,  the " long valley "), and Pang-long (the " grassy valley "). The descent 
is  very gradual, and quite easy lor lade11 horses, ant1 a very little lal~onr employed in clear- 
ing away stones, &c., over two or three miles of the roughest p a ~ t  would nlakc the road 
quite good. Fuel and grass are found almost everywhe~e. Gun16 ("winter inclosure ") is, 
as its nalrle implies, a winter residence resorted to by the Pangong sllepherde. 

9th. Gun& to G O ~ T U ,  ubout 20 miles.-The road first runs north down the Gunl t  stream 
for seven nliles to near Pamchalan on the Changchungnlo liver, then turns over a low 
sandy spur, and runs east up the lel't bank or the Cl~angchungmo ~.iver for ;\bout seven 
miles; it then crosses the stream by a ford, and continues north-east over a low niountain 
ridge, lying in the b e ~ ~ d  of tlle river, to Gogra (the " garlic ground "), where t l~ere is a 
wide levcl grassy campin g~ount l  covered with bushes of M y ~ ~ i c c i ~ ~ i u .  Gogra is situated in 
the upper valley o l  the 8 1 l a ~ ~ c h u n ~ m o ,  a few n~iles above the acute bend that the river 
takes in the middle part of its course. At Pamcl~alan,  or Pamlan, as it is also called, there 
is quite a jungle of Myricaria elegons, and abundance of pasture, and both this place and 
Gogra are winter pasture grounds of the shepherds. The road is everywhere easy and 
nearly level, but  is rather heavy ill places from deep sand and pebbly gr;~vel. 

The river a t  the crossing is about 100 yards wide, and is divided into three or four 
cl~annels;  it has a rapid stream, and when at  i ~ s  highest is about Ibur lkct deep. I t  runs 
over a level, shingly, and not rocky bottom, which very much lessens the difficulty of 
crossing. The water varies greatly in depth, not only a t  diRerent seasnns, but also nt 
different tinles of the day. I t  is alwa s lowest in the morning, begins to rise about noon, 
reaches its I~eigbt si~ortly after nightLll, and sinks again by mun~ing.  The daily rise in 
clear weather is from 12 to 18 inches, and is owing to tihe rnel~ing of the snow of the 
previous day on the mountain near the head of the river. The river is fullest a t  the end of 
May, and again fro111 the middle of July to the middle of A u g ~ ~ s t .  1 crossed it twice on 
foot, the second lime on July 25th ; there was then about three feet of' water in the deepest 
part. I t  presented no difficulty of any kind, and would never be irny obsti~cle to (raffic 
like the S l~yok river on the other route, as  it is, I helieve, always easily lvrdable ill tlle fore- 
noon. T ~ v o  English travellers who crossed it about a fortnight later than I did, desc~ibetl 
i t  as  being a little deeper, but their baggage was carried over on yaks without da~naqe. 

There is another route, which continues eastward up the left bank of the Changchungmo 
river to its bend a t  Kyim, and which was taken by Mr. Johnson in his journey to Iillotan. 
I t  is considerably longer than the one I fbllowetl, a ~ ~ d  as the river has to be crossed twice 
within two miles, it is no saving in that respect. 

loth.  From Gogra the road crosses the northern bend of the Changch~~ngrno river, and 
runs north-east up the Changlung valley for about 16 miles to near the foot of' the pass 
over the range of mountains bounding the Chal~gchungmo valley to the north. 

The 

* No~&-The strges on these routes are as follows :- 
i: $ ~ ~ t ~ ~ ~ , " 6 f , ~ ~  Man')~eqy level road along soutl~ shore of the Pangong lake. 

3 and 4. Shuehal over a low ass to the Indue nt Chumathang. There are nlso fords and ferries 
over the Indus at hva  and Nima, a few miles hiaher up. - - 

5. Chumathang to Pup.- 
From Puga there are two routes, one lending by the Tsho Morari lake and Parangli (pass) 
reaches Spiti in six marches. The pass is steep nnd high, but this route is now often fol- 
lowed by the traders of Spiti and 13ianl1ar coming to LBh. The other reaches Rupshu in two 
marches from Puga, and there joim the main road from I<ulu and Lahoul to Ladukh at a 
point seven marches distant from Kenlung in Lahoul. 

384. F 
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The Changchungmo river from its source first rnns east by south to a point a few nliIes 
below Gogra and opposite Kyam ; it then turns due west, nl1ic11 course it rrtains to its 
junction with the Shyok, so t l ~ i ~ t  the rood crosses it twice. I found this I'ortl 1c.s~ deep than 
thc first, an11 r~asier to cross. The water bt,gins to rise about t n o  hours e-~rl ier  tliat~ at  the 
first, ant1 at tai l~s its height about sullset. The pot11 up the C h ; ~ ~ ~ g l u n g  (" Eastern V i ~ l l e ~  ") 
was generally very easy over g~avelly ;~lluvial slopes,and the ascent very gradual. 111 ;L Ikw 
p1i1cc.s the roi~tl requires a l~t t le  llii~king to avoid frequently croaxiug the strrani, which, 
I~owcrer, IS  not dezl,. Seven u~i l r s  above GoSra the Changluug valley widells out into a 
flat Lasin, lull of hot springs aud fountains, iu~d  s i ~  ~niles above this it dlvidlis into two 
mvilies ; one, with the larger 3trrarn colning down from t l ~ c  right or nortll-easl, Icads over 
a his11 (over i9,ooO feet) ant1 rather rouglr but perl'ectly easy pass to N~schu,  11ortl1 of the 
range: we folloa~etl this roictl vn t l ~ c  oi~tword journey. 'The other rakine fro111 the left or 
north-lry-west leads over n 1huc.11 e;~si(.l. pass, a t  Ic,ast 1,000 feet lower than the otllej, and 
\vitl~ the most gradual easy ascent and descent. 'I'll~s second pass we di-covercd on g o i ~ ~ g ,  
and on our relurn came over it allcl fo~lnd the road 111uc1i tllc sl~orter of 111e two as well as 
brltrr. A t  the junction of the two ravines is a lofty pyramidal rnnunta~n, scarped at the 
base, atl~ere it tlispli~ys regular strata o l  s.antlstone and slate rocka, dipping fiow each side 
t o w a ~ d s  111~. cen t~e ,  and ~~lce t i l ip  at  11ear1y a r igl~t  ;~ngle. This wakes a most un~~~is taknble  
land-mark. I h;ld cxirns of sLt:nrs erected here an(l at Inany other places to 111al-k thy- road, 
ancl in this rainles; cliniate they will last fbr yc ars. 

A t  the camping ground, and nln~nst  everywhere up the vallry to withill five I I ~  six 
miles of the pass, Iuel and graas were plentiful. 

11 t11. Frorn lhe head qf the Chunglung uallry over the puss to Niscl~u,  uborrt 15 miles.- 
The road a t  firdt ast.enJs gradually fbr about ninc  riles I I I  a ~ ~ o r t l ~ e r l y  d ~ r e c t i o ~ ~  to tlle lop 
of tlle p:~ss, then t u r ~ ~ s  nearly east and dcscends gently along t l ~ e  banks of 11 sniall s r r m  
for a l~uut  six nliles to its junction with ellother stream from the south-east. Tlic latter 
leads clown fr0111 the high 11c1ss crossed by Mr. Jrjl~nson, a l ~ d  111e valley at  the junction of 
the two btreams is celled in his route maps Nisch~c ("'l'he two Waters "). 'Phis, as \yell as 
nearlv all the names of places beyond Changchungmo, are arbitrary, and uile u n k ~ ~ o w n  to 
the people, even to those who have triirelled tllrough the c o ~ ~ n t r y .  The I ibetans hare the 
most fertile imz~ginations lor inventin? names, an11 with the exception of a lew well known 
places they give new names on every fresh occasion that offers. 

The route I have just  describrd reems to be by far t l ~ e  shortest an11 easiest of those over 
this range or  mountains, and the pass much lowrr than any o l  the others. 'I'herz is a pass 
still further west, which was crossed by A. Schlagintweit, of whose journey 1 saw frequent 
traces, but  it is  much higher and more diffic~flt. I t  is called Boo-la ("Cave Pass"), from 
sonie caves in the ravine on the south eide. This range of mountains is the eastern con- 
ti~luatiou of the Karukorum range. I n  the Nischu valley, for nlany miles d o ~ ~ ) ,  there is 
neilher g r ' s*  nor fuel, and, though water is plentiful, there is scarcely a trace ol've;etation 
of any kind. 

From this point the baggage yaks, and other uni~nals, wcle sent back to the other s:de of 
the pas%, as there was known to be a scarcity of pasture on a-head ; one pony only was 
take11 on Ily the Vekll, and the b a g g q e  was carried by coolies. 

1 have thlts Iar given  he route in short stagefi, which can be chilnged ;it pleasure, a43 
csn~ping-zuounds exist almost everywl~ere, well supplied with grass and fuel, and tlie 
unarchcs can be lengthened or ~hortened to suit the convenience of the traveller. 

12111. Nischu to a canlpin g7ountl 011 the plain north of the Changcl~unynzo ra7~ge of 
mou~itoins, ahorit 22 miles.-$he 'l.oad first rims north domn the valley lor nine milts, then 
turns north-by-west across a series tlf bro:~d, flat, ridges for five more to the edge 
of a wide level  lai in, in which 111e outermost ridge ends abrqptly in a descent of 200 
or 300 fect. This plain (c.alled ZIl;~ng-ri-tllang-" Mouil tai~~ P l a ~ n  ") stretches far 
away to the north, in rvhicb c!irrction it is bounded, a t  a distancc of about 20 miles, by a 
range c;f rocky mountains a ln~os t  bare of snob\,. Just before rea~,hing the plain, the dry 
clay bed of an old lake is crossed. Dr-cending on to the plain, the road runs nearly due 
north, m a k ~ n g  for a castle-lilte rocky el~~inenoe in the centre of the opposite rangt., and 
after aLouL ciplit miles meels with a chain of small fresh water poois and rills lying in a 
long ~ l ~ a l l o w  l~ollow or ravine, which forms an excellent ca~ilpitig ground. The ravir~e has 
a direction ii.0111 west to east, and collies f ron~ the snowy ranges to the south and west. In 
some sensons there is here a stream of water, which flows 11ortI1-east into Tso-thsng lake, 
15 miles dibtant. If there is no water to be found here on the surface, it can, I believe, 
always be got by digging down a few inches, as  the ground I I ~ I - e  never drias up. Fuel is 
abundant OII  the surface of tlie plain, but there is no grass;  horses, however, eat the tufts 
of Eurotia, which grow almost everywhere, and constitute the only food of the antelope in 
these regions. 

13th. From last encampment, nearly due north, across the plain to its northern edge, and 
the11 down a ~ a v i n e  to a camping ground 71ear the cenbe of the opposite range of mountains ; 
total divtmzce about 23 miles.-'I he road ' l int  lies nearly due ~ ~ o r t h  across the plain, over 
sand and gravel, for about 12 miles, then crosses a wide flat-topped gravelly ridge some 300 
or 400 feet high, and five miles across. This is the actual watershed of the range, and all 
the valleys to the north run down by more or less tortunus course through a belt of rocky 
mountains to  a second large.plain lying 15 miles to the north-east. From the top of the 
ridge jllst mentioned, any one of these ravines may be followed, and all contain water and 

grass 
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grass i l l  some part of their course. Tllis range of rocky ~ ~ l o u n t a i n s  runs in a g e ~ ~ e r a l  direc- 
ti011 nortll-west to south-east, and about its centre rise two reruitrliable lufi! cl,aggy 
emi~iencrs, vihiblc from a great distunce as they tower above all the others w a r  t h c ~ ~ i ,  :~ud  
betweell the two, over ;I low pass, lies the shortest route, as  far a s  1 could judge, t l ~ o o g l ~  by 
follorvi~ig the ravinr, either to the right or I(-ft of tl~eni, no 1111ss has to bc crossed. 'These 
two enlinences are from onv to two miles apart, t l ~ e  more easterly 11:1s s o m e w h ~ ~ t  the form 
of a t8ast tlo111c wit11 a rugged broke11 surhce,  the olhe~.  to thr  Irft looks like a n(1ual.c tower 
with ; I  enlnll centr:~l peak or spirr liiing out of a s l o p i ~ ~ k  c o ~ ~ i c a l  I~asr ,  conspicuous for the 
red and purple rocks on its sllrface. Inlniediately alter leaving the Nischu villlcy, these 
two peaks f t ~ r ~ n  nio6t conspicuous features in tlie landscape. 

Alier crossing the lidge between the L I V ~ I ,  and turning over a I r > w  s a ~ ~ d y  spur to 111e ripl1t, 
t l ~ e  rrlad turns nol-111 down a gorge through lofty cliffs ~ l '  wl~ite clu;trlz, rising in hroken 
peaks to a I~eight of 1,000 lret and upi~ardb, and mters a verdant valley with the n lc~u~~ta in  
slo1)es green with grass, and a stream of c l r a ~  water runnil~g down the ccnlre, rhro~lpl~ turfy 
banks carpeted will\ flowers. Thie march nray be divided by crosing the lar-e I > l a i ~ ~  in a 
d i rec t io~~ north-by-east to a large lake,ci~lled 'I'so-thang (" Lake of the P ~ ~ I I I  "), ant1 ncamp- 
ing on its margin, the wi~ter of the lake is son~ewhal brackish, Inut quire 11otaLle; fuel is 
found near it, but no grass. On our way out we encnn~l)ed on the north side of t l~ie lake, 
but returning, we left it six or seven miles to the east, and thus saved a I I ~ ~ I . C ~ I .  

14th. From the lust canrp anlong the mountains, 12 nziles north-west, tu ri pluce called 
ThalJaL-The direction is first 11orth-west alver a low pass, then north down a \tide sandy 
valley, ant1 lastly west, over a wide, low, gravelly bpur, to the foot of a lofty pinnacle-like 
crag, tvhicli terlriinates onc of the spurs of  he central range of ~ l ~ o u ~ l l a i n s  and overhar~gs a 
s e c o ~ ~ d  wide 1)lain. This plain, like the first, extends far away to the north and east, and 
cont:~ins severai salt lakes, and the surhce  is over a l a ~ g e  exten1 covered wit11 svllite saline 
efflorr hcellce, in solue 1)l:lct.s a fuor a ~ ~ d  more in dept l~  ; on the east side of this rock is a 
verdaut grassy hollow, through whicl~ a small sto.ean1 of clean sweet water runs north 
towards t l ~ e  nearest ~ a l t  lake, though, like all other strean~s ill t l ~ ~ s  region, it sinks into the 
sandy soil before ~t reaches the open plain. Fuel is plentiful all round. Two ~uiles beyond 
this, i~nd  on the west side of ~ l l e  same crag, there is a second path of verdure, surrounding 
a nunil)er of springs ant1 snrall ~ ~ o n d s  ol' intensely salt bitter water; one of them is, how- 
ever, only brackish, and quite fit fur drinking. Both these places were called Thaldat by 
the guide, and the name see~ncd well known to mauy of the coolies; it means, '( Ice, or 
Snow Groiu~d," and is so calletl lion1 a lake of snonf about a mile to tile north, out in the 
open plain. I t  is called M~rpothang in the new survey map, but as  this word has a11 objec- 
tionable meaning ill  the Tibetan language, the name 'l'haldat, given by the coolies, ; I I I ~  

which seemed well known, is 1;1r pretcrable. 
From 1111s place two roads may be taken ; one leads north-east, across the salt plain, to 

the foot of tlle mountain OII its n o ~ t l ~  side, and then over the Katai nibvan (pass), all(! 
througlr a valley aalong the mountains lo the Karakash. This r o ~ ~ t e ,  which is dcacribe,l 11,- 
Mr. Jol~nson in his published report, gives a distance ot'nearly 50 miles without fresh \ \ ; , . , . I . ,  

and a lmos~ wilhout p a s s ;  :~nd  t l ~ c  other route, wl~ich I followed, leads na~rth-west along the 
foot of the n~ountains to a 11:lss at the west collier of the salt I>lain, and then traverses a 
third Irvel plain to the v;tlley at  the head of the Karakash. I t  is shorter than the other, 
and grass, fuel, and w;cler ale plentiful about midway. 

15. From l'haklat, 12 ntiles trorlh-west along the side of the salt plain, then six niiles 
over a low pass to a valley called by the coolies Patsa1ung.-The road a t  fir-t skirts the base, 
of the range of mountains on the sontli-west side of tlie salt p l a i ~ ~  for 10 miles, the:) crosses 
a wide sandy valley ~ u ~ ~ n i n g  down from the westward to a s~nall patch of snallrpy ground 
at  the foot of a rock+ spur, where fuel and water are procurable. and which f o r n ~ i  il good 
camping g~ound.  rlr r tn te rca~~nut  always be c~btained a . i ~ l ~ o u t  digging below the surface. 
Frolu t l~is  the road ascends gently up a ravine I C I  thu north-wrst, ant1 crosses ;I low easy 
pass GOO or 700 feet I~igll, a11t1 descends by an equally gentle s lol~c to Patsalung (the 
"Soda Valley "), a valley opening out into the south end ot il tl~ircl large plain, which is in 
great p a ~ t  covered with salt, and co~~ti l ins t h ~ e r  or four salt lakes. A t  the lower part of 
the vallev we found abund;lnt h r l  ant1 water, and on the sides of the hills, leading up tn the 
pass, grass was plenliful. 

16. From tlie last halting place 20 miles nearly drte rtorflr to o campi~t,y gruund UI a wide 
grassy valley called Lon-ding, about nine or 10 miles from the Kt~rakush river.-The road 
a t  first turned north by west across a wide sandy valley, and along tlie base of a rallge of 
mou~~ia ins  bounding the third salt plain* on its west side, t l ~ e n  crossrd the plain ~ L I  its 
~ ~ o r t h e r n  corner, and skirting tlie east side of a salt lake, entered t l ~ e  Lon-ding (" \'alley 
Plain "), a broad, g a s s y  valley, containing springs of frefih water, furl, kc .  iu abundance. 
'There is unlimited pasturage for animals in and around this v.~lley. This marcl~ was rather 
heavy, owing to having to cross, for 10 or 12 miles. n surlace of rough salt, intc. which the 
feet sank at every step; much o f  this may: however, be avoided by sk i . t in~  the siJes of 
the plain, and crossing at  the nnrrowest part, &out lralf way, wl~ere it is l i t~ le  over Four 
miles across; I,y this a few niiles ale added to the length of the march. ' h i s  stage of 

20 miles 

* The route taken by A. Sellelgintweit, in 1067, skirted the N.E. ?ide oft+ ~ln!n, and that followed by 
Mr. Johnson kept emongat the mountains to the N.E. without emerglng on thla plain st all. 
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20  niiles is the longest in the whole journey, without finding water, grass, or fuel on the 
road. 

17th. From the camp in Lon-dbig to the Karakash riuer, nine or 10 milts.-First north 
for five niiles along the valley, then north-west by tlie dry bet1 of' an old lake, and down a 
rather steep sandy mvit~e, between banks of boulder alluviun~, lo the Karnkusl~, some 20 
miles from its source. 

, I  1 his river here runs in a gorge, 200 or 300 yards acroNs, and divides into nullleroue 
channels, running between beds of grass and flowt,rs, with granite boultlers strewn all 
about; t h ~ e  are a f t w  roofless huts on each side of the river, built by previous travellers. 

From this pointthere is ii \\,ell-known route down the Karakash river to Shadula, one o. 
the halting plucen on the road to Yarkand by the Karakorum pass, and four or five marches 
nort l~ of that pass, and eight or nine from Y arkund. I had with rue three Inen who had 
been down the Karnkash to Sliadul;~. 'The distance is al~out  live mzrches, iuid t l~ey all 
described the road as level and eaby, and after the tirst march abounding in grass, fuel, &zc. 
Lower down, the vi~lley contains thlck jungle. 

It is a niucl~ liequentctl pasture ground of the nomad sl~eplierds of Yalkand and 
K11ota11. Mohamcd Amin, who accon~pan~ed A. Scl~lagiutweit in 1857, gives i l ~ e  same 
description of it. 

The routc detailed 5. I n  the above route I have qiven tlie distnnce to the vallry near the head of the liara- 
6ivcs 10stagestbut kae l~  as Ici n~arc*l~es, but it can easil?. be reacl~etl in 12 or 13, and merchants with their 
merchnntticould do laden horses would seltlo~n longer, as  t l ~ r y  licquently go '25 ant1 30 miles a day. On i t  i l l  10- 01. 13 dnys. 

lily return journey 1 rcacl~e(l Lrh in 13 ~narclies, walking the whole way, aud croshec! the 
pass into tlle C l ~ a n g c h u n ~ ~ n o  valley in five n~:irches froin  he Karakash, the bagzagc being 
carried all the time b! cool~es. Tlilv route, in fact, is nu1 longer t11o11 that by the Karakorum 
pass. 

Compnrisou of the 6. In  discussing the comparative merits of these two routes between Ladakh a~:d 
Grokllrum route, Yarkund. I will first point out some of the difficulties of the Karakoranl road, that are 
no'v genrrH1'y invariably conipiained of by the trilders and others who have traversed it, and compare them a i ~ d  thc Cl~tlng- 
chunglno rollte. tvith the worst obstacles to be encountered on the other. 

Ditticulties of the 1st. The pass over the Kaik~is ra t~ge  from Leh to Nubra.-'rhcre are two roads from Lell 
I(arnkorun1 route. olle leading over the Kardong pass, which is 17.500 feet liie;h, excessively steep and stony, 

and has nearly 1,000 feet of stecp glacier on tlie nortll side, and cannot be crossed by 
Iatlen horses. All merch;lndise coming fro111 Yalkand has consequently to be carried over 
on yaks, at  considerable expense (tiimo rupees ischarged for each horse load), and involving 
serious tlelay, from t l ~ e  mel-chandi>e b e i ~ ~ g  oiten detained 1.1-om one to  five weeks in Nubra 
before carriage can be procured. Unlaclen horses even cross a t  great risk. T h e  other 
pass above Leh, t l ~ c  Sahu or Diger 1)ass. though lrss steep and srony than the Kardong, 
and free from gl:lcier, is l o o  feet I ~ i ~ l ~ e r ,  is rough and dilficult, a!ld ladrn horses are seldom 
taken across, \\hereas the Cliangl5 over tlie same KnilLs range on the road to Chang- 
chungmo is lower than t l ~ e  Kardong pass, has no snow in summer, the ascent a ~ ~ [ l  descent 
are very gentle and casy, and laden I~orses cross it without the least riskor difficulty, and n very 
little labour tvould rentlcr it perlectly good for camels. I t  is by far the easiest pass across 
this I.ange of n~ountains nolth of ' the Indus. I have 11ow crossed five of tlie passes over 
this range, and tlie C l ~ a r i ~ l b  was the only one fit for latlen Iiorses. 

2nd. The Shgok river, \vl~icl~ has to be crossed in Nubla district, is at  some seasons 
most forn~itlable. The easiest ford is at  Llesklt, and when I crossetl it, ill August last gear, 
the water was nearly a mile broad : and a?;, owing to the force of the c ~ ~ r r e ~ i t ,  this had to 
I,e crossed obliquely dorvnrvards, it doubled the actual exten: of water. The river was 
divided into three or b u r  channels, and was, in same places, nearly four feet deep, with a 
very rapid stream, so that the baggage c.ould cnly be taken over on men's shoulders, and 
the passage of the river was difficult, and much more formidable than the Changcliungn~o 
could ever be. The latter is little above 100 yards broad, seltlo~tr over three feet deep, and 
never unforduble. 

3rd. The range o l  niountains between the Nubra valley and Upper Shyok takes three 
days to cross, and Op[JOSeS two high passes, both very stecp a ~ ~ d  stony, a ~ ~ d  on one there is 
a considerable extent of ~;lacic.r, wliich 1s often both dangerous and difficult : whereas the 
Marsimik pass, between lJanrong and Chnngchungmo, though nearly 19,000 feet high, is 
quite free fiom snow in sumrner, and the ascent and descent are very gradual and easy, and 
its height is quiie lost frcjm being so little raised above t l ~ e  valley or1 each side; the next 
pass leading out of Changchurlgmo to the north is still simpler, and one might ride orer 
both with perfect con~furt without once having to tlismount. Beyond this there is nothing 
~ v o r ~ h y  the name of a pass. 

4th. The Shyok river has again to he crossed at  Sarsil (Sankl.), and ~ h o u g h  sualler  than 
in Nubra is deep and rapid, nr~d often difficult. This year already the horse of one of the 
Hajis with all his property has been carried away in the torrent. 

5th. Between Sarsil and Shadula, five or six marches, there are two high passes, the 
Karakorum and the Sukit Diwan, both rer rough and stony, a ~ ~ d  IIO grass or fuel are 
found over nearly the whole distance; "11 t i e  other route, after the Chnngchungmo, the 
only pass is a mere hill of 700 or eoo ft*et, and nearly the whole way from the Changehung- 
mo to the Karakash, six easy marches, is over smooth level sand and gravel; water 1s 

found 
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found a t  the end of every stage ; fuel grows al~nost  everywhere; nnd there are only three 
stat-ea without rass, and only two ol' these are successive; so t l ~ a t  in every way this route 
contrasts most f avourably with the Karakorun~. None of t l~ese  roads are very suitable for 
cattle or sheep, a s  t h e ~ e  animals require so much gt.ass; but Ibv horses, ~ h i c l l  cat gram. 
the Changchungmo offer:, no difficulties, as  th;: merchants always carry with them a little 
barley for fodder. 

7. The cus ton~ now is to take two spare horses for every loclen animal, to carry p a i n  RemarLs on num- 
and fuel and allow for casualties; and each year not less than 20 per cent. of the l~orses ~~~'",~~e;ceab~n~c 
die on the road from exhaustion and fallin: anlong the huge stones that strew t l ~ c  puth, the K~~~~~~ 
from ;rvalanches, and from beinr lost in the torrents. I t  is pitiable to sec the state in route, nud the ca- 
which most of the animals reach the journey's end, and they are seldg~m able to march sunltiesamongthem, 
again with less than six weeks' or two rnontl~s' rcst. O n  :~ccount of these risks and diffi- o~viub' to Ihc diffi- 
culties the hire of a I~orse to carry a horse load (about 200 Ihs.) 0 1 '  goods between Leh and z!:lf'S jour- 
Yarkand is nearly 50 rupees for l~ t t l e  over 30 nla~.ches, or a t  the enormous rate of ne.uly 
4 annas per p o u ~ ~ d .  The above-mentioned losses are ncver likely to occur O I I  the Cllang- 
chengmo route, a s  there are no difficult ~nountain passes, no da~lgerous torrents, no risks 01 
avala~rches, and no such rough rocky patlls. Wit11 very l ~ t f l e  t r o ~ ~ h l e  and labour expended 
on the firat pass and in t l ~ e  Cl~angcl ru~~gmo valley (and 1 an1 in Ilopes that tlie Cashmere The Changchun mo 
Government will do the l i t ~ l e  Lllat is required Tor inrproving the road), cao~cls  might tra- route might e@i& 
verse the \vhole road wit11 the greatest ea-e. These a ~ ~ i n ~ a l s  in .Central Asia go over i 'c : :ee~~ticable 
mucl~  Illore difficult ground, and t l ~ e  bhort-legged variety, which is sccusto~ned to the rugget1 
barren ~llountail~ slopes 01' the Panlir, is in common use in Yarkand, and a few years ago n 
caravan of these ani~nals  actually came over the Karaliorum to Ladak; a ~ ~ d  I hope there- 
fore that in future ycars caravans ot' can~els  from Cerltrnl Asia'will be seen wending their 
way along the sandy plains of' the Tibetan III~IIE.. 

8. The Vnkeel Kutub Din w l ~ o  {rent with me is fully alive lo the merits of the route, Hopes the Cash- 
and Ilis trports will, I hope, favourably il~fluence his Highness the Riallaraja and gain his mere Government 
assista~lce ill opelllng it out to trade. A little labour en~ploycd in a few of the ro~lghest \vi'l do little 
places, a k w  s ~ n ~ j ~ l e  s:onc huts erected in the  noa at exposed spots, and a plentiful supply of : ~ $ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ n ~  
grain (such as is now kept a t  Snrsil) a t  the present Government dcpBt a t  'I'ankse, or still cIlungmo easy 
better In Changcllungnlo, mould remove the few difliculties the route offers. For  many for tmvellers. 
years past this route has been so entirely disused, and n~ercha~l t s  ant1 others have got such 
wild stories of its difficulties and dangers, ~nc~stly of' a highly absurd nature, that they may 
not readily take to it. T h r  Yarkand Vakeel. Blahomed Nazar, h i ~ s  just returned by it, The Ynrknnd Va- 
and has written back from the Karakasl~ to say that he fount1 it very easy and reached the keel ~vho traversed 
Karakash with great comfort, and ot l~rrs  wlll in all probability folloiv. I have heard too 'I1lsroute 

that  tllere was a more plentiful supply of water when the Vakil went than when I traversed fLLVOU"bly 
the road in July. My sole object in opening the road is to aflbrd a means of c o ~ ~ ~ m u n i ~ ~ -  
tion between Lndakh and the countries to the north by a way less tliflicult a ~ l d  dangerous 
than the Karakorum, so that the immense expense of carriage may be dimi~lisl~etl, a11d thus 
one of the g ~ e a t  obstacles to trade through these r ~ , '  -ions re~noved. 

9. In  my hurried journey, wllicl~ only occulied a montll, for 1 was allsious not to be The llurried nature 
absent a clay longer than necessary, in order that I might meet the Yarltandi l l~erc l~a~l t s  on ofhis journey per- 
their first a r~ iva l  at  Lell, it was in~possible to do wore tl1:111 make very superficial observn- mitted very super- 

ticid observations tions on the l~liysical featu~,es of  the country passed througl~ ;  but the follo\ving slight only ontllepllysi- 
sketch of certain points may be of interest. col featues of the 

country. 
The Kailas range, which is crossed immediately after leaving the 111dus valley, is alnlost GeologieRl 

entirely co~nposed of brittle granite, eveiywl~ere brealting up into :I coarse sandy and tioll of the K~~~~ 
shingly dlbris under the influence of the atri~osphere, moisture, &c. I n  the beginlling of range. 
July there was no snow on the south side, even up to a I~e ig l~ t  of 19,000 feet, escept in 
patches and in sheltered situations ; on the nort l~ side the snow fields were lowel., but the 
continuous snow line was hardly below 19,000 feet. 

After passing Tankse the road lies in a narrow valley, between two masses of lofty nloun- Geological fonua- 
tains, that or. the south-east being chiefly composeil of dark gray granite, and that on t l ~ e  tion oftlle country 
north of schistuse rocks, veined in all rlirectiour with a tracing of wl~ite quartz, and nearer f , ~ ~ d l $ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ w  
the Pangong lake cllan:ing to li~uestone ant1 gneiss, and c o n s p ~ c ~ ~ o u s  for the alternate 
strata of black and white rocks wl~ich crop out almost everywhere on the loliy precipitous 
sides. This valley, a ravine, is hemmed in by lofty clitts, wl~ich are often co~nposed of very 
white sneiss, and must formerly have been the bed of a river draining the great Pangong 
lake, the water of which is now about 150 I'eet below the pass o\.er which it once flowed. 
Just  above 'rankse and perched on a narrow ledge of rock is n snlall gunpa or monastery, 
the last met with in Ladakh in this direction. 

The shores of the Pangong lake everywhere sl~ow traces of the wat.er having once Deseriptionofthe 
reached high up  the Inountaln sides, and i r ~  many pl;~ces old beaches are very distinct. 'I'he Pan~onglaLe 

water is now extremely salt and bitter, but it was once probably fresh, as  there are in many 

P1 aces along its shores regular strata of shells 15 or 20 feet above the 1)resent surface. 
fotrnd three kinds of sl~ell, u Lynmau, s Planorbis, and a small Bivillve, the Cyclus. 

These &hells exist in myriads, and the two first are similar to the fresh water sl~ells uow 
found in warmer parts of Ladakh. I observed also regular beds or vegetable matter in 
strata scveral feet thick, and collsisting entileely of long leaves of n water ~ l a n t  similar to 
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t o  Yarkand, or  a t  least to the point where that  river croszes the Karakorum route, north of 
the  pnas o f t h a t  nilme. Should .;ocll a routr I)e R,uliJ it would save thc tliscomfurt and 
trouble of crocsin:: tlie salt pl:lins, ant1 most likb ly pave the shortest and e i ~ s ~ c s t  \Y;IY. 

To the e13stw;lrd the I I I ~ U I I ~ : I ~ I I S  ; I I C  m(.re dl-tant, and generally appear lotver, though 
they p r e w ~ t  sonw very lriql~ .llnwv peaks. l ' l~e  surface of the ~)l;rio is ~ . rn r ra l ly  u 
C O R ~ S C  ~ u n d y  clay, : I I I ~  grilvcl ~ f t e n  covcrt:d w i ~ l ~  snlsolaceous p l u ~ ~ t s ,  clrit.fly a tufty fi:urotiu 
with thick wootly roots, whicl~,  evcn \\,hen quite 1'1esl1, burn very bl.iskly, anrl are  th r  only 
fuel ~wocurable. This  pl;111t quite r~p l ;~c t . ,  the ti bet;^^^ furze c;~lle,l " D/inia," a species of 
Carngn~tu, which is In~lntl ~ I I I I I ~ ~  si11111:1r c ~ ~ l ( l i t i o n s  in Itupshil, Spiti, kc., hut ,eltlorn occurs 
north ol ' tlie Intlur. W e ~ e  it not fill. this p l a ~ ~ t  these r t ." i>~~s \vouIci be ali~lost in~passitblc 
for \ V : I I I ~  nf fuel. I t  is callrd i ~ ?  Tibet:ln, " (;oljslro~," ; I I I ~  t h r ~ e  arc two variet~cs of tlie 
plant, which i n  found in a l~~!os t  all sit~iiltio~rs, on the tlry s.111dy plains ;111d OI I  the 0,lrreu 
r l ~ o u n t a i ~ ~  slopes, between ihe I n d l ~ s  and the Karak6sh rivers. 

Another plant of the unrbellilrous o~ t le r ,  ;III l i s t e ~ ,  called Ily the natives " Palu," and Flomof this tract. 
whicli is used by the Lamas tor incense, is also I ~ J U I I ~  in Illany placvs in l l~ese reg~ons. I t  
too grows in spreading tufts, and has d ~ y  woody roots, whi1.11 burn well, but tlie rook are 
too thin 11) be of nlucl~ use for Iuel. 

A co~~ritler:rble extt,nt o f t h e  surface of this p l a i ~ ~  is co~nposed of a bed oC 611e l a r u s t r i ~ ~ e  ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~ i ~ ~ l  forma- 
clay, *on~et i~l les  rising i l l  low cliffb ant1 ridges, c u ~ ~ t ; l i n i ~ ~ g  regular strata of dry water-weeds, tion. 
r e s e ~ ~ ~ b l i n g  those a t  Pi~ngong lake. I could find, horvever, no traces of sllells or fossils. 
I n  this plain I saw two large lakes, one close to the northern edge, called Tso-thang- 
before mentioned ; the other a few miles further south. There arc also said to be sorr.e 
larger lakes t o  the eastward. The level of the plain is about 17,000 feet above tlie sea. 
Al~telopes are seen in great abundance on the plain, and a t'ew kyang (wild horse); they 
feed IJII the young sl~oots  of thc Burotia. 

The ranges of ~iiountain north of this plain are in great part composed of slate rocks, but General aspect of 
the lofty craggy ridges in the centre are chiefly of limestone, sandstone, and quartz. the nlountain range 
The spllrs running down to the ~ ~ o r t l ~ w i ~ r d s  a le  yeneri~lly of clay slate of vari~gatetl coloc~rs of the first 

' lake plain. 
arranged in thin brittle flakes. and the strala n~llch co~~tor ted .  The  s;rline springs anti 
efeorescence seems to Oe ;rlmost always connected with this parti<.ular forn~ation. In  this 
m n g e  are numerous antelope, kyang, and wild ykk. J also ob~erved traces of wolves. The 
only birds I saw were a few ravens and mountain finches, but 1 lbund the remains of a 
deserted eagle's nest, which contained many hundred antelopes' hor~ls, several Iio~se.' sl~oe?;, 
and other strangearticles. 

T h e  second plain, north-east of this range, is about 16,000 feet above the fea. I t  Altitude of t h e m  
stretches far away to the north-east and east, but is broken up by low ranges of I~ills. I t  cond lake plain. 
contalns nunlerous salt lakes, ant1 the surface is over a considerable extrnt  deeply covered 
with saline matter. 

About a mile from the halting place called Thtlldat is one of these lakes, the northern Lake at Thaldat 
part of  wl~ich is all salt water; but tlie houtl~crn half forms a lake of frozen snow lying out consisb ill nortIlerlr 
111 the open plain, and nearly two miles from the nearest hills, w h ~ c h  themselves were part of salt water, 
bare of snow on the 15th July. while the southern 

half is frozen snow. 
The s l ~ o w  lake was about two miles long, one and a half broad, and eight or 10 leet deep, Descriptionof the 

with a lew inches of clear water 1-11nning below the snow. On  crossing it, I could see irr snow lakes. 
the fiss~lres and crevices that, a foot or two below the surface. the snow was rrozen into 
semi-transparent green ice, exactly ~ese~nbl ing  :iacicr ice. I t  IS, in fact, a glacier out in a n  
open plain, and  not fed by snow mouotaius. I imagine that in winter a n  immense drlft of 
snow is heaped up orrainst the l~ills to the south by driving north winds, and that this lake 
or hollow is filled with such an accun~ulation that it does not melt in the short  sulumer of 
these regions. North-west of this plai~l, and separated from it by a range of mouutains 
which we crossed by a low pass, is a third plain of a similar character, also contain it^^ ~ l ~ i ~ d  lake plaill 
several salt lakes. 'I'hc northern half is covered to a depth of several feet with saline si~nilar to the 
matt( r, sol't, white, and powdery on the surfi~ce, but hard and crystalline below. The  others. 
sur l ice is often rough like the waves of the sea, rising up in ridnes of solid salt six and ~,,,k, on uo- 
eight leet high, and sinking into hollor\rs of the same depth. With the alternoon winds usnalsuline efflo- 
this salt was blown u p  in driving clouds, l ~ k e  dust-storms in the plains of  India, wl~ich rescence on this 
combined with tlie hot sun and cold dry air, n r r e  most irritating to the skin and eyes. ~ b i  ~ , ' " & ~ ~ , " J $ ~ ~  
glare from the surface also wim very trying, and produced effects like snow-hlindnrss. dust, and the glare 
observed the Tartar coolies ma.ke what to me was a novel use of their pigtails. They un- yduci~~g effects 
plaited them, and tied them aaross their eyes, to  protect them from tlre glare. T h i s  plain lke snow blindness. 
continues un in~er rup~ed ly  10 the vtllley a t  tlie head of the Karaknsh, without any intervening 
mou~rtain ranse, though in the lateet survey map* a ridge is made to cross it nearly in the 

middle. 

* The arran ement of these ruountains in this map is incorrect. The dark ridge marked as running 
nearly east an! weat in latitude 35' 38' and 34', and eest longitude 79;'2(Y to 30: does not exist in this 
direction. This ridge inreality runs nearly due north, and separates the salt lake" south of the " eucamp 
ment Kalnkanh" (of map) from the larger "salt lake" to the south-west ; and in the situation that this 
r anp  is made to occupy ~n the map there is what I have described as the third salt ~laio, an immense level 
expause, 20 miles long, north and south, and from fivo to 15 or 1G ruilesaoross in the opposite direction, and 
colltaining four or five salt lakes. It is eepacatad by the range I Lsve just noticed 8s lying nearly north 
and soutl~ from the fourth dt plain. 
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Fourth lake plain middlo. West  of this plain, but separotcd from it by a rugged rnountair~ ridge, is a fourtll 
described. plain of like nature, and contoinin a large salt lake. Into this wc were conducted by tile 

m m t ~ ~ k e  of the guide, 11110 lImnlisef a short cut across the ~i~ountubi .  011 reack1i11~ tkle 
fourth plain we dihcovered our error, ant1 had to return over the intervening runge, aud ut 
n~ghtfall found ourselves on the side of the rougli field of salt already n~entionetl, a ~ l d  had 
to encamp without I'uel or water, and consequently witliout 1Lo1l; the ~ lex t  nloruiag 11ad 
march of l o  miles over the !;;IIL brlore we reached water. Thc tller~nometer io t l ~ e  ulurning 
stood at  4" F. or 28. below freezing point. A t  its ~iorlhern extremity the third p l a ~ n  e~lds  
in the Lundi~lg valley, which, after four or five miles, suddenly clips down by a 11arr0\~, 

The Karakashriver, fiandg ravine, to the ICarakasl~ river, which is here about 15,500 feet Iligh. I t s  source is 
and it8 source and in son!e glaciers and snow fields anlong Iligli granite peaks to the north-ea3t. There plains altitude. have all evidtntly once been vi~st. lakes, probably of fresh water, and dl-dining illlo the 

Karakash riser. O n  the sides of the surrounding hills, up to a height of 150 feet, are seen 
old beaches rising in regular terraces. The ~nountains round are chiefly slaty, witll pcakn 
of granite and other igneous rocks. 

Apliearance of Tlie mountains north of the ICarakash are granite, esactly rese~r~bling i l ~ e  brittle granite 
111ountainsnorth of of Ladakli. South of the river slate rocks prevail. O\wr all these re ions antelopes are '" Ihakmh river. comnlon, and near the Kafi~l<asl~ I saw kyasg, i~nd  truces of wild yL1 (brouq), also a k r  

hares, brah~nini ducks, and a species of snipe. 

Salt plains have Over tlre salt plains thcre is little or no vegetn~ion, except l l ~ e  Eurotia, and eve11 this 
little Or no ve6eta- does not grow wl ie~e  there is much sal t ;  but a n l o ~ ~ g s t  the mountains, between the two first 
tion. Flora of 
nlountains plains, sonie Arte,tiisice and the Eurotia were plentiful; Ilerc, too, the slopes were clothed 
these plebs. wltli grass (Cares), and many flowe~s, chiefly Prinrulu, a Ranttncrtltis and Sazfrage, and 

a very llandsonle yellow Liguluriu grew  long the sides of the sp1,ings. A1 the head of 
the Karakash the ground was carpeted with brigiit flbwers. A yellow Primulu, the 
Anrlrosace, grew in \virle 11i1tches. Two or three species of Saussurea, some sn~all  15uci- 
fcrce, a blue Nepeta, a ligu~ninous planr not in flower, Sazifrages, and several other plants 
besides the Eurotia, were common, bot there were no shrubs or vegetation o t  larger 
growth. 

&marks on clilllatc 10. With  regard to climate, the nlost striking points are the extren~e dryness and i l ~ e  
o f t he  Ioute tra- extremes of heat and cold. In Cl~arlgcliungnio valley, on  July gth, at  a h e ~ g h t  of 17,000 ve~sed. 

feet above the sea, the thermometer was 31, at  sunrise, 75" a t  110011 in a tent, and 2120 
(a black bulb sun thermometer) in the sun's rays. On the 25th July, in the same place, it 
only sunk to 40" at  sunrise. 

Temperatureof first On the first plain, on July 19th and 14111, the thermon~eter at  sunrise was 100 and 13". 
salt plaiu. July nrnd, on the sanle pla~n, it was 19" at  sunrise. 

Teluperatureand On the third salt plain (elevation 16,000 feet), tlie tllernlometer on July 18tl1, stood at  4" 
elevation of the a t  
third plain. A t  Londing, near the Kal.:~kasI>, on July 1 ~ t l 1  and 20t11, the n~in i~nuui  temperature was 

22" and 24". I t  was evident thnt extreole nocturnal cold lasts the greater part of the year 
on these elevated plateaus, and it probably ireezes every night. The cold was, however, 
decidedly less towards the end than at  the beginning of July. On the evening of July 16th 
it began to snow, a ~ ~ d  cont~l~uetl  nearly all night, and in the morning the whole plain was 
covered to the depth of a:i inch or two; this all disappeared in a f t t v  I~ours. Rain is 
probably unknown in t l~ese  regions. 

Climnte of the I n  the valley of the Karakash we seemed s u d d e ~ ~ l y  to enter a \\,armer climate, so great 
of the Knra- was the contrast after t l ~ e  open plains, and tlie more advanced state of the veget;~tion kssh. 

showed the same. In tlie tlayti~ne the heat of the SI I I I  was intense. I was forceti to leave 
my sun thermometer in Changchungmo, but I am sure that the sun was as hot on the 
northern pl;~ins as in that valley, where the thermometer rose to 212' (more than 30" above 
the ljoiling point of water). 'I'here can hardly be another country in the world where the 
thermometer rises from 40 to 212" in a I'ew 11ou1.s. The cold at  night evidently accounts 
for vege~ation being so s c a ~ ~ t  even in places well supplied wit11 water. All the lakes, 
fresh and salt, and generally t t e  running slreams, were partially frozen in tlle mornings. 

lvinds. Another point to be noticed in ihe climate was the constancy and the regularity of the 
winds. 

D u ~ i n g  the forenoon tlre wind was always light and uncertai~l, blowing more or less from 
the south. I n  the afiernoon it veered round to the west and north-west, and blew steadily, 
and by evening rose to ;tlmost a hurricane from the same quarter; three or four liours 
after sunset it fell again, and went round to the north, and in the morning blew a gentle but 
cold air from the east. 'I'l~is occurred every day, but the further north we went the earlier 
in the alternoon the westerly wind rose and the greater was its viole~~ce. 

I did not observe the almost t:loudless skies of Ladakh proper, but noticed tliat c!ouds 
blew up almost eI8ery afternoon and disappeared again during the night, This nlay Ila\~e 
been accidental, a s  there has been more than the average of cloud this season in Ladakh 
itself. 

H. Cayley, on Special Duty. 
Ladakh, 18  August 1868, 
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(Fore ign  1)epartment.-Political.-No. 197.) 

T h e  Governor  General  of I n d i a  in  Counci l  to t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of S t a t e  for Ind ia .  

S i m l a ,  2 h'ovembcr 1 8 ~ 8 .  
1. W E  h a v e  t h e  horrour t o  t r e n s n ~ i t ,  for tile iuformation o f  H e r  3lajestl; 's 

G o v e r n m e n t ,  a copy of two rneu101,anda d r a w n  u p  by Mr. J. 1). Forsyr l~ ,  t h e  C o m -  
missioner of t h e  J u l i n d e r  Division, of  which  o n e  relates to t h e  present  condit ion 
a n d  f u t u r e  prospecls  of  t r a d e  \\,it11 Ceutrdl  Asia. + * * ' 

2. W e  also forward a copy  o f  t h e  l e t t e r  f rom t h e  P u n j a b  Governrneut ,  under  
cover  o f  w h i c h  the first-mentioned m e ~ n o r a n d u r n  was  received, together \\.it11 a 
trauscript  o f  our reply.  

3. You will observe  t h a t  we h a v e  c o ~ f i n e d  o u r  reply, a t  present, to t h e  com- 
mercial  aspec t  of  t h e  quest ion.  * * I # * *  

TRADE WITH CENTRAL ~ I A .  
(No. 1.) 

From 3: H. Tlromtotr,  Eeq., Secretary to Government, Punjab and ite Dependencieu, 
to W. S .  Seton-Karr, Esq., Secretary to Government of India, Foreigu Depart- 
ment, with Governor General (No. 334-366) ; dated 23 September 1868. 

I arr desired by the Honourable the Lieutenant-Governor to transmit httretrith, fur the 
conslderalion of' his Excellent! the Vicerov in Counc~l, trvo print-d copies of a menrcrrandum 
by Mr.  Forsytl~,  Con~n~issioner of the Julinder D~vision, on the subject o i  trade w~tll 
Central Asia. 

2. Mr. Forsytll, while absent from his post on privilege leave, has availed I~irnself of the 
opporturlity to visit Ladakh, where he has met large numbers of traders, as well as  the envoy 
deputed last year by the Kooshbegee to tlie Mallaraja O F  Jamoo, rrho was then on his way 
back to 11;s niaster in Yarkand. From the former he has obtained rnucl~ ir~firr~nation 
regarding the present siatc and filture prospects of trade with Tibetan Tartary, a good deal 
ol whicl~ has been embodied in this paper; while he has succeeded in iuducing thc envoy to 
return to Yalkund by the Changchungmo route, wllich is now known to be tar easier tlian 
the ordinary roule over t l ~ e  Karakoram range, and \pith which the envoy, in t l ~ e  last 
letter received from him I I ~  Mr. Forsyth, explesses himself highly pleased so far as lie had 
gonr. A very full and valuable account of this route, so lar as  it lies within the hIahari~ja's 
territory, has been submitted by Dr. Cayley, who has recently traversed i t ;  and so joun as 
the letter-press shall have been corrected and revised by that gentleman, il copy mili be 
forwardcd for the inrormatio~~ of Goverument. 

3. Without entering here into the political and military questions discussed by hIr. Forsytl~ 
in the latter part of his pamphlet, regalding which opi l~~ons  ~ 1 1 1  necejsarily d~tfer, the 
Lieutenant-Gove~nor trusts that it will be lound to contain niuch that is of great value at 
the present time in connectiol~ with Central Asian trade, and the modes in wliicl~ ~t :ilay be 
b ~ ~ t  promoted; autl he col~siders this oflicer entitled to great credit for the cnrrgy and 
persistence with which Ile bas follomed up this subject and thus tar col~lpleted his inquiries, 
by v i s~ t i l~g  in person the only locality at  whicl~ inlormation on the subject is at  present 
largely obtainable. His pamphlet fully bears out the account given by Dr. Cayley in the 
documents already submitted to Governlnerrt ; and all appear, in His Honour's judgn~erit, 
very clearly to shorn how important this trade is l~kely to beco~ne, it' due at tent~on Ire paid 
and encouragement given to it by Government, at  the present juncture. 

4. The appointment of a representative or consul (designated in the Tartar countries a11 
Aks l~ i l )  horn amongst the more intelligent of the subjects irf the Hooshbrgee, is a lueilsurr 
which the Lieutenant-Cfovernor co11sidel.s especially deserving o l  cor~s~deration. This 
measure has been, on several occasions, proposed heretolbre, and was soggesteil to the 
autllorities a t  the llldia House by the undersigned on his late visit LO England, wit11 the 
concurl.ence, it is believed, of Sir Robert iVIontgomery, the late Lieutenant-Goverr~or. I t  is 
one which can be readily out, if Takub Kooshbegee assent b i t ,  without I U I ~ I I I I I ~  tllc 
risk of compronlisillg our Government in any way ; wllile it will show that the iml~ortancc 
of the trade is appreciated, and will be productive, if judiciously carrled out, ol 'mucl~ 
advantage and support to our subjects trading with Yarka~id or other parts of the Boosh- 
begeePs dominions. I t  is a measure which is universallp adopted by t l ~ e  Tartar race=, and 
those wllo llave commercial dealings with them, for the regulation ol'all m a t t e ~ s  connected 
wit11 trade ; and His Honour trusts that, in the event of friendly advances being u~ade  by 
t l ~ c  IC0oshbegee, of which there is now little doubt, he uiay be authorised to carry ~t nut 
with that ruler'= assent. 

(sigued) T. If. Thortzlon, 
Secretary tu Croverlru~ent, Punjab. 
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(&=TRACT.)-M EYOIIANDUM BY M P. Fo~ayth ,  O N  'ha D E  WITH CENTRAL Aslr. 
(No.  2.) 

I n  my report of the 4th July lost, a detailed account nns give11 of an interview with 
Dewan Nel~a l  Chund, hlinister of His  Highness the MaI1:rraja of Cual~mere, w h ~ c h  resulted 
in the s u l ~ n ~ i s s i ~ ~ n  of  proporals to estabhsh a largr thir at Leh,  in Ladakh.  His I-lonor the 
Lieutenant-Governor wils pleanecl to approve of there proposals; and l ~ i s  Highness the 
Moharnja ale0 accordil~g a hearty as-ent, issued the necessary notice., and dispatched one 
of hie confidential servjnts to meet me a t  Leh ,  ant1 make :ill the necessary arrangements for 
the Lir. 

1Moham;ld Nazr, Vakeel ot' Yakub Be<,  Kooshbegee, on his return horn Cashnlere, 
de lay t~ l  h ~ s  departnre lion) L e l ~ ,  on IJurpose to a-cert.lin the nature of these arrangements. 

Wuzerr  Gt - !  aim I f Mundi, one ot the niosl influential personages iind largest traders 
in this part of' the ct~untrv, I~en~in:. wIi:it a8ns g ,ing on, asked pern~ission to accon1lrany llie 
on the journey, and r tnt ie~ r d  most valuable a ~ d  by his ci:ur~.el. 

Tara Chund, H o n  8rary Magistri~te of Lalloul, alsu accompat~ied me. 
Two yeals ago, when the question of oltel~ing out trade with Ladakh and Central Asia wag 

first broached, the state uf atlairs looked \,cry unproniibing. 
T h e  road I'rom Kulu through the otltlyrnc British province of Lahoul was scarcely 

passable for laden animals. As I travelled along Lahoul towards the frontier, in leas, my 
ears were assa~led by continuous coniplaints of the oppression, exactions, and positive 
plunder of our traders by the Ladalilr oHicl;ils. T h e  recoe~~ised  duties \ \ere  so heavy as to 
become prohibitir,e, and yet they were m ~ l d  compared w ~ t h  the illegal cesses eutoited b v  
tbe officials. whilst I \\,as passing through Lahool, tlre hInht)raja1s azents were going from 
village to village levying tribute from Br i t~sh  subjects lor i h r  benefit of their master. 

Beyond the Cashmere border we knew little of wh,.t events were taking place, beyond 
the fact that  the 31ahonleJans had cast off tht. Chinese yoke, and nit11 i t  all con~mercial 
connection wlth the East ,  and their necessltv was evidenlly our opportunity; but beyond 
t h ~ s  one encorrraging fact t l~e re  was l ~ t t l e  to oppose to  111.. (~piniori expressed by many that 
the idda of openlllg out collinierce with Centrill Asia by S I I C I I  a line was purely chimerical. 

Within the short ap:lc,- of two years, however, everything has changed. 
At  a comparatively ins~gnificarrt cost, not more than 500 1. having been expended up to  

the present time, the road lrorn Kulu to the Ladakh border has been rendered passable for 
laden an~mals .  Rircrs have been bridgrd, steep ascents have \teen reduced to  easy 
gr;ldlents, ant1 for another suln csf 500 !. tlie whole road will be rendered complete. 

The tribute paid to Cashmere has been abolished; duties hare been reduced; oppres- 
sions and exactions by Ladakh officials have beeen abandoned ; Instead OF the fnrmer system 
of  inlprtssing po1,tel.s without payment, now, thanks to  the Malraraja'a liberal orders and to  
Doctor Cayley's watchfulness, full hire is paid to every man for his services. Now joy and 
g l ; ~ d ~ i e s s  reign throughout Latlakll, and the utmost contei~t  and g ~ a t i t u d e  are expressed by 
the numtrous 1radel.s I < ,  be met with on the roird. 

Moreover, instead of bein: rnet \\ith opposition by the Maharaja's agents, and with 
gloomy lorebodings as t o  the destruction of Cashniere monopolies, we now have the 
Maharaja and all l ~ i s  agents fully a l ~ v e  lo the advantage of five trade, and each vieinp with 
the other in endeavour~ilp to loster and extend the t~arle, \vhich they so lately tried to 
stifle. 

From Yarkand and  Kasl'qar the traders and travellers brlng encouraging accounts of 
t~anquil l~t!  and a V I ~ O I . O U S  government u~ider  Yakub Beg, Kooshbegee. And all unite in 
exp~essing the earnest desire of the ruler ant1 his peol~le to see trade w ~ t l ~  Hindostan fully 
developed. 

Arrived a t  Leh, ~t was surprising to  bserve tlie cro,wdetl state of the bazaar, and the 
piles of gouds brought fiom Ya~kund ,  Cashmtre,  and the Punjab, heaped up in the houses 
or in the court-yards behind. 

Leh is in itself ail insignificant place; thr  clllef town or  a sparsely-populated poor 
country, which can n ~ a i n t a i ~ ~  little or no trade. Hut it is important a s  being the 
entrep8t of commerce betmeen distant cou~rtries, of the v i g o r ~ ~ u s  vitality of which ample 
proof is afforded by the evidence or  one's selises. 

'I'he return of imports and exports about to be furnished by Dr. Cayley will show the 
s ts te  of the n ~ i ~ r k e t  a t  the present time. I t  1s a d ~ l ~ i t t e d  that the bulk of the season's rner- 
chandise is yet on the road : and as  yet the news of the measures taken to f;~cilitate 
commerce have not bern made fully known. Still it may be noted as a satisfactor). com- 
mencement that the amou~l t  of transactions this year w ~ l l  be about double that of last year. 

'Illis trade is now to I,e s ~ i n ~ u l a t e d  by the es t ;~b l~ ihment  of a lair a t  Leh in the autumn 
of every gear. And lo make this a succ.ess it was necessary to arrive at some computation 
of the demand a n d  supply of the d i f e r e ~ t  art~cloe. Time alone can adjust the market 
properly, bnt experience t t f  what occurred In esrahlisl~ing the Palanlpur fair taught that, In 
order to guard against disappointment and loss, it was neceszary to ninke and ~ u b l i s h  some 
kind of estimate of the articles nrost likely to  be in demand. 

A ~lretting of traders, therefore, was held to tliscuss commercial malters. The  col~versa- 
ti011 was first directed to the road by \vhich Yarkand ant1 Turkestan are generhlly supplie(l 
wlth goods. 

I t  appears, from the statellrents of traders, that of late years English goods have bern 
sent in large quantities by Dera I s~nae l  K l ~ i ~ n  and Peshiiwur to  Bokhara, and thence by 

Kokan 
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Kukan to H u h  ar aud Y h r k a ~ ~ d ,  an llave cot~rprtecl s~~ccesatullv with ;oods brouzht frocn 
Rumla. I t  wiyl he observed by a g b ~ c e  at the nlay i h t  cnmnletce thus takes a very 
cirklr~tous route, double the tinlr being consumed on the journey which would he taken by 
thr  tlireci route. 

The  reason for this which would ~~ziturally suggest ~teelf to one's nrind I S  the unfavourablc 
character ol the road over the Hilllalayas, and this was assumed when inquiry waa made o:' 
tbe t~srders. But  i t  is a fact worthy of notice that they all at once replietl, in alr emp!r~tic  
manner, that  the cause of the stoppage of' trade by tile direct route was solely the ercerslre 
levv of duties by the Cashmere Government. As proof of this they p o ~ ~ ~ t e d  to the presence 
in the meeting of many traders whu never catue to L e l ~  before, but w l ~ o  had now been 
induced to venture by the annoulicement of a red~lctitm ot dut~i:s. 

There was no inclination to make iiqht of the difficulties of the rmd, hnt the! declared 
that this would not hinder trade if the fiscal h u r d e ~ ~  were li5hrened. Thl. fact IS ii~rportollt, 
and glves encouro:ernent; for, as  will be shown presently, t l~ere  is e \ r l v  proipect of our 
being alJe to i~nprove the road greatly. 

They next pointed out, as a hindrance, tht. difficulty of getting car~iase.  ()wing to tlrr 
smal l~~ess  of the traffic along this line, 110 t~tteinpt had been made lo provide an~rnals lor 
burden beyol~rl \\,l~at c o ~ ~ l d  be obt .~~nrt l  fro111 the neigl~!,our~~~g shrlrher(ls or luudo\rers. A 
few men a t  different places kept ponies and ya!<s for h ~ r e ;  a l ~ ~ l ,  as  th? sul)ply was limited, 
not only could the prlces be u~iduly raised, b ~ : t  oftea great anrl vexnti<,us ~ ie l :~ys  would be 
caused by enl'orced halts till animals which had carried onwards a PI-euious batcl~ of mer- 
chandise could return. 

Between Leh and Amritsir mercl~ants have to change their carriage 6ve timed. 
Now, 011 the Bokhara and Kokan line it was represented that, owing to the rrealtl~ of the 

traders and the greatrr traffic, no such difficulty exists. 
But  this IS an evil easily remediable. I t  is quite evident that, it having been once de- 

termined to givc~ a stimulus to rrade, it will be worth while fu~ .  carriage owner. to increase 
their supply. All that is requisite 15 some kind of guarantee that if Illore cattle be put on 
the Ilne, the trade will be sufficient LO employ tlreni all. 

Wuzeer Goshaon aod 'Fara Chund at  once agreed to take up the subject as regards t l ~ r  
road through Ur~tish terr~torv, and have already corume~~ced arrangements by wllich carriage 
will be n1or.e plentiful and cheaper. 

The discussion then was tur~ied to the state of the road between Ladaki! and l'u~,kertan. 
Hitherto only one line has been used, wl~ich crosses the K a r a l i o ~ a n ~  ran:t., ant1 i z  so 
exceedir~gly dangerous and difficult that the traders are1obliged to take three spare !~orsei lor 
every one laden, and the calculation is that 25 per cent, of tlre aniruals rli,. a>n the roud. 
The hire of a horse-load for the journey varies from 42 rupws to 50 rupees. 'ri~is, oi  collrse, 
increaaes the cost of lreight e~rorniously. Yet all this difficulty and expense has not pre- 
vented tlle trade from doubling itsall' this year, the real obstacle, e\cessive duties, having 
been removed. 

Sin~ilarly, though in less degrer, the road between Leh and Hindostan has I~it l~er: ,~ been 
somewhat danmerous and difficult,, yet there is a large class of thc population of B ~ ~ s s a l ~ i r ,  
Lahoul, ~ham!a, and the lower hllls, wbose iiving rntirzly depends OII this trade. 

For these persons the ilnprovement. now being undertaken by the British Goveliliirent 
will render the road so easy that i t  is hoped that a reduction o f  25 per cent. i l l  the cost of 
carriage may be made. 

As regards the Central Asian trade, it is a 111atter of the greatest import;~lrce that the 
route which two years ago was pointed to, when the subject was first broached. an ~ r ~ o s t  
likely to prove perfectly easy for laden aninials, has now I~een pr~~nounced by Dr. Cayley, 
who has travelled over it, to be thoroughly practicable rven t'or lade14 camels. By the 
C h a n g ~ h u n ~ n ~ o  route all tile difficult passes of the Karakoram are avoided. I ~ r s ~ e a d  of 
having to marc11 for six days consecutively without finding a blade of grass lor  their cattle, 
as  over the Karakoram, the traders will find grass, wood, ant1 water in i+bundance ~rlong 
the Changchungn~o line. Three places only are without glass, and these are not a t  
consecutive halts, so that fodder can be carried without d~ficulty for one stage when 
necessary. Thus the towns of Yarkand and Khotsn can be reached without any risk of 
life or injury, by an easy undulating road, as quickly as by the difficult, inliospitable 
Karakora~~r  route. 

I t  is often said by persons not accustometl to travel in these high regions, that it is 
impossible for trade to pass with any ease over such high elevations aa 18,000 or 19,000 
feet ; but the best answer is experience and fact. Trade not only does pass by these routes, 
but shows a tendency to increase. 

The  fact is that mere elevation, within cerlain limits, is no obstilcle to progress. When 
the traveller has reached the plains of Rul,slru or Ladaklr he is already at  n great elevation, 
perl~aps 16,000 feet. The passes above him do not rise more than 2,000 or 3,000 Ieet, 
and the ascent is gene~ally over an easy slope. 

I t  is well known that, Qough four passes have to be crossed between Kulu and Leh, the 
only one of which traders speak with any fear is tile lowest, tlre Itotang. This pass i. only 
13,000 feet high, but owing to its vicinity to the rainy tracks of Hindostan, its sides are 
washed by frequent rains inlo deep ravines, or are carried away by constant nvi~lanches uf 
snow. As we travel further north, and escape the influence of the rains, we find but little 
snow Iyitlg on the passes, and there being less action on the soil, the n ~ o u ~ ~ t a i n  slopes are 
scarcely ever cut into ravines. 

384. G a The 
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The consequence is that from the Bara Lacha Pass to the Changchungmo the passage 
over the n~ountain, rising as high as 10,000 leet, is only the surmounting of e succession of 
vast undulations which offer IIO obstacle to enterprising tradere. 

I may perhaps be asked Irorv, whelr sllch an easy road exists, it hns never been used. 
No ~ a t i s ~ ~ c ~ o r y  answer has as yet been given, beyond the assertion that for Inally years tile 
route was forbidden by some former ruler of Ladak. Anyhow, whatever be the reason, we 
have now only to deal with the fact  that the route, tlrougl~ practicable, was closed till IIOW. 

Whilst I am writing this, a trader who has ventured over the road poin~s  out ;I 6till sllolter 
route for a poltion of the way, by which two days' march may I J ~  saved ; and d o ~ ~ b l l c ~ ~ ,  
if pluper persons be en] loyed to survey the whole line, most satislitctory results w~l l  I I ~  
obtained ; loeanwl~ile, t[e Y a a a n d  Vakeel, a c c o ~ ~ ~ p a n i e d  by I party of Pu11j.b t r d e r s  i l t l , i  

horse-loads of Kangra tea, is ilbout to take the Changchungmo roule to Y;trkand, a ~ l d  r l~us  
open tlre line for future c:aravans. 

I f  negotiations were opened with Yakub Beg, Kooshlle ee, I I V  lias the power, ;rnd we are 
asswed has also the will, to secure the dirdct rouw by $kiar to Yarkand from the depre- 
dations of the Kunjotee robbers, t l ~ u s  rel~dcring a still shorter line available Tor trade. 

There is another route between Yarkand, Khoten. and tlintlortan, which, passing througl~ 
a corner of Chinese Tartary, impinges on the IIindostan and Thibet road. This, if opened 
out, woulil be still more favourable than the Cl~angcl~ungrnc~ route. But this road can o~lly 
be opened by a negotiation with the Pc-kill authorities. 

I t  will now be intereating to notice the profits oo trcnsactions between Yarkand and 
Hindostan by this route in its present state, ant1 I am indebted to the frank declarations of 
the traders for the following staternent6:- 

As all traffic is carried on horses or mules, for which the standard load is three n~aonds, or 
240 Ibs. English weight, almost all calculations are made on this basis. 

A horse-load of piece goods then is  thus con~puted :- 

I Rs. 
Thus we have total cost of one horse-load and carriage to Yarkand - - 
Add duty at Leh, at 5 per cent. - - - - - - - - 

Ditto a t Y a r k a n d -  - - - - - - - - - 
Hireofservants - - - - - - - - - - - 

Cost Price 
Weight. in I Calcotta. 1 '  

Broadcloth :-This is  purchased in Calcutta a t  5 rupees, clr 10 shillings, per yard. To 
this has to be added 2 annas per ru ee for cost of c.arl.iage to Yarkand, and 1 anna 6 pie 
per rupee for duty. Thus  the t o d  c o d  of a yard of broadcloth landed a t  Yarkand is 
Rs. 6. 1. ti., for which the price obtainable at present in that bazaar is from 8 to 9 rupees 
per yard. 

Spices :- 

Carl.iage to 

Lel~.  

Rs. 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
4 4 

Long cloth - - - - - 
Muslins - - - - - 
Figured cloth - - - - 
Shirting - - - - - 
Linen - - - - - - 

TOTAL - - - 

Kow the goods will realise in Yarkand, according to  the price current a t  present ruling 
in t h a ~  bazaar, as  followe:- 

Rs. 
Lon cloth at 18 rupees per piece - - - - I 1.90 
~ u f i o s  ,,lo ,, ,P - - - - 200 

Carriage 
on to 

Yarksnd. 

Rs. 
- 
- 

- 
- 
- -- 
42 

Flowered Muslins ,, 8 ,, ,, - - - -  
Shirting ,,la ,, ,, - - . -  
Linen ,, 10 ,, ,P - - - - 

TOTAL - - - - 
Deduct Cost- - 

Net Profit - - - Ra. 

1 GO 
260 
200 

1,000 
630 -- 
370=£.37. 

Rs. 
80 

100 

GO 

150 

100 ---- 
490 

Pieces. 

10 

20 

20 

20 

20 --.--- 
90 

Seers. 

36 

16 

15 

30 

25 

121 
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Suicea :-These are taken bv the mule load :- 

Three ~naunde cost at Amribir - - - - - 
Add carriage to Leh - - - - - - - 

Ditto - on to Yarkaod - - . - - 
Duty - - - - - - - - -  

T U I A L  - - - 
Price of sl)ices at Yurkand, at 60 rulwe. per 111aund - 

Net l'rofit - 
Tl~rer n~aunds of Kanyra Tea, nt one 1111lee per 11ou1id - 
C a ~ r i a : e ~ o Y a ~ . k a n d -  - - - - - - 
DutyatLell - - - - - - - - 

One trader informed me that last gear he purchaard the con~nionest green tea in Calcutta 
a t  six annas per pound, and sold it in Yarliand for lour rupees per pound. 

TOTAL - - - Rs. 
Price of t l~rre  rnauods tea in Yarkantl, at r ropes per pound 

Netprofit - - Rs. 

Goat  Skins :-There is a large trade in these :- 

The cost price in the ~ i ~ n j a b  is - - - per 
To \vhich add for freight - - - - - 

TOTAL - - - 

- 
329 
96u - 
631=£.632r .  

This  wool was sold last year a t  Arnritsir a t  1% rupees per maund.  

These sell in Yarkand for 30 and 35 rupees per score; nlld whereas for all other articles 
A certain amount of barter is necessary these skins are sold only for cash. 

W e  may now take the profit on these chief a~ t ic les  of import. 
Pushm, or finest Turfmi shawl ivool. 
The coat price of this article in Yarkand is 20 rupees per maund. 
A horse load may be t l ~ u s  conl[~uted :- 

Rs. 
Thus, three maunds - - - - - - - - I 360 
Deductcost - - - - - - - - - 135 

Threemaundspushm- - - - - - - - 
CarriagetoAmritsir - - - - - - - - 
D u t y a t L e h  - - - - - - - - - 

(TOTAL - - - RI. 

-- 
Net Profit - - - Ra. I 241=f.I2 10'. 

Rs. 
60 
72 

3 -- 
135 

Rs. 
Churrus :-Hemp juice, finest quality, 3 maunds, at 40 rupees - 

Carriage - - - - - - - - - 
U u t y a t L e h  - - - - - - - - 

- - 

TOTAL - - - 198 
This sells in the Punjab at 130rupees per maund, 3 rnaunfi I 390 - 

Net Profit - - I ts .  1 190- 

Silk :-Of tlie finest quality comes from Khoten, in wlriclr every lrouse is said to contain 
silkworms. The  protit on this article, when sold In the Punjab, is not less than so, and has  
been as  high as  201.1 per cent. 

From the foregoing starement, which has been carefully prepared, it will be seen that, 
alter paying all duties, and a heavy rate for carriage, a t  least 50 per cent, profit is tu I)e 
obtained fiom trade by this direct route. By  the adoption of the Cliangclrungmo route, tlie 
cost of' carriage from Leh to Yarkund will be reduced one-half, and by the iniproveme~~t ot' 
the  road between Leh and Kangra and the increase of supply a reduction of 25 per cent. 
will be made ill [Ire cost. 

'There is, therelol.e, a very large margin lor reduction of prices i n  Yarkand, and st111 
English goods, imported by this; dlrect route, will be able to1 compete successfully will1 
Russian gooda. 
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The next 1;uinc brought befolc the ~neetiug tvas the quuntitx of each urt~cle of cuullucrce 
in demand, n~rd the quantity t11:lt coultl be ~u~1~111sd .  

Shawl wool may be taken 1ir.t as 11ei11g the Iuosr ~ m p o r b n t ,  inirra~uch as tlre iclea 01 free 
trade In this u~ticle cClusecl tllr greatesl alar111 to the Maharajah, and ~nduced lliv Engllslr 
supporters to crv out against the s ~ ~ ) ~ ~ u s e d  ~lestruct~on of the Cashn~ere monopoly. 

The demand 'fo~. this arliclr in C a ~ l ~ n r e ~ e  is fixed at 1,200 loads. Beyund tllin q u a ~ r ~ i t ~  
the nrticl~. cannot he utllized I I ~  the pr.,sellt n u ~ ~ r b e r  of handsin the F~ctor~es.  Ally cluantity 
beyond thin amount then that is in~ported from Yarkand may be seut to H i o d o s t a ~ ~ .  Norv 
the sup ly of t l~ i s  sliaivl wool is practicrlly i~s.ite(l oi ly by t l ~ e  d e m a ~ ~ d ,  any y a a t i t y  hillg 
procuraE~e; and this at once d~spe l r  the fears of tue Carh~nere shawl ulrrr a~rt., arld re- 
futes tlle nrgunlents O F  the monopo1i.t party. 

Tea :-We know, from Mr. I.unlley's R q o r t  and from the etateme~~ta of the Y;rrka~ld 
n~erc l~ants ,  that this article can I I ~  takeu in . ! I I ~  quant~ties to Turkestan, and, as has hren 
already shown, a t  111ost reml~~~era t ive  prlces. 

Tlle same reu~ark applies to almc~st all arrlcles of tr;~de. 
Regarding tea and English piece goods, the ~nerchants conlpla~r~ed that the I~beral urders 

01' ~ l l e  Maharajah of Cashmere had In reality proved to be a b~lrden on trade; for whereas 
fororerly tea p ~ s s e d  11-ee, and piece goods were only subjected to a duty ol' Rs. 4. 11. per 
horse load, according to last year's rates, now they are all taxed equalls, a t  5 per cent. OII 

the cost price, and a horse loild of' piece goods has to pay 25 rupees. What  action ougl~ t  
to be taken OII  these representattons I do not venture to suggest; but I may polnt 
out, as  a fact, that tl~t. result of our e h r t s  to facilitate the introduction of English goods 
into the Turkestan market Ira5 been to increase heavily the duty on the most important 
articles. 

Thus far, with the exception above mentioned, the work of opening out trade has pro- 
ceeded satisfactorily, and the present Wuzeer, Akbar Ali Shah, is showing himself most 
energetic in carryin,: out the orders of his sovereign. 

But  it was forcibly [rointed out by the assemblecl traders that all these efforts to open 
out conlnrerce with Central Asia were likely to prove unavailing, unless souie guarantee could 
be obtained for the stability 01' the government In Y arkand. Many of the merchantspresent 
related Ilvw a few years ago they had enrllarked in this trade, nnd had lost all in the turnloil 
which followed the expulsion ol tlre Chinese. 

A sini~lar petition Tor protection was presented by traders, when the subject was f i r ~ t  
bro;~ched, and it was because 01' the ~~ecessi ty for securing our traders from loss, rvl~en the 
idea of' a miseio~~ across t l ~ e  I)order was abandoned, tl:at the idea of a lair in our territory 
was startcd. At such a fair our t~aders  could transact business in perfect safety, and the 
foreigners who came into our ~ e ~ r i t o r ~  could return with their goods without fear of 
molestation. 

Now, however, the case is different, the rr,que.t is not for protection frotn oppression ill 
Yarkand, but for the continuance of a government which ilffords protection and facilities 
to conrlnerce. 

This request was put forward 114. the Yarkand portion ol the traders, whilst the Hindoo 
merchants, disinclined to discuss polit~cal questions so Iar beyond their reach, preferred a 
more modest request, that the consular or Akshali system might be put on a wore satis- 
lictory Iooting. This system has been descrihetl l o  frequently that it will be unnecessary 
to say more than that, whilst Kokan and Badakhshan are efficiently represented, the 
interests of the Hi~rdost;rn traders are bnt i n d i f i r ~ n t l ~  cared for by an Akslral, rvlro calls 
h~msel i  the Cashmere representative. Yet this marl really o\rfcs IIO allegiance to Cashmere, 
and is ulider no kind of control. Hitherto, by some extraordinary r n i ~ a ~ ~ ~ r e h e n s i o n ,  owing 
most probably to the entire absence of an! n~anifestarion on our part, the peollle of 
'rurkrstan have imllibed the impression that the Englisll in India are subordinate to the 
M a l ~ a r a j a l ~  of Ci~s i~mere ;  and whe11 the Kooshbegee dispatched an erlvoy to seek the 
I'riendship a ~ ~ d  aid of the Maharajah, he sent him to ihe ruler of Ju~rimoo and Delhi. The 
Hindoo British sul)jects then, wl~o  desire to trade with Yarkund, ~ o i n t e d  out the necessity 
for some cha119e In the consular system, and prayed that they might be   laced under a 
consul of their own, and not be c o n ~ ~ ~ e l l e d  to appear in the Yarkund markets as  the subjects 
of England's tributary. 

This leads me to detail an interesting conversation held the following day with Umr Bai, 
Kafila Bashee, or trader of the caravans, the trusted agent and adviser of Yakub Beg, 
Kooshbegee. This man has for many !ears past held a high place amongst the trading 
conrmunity of Kashgar and Yarkand, and was employed in the cou~~ci l s  of tlre Chinese 
Anlbans. His frank manlier and high character for probity and generosity have rendered 
hirn air object of respect to all the Yarkand ~ ~ ~ e r c h n n t s ,  and doubtless induced Yakub Beg to 
place reliance on him as an agent. He described Yakub Beg's position in Turkestan as 
firmly rstablishetl. The o111y Chief of note who could give him any trouble, Buzurg Khan 
'I'ora, 16 Iloa an exile in Leh. This individual was the nominal ruler sent forth to recover 
Turkrstan Ironr the Cli~nese with Yakub Beg as the real conqueror. He ie the son of 
Jehaugeer Khan, the descendant of the former rulers of Yarkand, prior to Chinese 
annexatiou, who was betrayed to, and beheaded by, the Chinese in 1628. 

The present then neems to be a unost lavourable opportunity for us to endeavour in friendly 
concert with R u s s ~ a  to establish in Turkestan a kind of neutral %round on which our traders 
!nay meet and i n t e r c l ~ a n ~ e  goods. Yakub Beg, assured of freedom from interference, would 
be loth to incur the displeasure of the two European powers by injuring these n~erchnnts ; 
and Russia, having obtainr-d a footing in Kashgar by our aid, could not pretend to any 

right 
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right to exclude our goode. We [nay rather orque I W I I I  the picrure which Mr. Lu~nlev Irus 
drawn of her necessities, that Russia will be only ~oir glad to have an easy and expcd~tioua 
road Ior the transport of' tea opened out t? the provitlce of Semiplatinsk. 

A P P E N D I X  showing the PROFIT per Cent. un  GOOD^ Exported from Hirrcfostatr 
to Y~zrhlrnrf. 

[The calculation is made on the horse-load o~ goods.] 

APTICLL. 

--- 
Ha. Rr. Ilr. HI. 

Piecc goodm - - - 370 58t 

Spices - - - 42 62  524 

Tea - - . - b9 191t 

CosbrLinm - - - 100 / 70 ! I 7 0  130 769 

Pine broad rlolh - - l . 200  1 112 1 1 , 3 1 2  ! 1,9211 OIC 47 

I i 

APPENDIX ~ h o w i n g  the I'ROFIT per Cent. on GOODS Exported iiom Jirrhcrnci to 
Hindostan. 

( E x ~ ~ ~ c ~ s . ) - - F r o r n  W .  S. Ateton-Kars, Esq., secretary to Governnlen~ of I~ ld ia ,  Foreign 
Department, with Governor General, t11 T. H. Thorrrtuw. Esq., D.c.L., Secretary to 
Governmel~t of Punjab (No. 1254) ; dated 28 October 1868. 

[The calculation ia made on the horse-load of goods.] 

L A M  directed by his Excellency the Viceroy and Governor Gelleral in Council to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 2Yrd of September last, NI,. 834-366, 
forrvardinc copies of a menlorandurn drawn up by Mr. T. D. F o ~ s y t h ,  Cot~~nlissioner of the 
Julinder Division, on the subject c~f ~ r a d e  with Central Asia, end conveying the ,,pinion 
of Hie Honour the Lieutenant Governor o i  the in~portalrce of the trade in question, and of 
the encouragement which may be lawlully given to the same by the Government of 
India. 

3. The thanks of the Government ale due to Mr. Forsytlr for the interest which he has 
taken in this ques~ion, and for the anjounl OF valuable inlorl~~ativn w h ~ c h  he l ~ a s  collected 
as to the character of the trade, the cost and niode of con\teyt~nce, the details of the mer- 
chandise, the opinions entertained by the traders, the adrninist~.ation, :i11d proLlable senti- 
ments of Yakoob Koosh Begi, and the possibll~ty of i n c ~ e a s ~ n ~  our collrmerce with, n11d 
extending our influence in, Central Asia. 

4. 1 an1 flow directed to convey to you the upinion of his Excellency in Council OII 

Mr. ForsythPs  proposal^, all'\ to state the precise mea-ures which, in consequeace, and i ~ r  
the present condition of our infornlalion, Iris Excellency In Council deems it prudent and 
politic to adopt. 

5. ~i~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l l ~ ~ ~ ~  i n  Council will be willing to sanction the disbursenlerlt of a sum of 
5,000 rupees to attain some "1 the objects aimed a t  in Mr. Forsyth's communication, viz.: 
the improvement ,,fthe means o ~ c l l ~ m u n ~ c u t i o n  in the dlrectron of Yarkand by the Chang- 

A ~ T I c I . ~ .  

Shawl-wool - - - 

chungmo Pass. 
384. 

6. His 

Cost Price 

in 

Ynrkand. 

Ra. 
60 

Churrus - - 120 

Silk - - . - 

Cost of 
Carriage to 

sod Duty. 

Rr. 
75 

78 

07 

Total Coot 

Price ~n 

Hiado~un. 

HI. 

135 

198 

987 

Price 

current i n  

Hinclosnn. 

Re. 
360 

l'rofit 
Net  Prn61. 

per Cent. 

RI. 
225 

300 

!)OO 

192 

513 I34 
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6. His Excellency in Council is, however, inclined to doubt if all extellsivc or Il igl l ly  
important trade can spring up between India and Eastern Turke~tan,  ig,wcver nlu& it nlay 
be fostrred by the British Gover11111ent or its repreeentatives. The route apl~eara too lollg 
and the obstacles too many lor such a re,& to come to pass. No doubt the Inraauref 
which have lately been adopted will nive the trade a cons~derable s t i ~ n ~ l ~ s  ; still, ill the 
very nature of things, and looking to t$e modes of conveyance by wl~ich ~ n e ~ c l ~ a ~ ~ d i ~ ~  is to 
be transported over such a coulltry, even t l~ough some of the highest passes ,:a11 be svoldt.d, 
the trade will 1.emai11 comparatively limited in character. 

7. His  Excellency in Counc~l, I~o\vever, consents that negotiations for tlre ellcourogeineot 
of  trade slrall be at  once opened with Yakoob Beg, the ruler of Yarkand, by sucll Illode of 
commu~liration as the Lieutenant G o v e r ~ ~ o r  may find to be expedient and feabible, alld that 
a n  Akshal, hein? a ~ ~ a t i v c  of' Ynrkand or its neighbourhootl, shall be selected nl ld liberallJ 
paid by the 111dia11 Government as its representative in that country. At tllr >allre time 
h ~ s  Excellency in Ccuncil t l i i ~ ~ k s  it most debiral,le that the person ou tvl~unl tile choice of 
G o v r r n ~ ~ ~ t n t  lnay fall should he one in \vhonl full coofide~~ce call I>e reposed as regar:ds 
credit, respeclub~lity, ;111d tact, i n a s ~ ~ ~ u c l ~  as it is not easy to perceive Ilo iv .  a t  suc[l a dis- 
t a ~ ~ c e ,  any rffecti\.e c o ~ ~ t r o l  or supervis~on over such a person can be exercised. 

11. I t  would be difficult, his Excellency in Council t h i ~ ~ k s ,  at  present to form, from 
Mr. Forsyth's infomarion, a reliable estimate of the pecuniary value of the trade likely to 
spring up. His  Exct,llency in Council thinks that, In cornparison wit11 the large figures 
with which officials ill lndia are in the habit of dealing, the statistics of trade with Central 
Asia must be, fu. a l o ~ g  time, con~paral~vely i~~sign~ficant .  On the other hand, if measured 
in its moral and political aspects, 111s Excellency in Council admits that  suc l~  a traffic may 
be of no inconsiderable interest and importance. 

1" What  is required to give confidence to the traders, and an impulse to comnlerce, is 
some cleal- and ta~~gib le  proof that the Government of India is in earnest in its desire to 
foster conln~ercial re la t io~~s  betweell India and Tu~kestan.  Nnt only therefore will the 
money which it is proposed to devote to the object of opening up the road be we!l laid out, 
but the Government may also very legitimately use its influence to induce the rulers or 
inhabitants of the terr i to~y through which the road chiefly passes to do their u~most  to 
improve it, and thus to facilitate the traffic and the intercourse belween t l ~ e  two countries, 
and so to make the traders really acquainted with the resources of I u d ~ a ,  the cha~acter  of 
i ts  rulers, and the objec~s of its administration. 

13. This trade, thougll statistically sn~all, does possess certain elements of importance. 
I t  is carried on, in part, by enterpris~ng British subjects, natives of India, who are entitled 
to British protection accortling to our usual policy ; and, in part, by Asiatic foreigners liom 
remote regions, whom we \vish to impress, so far as  may be politic and practicable, with a 
sense of our resources, power, and prestige. 

14. Fortunately, too, its anlount and inlportance, though, as already inti~natcd, snla!l 
when compared with our own internal trade and with our exports and imports I)y sea, 1s 
quite sufficient to afford us a fair reason fol. rr~anifesti~~:: an interest in Central Asia : for 
expendii~g reasonable sums of money, for lending countenance to some of Mr. Foriyth's 
proposals, and for the establishnlent o t ' a ~ ~  agent to watch over our cominercial interests. 

15. There is a good dcal i n  these papers relative to the hope of the of large 
quantities of tea in the Britisll I-li~nalayan regions for the consunlption of n~illions of 
Russian subjects. To keep this in \.ie\v is both con~nrendable and prudent. But  the con- 
sequences are too ren~ote, ~ ~ o t  to say improbable, to have any material influence OII present 
considerations. T l la~  good tea, su~ted  to foreign markets, can be profitably grown in 1110- 

derate uantitirs in the H i n ~ a l a ~ a s  has been placed beyond doubt. But when the proba- 
bility o l a  large increase in procluction aud in the consun~ption of that article is considered, 
the aspect of the case alters entirely. The Himalayan districts, suited by climate, eleva- 
tion, and other facilities, to the growth of tea, are mostly (though not all) thinly peopled; 
and when attempts are made to extend the cultivation largely, then there will arise all the 
well-k~~o\\ndifficul~ies about tl.;~~;sport and labour; which difficulties, i f  overcome eventually, 
require executive i ~ ~ t e ~ f e r e n c e ,  time and attention, and, possibly, legislat~vc eni~ctmtnts. 
Thi* is one of several reasons why too sanguine expectations nlr~st not be calletl forth by 
the cultitation of tea garde~ls, and \\lly it may be long before Himalayan tea call conlpete 
with the old-establi:hed c u l t i \ a t i o ~ ~  in the well-peopled and highly civ~lisetl districts of 
China. 

16. For  he general interests of wl~atever real trade there may now be, or rnay be called 
into eris~ence,  the establishment of fairs is n~os t  importdnt. 'I'he fair at Palaml~ore, in the 
Kangra district, the fair contenlplated at  Leh, in Ladakh, are each of s t e r l ~ n ~  value. hlore- 
over, BIJCII institutions affbrd to  our officials the means o f s ~ e i n g  traders and travellers from 
the very countries under con:ideration, and of thus acquiring inlbrn~at~on which might not 
be otherwise obtainable. 

17. The Gover~~nlent  of 1ntli:r has thought it necessary to state clearly, and at  s c ; ~ e  
lengtll, its own views in regard to the con~rnercial aspect of this quest io~~,  I I I  order to pre- 
vent the growtl~ of  over-sanguine expectations, and to la). down the p o i ~ ~ t s  to ~vl~icl l  action 
should be at plesent confined. Tllese are, as  stilled, the e x ~ e n d ~ t u r e  of money on the roads 

and 
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and hidges, and the appointment of a paid aknhal or agent ; and it is only necessary to 
add thar the frootler autboriliee may at all timee uee every endeavour to ac uire more 
rccumk and detailed information regarding the country and people be ond the &aalaya., 
rr well rr to pronlotc trade, and to generate n p c t ,  e~teen, and con$dence, by advice, by 
personal intercourse, and by all legitimate meane in their power. 

(Political, No. 44.) 

The Secretary of State for India to the Governor General of India in C ~ u n c i l .  

India Office, 25 February 1889. 
1. THE letter of your Excellency's Government, No. 197, of the 2nd November 

1868, in  the  Foreign Department, Political, which enclosea ~ n u c h  interesting 
correspondence relating to the present condition and future prospects of trade 
with Central Asia, has been fully considered by me in Council. 

2. 'The zeal and ability which Mr. Forsyth, the  Commissioner of the Julinder 
Division of the Punjab, has manifested in hie investigation of this importaut 
subject, have elicited the warm approbation of the Lieutenant Governor of the 
Purrjab and of your Excellency's Government, and 1 have much satisfaction in 
expressing my full appreciation of the excellent service rendered by this 
meritorious and enterprising officer. 

3. The iuformation which has been furnished by Mr. Forsyth relating to tlie 
prospect of so improving the communications between India and Central Asia, 
by the way of Ladakh, as greatly to facilitate the t ra~isi t  of goods between the 
two countries, is very satisfactory as far as it goes. Already he states, " A t  n 
comparatively insignificant cost, not more than 500 1. having been expended up 
t o  the present time, the road from Kulu to the Ladakh border has been rendered 
passable for laden animals. Rivers have been bridged, steep ascents have been 
reduced to easy gradients, and for another sum of 500 I .  tlie whole road will be 
rendered complete." Your Excellency's Government, however, takes a less san- 
guine view of the commercial advantages which are likely to result from these 
measures. It is doubted whether " apy extensive or highly important trade can 
spring up between India and Eastern Turkestan, however much i t  may be 
fostered by the British Government or its representatives." Still, with reference to 
the moral and political aspects of the question, your Government admits that  
such a traffic as may reasonably be expected " may be of no inconsidernl)le in- 
terest and importance," and you, therefore, observe that "not only will t h e  
money which it is proposed to devote to the object of opening out the road be 
well laid out, but the Government may also very legitimately use its influeuce 
to  induce the rulers or inhabitants of the territory, through \vhich the road 
chiefly passes, to do their utmost to improve it, and thus to facilitate the traffic 
and the intercourse between the two countries, and so to  make the traders rcally 
acquainted with the resources of India, the character of its rulers, and the objects 
of its administration." 

4. I n  these sentiments Her Rlajesty's Government concur. They obscrve \\it11 
pleasure that already some satisfactory results have been developed in the 
territories sul~ject to the Maharajah of Cashmere. Mr. Forsyth states that 
" duties have been reduced ; oppressions and exactions by Ladalih ofticials ha\ e 
been abandoned ; instead of the former system of impressing porters without 
payment. now, thanks to  the h l a l ~ a r a j a l ~ ' ~  liberal orders and to Dr. Cayley's 
watchfulness, full hire is paid to every man for 111s services. Now joy and 
gladness reign throughout Ladakh, and the utmost content and gratitude are 
expressed by the numerous traders to be nlet with on the road. Rlo~.eo\.er, 
instead of being met with opposition by the Maharajah's ageuts, aud with gl~wlny 
forebodings as to the destruction of morioplies, we now have the Malla~:~jah and 
all his agents fully alive to the advantage of free trade, and cach vieing with 
each other in endcavouring to foster and extend the trade wl~ich thcy so lately 
tried to stifle." 
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a. Even if t h i ~  picture be somewhat highly eoloured, there is still much cause 
for congratulation in the improvemcnt which has taken place during the ]last 
year. I t  was not to  be expected that, whatever might he  tho good feelings and 
the  good intentions of the Maharajah of Cashmere, his agents would all a t  once 
desist from their old habits of corruption and practice8 of extortion, and I am 
not, therefore, surprised to learn from Dr. Cayley that thero is  till rnuch to be 
contended with in this direction. W e  must trust to the action of time to procl~~co 
a more complete change in tlie character of public functionaries, who have evcr 
been accustomed to enrich themselves by illicit gains at  the expense of the traders 
passing through their country. 

6. On the subject of the former unwillingness of the Maharajah of Casllmere 
to allow the fine shawl wool from Yarkand to pass out of his territory, Mr. For- 
syth observes that his Highness has ceased to desire to maintain the mono- 
poly, and is convinced of the  benefit of free trade. " The  idea of free trade 
i n  this article," h e  adds, "caused the greatest alarm to the Maharajah, and 
induced his English supporters to  cry out against the supposed destruction of 
the Cashmere monopoly. The dcmand for this article in  Caslimere is fixed a t  
1,900 loads. Beyond this quantity the article cannot be utilized by the present 
number of hands in the factories. Any quantity beyond this amount than there 
is imported from Yarkand may be sent to Hindostnn. Now, the supply of this 
shawl wool is practically limited to the demand, any quantity being procurable, 
and this a t  once dispels tlie fears of the Cashmere shawl mercllants, and refutes 
the arguuients of the monopolist party." But i t  appears to me that the desire 
to uphold the monopoly resulted, not from any apprehension of a short supply 
of wool for the Cashmere manufacturers, but from the belief that  the value of the 
sliawls made in Casli~nere would be greatly depreciated by a more extensive 
manufacture of the article in the Punjab, or in other parts of the  British domi- 
nions, and its sale, perhaps, a t  a lower price. I t  was obviously the desire of the 
Cashmere government to avoid all such competition. Our true com~nercial 
policy, therefore, in such a case, is not t o  endeavour to persuade the autliorities 
that  the actual loss of the monopoly will not i n  itself be inconveuiently felt in 
Cashmere, but that the practical recognition of general principles of free trade 
througliout the Maharajah's dominions, will tend so to  increase the general re- 
venues of the country, and to promote the prosperity of the people, as to  render any 
depreciation of' the value of the sllaml trade a matter of comparatively minor 
importance. 

7. 1 am desirous of learning what is the state of the Hindostan and Thibet 
road, commenced by Lord Dalhousie, and subsequently carried on towards 
Changoo and Shipki, but  the completion of which was arrestcd by want of 
funds. I f  money is available for the purpose, i t  would appear to bc desir- 
able to open out the 70 miles which still remain to bc completed, and which 
\vould effectually tap the commerce of tlie Thibet country. 

8. I n  conclusion, 1 have only to  assure your Excellency's Government of 
the interest with which I ehall receive from you further reports upon tho 
subject, and the  willingness with which I shall be prepared to sanction zny 
moderate prants of public money for the promotion of so laudable a n  object. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) A ~9~11 .  
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COP1 ES of a  nor^ on Ssirtoa by the d. 
ZTnder Secretury at Fort William, dated 

%.'& remlrer 1 do7 ; and, of DB~PATCHRI and M 
I I A L I I A ,  or EXTHALT~ from D B ~ P A T C I I ~  
M E N ~ N A X D A ,  which have been sent to the G 
vcrllmcnt of I~tdra eince ieaa, by Mr. ESrqtl i  
or ocher C)ficers on tlte Frontier, as 10 the T a r n s  
of I n d ~ o  with Earterm Turhedatt,or the Countrirs 
between i t  nnd the Punjab. 

Ordered, b# The House of Commou#, to bs Rinld, 

31 July 1869. 

[Pieice 1 s. 4 d.] 

Under 8 02. 
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