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COPIES of a Ne-18 on Seistan by the Officiating Under Secretary at Fort William,
dated the 20th day of December 1867 :—and of Despatcies and MEMoRANDa,
or ExtracTs from DEsPaTcuES or MEMORANDA, which have been sent to the
Government of India since 1866, by Mr. Fursyth, or other Officers on the
Frontier, as to the Trabe of India with Eastern Turkestan, or the Countries
between it and the Punajab.

SEISTAN.

NOTE on the Relations of Seistan with Afghanistan and Persia, by the Officiating
Under Secretary to the Government of India in the Foreign Department.
Fort William, 20 December 1867.

Skrstan is situated on the banks of the Helmund, and comprises an area of
not more than 500 square miles, being hounded on the north and north-east by
Kherasan, on the west by Persia, and being separated trom Mekran on the south
and south-east by an uninhabited desert. Previously to 1749 a.p., the province,
equally with Afghanistan, formed part of the Persian dominions; but in that
year it was added to the new kingdom of Afghanistan by Ahmed Shah, the
founder of the Sudozye dynasty. During this monarch’s long reigo it remained
subject to lLis authority, and it was only towards the close of hLis successor’s
(Timoor Shah) life that it attempted to shake oft' its allegiance. On Timoor
Shah’s death its independence was complete, and it remained for many years
unmolested either by Persia or Afghanistan.

When in 1796 Aga Mahomed Khan subdued Khorasan and annexed that
country to Persia, he left Seistan in undisturbed enjoyment of its freedom, and
later, in 1810, when Captain Christie travelled through the province, he found
it still governed Ly indepeadent chiefs.

To the north of Seistan lies the small district of Lash Jowein, whose history
and fortunes are intimately connected with those of the larger principality.
When Seistan belonged to Persia, Lash Jowein was also Persian, and it appears
to have been included with it in the mew kingdom of Afghanistan by Abmed
Shah. In later days, however, it would seem not to have established its inde-
pendence so thoroughly as Seistan, for within the last 30 years there is proof of
its having paid tribute to Herat.

About the time of the English expedition into Afghanistan the Persian Govern-
ment took advantage of the Afghans’ attention being diverted elsewhere to renew
their pretensions to sovereignty over Seistan. In 1853 the Persian standard was
hoisted at the capital, and the protection of that power ndmitted at least by one
or more of the chiefs. Kohendil Khan, at that time the ruler of Canduhar,
despatched an envoy to the Persian Court by way of remonstrance, but during
the ncgociations which ensued Kohendil Khan died, the subject was dropped, and
the Persian flag retained its position. It is probable that the claims of rival chiefs
in Seistan made interference more easy by enabling the Shah to espouse the
cause of one or other, in the hope of eventually re-establishing the old supremacy
of Persia. Indeed in 1858 we learn that one aspirant after power procured the
assistance of two Persian regiments on condition that, if successful, he should
rule in the Shah’s name. Unfortunately for the latter’s object the chief was put
to death in the same year, but since that event the Persian Government have
never allowed any long interval to elapse without reasserting its claim. Mr.
Thomson, attaché at Teheran, writing to the English Government in June 1863,
considered that the I’ersian Government had never taken upon themseolves any
direct interference in the local government of Seistan, nor had they exercised any
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real authority over the country, but had limited their eflorts to a certain amount
of indirect influence over the reigning chief by giving him pecuniary aid, and by
occasionally conferring dresses of honour on subordinate chiefs who acknowledged
his title. Subsequent events, liowever, scem to imply a very decided wish on
the part of the Shal to establish a footing in Seistan under cover of protecting
Taj Mahomed Khan, the reigning chief, from the inroads of the Afghans. Taj
Mahomed Khan has held the reins of government since 1861, having succeeded
to power by killing his uncle, Ali Khan, the former chief, in a rebellion. His
tendencies are evidently towards Persia, and as without external aid he has diffi-
culty in maintaining his territory intact, he looks to Teheran for support. His
greatest rival at home is Ahmed Khan, governor of Lash and Jowein, who has
enormously increased his interest and influence in Seistan and Beloochistan
during the last few years by marrying the daughter of 1brahim Khan, a Beloochee
chief, whose principal estates are on the eastern and southern sides of the Seistan
Lake. Originally Ahmed Khan was also an ally of Persia. In 1856-57 he
acquiesced in the Lash Fort being stored with grain by the Persian Government.
But his relations changed in time, and for some years he has thrown in his lot
with Shere Ali Khan.

As early as 1863 Taj Mahomed Khan, fearing the threats of annexation made
by the Afghans, sent his brother Kohendil Khan to Teheran. His object was to
ascertain what support, if any, Persia would give in case of attack., The inten-
tions of the Afghans were at this time well known in Teheran. An expedition
ordered by Dost Mahomed had only been abundoned in consequence of that
chief’s death. In the course of conversation with Mr. Thomson in August 1863
the Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs had certified his opinion that sooner or
later the Afghans would be sure to ‘“ renew their project and attempt the occupa-
tion of Seistan, but that the Persian Government considered that country to
belong to the Shah’s dominions, of which it formed an integral part, and that
they would not hesitate for 2 moment should Afghan troops enter Seistan, but
would at once despatch a force to resist any such agyuressive movement.,” This
determination was reiterated two years later by the Shah himself to the British
Minister at Teheran, although he knew that the Government which the latter
represented considered Seistan as a disputed territory between Persia and
Afghanistan. In connection with this assertion of ersia’s ownership in Seistan
it is curious to notice that, in the map of Persia and the adjacent countries pub-
lished 30 years ago, and now current in Teheran, and recognised as correct by
educated Persians, neither Seistan nor Lash Jowein are included within the
limits of the Persian dominions.

In July 1863, it was rumoured in Meshed that Mahomed Ameen Khan had
marched upon Seistan with an Afshan force, and had taken two forts. Kohendil
Khan, on his way home from Teheran, applied thereupon to the Prince Governor
of Khorasan for a military force and ammunition, and was told in answer that
the demand would be complied with if the Chicf of Seistan himself sent in a
requisition, in writing, to show what he wanted in the way of ammunition, and
to what extent. The writer, however, who gives this information hints at the
uselessness of the promise, by stating, that when Abbas Khan was a little time
before on the Seistan frontier with a view to counteract any inroad of the Afghans,
though 'T'aj Mahomed Khan was very desirous that permission should be given
him to march with his men on the capital of Seistan, in order to be prepared for
the Afghans, the rest of the Seistan chiefs and the principal people of the country
would not hear of such ar arrangement, and refused to allow the Persian regiment
to enter their territory.

The next we hear from Meshed is in February 1864, that four guns were being
sent to Seistan, and that of three regiments ordered thither one had left, and
another was ready to start. With reference to the operations of this same year,
Sir Henry Green (see paragraph 5 of his letter, in page 26 of the printed corre-
spondence) also reports that the Persian officer in charge of Meshed wrote to
Mahomed Ameen Khan, then ruler of Candahar, informing him that a Persian
force would be stationed in Seistan merely for the purpose of keeping the roads
open for merchants. The arrangement was agreed to on the part of Afghanistan,
but no force was actually sent.

No further movements of Persian troops are reported till May 1866, when, in
the absence of Shere Ali Khiau on an expedition against Sirdar Mahomed Afzul
Khan, in Cabul, Mahomed Ismael Khan, Governor of Kerman, by special orders

from
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from Teheran, entered Seistan with six guns and four regiments. This is pro-
Lably the sume force as is nientioned by Sir H. Green, iu paragraph 2, of his Letter,
No. 1,451 (see page 27 of the printed correspondence). llis details difler a little,
He puts their strength at 6,000 men and 12 guns, aud gives as their commander
Salee Mahomed Khan. He further states, that the principal chiefs of the
country, Taj Mahomed Khan, Koleundil Khan, & son of Ali Khan, Ahmed Khan,
and -many others of lesser note, were forthwith depurted to Teheran.

About the same time a body of 10,000 men, uwnder Mirza lbraliim Khan,
arrived from Meshed by way of Kayn,* and occupied the territory north of the
Helmund, erccted four large and strong forts, and Legan to collect the revenue.
Sir Henry Green alludes to this latter inroad in paragraphs 6 and 8 of his
Letter, No. 1326 (sce page 26 of the printed correspondence), but mentions the
erection of one fort only, called Dost Mahomed Khan, the position of which he
places near Sekooha, the capital, at Jougitude G61° E. and latitude 30° 45° N. on
Keith Johnson's Map, No. 31. He reports that the troops were maintained with
ease by the produce of the country, throughout which, as on the cntire length
of the road from Meshed to the Helmund, everything needful fur an army of
from 10,000 to 50,000 men could be found in abundance.

On 17th June 1867 the British Embassy at Teheran was officially informed by
Mr. Thomsoen, writing from Meshed, that Taj Mahomed Khan was there await-
ing the Shah’s peruission to return to Seistan. In commeoen with the Governors
of other neighbouring provinces he had been summoned thither to pay his
respects to his Majesty, who was making a royal progress through the Persian
dominions. His reception at Meshed had in no wise differed from that of
Governors holding office as subjects under the Persian Government, but it was
doubtful whether, under the circumstances of the Persian occupation of Seistau,
and the fact that his brother, Koliendil Khan, had been for some time detained at
Teheran as a sort of hostage for the chief’s conduct, he would be allowed to
return without first agreeing to such terms as the Persian Ministers might
chouse to impose upon him either for service to be performed, or for the payment
of tribute or revenue to the Shah’s Treasury. This account, with a liberal
allowance for discrepancy in dates,f probably refers to the same movement on
the part of Taj Mahomed Khan, as that whieh Sir H. Green mentions in his
Letter, No. 1451, referred to above, when he says that the chief was, with others
named, transported to Teheran. The assumption in this case is rendered more
likely by later intelligence, furnished by Mr. Thomson from Teheran, under date
Ist October 1867. He announces the arrival, some weeks before, of the chiet
of Seistan and his brother, who had been recently seized in Meshed, and sent as
prisoners to the Persian capital. They would not, he added, be permitted to
return to their own country, but would have a present allowauce from the Shah
at the rate of 700 tomans a year, and would be at liberty to send one of their
attendants to Seistan, under the charge of a Goverument officer, to make such
arrangements as they chose regarding their private property, and to bring to
Teheran any such members of their family as they might wish to have with
them.

The relations of the Shah with the various parties interested in Seistan are
made more complicated by the arrival of Shah Newaz Khan at Meshed oun Gth
July, 1867, to wait upon his Majesty. This man was the son of the late Sultan,
Ahmed Khan, formerly ruler of Herat, and sided with Ameer Afzul Khan in
his struggle against Shere Ali Khan in 18G6; bat for some reason not clearly
known, he withdrew Limself or was dismissed from the Cabul chief’s force at
Canduhar, Thence he procceded to Seistan, and afterwards reached Meshed, by
way of Beepjend, baving previously received the Shah’s permission to Lis visit.
His object in going is supposed to have been a desire to obtain the countenance
of Persia towards re-instating himself in the government of Herat, in case
Shere Ali Khan should sustain a second defeat at the hands of his brother,
Afzul Khan, and so render the position of Mahomed Yakooh Khan (the present
ruler of Herat and his own son) precarious. Later in the same month, m;stlll]e

t b

® The various correspondents use diflerently the words Kayn, Gayn, Kayen, and Kainat, to
designate, as far as I can ascertain, one and the same place.

+ Such variation will not, perhaps, be deemed so iinportant as it otherwise might be when it is
considered that both at Meshed and Jacobabad our only sources of information are Natives.
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15th, Mahomed Yakoob Khan himself arrived, havinu been apparemly summoned
to Meshed by special Envoy. His reception, as also that of Shah Newaz Khan,
was marked with all due ceremony and outward signs of respect.

Meanwhile, in July 1867, a Persian force of 4,000 infantry and 12 guns had
entered Seistan under the command of Meer Allum Khan, the chief of Kayn.
On its arrival the force brought in the previous yesr by Salee Mahomed Khan
was withdrawp to Telicran. It is reported thiat neither of the above commanders
has levied any taxes upon the people except taking one head of cattle in every
40. Several chiefs of note who bad made themselves obnoxious have been
seized during last autumn and carried away to Tcheran, Two chiefs have
alzo been taken into the pay of the Persian commander, and entrusted each with
a body of 100 horsemen to act as police. A new fort has been erected at Dus-
tuck, on the north bauk of the Helmund, and at a little distance from the
eastern shore of the Seistan Lake. It is built in the form of square, with sides
of about 700 faces each, and the walls have so far reached a height of five feet.
The Persian forces, to the number of abuut 5,000 men, including mounted
troops and 12 guns, are encamped near the fort, and are, in the absence of Meer
Allum Khan, who has proceeded with 100 horse 10 Kayn, under the temporary
command of Zaim-oollah-deen. The fort of Sekoolia, the Seistan chief’s resi-
dence and stronghold, has been destroyed, as likewise have 24 lesser forts in
various parts of the country. Some iron machinery has also been received from
Teheran, by which the stream of the Helmund has been turned for irrigational
purposes, and thereby rich and plentiful crops have been ensured.

Ibrahim Khan, the Beloochee chief of whum mention has been made above, is
reported to have been forced by the Persian troops under the command of the
chief of Kuyn, to evacuate several forts which he held on the left bank of the
Helmund, and to have retired with his people to the right bank. The Persians
had likewise crossed the river and captured the fort of Nad Ali, and were only
restrained from following Ibrahim Khan into his stronghold of Cheken Soor by
the remonstrance of Sirdar Afzul Khan, Afghan Governor of Furrah. On
desisting from their intention they recrossed the Helmund, leaving only a few
men in Nad Ali. A still later account from Sir H. Green announces that the
Persian commander had doue his best to have Ibrahim Khan seized, and for this
purpose had applied to Mahomed Azim Khan, the ruler of Cabul, but witlout
the wished-for effect.

Shah Newaz Khan is reported on the same authority to be on his way to
Kurrachee, and Meer Afzul Khan, son-in-law of Shers Ali Khan, is said to be
in treaty with the ruler of Cabul to deliver over to him the Kort of Furral,
which commands the north-east corner of Seistan.

It only remains to be added that the present correspondence does not show
what Las become of the force of 10,000 men which entered Seistan by way of
Kayn, under Mirza Ibrahim Khan’s command in May 1866. 8ir Henry Green,
in his letter of December 9th, merely says—* The Persian troops, who are en-
camped near the fort, consist of 5,000 horse and foot, with 12 guns.” Tlis
expression leaves it doubtful whether he writes of all the Persian troops in
Seistan, or only of those about the fort. Urder the former supposition, it is to
be presumed that Mirza Ibrahim’s force has been withdrawn.

Charles Girdlestone.
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TRADE WITH CENTRAL ASIA.

(Political, No. 164).
The Governor General of India in Council to the Secretary of State for India.

Simla, 8 October 1866.
ADVERTING to the correspondence forwarded with our Despatch, No. 12, dated
30 July 1864 (Revenue), we have the honour to

transmit, for the information of Her Majesty’s 4 ast:gl;yAMr. I.lln)éoFomygh,c insloner of Jullandur,
. . a ugu .
Government, copies of the papers marginally noted ““Noi by M. T. D. Forsyth, Commimioner of Jullundar,

on the subject of the trade of British India with dsted 28th August 1808. )

Central Asia, vié Eastern Turkestan, and the Lo Secretary,Government, Punjab, dated 10th September
. . N 1806, No. 830,

obstucles occasioned b{l the exactions of the Cash-

mere officials at Ladakh.

(ExtracT.)—NoTE by T. D. Forsyth, Esq., Commissioner and Superintendent,
Julinder Division, dated Spiti, 1 August 1866.

The subject of trade between India and Central Asia was ably and fully discussed in
a Report* drawn up by Mr. R. H. Daviee, under the orders of Sir R. Montgomery. o S Parliamentary
Shortly after reading this, I accompanied Sir R. Montgomery on his tour through Casfvl- Paper, No. 68, of
mere, and had ample opportunities of learning the state of trade between that country and 1804
Yarkand. But little real knowledge was had either of Russia’s power or her intentions;
but there was generally a sort of undefined fear that she could and would stretch forth
her hand and sweep the whole commerce of Asia into her grasp. Determined, therefore,
to ascertain the truth as far as possible, I paid a visit to Russia in 1864, and was present
at the great Nijni Novgorod fair. From the very interesting rcports of Mr. Savile
Lumley, Secretary to the Embassy at St. Petersburg, and from conversation with him,
and many English, Scotch, and Russian merchants there, I gathered much information,
which was duly reported to the Punjab Government. The pith of this information was,
that Russia, when seen nearer, is not to be so much dreaded as a rival in commerce.
There are causes at work in the abolition of serfdom and the general movement in favour
of liberty, which will give nm{ple employment to all their factories and merchants to supply
the newly-stimulated wants of their own countrymen, so that little will be left for export
for some time to come. An intelligent Scotch merchant on the Volga told me that
already our merchants were spoiling their trade by entering Asia from the Black Sea;
and it is the unanimous opinion of all whom I consulted that in all the countries north of
India we ought to have absolute command of the market.

I was told that shortly after our occupation of Cabul in 1838, our goods completely
drove the Russian trade out of the market, and had the supply of articles of the same
quality continued, we should have held our own. As it is, the quality of goods supplied
fell off, and the Russians then regained their footing. The Principle then raid down was,
that we should send in a continuous supply of goods of superior quality, and then we have
nothing to fear.

On assuming charge of the Trans-Sutlej Division on my return to India, I have made
it my business to study the question further, and have just completed a tour through the
frontier provinces of Lahoul and Spiti, the people of which countries trade with Yarkand
and Khotan.

I learn from them that English goods of a superior kind are much in demand in those
markets, and Ruesia can only compete when our supply fails. But they tell me that
whatever be sent from India, in three years' time an imitation, but of course an inferior
article, is supplied from Russia, which is purchased only for want of the better.

The conclusion, then, that we may arrive at is, that all other considerations being
favourable, it is our own fault if we allow this opportunity of securing the extension of our
trade to slip out of our hands.

Now let us take up the other considerations.

Yarkand and Khotan are two Mahomedan provinces which have been for a long time
under the Chinese yoke, but during the last two years have managed to emancipate them-
selves from foreign rule. Hitherto they have been most hostile to all strangers, but now
they have occasion for our aid to protect themselves from the return of the Chinese on
one hand, or from being swallowed up by the Russians on the other. .
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They are ready, then, to reccive us, have already hospitably entertained one Epglish-
man who has adventured into their country, and have sent an ambassador to seek our
assistance. . _

There would eppear to be every reason, then, why we should reciprocate these friendly
advances, and improve a trade alread existin{;.

I now come to consider the state ot our trade as it is at present with these countrics.

There are two great routes to Yarkand from the plains of India; one passes through
Cashmere and Ladakh; the. other goes through Kulu and Lahoul to Ladakh. There
is a third route across Spiti and through the éhinesc frontier, but it is not much used,
and there are many practical objections to it.

The route through Lahoul is the more ancient, and is, moreover, decidedly the most
direct; but owing to certain obstacles it has not as yet been used as freely as it might be,
and trade at present flows languidly amidst many hindrances through the Cashmere
channel,

I purpose now to set forth the advantages of the Lahoul route, and to show how the
obstacles may all be removed by a stroke of the Viceroy’s pen.

The prominent advantage of the Lahoul route is, that our traders can then march
through British territory to within 23 days’ journey of Khetan, whereas by Cashmere
they are upwards of 63 marches from our frontier to the same point. Then, too, there
are immense taxes and exactions levied on merchants passing through Cashmere, from
which they arc exempt in travelling through our country.

The Trans-Sutlej }i)ivision of the Punjab juts out like a promontory into the sea of
Himalayan Mountains, and enables us from British soil to stand and survey at a com-
paratively close distance all that goes on between Cazhincre on one side, and China on
the other, with the foreign countries spread out before us.

The road up to the British frontier at Lingti is quite passable for laden animals, and
with a little further outlay might be made most easy.

There are two passcs; the Rotang, 13,900 feet, and Bara Lacha, 16,060 fect. The
Rotang Pass has acquired unenviable notoriety, not mevely for the frequent losses of life
in its passage, but lately as being the pass over which Lord Elgin made his fatal journey.
Formerly this pass was impracticable for ponies, and the Chandra River, with 1ts birch
twig bridge, was wholly impassable for cattle. But within the last few years an excellent
riding road has been made over the pass, and a substantial wooden bridge spans the
Chandra. All through the Lahoul Valley, and up to the top of the Bara Lacha Pass,
the road may be ridden over with easc and safety. THere and there bad places are to be
met with, requiring a little engineering skill and the application of some Dblasting

owder.
P Tor a comparatively trifling outlay, then, the road to within 23 days’ journey of Khotan
might be made a broad highway for trathc.

But there arc present obstacles more serious to trade which money will not remove.

In order to get from British ground to the Khotan market, traders must nceds pass
through Ladakh, and the Maharajah of Cashmere, our tributary and ally, bound by
every tie of gratitude and allegiance to further our interests, has practically determined to
do everything in his power to put a stop to our trade, and to throw every obstacle in the
way of our progress.

For years past the Lahoul traders have complained of the exactions levied on their
goods as they pass through Leh, the capital of Ladakh. Remonstrances may have been
made to the Maharajah, and I believe he has made professions of a desire to relax his
oppression: but the fact, for which I can officially vouch, remains the same, that he has
not abated one iota of his heavy transit dutics on all traders who pass by the Lahoul
route.

It is the avowed intention of the Cashmere Government, openly acknowledged in the
Leh market, to prohibit all goods from passing by the Lahoul route. Traders from Bus-
sahir, owing to an old convention between the viziers of the two countries, are allowed to
pass their goods through at half the rates imposed on the Kulu and Lahoul traders,
who have to sneak through the country, and have to pay heavy douceurs in addition to the
regular taxes to escape all kinds of petly annoyances. Nor does the evil end here. In
the days of Native rule, when Kulu and Ladakh each had their independent rajah, a
kind of convertion was establislied between the two countries to put a stop to the fre-
quent reprisals made by each on the other’s trade. An annual interchange of presents was
made by the sovereigns, in virtue of which merchants passed from one country to the
other free of molestation.

On the bouleversement which followed the Sutlej campaign of 1845-46, when Kulu
and Lahoul became British provinces, and Goolab Sing purchased the sovereignty of
Cashmere and Ladakh, the Lahoul people, thinking all fear of reprisals at an end, dis-
continued the payment of their annual offering, and did not expect any return from
Ladakh. But Gholab Singh soon asserted his rights, and plundered the property of the
Lahoul traders, one year taking 13,000 rupees, and another year somewhat less, from the
merchants, and threatened to continue his atlacks unless he were regularly paid. Ever
since then a vakeel from Ladakh has paid an annual visit to Lahoul, and having presented
a pony and a piece of cloth, valued at the outside at about 60 rupees, to the Negu of
thoul., collects in return from the various villages 32 maunds of iron, and about 125
rupees in cash, as tribute to his master. That this is pure tribute I have not the slightest
doubt, for such it is called by the people, and the paltry present of a pony and piece of
cloth eannot in any way Le considered an interchange of presents.

This
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This state of things was reported by Mr. Lyall three years ago, but somchow or other
the Maharajah managed to hold a veil before the truth, and represented the transaction as
un interchange of presents, at the discontinuance of which he would fee! aggrieved. It
was also alleged that the Lahoulees obtained equivalent advantages for their payment, and
8o the tax was upheld.

What the advantages derived from the payment are I have failed to ascertain. It
surely is no privilege worth paying for to be allowed to trade under double the exactions
levied from othera. The simple fact is, that the Lahoulees pay because they see no
other way of being allowed to trade at all; and whether it be called tribute, or be dis-
guised under the pleasant garb of interchange of presents, it is a tax which they would
gladly escape if the British Government would secure for them the free right to trade.

Such are the exactions levied on our traders, that all small merchants have been driven
from the ficld, and even Tara Chund, Negu of Lahoul, and the representative of our
Government on this frontier, has found it necessary to take a journey to the Court of
Jamoo and propitiate the Maharajah by open homage and acknowledgment of his power.
The consequence is, that the nccessities of their position have driven the Lahoulees to
divide their allegiance between Cashmere and England.

But fortunately for our interests English merchants have appeared on the field, and are
taking up the trade which had well nigh been stifled by the Mnhnmjnh,‘ and they have
quickly appreciated the real state of the case, and are now about to solicit the protection
of the Government for the interest of British traders.

During my visit to Lahoul and Spiti I have ascertained the foregoing facts, and have
proposed to the Punjab Government to be nallowed to visit Khotan, in order to secure
the interests of the traders belonging to this division, for which I am in duty bound to
care.

But it is necessary first to secure the abolition of transit duties passing through
Ladakh. Everywhere clse transit dues are being abandoned, and they should not %e
maintained in Cashmere.

Even granting the right of the Maharajah to exact customs duc on goods passed
through the Leh market, still there should be no impost on goods passing outside the
town, and unopened. The direct road from Lahoul to Khotan does not touch Leh;
it passes through an angle of Ladzkh territory, and no town or market is found on the
way.

%hus there are but three objects to be achieved, and they all appear easy of a ccom-
plishment, and our trade with Central Asia may be established on a permanent and
profitable footing :

First, the road has to be improved at a comparatively small cost.
Second, we have to call on the Maharajah to follow the example of other countries
and abolish his transit dues.
Third, we have to enter into commercial relations with Khotan and Yarkand, the
rulers of which are ready to receive us with open arms.
I was quite unaware of the result of Mr. Johnson’s visit to Xhotan when I proposed to

the Punjab Government to pay a visit to Khotan, and even now I know nothing beyond
the bare fact of his having gone and returned in safety.

Norg by Mr. 7. D. Forsyth, Commissioner of Julinder; dated 28 August 1866.
TRADE THROUGH LaApAKIL

IN 1864 an agreement was entered into between the Lieutenant Governor of the
Punjab and the Maharajah of Cashmere for the reduction of the tariff on English goods
imported into Cashmere.

The intention of the Punjab Government was that the reduced scale should be 2pplied
to all goods sent into Cashmere by any route.

But it has not been applied to articles of trade passing by way of Lahoul, on which the
old heavy rates are still levied.

Some of the most important articles are taxed as follows: —

Opium.—The average value is 133 rupees per maund, on which the following dues

are levied :—
Rs. a p.
Customs - - - - < - - 2 8 -
Choongee - -~ - - - - - -13 2
Nuzzur Bhattee at 1} annas per rupee - 12 7 6
Brokerage 2 per cent. - - - - - 21

TotraL - - - Rs 18 8 2=about 14 per cent.
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Sugar.—Value of a maund 16 rupees :— Rs. a. p.
Custom dues - - - - - - 1 4 -
Choongee - - - - - - - -1 7
Nuzzur Bhattee - - - - - - 1 8 -
Brokerage - - - - - - - - 5 2
Torar - - - s 3 2 918 per cent,
Spices.—The same.
Cloths.— Value varies.
Customs dues - - - - - - 1 4 -
Chaoongee and other taxes at a percentageonlg. o 0.1 o
the value. J .
Iron.— Value of a maund 8 rupees :—
On this customs dues are - - - - 2 - ~ =25 per cent.

Churrus,— Value of a bhar varies from 100 rupees to 200 rupees.
On this a tax of 20 rupees is taken without weighing the goods, besides
all other customs dues.

The above rates are taken in Ladakh on all goods passed through Ladakh, whether
they are opened or not. No distinction is made between goods in transit and goods taken
into the Leh market.

From the Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign Department, with the Governor
Gencral, to the Secretary to Government, Punjab (No. 930); dated Simla, 10 Sep-
tember 1866.

REFERRING to the letter of Mr. T. D. Forsyth to your address, dated 18th July 1866,
and a note by the same officer, dated 1st August, on the trade with Central Asia and the
obstacles occasioned by the exactions of the Ladakh authorities, I am directed by the
Right Honourable the Governor General in Council to communicate the following obser-
vations for the guidance of the Honourable the Lieutenant Governor:—

2. His Excellency has had the opportunity of discussing the subject with Mr. Forsyth
in personal conference with Dewan Nehal Chund of Jamoo with the Vizier Gosain of
Mundee, whose mercantile experience gives weight to his statements, and with the Negu
of Lahoul, Mungul Sing, who accompanied Mur. Forsyth, with the view of representing
his grievances.

3. Mr, Forsyth has drawn up a paper, of which a copy is enclosed, showing the nature
and incidence of the transit duties levied by the Maharajah of Cashmere on the frontier
of Thibet, i e., on goods passing through the British districts of Lahoul and Spiti. From
this statement it is presumed that the Cashmere import duty on sugar and spices aggre-
gates 18 per cent. on the estimated value, 14 per cent. on opium, 25 per cent. on iron.
On cloths or British piece-goods the per-centage is not very clear; but it probably does
not fall below the average of the above duties,

4. Now referring to your predecessor’s letter of the 29th April 1864, it appears that the
Maharajah engaged that the import duty to be in future levied should not exceed 8 per
cent. on piece-goods and 124 per cent. on other articles. It was also agreed that the
transit duty on goods intended for Turkestan, Yarkand, &ec. should be limited to 5 per
cent. ad valorem. Hence it is clear that, if the table of duties now alleged to be levied,
as vouched for by Mungul Sing, is correct (and there is no reason to doubt its accuracy),
then the Maharajah has not kept to his promise. His Excellency in Council desires that
this point Le brought prominently to his Highness the Maharajah’s notice, and that his
Honour the Lientenant Governor will insist upon effective measures on the part of the
Jamoo Government for limiting the demands of the Ladakh officials strictly in accord-
ance with the schedule of rates agreed upon.

5. 1 am instructed to bring another subject under the notice of the Punjab Government.
It would appear from the statement of the Negn of Lahoul, confirmed by the Vizier
Gosain, that the Ladakh authorities levy from Lahoul a money contribution of 120 rupees
and 32 maunds of iren (in all 164 rupees) anmually. It was alleged by Dewan Nehal
Sing that this payment had been made for the last 100 years; but whether this he so or
not is nothing to the purpose. The Maharajah holds his territories, not by ancestral
tenure, but in virtue of the treaty of Amritsir, made in 1846. By that treaty we trans-
ferred to his father, Maharajah Gholab, in consideration of the payment of 75 lakhs of
rupees, certain hill (erritories indicated by name and boundary, and expressly excluding
Lahoul, which territories, together with certain other districts, had a week Dhefore been
ceded by the Lahore Durbar to the British Government. The provisions of the first
treaty, and the manuer in which it was carried into effect, imply that the rights and
intercsts of the Maharajah are restricted to the territories thus acquired. Whatever landa
he held Leyond those boundaries, and whatever other claims he may have possessed,

lapsed
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lapsed to the British Government. Similarly, whatever posscssions belonged to the Sikh
or Rajpoot chiefs, or to the Lahore Durbar, in tie hill regions within the assigned limita,
became the property of the Maharajul, and subjeet to lns pleasure. Hence any rights
which the Maharajah may have previously enjoyed in Lahoul fell to the British Govern-
ment. These remarks proceed on the assumption that the Maharajah may have possessed
personal rights in Lahoul prior to the above transactions; but his Excellency in Council
belicves that any such assumption is unfounded; for, as Nazim of Jumoo, the late
Maharajah, previously to the treaties of 1866, held simply in the capacity of wanager for
the Sikh Government, and had nothing to do with Lahoul, which, it is apprehended, was
(like Thibet and Ladakh) under the Nazim of Cashmere.

6. However that may be, it is clear that, under the trcaties befere inentioned, the
Malarajah has no vestige of right or authority in Lahoul; and although the money con-
sideration involved in the payments before alluded to is in iteelf insignificant, yet his
Excellency in Council is not disposed to allow of any such encroachment or cf'uim as
would Dbe implied under the assertion of the right to levy it. The inhabitaunts of Lahoul
are British subjects, and to this Govermnent alone should they be responsible for any
payments of revenue.

7. The Negu of Lahoul stated that, of the 164 rupces levied by the Jumoo official
at Ladakh, 36 rupees was paid to himself as his perquisite; thus making the chief man in
Lahoul a servant of the Maharajah, and subservient to his intercsts.

8. The Negu, it is believed, receives only some 300 rupees per annum for his services
to the British Government, and his allowances should be increased, at least in proportion
to what he will lose by the stoppage of the Jamoo tribute. His Excellency in éotlncil
requests that this may be inquire(f into. The revenues of all Lahoul, extensive as it is,
are believed to be only 2,000 rupees, and it is understood that it could not well bear any
additional demand.

9. His Excellency in Council observes that, in 1863, something like a proposal was
made to compensate the Maharajah for the loss of duties expected from the arrangements
then concluded. It is presumed that nothing further was done in this direction. Any
such proposal was altogether inadmissible.

(Political.—No. 38.)

The Secretary of State for India to the Governor General of India in Couneil ;
dated 7 March 1867.
Sir,

1. The letter of your Excellency's government, No. 164 of 1866, in the
Foreicn Political Department, encloses some very iuteresting correspondence
relating to the trade of Central Asia.

2. The subject primarily treated in these papers, and the one respeeting which
the views of your Excellency’s government are expressed, is the departure of the
Maharajah of Cashmere from the promises made by him, in 1864, for the
reduction of certain import and transit duties on articles of British-Indian produce
entering or passing through some parts of his Highness’s dominions. On the
subject of the agreement then entered into, the views of Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment were communicated to you in a separate revenue despatch, dated 31 March
1865. It cannot be otherwise than a source of extreme regret that an arrange-
ment, from which such good results were anticipated, should now be pronounced,
so far as the Maharajah’s engagements are concerned, to be * little wore than a
sham.” [ concur in opinion with your Excellency’s Governmeut, that the
Mabarajah of Cashmere should be held strictly to his engagements. and Lapprove,
therefore, the instruetions contained in your Sccretary’s letter of the 10th of
September last. I have no doubt that the Lieutenant Governor of the Punjub, in
giving effect to your Excellency’s views, will have done iiis best to persuade the
Maharajah that his real interests will eventually be best promoted by the adoption
of aliberal fiscal system in place of the irregular and arbitrary exaetions to which
he is now stated to resort.

3. I have read with great interest the reports of Mr. Forsyth, in the corre-
spondence now under revicw, relating to Russian and British trade with the
countries of Central Asia. The zeal and ability which he has displayed, in pro-
secutiug these interesting and important inquirics are highly creditable to him, the
more especially as these inquiries appear to have heen conducted, toa considerable
extent, at Lis own expense.
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4. T observe that Mr. Forsyth has solicited the permission of Government to
visit Khotan, with a view to the opening out of our trade with Central Asia. 1
do not gather from the papers before me what answer has been returned to this
request.  With reference to the explorations of Mr. Johnson, whose very
interesting report on the Khotan country has been highly commended by the
Royal Geographical Society, as a very valuable contribution to our knowledge of
a hitherto almost unknown territory, your Excellency has remarked ¢ that the
“explorations of English officers in Central Asia are not worth the risk to which
“their own lives, and the prestige of the Government employing them, are
“ exposed ; " and I concur in opinion with your Excellency that no such hazardous
journeys should be undertaken by ore of your own officers without the special
consent of your Government. 1 shall be glad to learn from your Excellency
what are the opinions of the Lieutenant Governor of the Punjab und of your
Excellency’s Government concerning the proposal of Mr. Forsyth to visit that
interesting part of the country.

I lave, &ec.
(signed) Cranborne.

(No. 35 of 1868.—Political.)

The Governor General of India in Council to the Secretary of State for India,
4 March 1868,

WE have the honour to forward copy of a letter from the Punjab Government,
submitting Dr. Cayley’s interesting and valuable report of his proceedings in
Ladakh during the past season. We also forward a copy of our remarks thereon.

From Officiating Secretary to Government of Punjab to Secretary to Government of India,
Foreign Department (No. 40-116; dated 27 January 1868).

In forwarding, for the information of his Excellency the Viceroy and Governor Geneial
in Council, the enclosed copy of a report, dated 13th January, from Dr. H. Cayley, on
special duty in Ladakh, I am directed by the honourable the Licutenant Governor to
communicate the following remarks :—

2. Mr. Davies, in his Trade Report,* which was submitted with the letter of this Govern-
ment, No. 47, dated 23rd Janoary 1863, brought to notice that, in consequence of the entire
remission of customs duties on the Peshawur and Derajat border by Sir John Lawrence,
when Acting Resident at Lahore in 1848, the trade with Afghanistan, particularly by the
routes leading from Peshawur, had greatly increased.  Mr. Davies also pointed out that
access to the markets of Eastern Turkestan by the natural route, passing through Cashmere,
was virtnally baired by the excessive duties levied on goods in transit:

3. The question of the reduction of transit duties was alterwards discussed with Diwan
Joala Sabai, the Prime Minister of the Maharajuh, who agreed on the part of his Highness
to reduce the existing duties 1o rates approved of by the Lieutenant Governor, on receiving
compensation amounting to one-half of any loss of revenue which might be caused to the
Maharajah. At the same time the Diwan took the opportunity of submitting the ardent
desire of the Maharajah to acquire the territory of Bijwat in commutation of a loan which
e had made 1o the British Government of six lakhs of rupees.

4. Lord Elgin, then Viceroy, did not pass any final orders on these proposals at the time.
But as Sir Robert Monteomery had visited Cashmere in 1863, and on that occasion had
been directed to discuss the matter with the Mabarajah in person, the Governor General
stated that he would give his decision on his arrtving at Sealkote. Lord Elgin, however,
died in the meauntime, and no definite issue resulted from the proposals which had been
made.

5. In the beginning of 1864 the Maharajah intimated to the Lieutenani Governor that
the subject was still under consideration, and shortly afterwards Diwan Nihal Chand placed
the results of the Maharajah’s deliberations before the Lieutenunt Governor, The dulies
formeily taken by weight or mule load were converted to an ad valorem rate charge-
able on the value stated in the invoice, and the following reductions were made on the rates
of duty :—

Piece
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Piece goods - - - fiom 30 - - to 8 percent
Raw sugar - - - 5 150 - - to12-8
Tea - - - - - a TR - - tol2-8
Spices and drugs, various rates to uniform rate of 12-8-0.

Metals - - from 21 - to 1u4 - - to 12-8 per cent,
Rock salt - - 0-13-6 per maund, - -~ 8 anunas per maund.

These rates were applied to goods exported from the Punjab into the Mahurajah's teeritory
by any of the following routes :—

Jamoo and Banibal, Akuur, Boodhil, and Sunot(sic orig.)

By Bhimbur - - . - - - - -lTo Serinagurand
By Golahun (sic orig.) - - - - - -J Ladakh.

By Mozufferabad - - - - - -

By Jamoo and Kishtawar - - - - - - To Ladakh direct.

The rates on goods praceeding to Leh by the Kula route, whether from Bussahir or the
Punjab, were always pretty reasonable, and generally below even the ievised rates above
noted. Dut the rates on the following articles, which were highly taxed, were reduced :—

Iron - . - - - from 2-8-0 per maund - to 0-3-0 per maund.
Sugar - - - - - 1-4-0 ”» - to 0-3-9 ”
Sugar candy - - - 1-4-0 » - 10 0-9-6 »
Molasses and coarse sugar - ,, 1-4-0 » - to 0-2-3 ”»

Changes were also made in the rate of goods imported to the Punjab from Yarkand or the
Mabharajah’s dominivns, whether by the Cashmere, Jamoo, Kulu, or Bussahir routes. But
the duly on goods coming from Leh to Serinagur and onwards was not shown,

6. Another most beneficial reform was introduced by the Maharajah at the same time.
Formerly there was no difference made in the rates whether goods were sold at Srinagar or
went on to Leh und Yarkand. This arrangement in_practice prevented any goods going
Leyond Serinagur, and the traffic was restsicted to the Kulu route, though a very much more
difficult one than that of Cashmere. In 1664 a umform transit duty of five per cent. was
fixed for goods going to Leh ; und the trader to Yarkand by Serinugur was thus placed in a
position, fiscally, not less advantageous than that of one trading with Bokhaa by
Peshawur.

7. The rates were not levied on the frontier of the Maharajali's territories, but at the
towns, and varied with the distance, Those at Jamoo were lower than tiose at Serinagur.
A trader buying goods at Jamoo and taking them to Serinagur had to puay the diflerence
between the rates of these places. In the statements which weve shown to the Lirutenant
Governor at that time there was no mention of the rates on goods sent from Leh and
Yarkand 10 Serinagur, and it did not clearly appear whether there was any intentiou on the
Maharajah’s part to confine the trade from those places to the Kulu route, nor were the
rates to be levied on the fine Turfani shawl-wool anywhere specified.

8. On the whole, however, the Lieutenant Governor regarded the mecasures of the
Mabharajah with much satisfaction, and trusted that they would result in an expanded trade,
both with the town of Serinagur, the populous valley of Cashmere, and ultimately with Eastern
Turkestan.  All possible publicity was, therefore, given to the new tariff.

9. In July 1866, however, Mr. Forsyth, who had recently travelled in Lahoul, received
many complaints of the heavy exactions levied on Biitish traders by the Ladakh authorities.
Mr. Forsyth brought to the notice of the local Government that the reduction of duties
professedly made by the Mabarajah was in reality little more than a sham, the reduction
being granted only in rare cases to those traders who were supposed to have influence
enough 10 make their complaints known to the head of the Government. He added that
from inquiries made by him in Russia and from Indian traders he gathered that British
goods would drive out Russian goods from the markets of Central Asia, if ouly the trade
was not improperly obstructed.

10. The subject was taken up with interest by the local government, and the Maharajah
of Cashmere was addressed with a view to the removal of the obstructions to trade. Mr.
Forsyth had also an interview with his Excellency the Viceroy, at which Diwan Nihal
Chand, the Mabarajah’s confidential agent, and Wazir Gusain of Mandi were present
The Lieutenant-Guvernor solicited authority to depute an assislant-commissioner to Ladakh
to look after the interests of traders, but the Supreme Government suggested that a wedical
officer would be most suitable for the post, the duties of which were laid down as
follows :—

The officer selected “must be cautioned against any interference in the linlerna.l
administration of the country. The primary object he will have to keep in view will
be the maintenance of tie tariff fixed by the Maharajuh in 1864, Any infraction ot
the tariff which his remonstrances on the spot may be unable to prevent should be
promptly reported to the Punjab Government. Another, and very importaut branch
of his duties will be to inquire closely into the nature and extent of the traflic, as it at
present stands, between India and Central Asia, and to report the wmeasures which he
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would recommend to secure a furither development of this trade.  Lastly, he will pick
up and sift all the political information that may come in lis way, especially as repards
the progress of events in Chine-e Turkestan.”

11. The Lieutenant Governor selected for this duty Dr. Cavley, who repoited ins arrival
at Leh on the 24th June 1867, huving met on the road Diwan Hira Nand, who had been
sent to Ladakh a few duys before by the Muaharajah to assist Dr. Cavley in his endea-
vours to prowote the trade with and through Lacakh, aud to carry out reforms m the mode
of levying duty on merchaudise passing between British territories and the countries beyond
the British frontiers.

12. The results which Dr. Cayley haus sccurcd, as exhibited both in his weekly diaries
submitted to this Government, and in s present RReport, are, in the Lieutenant Governor's
opinion, highly satislactoy ; and his proceedings have generally been chnactvri.scy! by vood
judgment, and a kindly and conciliatory spirit both towards trauers and the ofhcials of the
Maharajah. More thau oue of the measures which, under the ord-rs of Government, and
in the interest of trade, it has been Dr. Cayley’s duty to insist on, were ol 2 nature calculated
to evoke not a little opposition on the part of the Jocal officials, who, there is too mueh
reason (o believe, were iuteresied in upliolding abuses, in spite of the Muharajah’s orders;
and it is very creditable to Dr. Cayley’s tact and good judgment that his measures and pro-
pusals, although not at first always undersiood or appreciated by the Kashmir Government,
have eventually, when lully explained, been acquiescd in and frequently approved.

13. There can be no doubt that the Maharajah hus always shown the greatest readiness
to meet the wishes of Government to assist Dr. Cavley, and to adopt measures lor the
improvement of trade, and the protection ot merchants in Ladakh. Tis is fully shown by
bis removing Hira Nand, who was reported to him as ohstructing the inquiries which Dr,
Cayley instituted, and keeping up a system of espionage on the proceedings ol that ofticer;
by his abolition of the ¢xira duties in the shape of nuzzer butti, choongi, and zakati, levied
by bis ofhcials, and the tax of five rupees, and one felt on each caravan; by his reduction
of the duties on the Kulu and Rampoor routes; aind by the establishment of a 5 per cent,
ad valorem duty on goods in transit through Ladakh to British territory. For these
measwes the l\znhurajah is entitled to acknowledgments ; and if he is not prepared just
yet to accept the more liberal policy which the British Government would wish to see
adopted, the Lieutenant Governor does not think this is to be wondered ai.

14. For the present, the Lieutenant Governor is not prepared to suguest to the Maharajah
Dr. Cayley’s proposal that the iransit duty be reduced to 24 per cent. ad valorem ; any such
proposal at present would only dishearten him : and after the experience of a year or two,
if the interests of trade be as well represented in Ladakh as they have been this vear
by Dr. Cayley, the Mabharajah will probably require no urgument to convince him that
further concessiens in this respect may be made with advantage to tradeis and to his own
revenues.

15. The concessions to which the Maharajah bas shown the greatest reluctiuce is the
transport of the fine Tuifani wool to British territory. The value of this wool imported
into Ladakh was 28,000 rupees, For the first time, a swmall quantity worth 650 rupees
found its way to British territory. The bulk of it, worth 19,480 rupees, was taken to
Cashmcre. The Lieutenant Governor has already approved of Dr. Cayley’s order, directing
that no resiriction should be placed on the transport of this wool any more than on other
goods, on payment of the 5 per cent. duty; and the Supreme Government (N, 1,083,
dated 23rd October 1867) have approved of the course which the Lieutenant Governor has
adopted, und desired that the point be pressid on the Maharajuh firmly, but courteously.
There appears to be nothing in the tariff of 1864 to justify the monopuly of this wool by
Cashere; and its transport to British territory will not interfere with the trude into that
country. Dr. Cayley states that the wool can be supplied in immense quantities ; and to
give British traders and manufacturers the bencfit of the market will not in any way deprive
Cushmere of it; on the conuiary, the trade will probably increase immensely, and the
Cashmere Government will gain not only the 5 per cent. ou the wool, but 5 per cent. on the
Buitish goods that are trunsported to Yarkand in exchange for it.

16. The Lieutenant Governor therelore assuiues that there will, in future, be no attempt
wade on the part of the Maharajah to excrcise a monopoly over goods in transit, as being
a proceeding opposed to the law of all nations; and he will b prepared on all suitable
occasions to enforce this view, which has already beeu approved by the Supreme
Government,

17. Fron the returns which Dr. Cayley has subuiitted, it appears that the trade Irom
Kashmic 1o Leh and Yarkand consists chiefly of goods, such as saffron, rice, chudders, pattu,
&c., which can be supplied better, cheuper, and in larger quantities by Cashmere than from
British territovy, wiile the British trade is chiefly in piece-goods, groceries, teu, gout skins,
&c., which Cashmere cannot supply. 7This (hrough traffic is a direct advantage to the
Maharujuh, whose true desire is to encowage it. He will, therefore, be urged 10 open up
the Chang Chenmo route, and also to improve, il possible, the other lines of traffic tl:rough
his territory. )

18. Apart from the unduly high rate of duties heretofore levied by the Cashmere Goveru-
ent
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ment, the oppressions 10 whigh tiaders in Ladakh have been subjected in varicus ways
appear by no means to have been by desire or with the cognizance of the Malarajah, but,
on the contrary, in defiance of his orders, which have virtually been almost inoperative in
that region. His othcials were thus able practically to prevent the reduction of duties
agreed to hetwern the Maharajah and the British Government from being carried int.. effect,
and there seems little Joubt that, if the svstem which has been in force for the last few
years had continued for a few vears longer, it would have cniirely ciestroycd the trade,
which hus been gradually diminishing from year to year.

19. The past year, however, hus not fairly represented the average trade hereto'ore existing,
much less that which miuzht exist if fairly dealt with; the opium trade from this quarter, and
the tea trade from the oposite one, having almost crased, owing to the Chinese connection
with Eas'ern Tartary having been violently severed.

20. The ststement which has frequently been heretofore made by Mr. Forsyth, on informa-
tion obtained by him in Russia, that Biitish waods and the products of Hindustan can reach
Eastern Tartary much more casily and cheaply thun goods from Russia, has been fully con-
firmed by Dr. Cayley’s inquiries, which also tend to show that the demand (.5 the former is
likely to become very large if all restrictions be removed, the density of the population of
these regions and their keenness for trade being attested by the Russian authurities them-
selves; while, as regards tea, it seems by no means impossible that the produce of Hindustan
may ultimately reach Russiu itself by this route.

21. The reduction of duties lately granted by the Maharajah, if the full and permanent
realisation of this measure be ensured by the deputation each year of a British officer to
Leh, will certainly give an immense impetus 1o trade. But fitting oppoitunities will be
taken of pressing upon the Muharajah that while this Government, which levies no duty on
the trarde, is doing all it c#n 1o promote it, by establishing a iair at the foot of the hilis, by
improving the roads, and estublishing new villazes on the route, nothing is being done in
the same direction by his Highness’s Governuient, which realises large profits from 1t, in 20
much th it the routes vid Chang Chenmo and the Karaka-h and Shyok rivers, which are
believed to offer great advantages, are now little used, or not at all, although the 1raders
;tate they wouldl gladly use them if permitted wad encouraged, as it is hoped they will be in
uture.

22. Endeavows will also be made to obtain a modification of the arrangenents by which
parties from Cashwere have special advantages aflorded thens, a d are placed in positions
which enable them greatly to harass, and at tines cven endanger, ali other traders; a fuct of
the existence of which there can be no donbt, as the Mahurajah himsel! admits that one of
these, num. d Khalukdar, though o residentof Cash.. ere, has vreatly damaczed by his intrigues
in Yarkuud the interests even of Cushwmere subjects, while the same report is given by all
traders from our own terruory, and corroborated even by the envoy Intely sent by Yakub
Khushbegi to the Maharajah’s court,

23. I fine, the Lieutenant Governor cannot but concur with Dr, Cayley in the opinion that
the prescnt is a most favourable time for adopting ull the measures that may be feusible or
advisable for fully opening up and extending this trade. The jealousy which charucterized
the Chinese 1ule no longer exists. It appeirs certam that the present ruler, the Khushbegi,
who appears to have very reasonable prospects of being able 10 consolidate his power, is
most unxious to promote trade and cultivate Iriendly relations. The traders themselves have
afforded every assurance in person that they are eager t. extend their operations; and the
Maharajah of Kashmir is evidently becoming aware, as evidenced by his late acts and the
appointment of a governor of a new stamp to Ladakh, that the proceedings of hi- officials
in that quarter of lute years have not been such as to reflect credit on his Governuient or on
himself. The Comuwissioner of Julinder, Mr. Forsyth, who is in the most fuvouruble
position fur aiding and encouraging the moveent, hus taken the matter up with remarkabie
energy and intelligence, which have alieady been productive of very gratilying results, and
with the return of the warm season the Lieutenant Governor entertains a confident belicf thut
direct advances will be made by Yakub Kiushbegi biwself, which the Lieutena:.t Guvernor
trusts he may be authorised to meet in a [rendly spiit.

From Dr. Henry Cayley, on Special Duty, Ladakh, to Otliciating Svcretary to Goverumeut,
Punjab; dated 13 January 1868,

I 1avE the honour to submut the f.llowing report on the subject of my mission to Ladakh
during the past season:

2. I left Lahore on the 15th of Moy, and reached Leb on the 2d4th of Juue, pussing
through the districts of Kangra, Kulu, and Lahoul, into Rupshu. The road was hardly
open so early in the season, and the passage of the Rotang and Bara Lacua pa-ses was
rendercd difficult by the depth and extent of the snow, and could not have beeq crossed by
laden animals. 'This route is not properly open till the end of June, but from July to
October the road is everywherc safe and easy all the way to Leh in Ludakh. On my way
I saw My. Forsyth, the Commissioner of Julinder, and am indebted to him for much
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useful informution on the subject of the trade through Ladalkh, and other matters connected
with my duties. Talso saw wany l_nerulmnls of the Puujub.und Kulu, and hrnrd Irom t‘he_m
numerous complaints as to their grievances and the exactions they were subjected to in
Leh. 1 may add that during my residence in Ladakh [ had awple proot that all the com-
plaints lhey'lmd brought against the Ladakh olhcn'lls, 50 many of \yhlch had been l?rought
to the notice of the Punjab Government, were perfectly true, and without exagucration, [
need not describe at length the different ways in which the unfortunate traders were fleeced,
but merely say ihat, in addition to the excessive dulies :u_n.lu_)rlsed I)__y the l.\ashmn' Govern-
ment, the traders were made to pay all sorts of extra duties in the form ot “' nuzzer buttl)”
ehoongi, zakati, and others, which often amounted. 10 double, and even tclllolq, 'Lhe regular
duties, and they had also to satisfy lhe' demand o(_ the Th-.mu(lu_r and l(.)cul oflicials in innu-
merable ways. They could not get their g.r)uds \.velghet!, or (3b_t:un permits to depart, or even
procure foud for themselves and their ponies, without first uiving a present ; and uny man
having a guod horse or other coveted article was often obliged to scll it Tor a mere song, or
preseut it as a gift to avert greater loss. The weights, too, used for weighing lh_clr goods,
were licht,  In short, the merchants were entirely at the mercy of the local officers, who
were ;nil-powerl'ul, and practically irresponsible and obeying no authority ; and the chiel
object ol the Ladakh Thanadar and otll(";l‘ oﬂicprs was to eurich themselves. as s_peedily
as possible at the expense of all those in their power, ulterly regardless of justice and
right,

On my arrival I was received by Vakeel Hira Nund, who was deputed to Ladakh by the
Maharajuh to assist me in carrying out the objects of my mission, and in any other way that
1 might iequive his services, I was always treated by him with great show of civility and
attention, but I soon discovered that he was secretly throwing every possible obstruction in
my way by keeping up a close system of espionage on myself and all who came near me, by
intimidating the tiaders and people of the country, by preventing their coming near me
either for medical treatment or to give me any information, and in many other ways, as
represented in my previous repoits, and which it is not necessary for me to repeat,

3. The Ladakh trade has, according to the accounts of every one who is in any way con-
nected with it, been rapidly declining during the last few years, and the through-trade with
Central Asia has latterly been almost confined to the trading agents of Kashmir and a few
influential men who were able to iusure fair treatment for their aveuts; and there is little
doubt that under the old system the trade between Hindustan, Ladakh, and Central Asia,
would soon have almost entirely died out. The merchants from the Punjab were rapidly
giving it up us being no longer possible or profitable; and most of them who went this
year, only ventured because they knew that a British officer was deputed to Leh for their
protection.

4. The annexed tables show the extent of the trade through Ladakh during the past
season ; the amount is considerable considering the natural difficulties to be encountered.
From Amritsir to Leh is a distance of about 525 miles, or 42 marches; five high passes
have to be crossed, only one of which is under 13,000 feet high; the road, however, is
generally easy during the summer, and everywhere passable for laden ponies. From Leh to
Yarkand is about 350 miles, or 30 marches, and the road goes over five high passes, the
lowest nearly 16,000 feet, aud three of them are covered with perpetual snow or glacier, and
the road is so bad and the difficulties so great, that nearly 20 per cent. of the horses die on
the journey. On neaily all the passes, too, the merchandize has to be transferred from the
horses to yaks. The most intense cold has to be endured, and great obstructions are et
with from large unbridged rivers, and the expense ol carriage is, consequently, very uvreat;
but these natural difliculties scem to have little or no effect in checking the trade when it
receives fuir play, and is not overburdened by excessive duties. The extent of the trade
between Hindustan and the countries beyond “the Himalayas during the past season canaot
be taken as any criterion of what it may become in future, for I nced hardly say that, after
it has been depressed for years by high'duties and unjust treatment,  trade cannot possibly
Tevive in one season. ‘The merchants do not at once gain confidence in the arrangements
made for their protection until they have themselves felt their benefit, or learnt from the
experience of others. For a long tune, too, they felt no certainty that similar arrangements
would be carried out in future, and T used to hear on all sides that they would only suffer
more next year for present relief. "There was also a great diminution in trade last year
owing to there being no longer a market in Central Asia for opium, which used to be
exported in large quantities from the Punjab, but for which there has been no demand
since the Chinese were driven out: and now laige stores are lying unsold in Yarkand, and
some even brought back to Leh and exported again to the Punjab. Last season also, on
account of the Jisturbances and changes going on in Eastern Turkestan, the road was not
open, and traders not allowed to pass till September instead of July; and many merchants,
who would otherwise have come, took their goods elsewhere, and, owing to the lateness of
the season, large stores of merchandize had to be left at Lel for the winter.

5. 'The wool trade has hitherto exisled only as a monopoly of the Cashmere Government,
and the export of the Turfani pushm anywhere than to Cashmere was strictly prevenied.
This year, liowever, I informed the traders that such a restriction was no longer in force,
and that they were at liberty to export the shawl-wool (pushm) by any route they pleased;
and a few Yarkandi merchants carried their wool through by Kulu to the Punjab; a few

also
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also of the Hindustani traders did the same; but such was the dread of offenling the
local officers, who up to the very last tried 10 imimidate the traders on this point, that very
few ventured to purchase and export this aricle ; but now that a commencement has been
made, there is every proapect of an extensive wool trade in future years. Up tu the present
year the real Turfani shawl-wool has never been imported to the Punjab, it haviug all been
forcibly diverted to Cashmere. The only wool that ever reached 1he loows of Nurpur and
Awritsit was the Chantang wool coming from the Chinese territories of Rudok and
Churmuti and surrounding countries, and which is in every respect vastly inferior to the
“Turfani” wool produced in the mountainous districts of Eastern Tuikestan, and deriving
its nawe from the city of Turfun. It isthis exquisitely fine wool that is in Cashmere made
up into shawls aud other fabrics of such surpassing beuuty as to render Cashmere shawla
celebrated uearly all uver the world. There is now almust a certainty ol plentiful supplies of
this shawl-wool being imported every vear intu the Punjab; and with this matenial, there
is no reason why the manufacturers of Amnitsir und other pluces should not produce goods
equal in every way to those made at Sevinagur.  The amount of fine pushm imported this
year into Leh from Yarkand was only 1253 maunds (of 80 1bs.); of this, ouly 13 waunds,
worth in Leh about 650 rupees, went down to the Punjab; the rest went to Cushwere.  The
shawl-wool thal was brought down was sold in the Punjub at a profit of about 75 per cent,
over the price at Leh. Churus or bhung, it is generally called by the latter nawe by the
traders, the extract of hemp, has for many years formed the staple export Irow Yuikand,
This year, 1,850 maunds (pukka) arrived, worth in Leh about 68,590 rupees. Of this,
about 817 maunds were taken to the Punjub, eight maunds to Cashmere, and the remainder
was, oning to the lateness of the season, detained in Ludakh. The article became zlmost
a glut in the market, and the merchuants had difficulty in finding a sale for it, and there is
every probubility that in future the quantity of bhung will be much less, and that 1t will
be replaced by shawl-wool, silk, felts, gold and silver, precious stones, and other articles.

6. As shown in the annexed Table A, all other articles come ouly in small quantities ;
but in addition to what is there put down, almost every trader and pilgrim brings turquoises,
gold dust, silver ingots, and other articles of value, which he disposes of to pay the customs
duties and road expenses.

Felts, cotton, silks, raw and manufactured, pushm, and other fabrics of mixed silk and
cotton, carpets, coloured and embroidered, leather from Russia and Bokhara, silver ingots,
called Yambres or Kurus, gold bars and gold dust, suap, and many other articles, ulways
come in yreater or less quantity, and the trade in all these will undoubtedly increase enor-
mously. This year a Jarge number of silk handkercliefs of he thinnest texture and of
brilliant variegated colours came from Bokhara, and a maund of common sea-weed from
China : this article is exported to the Punjab and used as a medicine for goitre. It doubt-
less derives its virtue from containing iode,

7. The imports into Leh from Chantang and Lhassa consist chiefly of Chantang wool,
sheep wool, brick tea, musk, silk and linen cloth, and salt.

Four hundred and sixty maunds of pushm wool and 75 maunds of sheep’s wool, worth
about 23,500 rupees, were brought from Chantang, and neaily the whole of it exported to
Cashmere and Bultistan. The Chantang wool, which goes in large quantities to the Punjab,
is carried direct from Guro and Rudek without passing through Ladakh. Brick tea cumes
from China through Lhassa in large quantities, and is chiefly for consumption in Ladakh
and Cashmere and surrounding districts. The aniount this year was only 175 mauuds, not
above one-third the usual quantity ; the bricks usually weigh about thwee seers, and sell for
about 12 rupees in Leh, being at the rate of two rupees per pound. This kind of tea is not
taken to Yarkand and Central Asia,

Musk and various kinds of silk and other piece-goods come in small quantities, but since
the disturbance on the Chinese froutier and the rebellion of the Mahowedan population, all
exports from China have greatly diminished. Salt is very largely imported from Rudok,
but the trade in this article is a monopoly of the Cashmere Government; it ischiefly taken
to Cashmere, and is carried “ Bigar” through Ladak)h by the people of the country.

The total value of the imports into Leh from Chantang and Yarkand during the year was
about 1,71,000 rupees; whereas in Mr. Davies' Trade Report, the amount is laid down at
3,90,000, showing a diminution of more than two lakhs of rupees in the last six years. The
falling off is chiefly in the articles churus, shawl-wool, tea, silks, and horses; of the latter,
not one was this year brought for sale, and I believe that none have come for three or four
years past, as they were all taken for the Cashmere Government at very low prices, and their
export to British territory was prohibited.

8. The exports from the Punjab into Leh und thence to Yarkand are shown in Table B,

Cotton piece-goods here form the staple article ; they are chiefly of English manufacture.
The total amount was 482 maunds, worth about 66,000 rupees in Amiitsir and 84,000 in
Ladakh. All kinds of cotton goods are greatly in demand in the Yarkand market, and the
traders say that almost an unlimited amount could be disposed of, and that the English goods
are of much better quality and are much cheaper than those coming from Russia. If, how-
ever, the merchanlts send up goods of inferior (ulality, as they are inclined 10 do, the trade is
sure to suffer, for it is most necessary that English manulucturers should keep uo their
character for superiority, otherwise they will be driven out of the market by Russian goods,
Appareutly, this has already been done in the case of broadcloths, for which there is a very
great demand, but old and inferior articles only were sent up from Hindustan, and some

384. . C found



18 PAPERS RELATING TO THE

found no sale, although a very considerable s.up}_)ly comes from Russia and sells ata very
high price. The chief demund is for clo:h of bright eolours, red, blue, green, and yellow,
&c., and ouly really sound durable materials will sell. N .

Tea is consumed in lavge quantities all through l'*_us_lern l.UI'kQSlilll, m}d now that the
Chinrse have been driven out, and all communication with Chmu_ls cut oﬂ,_thc whole suj-
ply comes from Hindustan; a large supply, however, comes from Russia, and sells at
enormous prices, 12 and 15 rupees per seer, and the Lhassa brick tea is not in demand.
Hitherto little but China tea, purchased by the traders in Bombay wnd ({axlcuttu? has been
tried. The tea thev take is genernlly of only ~econd rate quality, and yet it sells in Ladakh
at two rupees, and in Yarkand at f8s. 2. 8 and three rupees per poundi but o 1866 a
considerable quantity of Kuangra tea was sent up by the Wazir of Mandi, and letched Ry, 2.8
in Leh and three rupees in Yarkand,  Ounly creen tea finds a sale; the people will
hardly look at black tea; but the taste for tea-drinking is universal amongst all clusses of
peopIJc throughout Eastern ‘Turkistan, and the country offers a spleadid !nurkct for !limulaya
tea, and [ believe that almost any quantity of green tea of good quality would fiud a sale
at Yark:ind at remuncrative prices, It is not, however, neces<ury to send the tea beyond
Ladukh, for the Yarkandi merchauts would be quite ready to purchase the tea ut Leh, und
in all probability, in future years, at Patampore Fair, 'I'he merchants who take up the tea
must be prepared to receive payuient partly in merchandlse. nnd_pm'tly i gold and silver,
in the proportion of about two-thirds of the tormer, as trade is chiefly carried on by barter,
and not by cash payments. There is vreat hope, too, that in a few years the Indian teas
will find theic way to Russia by this route, and there find a ready sale, in the same way
that the China teas now do, for the distance from Kaungra to the nearest Russiau portsas
only about two and a half mouths’ journey, whereas from China to Russia is a land journey
of five or six wonths’ duration. ‘The best China teas sell at ennriious prices in Russia, and
I hear now that some of the Indian teas sent by sea to St. Petersburg have been highly
approved of there, so that there is much in favour of the Indian teas competing success-
fully with the China ones il sent overland through Central Asia. 127 maunds of China
tea from the Punjab reached Leh last season, and was selling at an average price of two
rupees per pound. ) )

Spices, sugar, goat skins, ind]i\?o, are all greatly in demand at Leh Tor ‘the Yarkand market,
and are sold @t great profit. Nearly all the articles mentioned in Table B fetch u high
price, and such articles as needles, scissors, and so on, are in great request.

Opium was formerly the chief export from the Punjab, bul_t during the last two years,
since the Chinese were driven out, the opium trade has entirely ceased, and many mer-
chants have large stores of opium lying unsold in Yarkund,_ and_ their losses have been
enormous, and there has, consequently, been a great diminution in general trade on this
account. According to Davies’ report, opium to the value of 50,000 rupees was annually
imported into Leh. The total exportation from the Punjab to Leh during the year amounted
to 1,800 maunds of goods, worth about 1,73,000 rupees; two-thirds went by the Kulu and
Lahoul route, and the remainder by Rampoor and Cashinere.  Nearly the whole of the trade
from the Punjab passes through to Yarkand, which is the trading depdt or mart for the
whole of Central Asia. Trading caravans from Bokhara, Kokan, and the Russian posses-
sions, Kashgar, Turfun, Aksu, and all the cities to the north-east, hotan, and until the last
two years from China, all meet at Yarkand, and there the merchants barter their voods;
and Yarkand is the focus of the trade of all the surrounding countries. Up to 1862 the
exports from the Punjab to Ladakh were valued at about 1,80,000 rupees, or nearly the
same as in the past year; but during the last three or four years the trade has, aceording to
all accounts, been diminishing rapidly, uatil last year, when it again increased.

9. In Tables C and D I have shown the exports rom Leh to Yarkand and Chantang
in one direction, and to the Punjab in the other, These of course correspond in a great
measure with the imports into Leh; but this ycar, owing to the lateness of the arrival of the
Yarkand kafila, much of the merchandise has been left in Ladakh for the winter, so that
the exports from Leh to the Punjab do not amount to more than one-third of the exports
from the Punjab.

10. In Table E I have shown the local trade between Cashmere and Leh; this, however,
is not a local trade, for nearly the whole of the articles named in the list in reality pass
between Cashmere and Yarkand, or Cashmere and Chantang.

11. With regard to the customs duties levied at Leh, the following alterations and re-
missious have been made during the past year. The extra duties of choongi, nuzzer butti,
brokerage which were formerly levied, have been entirely remitied ; and at the end of the
season, the tax of five rupees and one felt on every caravan, or as it was actually levied on
every trader, in addition to the customs duties, was also remitted. The duties on spices and
piece-goods coming by Kulu to Ladakh have been reduced from Bs. 1.4 and Rs. 2. 8
vespectively per maund of 16 seers, to 10 annas; but the most important change is
that on all gouds passing only in transit through Ladakh eiiher coming from or going to
British possessions, a transit duty of 5 per cent. ad valorem, according to the invoice value,
is now levied, instead of the former double duties, unport and export, which often amounted
to more than cent. per cent., and were destructive to trade. This concession, which ought
to have been in force since 1864 if the tariff of duties then agreed upon had been carried
out in their full spirit, has only now been acted upon. Wihen this was explained to the
merchants, their gratification was beyond all bounds, and I cannot better describe the
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benefits they derive Irom the change than by givine the following instance :—A party of
Yarkandi mercliants eame down with about 30 pony-loads of goods which they wished to
carry through to the Punjab, huving heard that the dutics were remitted. The duty de-
manded from them in Leh anounted ti over 800 rupees, and to pay this they would have
bern oblig d to huve sold nearly halt theiv wures, as cash was very scarce, to puy the duty
on the remainder. I, however, only permitted the 5 per cent. (rnsit duty to be levied on
them, and the whole awounted ts only 55 rupers nstead of over 800, If in this case
the double duty had been tuken, the men would have burtered their woods in Leh, re-
turned in diegust to Yarkand, and tiude would huve Leen thrown back aenin for another
3uﬂrter of a century. As nearly all the merchandise that comes either from Y.wrkaud or Hio-

ustan pierely passes in trausit thiough Lidakh, this transit duty of 8 per cent. is theonly duty
that ti:e regular trader will have 10 pay; but [ cannot help expressing my opinion that a duty of
iivfer cent. 15 excessive to charge ou goods merely passing in transit through a corner of the

aharajaly’s dominions, aud in a conntry where notnng whitever is done to make orrepaira road
or facilinate communication, The road through Ladakh generally lies thiough imwense tracts
of almost desert country and over dangerous und diflicelt monntadn passes and across une
bridged rivers, and if a high (for 5 per cent. is high) transit duty is charged, something should
be done 10 assist the (raders,  Besides the present route through Leb, there is another und
much easier road, which has for « long time been quite closed by the Ladakh oflicials, but
which was Ironu all accounts much frequented in former years, Tlis route leaves the
regular road Irom Kulu to Leh either at Rukchen, and thence passes east and noith 10 Puga
and the heud (western extremity) of the Pangony Luke, or else leaves the Leh road at
Ugshi an the Indus, and crosses by an euzy pass to Tantse and Pangong. The rvad then
ascends the Chang Chenmo Valley and crosses the Chang Chenmo Pass, which is very easy
and free from snow, after which it lies for several marclies over wide undulating plaing und
crosses un easy pass into the Karakash River, and follows the stream for six marches to
Sukeit, a station two marches to the north of the Karakoram Pass, where it joius the pre-
sent Yarkand road. This route i< only about the same number of marches as the present
route, but is from all accounts most casy. The passes are all low and free from snow or

lacier, and there are no large dungerous rivers to cross, and over the wide plains north of
%hang Chenwo (called Aksai Chin) grass and fucl are plentiful.  The road lies entirely in
Cashmere territory, and leaves the Chinese ironticr far to the east.  The traders say they are
quite ready to go by this route; only they are afraid of the Ladakh officials, who force them
all to come to Leh, but next seuson I hope the new route will be opened. 1t the traders
pass throuzh Ladakh without stopping at Leh, I think a duty of 24 per cent. is all that
should be levied. In Yarkand only 23 per cent. is levied on goods for the double journey
to Ladakh and back, and this shows a liberality on the part of its ruler well worthy of
imitation of the Cashmere Government. Doring myresidence at Lel I was able entirely to
prevent any unauthorised or irregular exactions on the part of the Leh officials, but I'am
quite convinced that nothing less than the presence of a British officer in Leh will
hinder a return to all the former abuses, and of this all the merchants are only too well
aware,

12. The total amount of customs duty collected at Leh during the year was 16,000
rupees ; this dues not include the duty on goods from the Punjab through éashmere, as this
is levied at Jumoo, Of this sum, 12,500 rupees was on goods passing to and from Cashmere,
and 3,500 rupees on goods passing between Hindustan and Yurkand. Of course, dwing
the past year the reduction of duties has diminished the customs receipts probably by about
one-third or one-halt’; but there is every ground for believing that in future years the revenue
of the country will not be even a direct loser, as the increase of trade will more than muke
up for the diminished rate of duties, and the indirect advantages Lo the country from increase
of trade will be enormous.

18. The trade between Cashmere and the neighbouring states is carried on in great mea-
sure by trading agents of the Cashmere Government, and this system acts most unfavourably
ou the general trade. The usual plan is as follows :—Certain sums of money are advanced
to traders out of funds set aside for that purpose, and for this they pay only a moderate
rate of interest to the Government; but besides this, they have always to pay a laige share
of the profits to the Diwan at Jamoo and the Ladakh otficials ; and they are employed as
agents and news-writers, besides acting us traders. As a matter of course, they are favoured
in every way by the Cashmere officials, and have an unlair advantage over private traders,
and it 1s with them a great object to injure the latter as much as possible, and keep a
monopoly of the trade in their own hauds. Xhalukdar, against whom such general com-
plaints have been made, went to Yarkand in this capacity, and it was by the influence of
two of ihese men, backed by the Thanadar at Leh, that Purboo Sahai was ruined three
years ago. There are many of these agents employed at Yarkand, and the trade with
Chantany and Lhassa is entirely in their hands, and nu one else is allowed to go. Between
the Government of Cashmere nnd Lhassa there is a regular ngreement that all the merchandize
should be carried ““legar” in their respective territories, and every third year a merchant
called “ Chabba ”” comes from Lhassa with a large cousignmeut of goods for Ladakh and
Cushmere, and one agent from Cashmere goes to Lhassa in the same way every third year and
returns the next. In all these transactions the Cashmere officials have & direct interest, and
they, of course, try to favour their agents at the expense Of private merchents, ond general
trade is thereby injured. The guin to the Government of Cashimere is very trifling, but the
systein gives rise to abuses in many ways, and is a source of loud complaint on the part of
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the veneral traders, and, as I have more fully related in my previous reporte, Cashmere
agents in Yurkand have been by fulse vepresentations getting the Hindusiani merchants
into trouble, and using their influence 1o render the latter obnoxious to the Yurkand

ruler.

14. 1 neerely heie offer a few gencral observations on the present siate of the Central
Asian trade and its future prospects.  North of the great Himalayan range Yarkund is the
chief emporium, and caravans of merchants meet there from all the surrounding cities and
countries, as well as from the more distant places—as Badakshan, Bokhara, the Russian:
Piovinces, aud, until the last two or three years, from China ; but since the Muhomedan
rebellion in Noithern and Western China, all communication with that empire has been
almost entirely cut off. The demand in all these countries for Indian products and English
manufacteres is enormous, and they can supply in return, Lo an almost unlimited extent,
shawl-wool, silk, bhung, gold and silver, and precious stanes, and nl:\n{ other articles. The
merchants of Hindustan either take their goods direct to Yarkand, or barter them at Leh,
and this vear many Yarkandis went down to Kulu and the Punjab, though unfortunately
all were 100 late for the Palampore Fair. 1 have converzed ficely with nearly all the men
who came over from Yarkand, and all said the same thing, that uny number were ready to
come il they were sure of faiv tieatment and could find a market lor the goods, and it was
universally believed that in future years the trade would increase enormously. At present
Russian produce and manufactures to a considerable amount find their way to Yarkand, but
almost all of them could be supplied more cheaply and of better qualuy from Hindustan,
and there is no doubt that English goods can always compete svccessfully with Russian.
Taking all things into consideration, T think the future prospects of our trade with Central
Asia are very tavourable, and if Khush Begi holds his own, all will go well, as he most
fully appreciates the advantages of trade, and does all he can to assist it. But amongst
people who have been fighting between themsclves alimost from time immemorial, there is no
foreseeing what a day n.ay bring (orth, and the new kingdom of Yarkand may be upsct as
quickly as it arose, and be followed by a reign of anarchy. Such, however, 1s the respect
for trade generally throughout Asia, and so fully is it a national institution, that, whatever
may be the political state of the country, the probability is that trading operations will not
suffer for a long time or in any great degree, and whatis now required is, that the merchants
should have the assurance of the Biitish Government that they will always have its pro-
tection, and that the Cashmere Government will not be permitted again to levy exorbitant
duties or commit acts of oppression. The merchants will then of their own accord soon
extend their trading operations, knowing, as they do, the enormous profits that can be made.
An annual fair a1 Palampore will do much (6 increase the trade, and the Yarkandis are
certain ansther year to attend it in large numbers, so bighly did they think of its advan-
tages; but unfortunately, owing to the lateness in the arrival of the first caravan last season,
scarcely any of them were able to get down in timie to be present,

15. I propose heve giving a brief résumé of the political history of Central Asian affairs
during the past vear. Three years ago the Chinese, who were in military possession of
Yarkand and all the States to the east and the north-east, were driven out by the Tunganis
(military settlers who originally came [rom Peisia and the West as soldiers of some of the
Mahomedan conguerors and settled down in the country) and Kuchavis, or Khojas of Kucha.
The Chinese garrisons were nearly all sluin, and the few who escaped fled eastward. At
this time Yakoob Beg Khush Begi, an Andijani, and forneerly an officer in the Kokan army
fighting aguiust Russia, was living in Kashgar, wheie be had taken up his abode, and was
nominally an officer of the Kokan Government. When 1he Chinese were defeated, he raised
a force of Kashgaris and Andijanis and attacked the Khojas in Yarkand, but was twice de-
feated and driven back; but at Jast he prevailed, and killed nearly all the Tunganis who
opposed bim, und the Kucharis retired to Kucha, and Khush Begi became ruler of Yar-
kaud. About the same time., Haji Habib-oollah Khan, a very powerful Zemindar of
Khiotan, an old man who had lately returned from pilgrimage to Mecca, was placed on the
throne of Khotan, Yarkand, Kholan, and all the neighbouring states were then only
dependencies and tributaries of Kokan, and their rolers acknowledged the authority of its
king, Khoda Yar Khan. Habib-oollah Khau, the fukeer, as he is generally called, 'is said
to huve ruled with great cruelty ; under him weither life nor property were safe, and he
robbed all his subjects to fill his treasury, and the Khotanis are said to have asked Khush
Begi to help them 1o depose their king. 1 heard also that Habib-oollah had refused to
acknowledge the Khokan authority, and Khush Begi atiacked him nominally to bring his
country again under subjeclion to their common master; but whatever may have been his
pretext, Khush Begi was evidently determined to annex Khotan, and at the end of 1866
lie imprisoned the Khotan envoy, then in Yarkand ; but the latter, seizing an opportunity,
sent off two of his servants with a letter to Khotan; the messengers were, however, de-
tected, and the letter found concealed in a shoe, and the two men shot, and the envoy,
under threat of a like fate, was forced to ive full information regarding the strength of
Khotan, its garrison, and its means of defence. °

At the beginning of 1867 Khush Begi, who had for some time been making prepara-
tious, sent a large force against Khotan, but, to avoid suspicion and alarm, he dispatched
it in small detachments, and when all were assembled within two or three days’ march of
the town, he joined the army, and by weachery and under pretext of making a friendly
alliance, he heguiled Habib-vollah Khan and his son into his camp, aod affer receiving
them with great honour and handsomely enteitaining them, he in the night made them and

their
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their followers prisoners, and the next day, using the captive's signet ring, he summoned all
chiefs and military officers of Khotan to his cainp, and as they were on their way he sent a
body of troops by another route, which took possession of the town and fort almost withaut
opposition, as there were no leaders, and no one was prepared to offer resistance. At the
same time he seized all the men who had come out to his camp,  Khush Begi then him-
self entered Khotan, and secured a large treasure in gold and silver, und appointed a new

overnor.  Soon aller this, some of the Khutan women, who liud been given over to Khush
%egi's officers, formed a piot amongst themselves and killed wiany of their new husbands,
and the people of the country rose against their new masters, Upon this, Khush Begi
ordered the exccution of old Hubib-oollah, his son, and all i:is followers who had been sent
as prisoners to Yarkand, and a general massacre of the men of the country took place, and
many thuusands were slain (but the women were spared), and the towas ot llchi, Karakash,
and others were given up to plunder.  Merchants, bol_h native and foreign, were generally
protected, bat the Kashmir Vakeel, Nujal Shah, was imprisoned and sent to Yarkand, and
only released alter payment of a heavy fine. He was accused of having conspired agawist
Khush Begi, who seems at this time to have been offended with the Cashmere Government
for having formed an alliance with Kliotan, and also for esiablishing a military post at
Shadula, which is nearly three marches north ol the Karakoram Pass, aud consequeutly in
Yarkend tervitory, and because the Caghmere Vakeels misrepresented the relations between
Cashmere and the British Government by makine out that the former was all-powerful, and
on these grounds Najaf Shab was impiisoned, and the depdt at Shudula was destroyed.

Alter having completely subdued Khotan, Khush Begi marched on with his forces, said
1o be about 15,000 strong, and chicfly composed of Badakshanis, and Kerghiz, and Kip-
chak, who are Tartar Mahomedans, to Aksu, where he was received by the Tuncanis with-
out resistance, He then advanced to Kucha, and, after two or three severe battles, took
the place and drove out the Khoja army, which fled to Kona Turfuan, far to the eastward.
He then took Sairam, Shah-Yar, Ush Turfan, aud when last heard of was on his way back
to Kushgar. Whilst engaged in these exploits, he closed the roud to Ladakh, and refused
to allow anyone Lo pass; but directly he had completed his conquests, he gave orders for
the opening of the road, and the Yarkand kafila reached Ladakliin September. Lo Kucha,
the léipchaks, under one of his officers, Miiza Ahmed, conspired against Khush Begi, but
the plot was discovered, and, acting with his usual vigour, Khush Begi made a wholesale
slaughter of the mutineers, to the number of about 2,000.

The latest news received was, that Khush Begi was organising a large force and power-
ful artillery, and had sent an envoy to Bokhara with offers of ussistunce against Russia;
and this report is confirmed by men from Bokhara of the arrival of this envoy. Kiwush
Begi seems to have entirely thrown off the Kokan yoke, and to be quite prepared to inain-
tain Lis independence.  Late reports from Bokhara give out that Khoda Yar Khan has
asked the Russians to assist him aguinst Yarkand, but it is unlikely that Russia will give
any material aid, as her hands seem to be full, and probably Khush Begi is quite able to
maintain his own against Kokan. He hus now with him a son of the late king of Kokan,
who was killed some 20 years age by the then king of Bokhura, and his throne usurped by
Khoda Yar Khan; it is now said that Khush Begi will support the claims of this young
prince to the Kokan throne. ] ) ' :

Khush Begi is undoubtedly a brave, energetic, sk_llfu_l _soldlcr, und a vigorous, though
perhaps unscrupulous, culer.  He is described as maintaining very strict discipline iu his
army, and is very severe in pumshmg any fault., but otherwise he treats his soldiers well,
and is very generous and lavish in his expenditure. He treats merchants well, and the
taxation over other classes of the people is not excessive, and he is undoubtedly both leared
and respected by his subjects. The effect of his consalidating all the provinces of Eastern
Turkistan under one vigorous rule must be advantageous to the countries themselves and
their neighbours, and in every way beneficial to trade; and [ think thisis a good oppor-
tunity for an attempt on the part of the Indian Government to enter into friendly relatons
with the new kingdom of Yarkand, which comprises not less than 30,000 square milss, «nd
contains more than a dozen large aund important towns. It would, [ ieel confident, have a
very good effect to send un accredited envoy to Y.arka'nd to conclude a fiendly alliance
with Khiush Begi, and to give him a true and just idea of our wishes and intentions.
There is no doubt that he is most anxious to be on Iriendly terms with us, but is very sus-

icious of our motives, and as he now only hears false and garbled accounts of our policy,
Ee will never feel real confidence in us unless some such course be adopted to reassure his
mind; of course, this could only be done if the country remains settled. No further direct
news can now cume from Yarkand before May or June, and before then important changes
may of course occur, but it seems high_ly probable that Khush Begi will be able to retain his
position as absolute ruler of his new kingdom of Yarkand.

16. 1 have not, in this report, in any way described the internal state of Ladakh and its
system of government, or the condition of its inhabitauts, as the subject did not fall within
the scope of my duties, and | was of course able to protect all foreign traders from oppres-
sion or wrong of any kind. Since wy departure, a new governor or Wazir, numed Ali
Akbar, has been sent up, He is said to bear u very bigh churacter for justice and honesty,
and I hope this measure shows a desire on the part ot the jMabarajah to cairy out real
reforms, and to stop all grounds of complaint for the future.
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(A)

TABLE of InPoRTs into Leh from Yarkand and Chantang during 1867,

Quentity in Maunds (80 lbs.)

. Vaolue at
Numes of Articlea. REMANKS
Leh. ’
From Yarkand, | From Chantang. Torar.
Mds. Srs. Mds. Srs. Mds. Srs. Rs.
Churus - - - - 1,830 0 - - 1,880 0 | 68,590
Pushm, Shawl-wool - 125 0 985 O 460 0 23,000
Bleck wool - - - - - 126 O 126 O 4,625 Inferior shawl-wool,
Wool - - - - - - % 0 75 0 2,260 | Sheep's wool,
Cotton piece-goods - = 15 16 - - 15 16 1,025 | Coarse cotton cloth,
Felt caps - - - 10 in No. - - 10 in No. 15
Felts (numda) - - . 1,710 0 - - 1,710 No. 9,420
Teun from Lhasse - - - - 173 0 176 0 28,000 | Brick tea consumed in
Tibet and Cashmere,
Gold dust - . - 208 Tolas 95 Tolas Toles 305 9,939
Silver ingots (kuras) - 18 in No. - - No. 18 2,088
Cotton - - - - 0 16 - - Seer 16 16
Silk, raw - - . 1 16 - - 1 16 350 | Chiefly from Khotan,
Mushru (silk and cotton cloth) 10 Seers - . 10 Seers 25
Hendkerchicfs, silk = - 2 18 - - 2 19 6,935 | From Bokhara.
Jadwar (medieine) - - - - 1 18 1 16 2,240 | All exported to Yar-
. kand.
Turquoises - - - - - 2,000 in No. No. 2,000 4,000
Kimson (coloured leather) 1 8 - - 1 8 79
Choumi - - - - 13 in No. - - No. 13 13
Carpets - - - - 24 No. - - No. 24 240
Broadeloth - - - 2 Thans - - 2 Thans 65 | Russian,
Zankose - - - - - 28 Thans 28 0 224 | Coarse blanketing.
Borese - - - - - - 150 ,, 150 0 2,250 | Silk cloth for turbans,
Putta - - - - - - a3, 33 0 9264 | Coarse woollen cloth.
Musk bags - - - - - 400 in No. No. 400 2,300
Salt - - - - - - 3,600 0 3,500 Mds. 3,600 | All theproperty, Cash-
. ~ mere Government.
Kiddukh R - - 2,500 Thans | 2,500 Thans 1,260 | Linen cloth.
Paper - - - - 1,000 Sheets - - 1,000 Sheets 250
Bulgan - - - - 2 Thans - - 2 Thans 24 | Russian leather.
Gillir Putta - - - 0 16 - - 18 Seers 5 | Sea-weed from Chine
used as medicine.
ToraL - 1,076 21 4,244 16 6,220 a7 1,71,092
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(B.)
STATEMENT of ExrorTs from the Punjub into Lek during the Year 1867
Quantity in Maunds of 80 Ibs. Value Yalue.
Nomes of Articles. TotalL. in at
By Kulu. By Rampore. { By Cashmere. Punjab. Leh.
Mds. Srs. Mds. Srs. Mds. Srs. Mds. Srs. Rs. Rs.
Buzzazi, or cotton piece- 148 0 42 0 292 0 482 0 66,273 #4,150
goods.
Kiriana spices, &o. - - 413 o0 42 0 100 © 555 0 5,550 22,200
Lakhi, red goat skins - 209 O - - 141 o 350 0 14,000 | 21,875
Sugar - - - - 185 0 2 0 2 0 169 0 2,113 6,700
Tea (China), nearly sll 103 0O - - 24 0 127 © 12,700 | 20,480
green.
Presorves and medical 19 O - - 1 o0 20 0O 800 1,200
drugs.
Treacle - - - - 7 0 - - - - 7 0 26 210
Honey - - - - 10 0 - - 6 0 16 0 120 400
Turmerie - - - - 110 - - 1 o0 12 0 90 450
Shells (nakus) - - - | - - - - 2 0 2 0 50 250
Brocades - - - - - - - - 62 Thans, 62 Thans 3,100 4,340
Shells, \;owrees - - 1 0 - - - - 1 o0 10 20
Soap - - . - 1 12 - - - - 1 12 bt} 52
Indigo - - - - 6 -~ 2 0 1 0 9 0 1,080 1,140
Copper vessela - - 0 10 1 10 1 20 a o 180 240
Iron - - . - 14 © 4 0 y o 19 0 214 6u8
Tin - - - - - 2 0 - - - - 2 0 80 120
Kuchoor, a drug - - 4 0 - - - - 4 0 50 160
Haberdashery, needles - 0 16 - - - - 0 16 80 128
Otter skins - - 1 20 - - 0 20 2 0 80 320
Silver - - - - 0 24 - - 0 173 1 1) 3,300 3,300
Opiuvm - - - - 0 24 - - - - 0 24 144 —
Miscellaneous - - - 0 10 - - 10 0 1o 10 1,000 1,500
Conrsecotton cloth, Punjabi - - - - 18 © 16 - 1,600 2,000
Totar - - - 1,116 36 93 30 98 37y 1,809 233 1,01,678 | 1,72,433
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(€)

STATEMENT of ExrorTs from Lek to Yarkand and Chantang
dqring 1867.

Quentity in Maunds (80 1bs.) Vaulue

Numes of Articles. in

To Yurkand, | To Chentang, ToraL. Ledukh.

Mds. Srs. Mds. Srs. Mds. Srs. Rs.
Piece-goods - - - 271 0 70 O 341 0 59,075
Spices, &e. - - - 245 O 64 O 309 O 12,360
Goat skins - - - 200 0 30 0 239 0 14,937
Sugar - - - - a8 0 2 o0 70 0 2,800
y, soft - - - 92 o 4 0 13 0 390
Tea - - - - 12 4 . - 12 4 17,920
Preserves, drugs, &c. - 7 0 - - 7 0 420
Haberdashery, needles, &e. 10 0 2 0 12 0 1,800
Honey - - - 13 o 4 0 17 0 425
Safiron - - - - - 7 20 20 12,000
Otter skins - - - 2 0 1 0 3 o 480
Indigo - - - 14 0 6 0 20 0 3,200
Shoes - - - - 12 Pairs - - 12 Pairs 12
Silver - - - - - - 5 0 5 0 16,000
Miscellaneous - - - - 10 0 10 0 800
Dates, dried - - - - 0 0 300
Kuchur - - - 20 0 - - 20 0 1,160
Maject (red dye) - - - - 1 0 1 o0 20
Turmeric - - - 7 0 2 9 0 360
Fox skins - - - 1 16 - - .1 16 175
Pushmina, from Bulti - 25 Puirs 85 Puirs 110 Pairs 1,760
Kushmir chuddahs - 54 0 35 0 89 0 5,630
Brocude - - - 75 Thans 35 Thuns 110 Thans 7,700
Musk bags - - - 300 No. - - 300 No. 3,600
Kimokht, green leather - - - 15 Pieces 15 Pieces 22
Judwar - - - 1 o0 - - 1 0 1,600
Nuinde - - - - - 650 in No, 650 in No. 1,300
Currants, dry - - - - 15 0 15 0 195
Butter - - - - - 200 0 200 0 3,200
Apricots - - - - - 275 0 275 0 1,100
Guns - - - - 5 in No. 3 in No, 8 in No. 80
Pistols - - - 6 2 8 40
Tulwars - - - 5, 4, 92 72
Carpets - - - - - 15, 15, 150
Barley - - . - - 950 0 950 0 950
Buckwlcat - - - - - 830 0 850 0 1,062
ToTaL - - 961 20 2,533 20 3,495 0 1,63,396
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(D.)

STATEMENT of Exporrs from Lek to the Punjab during 1867,

Quantity in Maundas (80 lbs). Value
Names ot Articles. : - T Torar. at
i By Kullu. | By Rampore. By Casiere. Leb.
Mds. Srs.| Mds. Srs.| Mds. Srs.| Mds. Srs. Rs. a.
Bhuog - . - 552 0 137 ¢ 128 ¢ 817 0 |30,637 8
Turfani shawl- wool - - 13 o0 - - - - 13 o0 650 -
Silk, raw - - 1 24 - - - - 1 24 405 -
Hﬂndkerchxefs, sx]k - - 2 10 - - 8 30 o - 9,216 -
Numda - 114 in No. - - - - 114 ia No. 228 -
Chuddurs, Puahmmn, from 7 » - - - - 7 . 12 -
Bulti.
Woollen cloth, Ladakhi - | - - - - 3 Thans 3 Thans 15 -
Chowries, Yaks' taile - 18 in No. - - 6in No. 22 in No. 22 -
Carpets from Yarkend - | - - - - 12, 12, 120 -
Khotan, silk - - - - - - - 0 10 0 10 25 -
Gillir Putts, seaweed from 0 186 - - - - 0 18 5 -
China.
Coarse cloth, Russian - 1 Than - - - - 1 Than 5 -
Broadcloth, Russian - ) N - - - - 1, 80 -
Gold dust - - = | 100Tolas - - - - 100 Tolas 1,300 -
Silver ingots, kuras or | 14in No. - - - - 14 in No. 2,924 -
Yamoo.
Opium - -~ - - 12 0 - - - - 12 0 2,880 -
ToraL - - -| 661 10 137 0 ‘ 135 0 ‘ 633 10 | 48,024 8
(E.)

TRADE BETWEEN LADAEND AND CASHMERE.

STATEMENT of IsmPorTS into Lek from Cashmere and Bultistan.

NAMES. Quantity, Value at Leh. RemMaRKs.
Mds. Srs. Rs.
Saffron - - - - - 5 16 8,640 Chiefly intended for Yar-
kand and Chantang.

Rice - - - - - - 290 0 1,160 -~ ditto.
Quince seeds - - - - 1 10 20 - = Jditto.
Honey - - - - - 6 0 150 - - ditto,
Tobacco - - - - - 2 0 640 - - ditto.
Currents, dried - - - - 15 0 195 - - ditto.
Apricots , - -~ - - 250 0 1,000 ~ - ditto.
Butter - - - - - 175 0 2,800 - - ditto.
Pushmine, chudders, &o. - - 95 Thans 5,648 - - ditto.

. from Bultistan - - 68 ” 1,520 - - ditto,
Guns and Pistols - - . 16 in No. 105 - - ditto,
Swords -~ - = = - 6 0 48 - = ditto,
Stone vessels, Iskads - - - | 200 in No. 100 - - ditto.
Otter skins - - - - 0 16 64 -« ditto,
Shoes - - - - - 820 Pairs 820 - - Jditto,
Miscellaneous - - - - - - 332 - - ditto.

ToTar - « - - - 23,242
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Exports from Leh to Cashmere and Bultistan.

Namus. Quuantity. Value in Leh. REMARKS.
[
Mds. Srs. Rs.
Tea - - - - . - 100 0 16,000 Chicfly coming from Yar-
kand and Chantang.
Bhung - - - - - a o 300 - . ditto.
Pushm from Chantang and Yarkend 408 0 19,490 - - ditto.
Wool (sheep’s) - - - - 5 0 150 - - ditto,
Soda earth - - - . . 109 0 136 - - dl_tto.
Felts - . . - . . 340 in No. 680 - d!tto.
Chudders (Bulti) - - - 22 Pairs 352 - - ditto,
Carpets - - - - - 10 in No. 100 - ditto.
Borax . - - - - 7 0 140 - - d%no.
Miscellaneous - - - - - - 32 - - ditto.
ToTaL - - - - - 38,580
(No. 8.)

From Officiating Secretary to Government of India, Foreign Department, to Secretary
to Government of Punjab (No. 171), dated 14th February 1868,

I am directed to acknowledge vour No. 40~116, of the 27th January last, submitting a
report by Dr. Cayley, on special duty in Ladakh, and to state that his Excellency in
Council has perused these papers with much interest.

2. The remission of duties detailed in your 13th paragraph, so liberally made by his
Highness the Maharajah, doubtless deserves the commendation given by his Honour the
Lieutenant Governor. The acknowledgments of the Government of India for the fiscal
liberality evinced by his Highness have been conveyed by this office, in letter, No. 1160,
of the 29th November last.

3. The Governor General in Council concurs in the Lieutenant Governor’s views, as
given in your 14th paragraph, to the effect that the proposal for reduction of rates to
24 per cent. ad velorem should not be pressed on the Maharajah’s attention.

4. The proposal in your 21st paragraph, to the effect that the condition of the Chang
Chenmo, Karakash, and Shyok routes should be urged on the consideration of his High-
ness's Government, is approved.

5. In regard to your 22nd paragraph respecting Khalukdar, I am to refer you to this
office letter, No. 109, of the 31st ultimo, adverting to this person.

6. The generally improved prospects of trade in these quarters is regarded with satis-
faction by the Government of India. The exertions by Dr. Cayley, made in the cause
of improvement, are fully appreciated. That officer will doubtless see the necessity of
using great moderation and caution in his dealings with the Native Government. It will
be in his recollection that at the outset he didl allow certain orders to be so worded as to
cause apprehension to the Maharajah’s Government. Every care must be taken to avoid
a repetition of any such proceedings. Dr. Cayley will do well to represent to the proper
oﬂici_al whatever may be noteworthy. Even this, however, must be done in judicious and
considerate terms, avoiding anything that can unnecessarily give offence. Further,
Dr. Cayley must see that his ministerial officers, moonshees, and others, do not insert into
veyna_cular proceedings any phrases that could in the least degree run counter to the
principles above laid down. Lastly, while reporting officially to his own Government,
Dr, Cayley,.while fully stating what he believes to be the truth, must yet do so in guarded
and well-weighed expressions, especially in matters reflecting at all on the Native éovern-
ment. Some thought for these points is necessary, not only out of consideration to our
Native ally, but also for the success of the mission,

7. Lam to request that the fullest assurance may be given to the Maharajah on the
part of the Punjub Government and of the Government of India that no interference
whatever, direct or indirect, with his Highness’s sovereign rights is contemplated by
Dr. Cayley’s friendly deputation to Ladakﬁ.
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(Political.—No. 75.)

The Secretary of State for India to the Governor Geoeral of India in
Council.
India Office, 7 May 1868.
1. I HavE read, with much interest, the correspondence enclosed in the letter
of your Excellency’s Government, in the Foreign Department, No. 35, of the
4th of March, and especially the valuable report of Dr. Cayley, relating to his
proceedings in Ladakh during the past season.

2. Dr. Cayley appears to have conducted the business of the commercial
mission with much zeal, energy, and ability. I fully concur in the caution
which your Excellency has thought it right to give lim as to the importance of
moderation in his communications with the Native Government of Cashmere.

3. Your Excellency will have perceived that the instructions contained in
your Secretary's Letter, No. 171, of the 14th of February last to the Govern-
ment of the Punjab, are entirely in accordance with the sentiments expressed in
my Despatches, Nos. 21 and 22,* of the 15th of thut month, relating to Dr.
Cayley’s proceedings. In refusing your sanction to any pressure being put
upon the Maharajah to decree any further reduetion of rates of duty (i. e. to
2} per cent. ad valorem), vour Excellency acted with sound discretion, ‘the
fiscal liberality evinced by his Highness ™ having already inet with an expression
of your gratification, and his conduct throughout these transactions, which must
necessarily have been vexatious to him, having evinced as much enlightenmnent
and good feeling as it was reasonable to expect.

I have, &ec.
(signed) Stafford H. Northcote.

{Revenue Department.-~No. 528-263.)

From 7' H. Thornton, Esq., Secretary to Government, Punjab and its Depen-
dencies, to C. U. Aitchison, Esq., Officiating Secretary to Government of
India, Foreign Department ; dated Lahore, 13th July 1868.

I HavE now the honour to reply to your letter No. 47, of the 27th
Jaunuary 1865, regarding the progress made in tea culture, &c., in the Kangra
Valley.

2. T am desired to state that a reply has been deferred till now, as matters
have been in more or less of a transition state in respect to the points therein
referred to; but a memorandum on the subject, dated Lst February last, from
the Commissioner, Mr. Forsyth, with enclosures, is now forwarded for submission
to the Supreme Government; and the Lieutenant Governor trusts they will be
found to supply full information in regard to the progress made during the past
two years in the Kangra Valley generally.

3. These papers, I am to explain, would have been forwarded earlier, but
that the Deputy Commissioner subsequently intimated that the statement of
lands held by tea-planters had been found to be not strictly correct. A revised
one had been called for, which has not yet beeam received ; but the return in-
closed is, in His Honour's opinion, sufficiently correct to convey a practically true
impression of the state of matters at present. A register of such lands is now
regularly maintained, as enjoined by the Supreme Government.

4. The two points on which information was specially called for in the third
paragraph of your letter were,—1. the feasibility of establishing a local
treasury for the use of the planters; 2. the establishment of a British agent at
Ladakh. The latter measure has, as the Government is aware, been fully carried
out, and with every prospect of very great benefits resulting to the tea trade of
the valley. The former, however, His Honour regrets, has not yet becorae prac-
ticable, not only, as assumed by Mr. Forsyth, on account of the expense it wpuld
involve, but more especially because of the strong objections now very wisely
entertained to increasing the number of small treasuries. But should Palam-
pore hereafter advance in importance, so as to render it worthy of being ren-
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dered the head quarters of a Tehsil, it may, His Honoul_- thinks, be found prac-
ticable, and even expedient, to transfer the Tehsil to this place from Kangra, as
it is tolerably centrical with reference to all the richest and most populous por-
tions ol the Kangra Tehsil ; and the Lieutenant Governor ponmders that this is
by no means unlikely, seeing how rapidly Palampo::e has hitherto progressed, as
during his recent visit His Honour was much surprised to find a large and busy
bazaar established at a spot which, five years ago, was under forest. Itappears,
moreover, to be of a permanent character, which he had not expected, the
business carried on in it being by no means limited to the season when mer-
chants from Tibetan Tartary are looked for. All this, I am to observe, has
been the result of the deep interest taken by Mr. Forsyth in everything affecting
the welfarc of the Kangra Valley, and the great energy he has brought to bear
upon the subject.

5. It will be seen from the papers now transmi‘tted, that l)e§ides tea, cin-
chona, slates, and China grass, are likely to become important articles of export
from the Kangra Valley, and to afford scope, His Honour hopes, for the applica-
tion of European capital and enterprise.

6. The completion of a cart road throughout the entire bulk of the valley, of
which mention is made, cannot. His Honour thinks, but have a most important
effect in promoting the interests of all those engaged in developing'the resources
of the valley, and of the population generally ; and much attention has been
devoted to the project by this Government. The road has been planned and
is being executed by Lieutenant James Browne, Royal Engineers, an officer who
is, I am to state, admirably qualified for such a task. Nearly the whole of the
earthwork of the road has been completed throughout at gradients such as will
offer no obstacle whatever to traffic on laden carts, and numerous small bridges
and culverts have been completed, or are in progress. A brick-arch bridge of
140 feet span, the largest masonry span, His Honour believes, in India, has been
successfully completed by him over a stream named the Niggal, and another of
the same span is 1n progress over a second stream named the Barao. The com-
pletion of these two bridges will afford permanent cart communication between
the plantations and Kangra, whence carts, ekkas, and gigs, now reach Hoshiar-
pur in the plains. A timber-truss bridge of 220 feet span is also in progress
over the stream at Kotela, 12 miles from Noorpore; and by making scarps
at the other streams not yet bridged, cart communijcation during the dry
season with Pathankot will be opened immediately after the rains shall have
closed.

Cory of a MEMORANDUM from T D. Forsyth, Esq., Additional Financial Commissioner,
Punjab, to C. U. Aitchison, Esq., Officiating Secretary to Government, Punjab ; dated
1st February 1868.

1. THE Secretary to Government having called for a report on the progress made in the
Kangra Valley in connection with the subjects mentioned in Sir R. Montgomery’s minute
upon the state and prospects of tea planting, dated 13th December 1864, I submit the
f(ﬁ.lowing remarks :—

2. The accompanying statement, compiled in the Settlement Department, shows the
extent of land occupied by planters, European and Native.

3. The total area has not much increased since 1864, at least so far as regards European
plantations ; as the landed proprietors have exhibited a very decided aversion to parting
with an acre of ground, and all the eflorts of the Government officials to induce them to
do so have failed. It is not that the planters have behaved in any way calculated to give
offence to the people ; for it is a remarkable fact, of which these English settlers may feel
proud, that hitherto they have cecured the good will, and in many instances, the hearty
attachment, of the zemindars, who frequently flock to some of the planters to seek advice
and help in domestic trouble, or when involved in litigation.

4. The creation and maintenance of such a good understanding between settlers and the
old inhabitants is at the bottom of all future success ; with it, planters are able to obtain
manure for their fields, workmen for their plantations, and supplies for their table; with-
;)l:lt it,]{here is enough difficulty in the matter of labour alone to ruin all the plantations in

e valley.

5. As regards the difficulty in obtaining more land, it is perhaps as well that for the
prezent more settlers should not come into the valley until the facilities of communication
are such as to enable the proprietors to import labourers from other parts. I propose to
dwell on this subject before proceeding to notice the other points alluded to in Sir R.
Montgomery’s minute,

6. The
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6. The circumstances of the Kangra Rajpoots are well known to His Honour. They
are a proud race, diadaining to touch the plough, and thus they require to h ave a number
of labourers on their lands. But they do not object to the easy duty of looking after
plantations, and even manipulating the tea, and thus it Las come about that these high
caste rajpoots are much employed as oversecrs and superintendents in the factories, and
bring a number of labourers to work in the plantations. These men are av erse to guing
any great distance from their homes, and for the present are content to receive moderate
wages, viz., four rupees per mensem for common labourers.

But it requires the constant watchfulness of the authorities to prevent great injury
occurring by the sudden disturbances of the labour market.

7. Any great demand for labour, where the supply is limited and inelastic, is productive
of great inconvenience and loss to the planters. }Ehe gystem of forced labour for repairs
of roads has only just been put an end to; if, indeed, it has not entirely ceased. This was
a cerying evil,

8. Scarcely less gricvous to the planters was the system of competition which had sprung
up between the different departments of works; so that workmen who were cmpluyeﬁ
on one job would be enticed, by the offer of higher wages, to another work, and so on to
a third, till at last the rate of wages became quadrupled.

9. The case shortly stated stood thus : —The supply of labour being a fixed quantity, it was
very evident that, if the demand exceeded that supply, either the requisite labour should
be sought for elsewhere, or else some work must suffer. Unfortunately it has been once
or twice the case that the Government works, which being constructed for the good of the
people, may be considered of the utmost importance, have boen pushed forward by means
of raising the rates, and so drawing away the labourers from the plantations. The planters
very speedily made known this real grievance, which was at once remedied .

10. Thus this difficulty has been for the time satisfactorily arranged; and it is to be
hoped that ere long the completion of the new roads will release a large number of men
who are now compelled to act as porters, besides setting free all the workmen on the roads,
who will then have to seek their livelihood in the plantations and elsewhere.

11. It is not necessary to dwell upon the question of the manufacture or the quality of
the teas, as in all this no aid is sought from Government.

12. The next subject to be considered is, how to get the teas out of the plantations to
market, and which are the best markets.

1st. Regarding the construction of a road suitable for carts to the plains:

The Lieutenant Governor has sanctioned the construction of a broad road throughout
the length of the valley. The orders origineally were for it to commence from Noorpore,
but I believe his Honor has now been pleased to render it complete by commencing from
Pathankot, and throwing a bridge over the River Chukke, which is essential in order to
make the road fit for cart traffic throughout the year.

The entire length of road from Paﬁlan.kot to Baijnath is about 82 miles, of which the
portion between Noorpore and Palampore is now being taken in hand.

In order to give immediate relief to the planters, it was determined to open out the upper
part of the road first, and to connmect the tea plantations with the Dhurmeala and
Hoshiarpur cart road. With this in view, Lieutenant Browne, Executive Engineer in
charge, has commenced to throw bridges with brick arches over the Nigol and Baneir
streams, and it is reasonably expected that the planters will be able to send their teas to
the plains in carts, vi¢ Kangra and Hoshiarpur, next winter.

A more detailed report on the progress of this road will doubtless be called for through
the Engineer Department, if required.

13. The mext subject is the public buildings asked for and sanctioned by Sir Robert
Montgomery. These were a Rest House, Post Office, Dik Bungalow, and Dispensary ;
and it was proposed by the Lieutenant Governor to make the revenue collections of Kulu
and the sub-collectorate of Burwarneh available at Holta, if it could be done without
additional expense to the State.

These orders were commenced to be acted upon in 1866, when Major Cracroft, then
Deputy Commissioner, Kangra, first pointed out the site, which was approved by the

lanters, and has since become known as Palampore. Iis Honor, the Lieutenant Governor,
{:as sanctioned the erection of the buildings named in the margin, of which the Dik Bun-
galow, Circuit House and Post Office have been built, and the Dispensary and Tehsil are
in course of construction. The Police Station has been provisionally sanctioned, and will
be commenced so soon as funds are provided.

14. It is scarcely necessary to allude, in passing, to the advantages to the planters
arising from having a small market town in their neighbourhood where supplies can be
easily procured, and where a general rendevous is obtained.

15. The great inconvenience to which they were formerly subjected by having to go
several miles to the nearest market place, and the disadvantage and positive loss caused
by the frequent absence of their labourers and followers at the sub-collectorate at
Burwarneh, cause the planters to appreciate greatly the transfer of the Tehsil establishment
to Palampore.

16. It is said by some that therc hasbeen a slight enhancement of prices in consequence
of the fair and the influx of visitors to Palampore, but the majority of the planters look
upon this as a very small matter compared with the advantagesderived from the establish-
ment of a local market, and they have repeatedly expressed their gratitude for the cflorts
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which have been made to meet their wishes. It is only right that I should here make
known their high appreciation of the aid rendered to them by Major Cracroft whilst he
was Deputy Commissioner of the district.

17. With regard to the proposal tv make the revenue collections available at Palampore,
and the measures taken to accommodate planters in cashing bills and currency notes, it
was proposed to open a Sub-collectorate Treasury at Palampore, but this was objected
to on the ecore of expense. 1f, however, funds could be obtained—as perhaps they may
now be—by the abolition of any Tehsil treasuries throughout the province, I ‘would
decidedly advocate the establichment of a small treasury at Palanﬁ)ore. At present, the
arrangements made by me privately are for the agent of Seth Humeer Mull to open a
branch establishment at that place, and he transacts a very fair business in discounting
hoondees and cashing notes for the planters, whose yearly requirements come to about one
lakh. At one time it was suggested to them that they should club together and defray
the cost of extva establishment; but this met with no response, chiefly because they felt
disinclined to pay for Government establishments. They desire greatly to have a treasury
opened, for it would save them all the discount they now have to pay, and I advocate
compliance with their wishes, for the extra cost to the Imperial revenues would be
exceedingly small, and if I am right in my surmise regarding the abolition of some Tehsil
treasuries, it need be none at all, whereas the boon to the planters will be very great.

18. The establishment of a British agent at Ladakh, which was the last topic broached
by the planters to Sir R. Montgomery, opens out such a wide field for comment, and has
been so fully and frequently discussed, that I meed only remark here that the presence of
Dr. Cayley at Leh, and the reduction of duties in Ladakh, though tea was always exempt,
have given a great impetus to trade generally, and one direct result of the Palampore
fair has been to make traders from Yarkand and Cabool, and all parts acquainted with
the Kangra tea plantations, and already purchases have been made at good prices for
foreign markets, as well as for consumption in the Punjab, 'Thus it is hoped that a good,
if not the best, market for the planters may be found at their own door, and this is what
18 desired.

19. The following extracts from a report made by Major Paske on the Cinchona and
China grass plantations and on the slate quarries are given as relating to the enterprise of
British settlers in the Kangra Valley.

ExtraAcT (paras. 14, 15, and 16) from a LETTER, No. 16, dated 3 January 1868, from
Major E. Paske, Deputy Commissioner, Kangra, to Colonel R. Young, Officiating
Commissioner and Superintendent, Jullundhur Division.

Para. 14. 1 have again visited the plantation in November last, that is, within eight
months of my previous visit. Plants which I saw as young seedlings a few inches high
on the occasion of my first visit are now most of them healthy and promising young trees,
many of them three feet high. Burwarneh, which stands 3,198 feet above the level
of the sea, is evidently a very suitable altitude for the growth of the Cinchona: equally
suitable positions could be selected in numerous localities throughout the valley if only
the land could be secured. I recently observed a remark in a local pewspaper to the
effect that the Cinchona plant could only be reared as an exotic in the Kangra district.
But my visits to the Cinchona Company Plantation convince me that all the young trees
are as fresh, vigorous, and healthy as though they were indigenous to the soil. Mr.
M‘Kay informs me that his only difficulty is to secure sufficient land. All he has obtained
for the company® has been planted out; he has now a stock of young seedlings ready for
transplanting, which would cover 30 or 40 acres if only he could obtain the land.

15. In regard to China grass, I have recently submitted a report upon the introduction
and culture of this important fibre in the Kangra district. I may here briefly mention
that China grass has been introduced and successfully cultivated by Mr. J. Montgomery
on his estate at Ram Bagh, Kangra. From my visits to his plantation, I feel satisfied
that the plant might be cultivated with great success all over the valley; and, if only in
quantities sufficiently large for exportation to Europe, its cultivation and the manufacture
of the fibre will be attended with remunerative results.

16. Slate quarrying deserves some mention in this report,—operations in this branch of
trade having become very extensive owing to the introduction of LEuropean capital and
enterprise. An English company, with a large capital, farm the extensive quarries at
Kunnyara, six miles from Dhurmsala, The roofing slates produced from these quarries
are of excellent quality, and are used mot only throughont the district, but are largely
exported for buildings at Julinder, Umbazlla, and other stations. The demand for these
slates is increasing, and the company find difficulty in producing supplies rapidly enough
to meet requirements. The works are in charge of a professional engineer, and a tramway
is being constructed along the main gallery leading to the quarries. The company are
desirous that the Government should construct a cart road from Dhurmsala to the quar-
ries, and thereby facilitate the transport of slates required for public buildings. '

* Note by Mr. Forsyth.—There appears to be some error here, for the Return shows he has 252 acres, of
which only three are planted.
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STATEMENT of Laxps held in the KaNcRa DistrICT by TEA PLANTERS,
European and Native.

No. ProrrieToR. P‘““%‘a With | Not yet Planted. | Tora1.
Acres. r. p. Acres. r. p. Acres. r. p.
1 | Mr.Duf - . . . 975 2 4 150 8 20 526 1 26
2 | Mr. Taylor - - - . 26 0 0 2618 0 0 277 0 o
8 | Mr. Sparkes - - - 2 0 0 2 0 0 4 0 0
4 | Captain Firzgerald - - 149 0 0 L1864 0 O 1,918 0
5 | Dr. Crawford - - - 267 0 O 98 0 0 365 0 0
6 | Mr. MKay - - - - 0 o o 2 0 0 3/ 0 0
7 | Cinchona Company - - 3 0o o0 249 0 o0 252 0 0
8 | Nassau Tea Company - - 115 0o o 383 0 o0 498 0 0
9 | Kangra Valley Tea Company 304 o0 0O 46 0 o 70 0 0
10 | Ditto - ditto - - -l - - - 164 0 o 164 0 0
11 | Ditto - ditto - - - - - - 295 0 0 205 0 0
12 Mr. Brachey - - - 25 i} 66 0 0 91 0 0
13 Major Gordon -% - - 29 0 228 0 O 252 0 0
14 | Mr. Blewett - - - 2 0 188 0 0 190 o0 o
15 | Mr, Turnbull - - -1 - - 179 0 0 179 0 9
16 | Mr. Rogers - - 110 0 9 0 o 29 o 0
17 | Coptain Bott . - - 195 0 0 103 0 o 208 0 0
18 | Mr. Pomroy - . -] - - - 38 0 o 8 o0 o
19 | Government - . - 4 0 o - - - ¢ 0
20 | Ceptuin Batt and Mr, Lennox 161 o 0 106 o o 267 0 o0
21 - e e e e 7 0 0 18 0 o0 23 0
22 | Koolov Valley Tea Company 747 1 16 136 0 ¢ 883 1 1a
23 | Mr. Greig - - - - 2 0 2¢ 0 2 16 2 3 0
24 | Colonel Burpett - - - 72 2 17 a4 1 14 256 3 31
26 | Major White - - - 95 0 20 144 2 30 238 3 10
26 | Mr. Shaw - - - - 162 1 26 204 3 37 447 1 22
27 | Mr. Montgomery - - 14 0 14 3 2 2 17 8
28 | Major8grutt - - -| 570 o0 o 3 2 8 578 2 8
29 | Jyshee Rom - - - 142 1 20 105 1 15 247 2 85
30 | Salig Ram - -~ - - at o o | - - - a0 v
31 | Rajah Nadown - - - 43 0 1 0 4 0 0
82 | Wuzeer Gashaon - - - 181 0 5 0 136 o O
Grand Torar - -] 8,786 2 20 5123 2 8 8,910 0 28
ABSTRACT : _
Europenns - -~ - - | 3439 1 0 " 5012 0 39 | 8,451 1 3y
Natives - - - - 347 1 20 | 1 1 16 458 2 35
Granp Torar - - _3—,79_6_-7 20 . 5128 2 8 8,610 0 28
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From W. 8. Seton-Karr, Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign Depart-
ment, to the Secretary to the Government of Punjab (No. 249.); dated 10th August
1868.

I nave laid before the Viceroy and Governor General in Council your letter No.
528-623, dated 13th ultimo, and the report which accompanied it on the progress inade in
tea culture in the Kangra Valley.

2, With regard to the question of labour, his Excellency in Council desires me to
observe that the labourer has the right to expect the best price he can obtain for his work,
and that nothing should be done to prevent the rise of wages in the natural way according
to the supply and demand of the market.

3. Concerning the proposed treasury at Palampore for the planters, the Governor
General in Council is of opinion that the first consideration is the general convenience of
the people and the fiscal arrangements of the country. To abolish local or tehsil trea-
suries, and so to force the people to go to a distance to pay in their instalments of revenue,
would, His Excellency in gouncil thinks, be a very questionable policy.

No. 67.—Revenue (Foreign). *

The Secretary of State for India to the Governor General of India
in Council.

India Office, 31st October 1868.

1. I mAvE considered in Council the Despatch from your Excellency in
Council, numbered 35, Foreign Revenue, and dated the 15th of August, with
which you forward a copy of the proceedings of the Government of the Punjab
on the progress made in tea culture in the Kangra Valley, and of your reply
to them.

2. These papers show a satisfactory progress in the establishment of tea
culture, and in commercial enterprise in the Kangra Valley. This progress
seems to be of a permanent character, and to extend to an important quar-
rying of slates, with the prospect of a considerable export trade in that
article, as well as in Cinchona and China grass, which products promise to
succeed in this region.

3. I concur with you in your observations on the demand for labour and
local treasuries.

4. These papers are highly creditable to the energetic superintendence of
Mr. Forsyth.

I have, &c.
(signed) Stafford H. Northcote.
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MEMORANDUM on RouTes from the Punias to EasrerN TurkesTan. By

T. D. Forsyth, Esq., c.n,, Commissioner and Superintendent, Julinder Division,
Punjab.

Tnk President of the Royal Geographical Society in his address at the last anniversary
meeting of the society has remarked on the grand and impaseable mountain region lying
between the Central Asiatic countries occupied by the Russians and our great empire of
India, and the complete separation of India from Eastern Turkestan.

Similar opinions regarding the “ impassable bulwark of the Himalayas and the mighty
barrier of the Kuen Lun, whose mountains rise like a wall 17,000 feet high, with
scarcely a crest or depression throughout the entire extent,” have been given forth by
writers at different times, but now they have received from the mouth of the learned
President the fiat of authority, as he refers for a confirmation of his opinion to an article
in the “ Edinburgh Review,” which he tells us was written by an efficient public servant
in India.

Now, if official information is to be quoted as the basis of opinions delivered ez cathedrd
by so important aﬁersonage aa the President of the Royal Geographical Society, it is
necessary that such information should be correct.

‘Whatever may be the opinion of writers at a distance, it is a fact well known to traders
and officials on the spot, who have given their attention to the subject, that the Hima-
layan range, so far from being impassable to traders or even armies, has been already
crossed by both, and abounds in easy routes hitherto perhaps but little frequented, owing
not to any insurmountable physical difficulties, but to political or fiscal opposition, and now
being opened to general traffic.

The most valuable information on the subject of routes to Central Asia hitherto put
forth is that contained in a letter and memorandum submitted by Captain Montgo-
merie, R.E., on the 20th July 1861, to the Punjab Government, and published in Mr.
Davies’ Report on Trade.

The whole paper is well worth perusal, but the following extracts are given for con-
venience sake bere: — .

¢ There are several routes from the Punjab to Eastern Turkestan, but three only are
ever likely to be available for traffic; the first is vi¢ Cashmere and Leh; the second vid
Mundi, Kulu, and Leh; the third vi¢ Simla, Garo, and Rudok. The Cashwmere route
is either direct vi¢ Skardo or by Ladak; the Mundi road starting from Noorpore,
Anmritsir, or Loodianah goes by Kulu, and the Simla route either vid Sooltanpore,
Kulu, and the Baralacha %’ass, or by the Parang La (Pass), or avoids Ladak altogether,
%aversing the Chinese territory, but all, except the latter, cross the Karakorum

2ss.”

The most direct route to Yarkand, taking the sea at Kurrachee as the starting point,
is that »iéd Mooltan, Jhelum, Cashmere, and Skardo, but as pointed out by Captain Mont-
gomerie, ‘it is not generally well adapted for traffic.” L .

« The next route, vid Jhelum, Cashmere, and Leh to Yarkand is, in Captain Mont-
gomerie’s opinion, ‘ not only the shortest but the best and cheapest route for traffic from
the sea to Eastern Turkestan.’ From Jhelum to Leh (Ladak), the route through the
mountains is better than any other that traverses the Himalayas; the road between the
plains and Leh crosses the Himalayan range by a very remarkable depression of only
11,300 feet, and none of the passes on it exceed 13,300 feet in height, and they are,
moreover, open for at least seven or eight months in the year, and could be crossed at
any season 1n fine weather. There is, moreover, between the plains and Lel but one
or at the most two halting places without a village in the vicinity, in iteelf a very great
advantage.”

The next route in use is that viéd Mundi and Kulu. . i

“ The greater part of the traffic between the Punjab, Leh, and Turkestan, is carried on
by this road, and after the road vié¢ Cashmere and Leh, it is decidedly the best route from
the Punjab to Eastern Turkestan, Yarkand, &c.; though the passes between the Chenab
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(Chandra Bagha) and the Indus are very high on this route, yet the slopes arc so easy
that there is but little difficulty in crossing. The route is open for about five or six months,
being nearly two months less than the Cashmere route. These are, moreover, nine or ten
marches over very elevated bleak mountain land without any villages. To the East of
the Baralacha, there is no route well adapted for traffic with Fastern Turkestan.”

Captain Montgomeric then gives the following comparative distances by the three
routes :—

1st.— Miles,
To Mooltan by river - - - - - - - 750
Thence to Jhelum by river - - - - - - 350
Jhelum to Kashmir - - - - - - - 192
Kashmir to Leh - - - - - - - - 256
) Total - - -| 1,548
2nd.—
To Mooltan - - - - - - - - 750
Thence to Lahore - - - - - - - 300
Lahore to Amvritsir - - - - - - - 35
Amritsir to Sealkote - - - - - - - 64
Scalkote to Cashmere - - - - - - - 195
Cashmere to Leh - - - - - - - - 256
Total - - -| 1,600
3rd,— »
As above to Amritsir - - - - - - - 1,085
Amritsir to Noorpore - - - - - - - 90
Noorpore to Mundi - - - - - - - 112
Mundi to Sooltanpore - - - - - - - 36
Sooltanpore to Leh - - - - - - - 287
Total - - - 1,610

Taking Amritsir as the starting point, Captain Montgomerie gives the distance to
Lel by the Cashmere route at 40 marches, or 515 miles, and by the Mundi route at
41 marches, or 525 miles, over a very much more difficult country.

But it was then pointed out that, owing to the heavy customs duties in Cashmere, the
Kulu route was most frequented. Captain Montgomerie then remarks that :

« Every endeavour should be made to improve the roads when a small outlay is likely
1o be effectnal ; and if possible camels should be taken as far as Kulu. The Cashmere road
offers great facilities for allowing camels to pass, and a very small expenditure would be
sufficient to make the present road passable for camels. The double-humped camel has
been brought to Leh scveral times, and it is capable of carrying burdens over the highest
passes. Ladakh itself offers but few obstacles to the passage of camels.”

According to the state of affairs as represented by Captain Montgomerie, Leh, the
capital of Ladak, was the point farthest north to which he carried his comparison of
routes, that place being the great market for exchange of goods between Central Asia
and Hindoostan. And as is clearly shown by him, the choice lay between the route
from Auwvitsiv viz Cashmere to Leh, and that »id Mundi-Kulu to Leh, the difference
between these two routes being one march or 10 miles in favour of Cashmere in actual
distance, besides crossing lower passes, and being open for many more months in the
year. Moreover, it was then the case that camels could be taken for 15 marches along
the Cashmere route, and only 10 marches along the Kulu route.

But since 1861 great chanées have taken place, and it is proposed now to consider the
comparative merits of the different routes to Yarkand.

Taking Leh as still the great entrepit of Central Asian commerce, though it will be
shown hereafter that this is likely to be changed, we may view the improvement made
on each line.

When Captain Montgomerie wrote, there was no Monltan and Lahore Railway, and his
calculation of distances by water will have to be set aside.

‘We may take Awnritsir as our starting point, that being the chief emporium of trade,
and we know that the Maharajah of Cashmere desires all trade to pass by Jamoo, and
will give every fadility to traders by that line. The road from Jamoo over the Bunuhal
Pass to Cashmere is not so easy as that by Jhelum, though the pass to be crossed is lower.
In a few years’ time the railroad to Rawul Pindee will be opened, and possibly this may
cause some alteration in the point at which Cashmere is entered. As the Maharajah has
lowered his duties, and perhaps ere long may abolish transit duties, it may he taken for
granted that in a few years’ time fiscal conaiderations will have no weight in determining
the line taken by traders. :

It may safely be predicted that there will 'be a vast increase of trade along this lixe,

: and




TRADE OF INDIA WITH EASTERN TURKESTAN, &c. 35

and perhaps the greater advantages of the Cashmere youte with its frequent vi
induce merchants to take that line in preference to anether shorter one.q tlages may

As our object is to extend trade without obtaining any monopoly er preferenee for any
one route, every improvement made or facility offeved by the Mahamjah will be welcomed
as proving the 1dentity of his interesta with ours,

Ve may now review the improvement made or contemplated on the Kulu Lige.

In the first place, a cart road i under eonstruction throughout the whole length of the
Kangra valley. At present it is only to extend to Palampore, but Wuzeer Goahaon, the
energetic rime Minister of Mundi, is anxious to continue the road to the salt mines at
Gumar, and this work, it is hoped, may be completed in a few years.

Gumar ie 16 marches from Arnoritsir.

As the Rawul Pindee railroad has been mentioned, it is only fair to take into considera-
tion the possibility of a railroad to Pathankot, the project for which is already under the
consideration of the Government.

Fron Gumar a new road over the Bubboo Pass has been made to Sooltanpore-Kullu
through Mundi territory, thus saving one march of 15 miles. The road was originally
intended only for mules, but the gradient ia 20 easy that there will be no difficulty in taking
caniels over it when it has been properly widened. Once in Kulu camels ean travel with
perfect case up the Beas valley as far as Pulchan, the foot of the Rotang Pass, a distance
of 23 marches from Amritsir,

From Pulchan to Leh, the road is paesable for laden mules, and that portion threugh
Liahoul is being improved with slender funds placed at the district officer’s disposal. Sup-
plies are collected at every stage, and serais are being built at the most desolate halting
places in: British territory.

.. Thus instead of the Cashmere route being 10 miles shorter as formerly, itis now five miles
longer, and instead of camels going 15 marches on the Cashmere route, and only 10 on the
Kulu reed, they will be able to go 23 marches on the latter road, or otill better, earts
can be taken for 16 marehes to Gumar.

At present the rates of carriage hire are considerably lower by Cuslunere than by Kauly,
a difference of 7 rupees or 14 5. per horse load being in favour of the former road.

This is owing chiefly to the eaceptionally high rates charged in Lahoul, arising out of
the physical diffieulties which formerly existed, but are now being removed.

Formerly no laden animals could cross the Rotang Pass, and merchandize had to be
transported on men's backs. When the trader reached Lahoul, he tound himself at the
mercy of the inhabitants, who fixed their own terms for the hire of cattle, and often
subjected the traders to great annoyanee. To such a degree did they carry their annoyance
that ever since the road has been made passable for animals, they have tried to assert their
right to the monopoly of carriage, and in many ways caused inconvenience to merchants.

Arrangements have now been made for increasing the supply of carriage i Lahoul,
and traders have been informed that no monopoly of carriage is allowable. Bat though
improvements have been made on this road, there is still much left to be done, if we would
sce trade flowing throughout the line without any interruption. When the trade shall
have acquired sufficient importance, if it be considered not to have attained that point
already, it may be hoped that a proper staff’ of engineers may be appointed with suitable
funds to render the small piece of road from the Rotang to the Lingti, a distance of 10
marches, as feasible for traffic as the Hindoostan and Tibet road has been made. At the
outaide, the whole cost could not exceed half a lakh of rupees.

From Lingti, the boundary of British territory, to Leh, the road passes over two easy
sloping passes, 17,000 feet high, and crosses a large level plain. The road is perfectly
practicable for laden animals, iut would be of course improved if labour were applied to
it every year.

But we may now consider the effect produced on the difterent routes by opening out the
line between Yarkand and Leh by the Changchungmeo valley, by which the Karakorum
Pasges are avoided. .

Regarding the advantages of this route over all others, we have not only the testimony
of Mohamed Amin, guide to Adolphe Schlagentweit, as also of Mr. Johnson, but this year
the road has been thoroughly examined and reported on by Dr. Cayley, who has satisfied
himself that as far as the head of the Karakash river, there is no obstacle whatever to the
passage of camels and laden animals of all descriptions. From the Karakash to Yarkand,
no difficulties exist, and at a meeting of traders held in Leh in September last, the traders
expressed an unanimous desire to see this route brought into general use. The Yarkand
Vakeel, who was at the time in Leh, on his return to his own country, not only expressed
his concurrence, but is now on his way to Yarkand by that route.

Why a road so free from difficulties should have remained closed so long, and why
merchants should have been compelled to take the distressing and difficult route of the
Karakorum has not been satisfactorily explained, but we may Txopc that in future it will
be abandoned. And in any case we have established the fact beyond all controversy that
the statement regarding the Kuen Lun range rising like a wull to separate Hindoostan
from Turkestan without any depression is quite a fiction.

With the prospect then before us, of seeing this route opened to general traffic, I have
just travelled over Ladakh to ascertain whether shorter routes to T"Imdoostnn cannot be
found than that which passes through Leh. .

Starting from Leh, the road to the Changehungmo Procceds along the 'be_d of the Indus
in a south-easterly direction for two marches to Chimray, and then striking northwards
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across the Changla Pass, 17,040 feet high, takes an easterly direction along the Jankse
valley to the Pangong Lake, six marches from Leh, where it enters soon afterwards to the
Changchungmo valley.

Now, a glance at the map will show that traders from Hindoostan coming by the
Mundi-Kuqu route* would reach the Changchungmo and Leh route at Marsalung,
opposite to Chimray. But unless the object of the traders were to go to Leh for the sake
of changing carriage, or for other purposes, I have ascertained, by personal examination,
that 2 much shorter and remarkably easy route can be taken from the Pangong Lake to
the Lingti (Lahoul).

This routet starts along the south bank of the Pangong Lake for 12 or 14 miles, and
then passes over broad undulating plains to the Indus, along which it runs for about 15
miles, till the village of Modh is reached, at the end of the fourth march. A still shorter
route to Modh from Shushul, over an easy pass, is indicated by Mohammed Amin, as
being passable for ponics.}

From Modh the new route would cross the Indus, and reach the south of the Tsho Morari
Lake in three marches. Thus far the road from Yarkand is perfectly practicable for
camels; grass, fuel, and water are to be found at every stage south of the Changchungino,
and north of that line we have Dr. Cayley’s authority that at only one or at the most two
stages are grass and fuel difficult to be procured.

From the south of the Tsho Moraii Lake the road would proceed westwards to the
Pankpo Pass, not yet visited by me, but reported by the inhabitants of Rupshu and by
traders who have crossed it to be very easy, and with a little expenditure of money and
labour it might be rendered completely passable for all animals.|

Across the Pankpo, the road would be taken along the banks of the River Tsrap or
Cherap for one march till it joined the Kulu and Leh road at Lingti. This road from
the Tsho Morari is even now used for traffic at certain seasons of the year.

By this route two high passes and five marches are saved between Lahoul, the extremity
of British territory, and the Changchungmo, and as merchants desire, as evinced this year
at Leh, to trade direct with Yarkand, this route will be found most advantageous and
cheap.

Af present the cost of hiring a horse to carry goods from Amritsir to Yarkand is 72
to 75 rupees.§ Now, when camels can travel as far as Pulchan, the foot of the Rotang
on the south side, and as far as Kiangdong, south of the Tsho Morari on the north side
coming from Yarkand, there will be only 14 marches left for goods to be transported on
ponies or yaks, even if the interests of the traders are not sufficiently important to justify
the completion of the whole road throughout for camel traffic. The cost of freight may
then be calculated as follows: s

Hire of camel to Pulchan, 23 marches - - - - - 12
Hire of pony and porters to Tsho Morari, 14 marches - -1 14
Hire of camel to Yarkand from Tsho Morari, 30 marches - -] 12

Rs. | 38

i. e., 38 rupees for four maunds, instead of 72 rupees for three maunds, as at present.

Theee rates, however, are conjectural ; the hire of a camel in the plains of Hindoostan
is not more than eight rupees per mensem for a load of six maunds, whereas here the
calculation is at the rate of 12 to 16 rupees per mensem for four maunds.

It may be at once objected that the idea of camels being found for hire at the
Tsho Morari or in Kulu is quite absurd, and looking at the present state of things, it
would be of course out of the question. But all these proposals presuppose the establish-
ment of commercial relations between IHindoostan and Central Asia on a proper footing,
when it will be easy to arrange that the caravans from both ends shall ineet and exchange
their carriage.

At

| Since writing the above, I have perused Captoin, now Major General, Cunningham’s report on the
boundaries between Ladek and British territory, and find that 21 yenrs ago he advocated opening out this
same toute. I give the following cxtract from his report :—* As there wus a weil-trodden foot-path up
the left bank of the Cherpa (or Tsrap), and os the Lnllxoulees who were with us stoutly denied ull know-
ledge of it, it seemed certain that this must be one of the principal routes used by the smugglers of shawl
wool between Rudok and Lahoul. As we could obtain no information regarding this route, we determined
to despatch a trustworthy party up the Cherpa, who should rejoin us at the Chomourire Luke, ns we had
little doubt that the route would end on the southern end of the Lnke. On their return, the party re-
ported that they had found a bridge five miles above the junction, and that the pathway was perfectly
practicuble even for laden animals, with the exception of an extensive landslip near the head of the Cherpa
river, Scverul traders’ or shepherds’ encampnients were noticed on this route, where both grass and fuel
were procurable in the neighbourhood of the river. They described the pass at the head of the river as
being so easy that with a hittle labour it might be readily made into a very good one. Ifrom thence, after
8 short descent, the route ran over stony alluvial flats along one of the feeders of the Para river, und over a
low pass to the southern end of the Chomourire Lake, as we had anticipated. A glance at the map will show
that this route leuds directly from the shawl countries of Rudok and Gardok, vid Hanle and the Para and
the Cherpa rivers to the Lahoul boundary at Phalang danda, Were this route to be opened by the British
Government, and a few Dhiurmsulas or travellers’ houses built at convenient distances, our traders in shawl
wool from Noorpoor and Rampoor would be saved tlie heavy duties which are now levied by the Maha-
rajah Golab Singl.”
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At present there is one objection to this line, that supplies of grain arc not to be had.
I“h.ls., however, is an evil easily ca) able of remedy. More grain ie grown in Ladakh and
Sflntl than suf!:ces for ‘tht_: wants of the inhabitants, and this year, owing to the abolition
of the oppreesive restrictions formerly placed on the export of grain from Ladakh, a large
quantity has been taken to Rudok, in Chinese Tartary. Now, Rudok is much farther
than the Pangong or Tsho Morari, and there can be no’difficulty whatever in inducing the
exporters to take their grain to cither of these places, when once they are assured of a
good m'fn'ket. A very common objection whicL arises in men’s miunds, and often findy
.exgrepsmn in depreciation of the idea that any trade can flourish across these mountains,
is derived from the fact that such high passes” have to be crossed, such cold encountered,
and such hardships endured in marching for many days without coming in sight of villages.

But we are not writing for English merchants, who are accustomed to send their goods
by rail, and travel themselves in comfortable carringes. We have to deal with a nation
accustomed to all the hardships and fatigue of long caravan journeys. And as everything
goes by comparison, let us sce what is the state of trade in other parts ol Asia.

No one doubts the vitality of the trade between Bokhara and Russia, or between
Russia and China. Yet what is the description of the hardships undergone by merchants
on these routes ? I quote from Michell’s ¢ Travels in Central Asia,” page 489 :—

“ Overcoming in this manner the obstacles which the barbarous Asiatics place in the
way of the development of Russian trade, the natural impediments by which nature has
cut Russia off from that rich oasis watered by the Syr and Amu remain to be considered.
The chief obstruction is presented by a vast extent of barren steppes, traversed, however,
by five l;ln'incipal routes, vig., first, from Khive to Mangyshlak on the Caspian ; second,
from Khiva to the western shore of the Sea of Aral, towards Orenburg; third, from
Bokhara northwards to Orenburg ; fourth, from Tashkend along the eastern border of the
Kirghiz Steppe to Troitsk; fifth, to Petropaulovsk. Of these the first named is the
shortest, not exceeding 1,000 versts, but it passes through waterless regions infested by
pillaging Turkmen, and is for these and other reasons unfrequented. The second route,
which is 1,300 versts long, is open to much the same objections, and is therefore equally
neglected. The third road, that in ordinary use, leads from Orenburg to Orsk, 225 versts,
from thence to Fort No. 1 on the Syr Daria, 721 versts, offering a safe traversable road
for vehicles; further on, again, to the Yani Daria river, about 200 versts, and, lastly,
trends southwards through a completely waterless steppe for 300 versts, from whence to
Bokhara there remains a distance of about 200 versts, over sandy but less arid localities.
The whole distance from Orenburg to Bokhara is reckoned at 1,700 versts. From the
fortress of Orsk to Bokhara there are 40 stages, and as many from Troitsk to Tashkend.
Along this last route good pasture for cattle is found. Still better, however, is the road
from Tashkend to Petropaulovsk, which is throughout the whole distance passable for wheel
carriages, and though it extends across a barren steppe, wells are to be found along it.

¢¢ The length of this road is 1,600 versts, It is only lately that certain kinds oEf{' goods
are transported from Russia into the steppe as far even ns the banks of the Syr by means
of oxen and carts. The ordinary mode of carrying goods is on camels, which animals are
alone capable of supporting the want of water, or of drinking water of bad quality, while
they can also subsist on the prickly shrubs of the steppes. Goods are despatched by
caravans, and only at those seasons of the year when snow hurricanes in winter, and the
sultry heat and aridity of summer do not render the steppes impassable. Owing to these
circumstances, only two caravans pass between Bokhara and Orenburg during the year,
and the number of cattle and men forming the caravan is in proportion to the difficulties
to be encountered on the journey. The number of beasts of burden in the caravan is also
governed by the supply of water and pasture along the road. The route from Khiva to
the Caspian has been abandoned on account of the scarcity of water and pasture. Caravans
are from two to two and a half months performing the journey from Orenburg to Bokhara,
and vice versd. The cost of transporting goods is from five to fifteen roubles, or averaging
10 roubles; 1Z 10s. per camel carrying a load of 16 puds, or 576 pounds avoirdupois.
From Orenburg to Bokhara the price paid is 60 copecks per pud, or 5s. 8 d. per cwt.”

The following description of the extraordinary route by which tea is conveyed to
Russia from China is taken from Mr. Lumley’s report :—

« A considerable proportion of the tea destined for the Kiachta overland market is sent
direct from Hankow d[:)wn the Yang-tse-Kiang to Shanghae; some is also sent from
Foochow and Canton to Shanghae, but most of it is collected in the province of Fukien,
to the north-east of Canton, from whence it is despatched by land or water to Chuh-Chau,
Thence itis conveyed by cooclies, in the manner described by Fortune, over the mountains
to Kiu-Chan. Here the tea is loaded in small boats, taking about 200 chests each; it is
then conveyed 40 versts down a stream into the Chen-tang, where it is re-loaded into
boats carrying 500 chests. Passing the town of Hangchau, the boats emerge into the
Yastern Sea, and coasting along reach the River Kisiang, up which they proceed to the
town of Shanghae. Here the tea is re-loaded into larger vessels, carrying as much as
1,500 chests, besides other goods. These vessels, after leaving Shanghae, proceed along
the coast to Tientsin, which place they reach, if the weather is favourable, in about
15 days.

¢ 'ﬁle tea is once more re-loaded at Tientsin into small boats taking about 200 chests,
which follow the windings of the stream Barboe, and reach Tienshai, about 22 versts from
Pekin, in the space of 10 days. From this point the tea is transported by land on camels
and in bullock carts to the frontier fortress Changkeakan or Kalgan at the great wall, a
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dista:ce of about 252 versts, and thence across the steppe or desert of Gobi, 1,382, to
Kiachta.

“ The transport of tea from Fukien to Kiachta occupies two or three mnonths, aceording
to circumstances.”

From Kiachta the winter route is by Selenginsk and Verkne Udinak, and across Lake
Baikal over the ice to Irkutsk, a journey of from seven to eight days.

This winter route is generally available from the middle of January to the middle of
Agiril. Luke Baikal is 350 miles long and 40 miles broad; there is occasionally great
difficulty in crossing it, in consequence of its surface being free from snow, as it is seldom
completely frozen till the snow-tall has ceased.

At Irkutsk, the capital of Eastern Siberia, part of the tea is retained for sale in that
Frovince, and of the January arrivals a portion 13 forwarded to the fair at Irbit. At this

air purchases are made for “Western Siberia, and for the (Governments of Perm, Kazan,
Archangel, Orenburg, Viatka, and Vologda. The tea despatched in February to Tomsk
generally remajns there during the spring, at which time the roads are impassable, and in
the month of May it is sent from Tomsk to Tiumen, partly by land but cgieﬂy by water,
that is to say, by the River Tom into the Ob, from the Ob into the Irkutsk, and thenece
into the Fara, by which stream it reaches Tiumen about the latter end of June. Krom
Tiumen the tea is conveyed by land tu Perm, a journey of about 12 daya; here it is
loaded into craft on the Kama, down which river it 18 carried into the Volga at Kazan,
and thence up the Volga to Nijni Novgorod, which place it reaches about the end of July.
Nijni Novgorod is now connected with Moscow by railway, ajourney for passengers of 17
hours, The transit from Kiachta to Nijni Novgorod often occupies six months, owing to the
delays occasioned by the ice on the rivers, but it is sometimes performed in half the time,

The distances by this route are as follows :

Versts.

From Kiachta to Irkutsk - - - - - - 557

s Irkutsk to Tomsk - - - - - -1 1,554

,» Tomsk to Tiumen - - - - - -1 1,768

5 Tiumen to Kazan - - - - - - 1,236

» XKazan to Moscow - - - - - - 821
ToraL - - - | 5,936=4,452 miles.

The distance from the tea-growing districts to Kiachta is reckoned at 500 versts,
making a total of 10,936 versts=7,921 miles, which the caravan tea has to traverse
before it reaches the Moscow market. )

We are told by Mr. Lumley, on the authority of General Kryvanowski, that, in ¢on-
sequeunce of the Tungani insurrection in Chinese (Eastern) Turkestan, and the trade
between China and Kashgar being stopped, Central Asia had to go without tea. Some
of the enterprising Tashkend merchants, however, ordered large supplies from the fair at
Irbit, a distance of 3,000 versts,

Now, from the foregoing extracts it will be seen that caravans are from two to two and
a balf months’ journey between Bokhara and Orenburg, and cross three large deserts.
Between Yarkand and Palampore, where the fair may e taken to correspond with that
at Orenburg, the journey by the route just indicated will take 55 days, and as caravans
would only pass during the summer months, when all the snow would have disappeared
from the passes traversed, no inconvenience from cold would be felt, and for the rest,
there is more water, fodder, and fuel to be found on this route than is to be had on the
Bokhara and Orenburg line. It has been said that the road over the Himalayas is only
traversable for a short time each year, but so also we find it to be the case on tﬁe Russian
line, and there is no reason why we should demand impossibilities for our route, or abandon
it because we cannot effect what is contrary to custom. .

The case as regards ten is still more vemarkable. From Kangra to Yarkand is only a
journey of two months, just about as long as the tea takes to reach Shanghae from the
Chinesc plantations; from Yarkand to Tashkend the journey taukes 20 days, and yet,
owing to our want of proper intercommunication with Russia, the merchants of Tashkend
had to get their tea wid Irbit, a distance of 5,000 miles, whereas they might have got it
direct from Kangra or Hindoostan, a distance of less than 1,000 miles.

A word too may be said on the subject of the great barrier which a mountain, 17,000
feet high, is supposed to offer to trade. Such a remark can only be made by a person
wholly unacquainted with the Himalayas. All who have travelled in these regions kmow
that, with the exception of the Rotang, the lowest pass of all, the other passes are
approached by long easy inclines over the Rotang ; a mule road has been made, and may
be satill further improved as the increase of traffic shall demand it.

Therc is no intention, in putting forward this paper, of endeavouring to create a
prepossession in favour of this Himalayan route over the more popular and easy route,
vid Affghunistan. But there is this one present advantage in favour of this mountain
line, that no hostile countries have to be crossed. As soon as Cashmere territory is left,
the caravans reach Yarkand, the ruler of which country would gladly enter into close
relations of friendship with us; and oniy a few days ago a letter from a tea planter
appeared in one of the Indian newspapers, lamenting that, although sucl excellent prices
were to be had for these teas if they could only reach the Russian fromtier, this was

impoasible
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impossible vié Affghanistan, owing to the present unsettled state of affai
abeence of all protection of British interests. Had the lndi:n tea plmwfk:’:)i?zfutﬁ:

route now pointed out, he might have sent off his teas, and realised the high profits which
he says await his grasp.

Briefly to summarise the improvements which have taken place si jes'
Report of 1863 was published. I')l‘hen the chicf obstacles to trm;l)e ?ersemt(l::: ]}g:v Dt?lr:i:ss
levied by the Maharajah of Caslmere at Leh and on the frontier of the Punjab, the {iifﬁcult
route over the Karakorum, and the insecurity of the road between Lch m’ul Yarkand ;
aleo the rugged and uninviting character of the road between the Punjul and Leh, vid
Mundi and Kulu. Still, with all these difficulties and restrictions, as remarked’ by
Captain Montgo_merie, from time immemorial therc has always been u trade between
Hindoostan and lastern Turkestan, and the wonder is not that the trade should have
diminished, but that it should still survive.

Since then we have seen the following improvements effected. The customs duties of
the Cashmere Government have been reduced to an uniforn rate of 5 per cent. ad valorem
and all obnoxious cesses and exactions have been abolished. The Maharajah has o ened
out the route through his territory, and by establishing fairs at Jamoo and Lech has
given great inducements to traders to frequent the Ladakh market.

It Las been satisfactorily shown that an easy, safe, and expeditious route free from
obstacles exists, and can be used at once, between Yarkand and £adnkh, and if a compdra-
tively trifling expense be incurred, this road can be continued over the Pankpo Pass to
British territory, and thus the passage of caravans between Hindoostan and Turkestan
will be accomplished with at least as much ease as can be performed by caravans between
Bokhara and Orenburg.

Further, we have in our favour the openly announced desire of the ruler and people of
Yarkend to trade with us, and their very urgent demand for tea, of which the ncarest
point of supply is reached much more quickly by the Mundi-Kulu route than by any
other. Seeing that the Kangra tea plantations are only 55 days distant from Yarkand,
where four rupees (eight shillings) per pound are readily given’ for inferior kinds of tea,
whereas Calcutta is the next nearest point for China teas to be procured for the Turkestan
market, it may be hoped that the Kangra planters will not be slow to avail themselves of
the advantages now offered them.

No mention has been made by Mr. Davies or Captain Montgomerie of the route to
Yarkand and Kashgar, from Peshawur vid ChitraF, which some writers suppose must
supersede all other lines. As this route passes through countries infested with fanatical
tribes always hostile tu, and at present in antagonism with, the British power, it may be
time enough for us to discuss the comparative merits of the different routes when they
are all equally open. But, in addition to the testimory of Mohamed Amin, who describes
the Chitral route as the casiest of all, excepe the Changchungmo, I may mention a fact
within my own cognisance. For several days on my journey to Leh I was accompanied
by two merchants, natives of Boneir, who told me that they had formerly traded by the
C};ﬁtral route, but last year, hearing in Yarkand of the facilities offered to traders by the
Ladakh route, they came that way. They are now returning by it, and said the superiority
of this line was so great that they should always adopt it henceforth,

21 September 1868. . Douglas Forsyth.

REPORT on the ROUTE to the KaraxasH RIVER vid the CHANGCHUNGMO VALLEY
and Pass.

I uavE the honour to submit the following report on the route to the Report on route from Ladakh to Eastern
Karakash river, vié the Chanchungmo Valley and Pass. ?{:;Eﬁﬁf.ﬁ:iChangchungmo, to the
1. My object in sravelling over this road was to ascertain if it is supetior or'otl.\er\vise, Object proposed to

for general purposes of traffic and communication, to the route by Nubra and the Karakorum bﬁ’:’ii‘ﬂltl;l r‘;}’tﬁx'
Pass. I had often heard the Changchungmo route described as practicable and easy, bug Ploriug tae foute.
at the same time there were conflicting accounts regarding it: sometimes 1t was said to be
unsuitable owing to absence of water and grass, and other objections were made against it
In former years there was undoubtedly a frequented road in that direction, as well as one
further east through Chanthang to Khotan; but for many years the Changchungmo route
has been alinost disused, and Chanthang is entively closed by the jealous exelusiveness of
the I’hassa Government. The former of these roads was taken by A. hcl\lagentwel‘t in
1857, and again by Mr. Johnson in his journey to Kho.tun three years ago; but the lga‘d
which I followed differs somewhat from that taken on either of the above occasions, and 1s
shorter and better supplied with both grass and water.
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2. I was accompanied on the journey by Kazi Kutab Din, the vakeel of the Maharajah of
Cashmere, and I was very glad that he should see and judge of the character of the routs
and be able to describe it to his own Government. I cannot help acknowledging the zea’l
and energy with which he entered upon the undertaking in spite of the most discouraging
reports, and the cheerfulness with which he bore the Iatigues and discomforts of the juurney,.
The Wazir of Ladakh, Ali Akbar Shah, gave every assistance in our preparations for the
journey.

3. In the following itinerary I have not given the exact marches we made either on going
or returning, as on the outward journey we were, owing to the ignorance of the guide, more
than once led astray from the proper route; and on the return, from a similar cause, we
woie iorced to take double marches as far as Chanuchungmo, as at the Karakash river I
discovered that our supplies of food had run short. WWhen we lelt our heuvy baggage in
Changchungmo valley, I ordered the servants and coolies to carry on with them provisions
for 14 days; but the guide, an old ** shikaree ” of great repute n these regions, assured
them that by the route he knew we should be back much more quickly, and they, without
my knowledge, only took on enough for 10 days. On this account we had to hurry back
at all speed, and met our fresh supplies only after the last morsel of food in camp had been
consumed. I have, however, described the exact line of road tuken on the return march,
but divided the stages into convenient distances, where at the same time water, grass, &c.
are procurable at the halting grounds.

4. Stage 1st, Lek to Tiksey, 12 miles.—An easy level road, first down the Leh valley,
then up the right bank of the Indus to the large village of likse.

2nd. T'iksey to Chimray, 16 miles.—Direction south-east, up the Indus, and then north-east
up the Chimray valley. Road good and nearly level. At Chimray is a large village ; just
opposite the entrance of the Chimray valley there is a good bridge on the Indus at Marsalung,
the second stage out of Léh on the main road from Léh to Lahoul and Kulu.

ard. Chimray to Zingrdl, 10 or 11 miles.—North-east up the Chimray valley through the
villages of Sakté and Chigar. The road is good but ascends considerably, There is no-
Eermanent village at Zingril (Zhing-ral means the *“field decayed or ruined.”) There is-
ere an old artificial lake and traces of former habitation and cultivation, but only
huts and tents occupied during summer by shepherds. Grass and fuel are plentiful.
From this place there are two passes over the range of mountains bounding the Indus
valley on the north (the Kailas or Gangri range) ; one, the Changld, goes over to Durgul
(Changld, eastern pass) ; the other, the Kayld (neck pass), leads direct to Tankse, and gives
half a day’s march. I returned by this pass: it is much higher than the other, being
18,400 feet, and though shorter, the ascent and dcscent are steep and stony, and it would
probably never become much used; it is now, however, often taken by the traders to and
from Rudok to save time. I would here observe that in the new Trigonometrical Survey
Map of Laddkh these two pusses, the Kayla and Changl4, are made to lead over from the
head of the Ugt valley further to the cast, and not from the Chimray valley, as is really the
case; this is an error very likely to mislead travellers. The pass at the head of the Ugd
valley, the Ugul4, is merely an almost unused foot-track, and leads over into another valley
far to the east.

ath, Zingral to Durgu.—About 18 miles over the Chang-la, direction north-east.

The road, which is much lrequented, leads by a very gradual ascent of about four miles
to the crest of the pass, which‘} estimate at about 17,000 feet high. The descent i easy
and gradual, down a valley which is at first a little stony, but soon becomes wide, smootb,
and grassy. After about 12 miles, the road turns east over a sandy alluvial spur to the
village of Durgu. The pass is excessively easy, and the road does not offer a single
difficulty.

sth. Durgu, through Tanksé to Muglib, 15 miles.—First south-east to Tantsé, seven
miles, where there is a village and Governmnent dep6t at which stores of all kinds, as flour,
barley, ghee, sheep, &c., can be procured ; then north-east for eight miles to Muglib, where
there is a small village, and wide grassy camping grounds. The road is good, and nearly
level, running along the stream, and generally over smooth lawn-like turf.

6th. Muglib to Lukung, 14 miles—First 12 wiles south-east, along a narrow and almost
level sandy ravine, to near the head of the Pangong lake ; the road then turns north over a
plain of deep sand for two miles to the small hamlet of Luking (Lukhiéng—the * fountain
%’od’s hollow,” or “fountain valley ). The ravine above Muglib evidently once drained the

angong lake. It widens out in several parts of its course, and contains three or four small
fresh-water lakes, which are fringed with grass, Along the sandy bed of the ravine, the
Myricaria elegans and a yellow honeysuckle grow in great luxuriance, and a beautiful
yellow-flowered Clematis is seen hanging in festoons from the rocks on either hand.

From Lukung a direct road runs south-east along the Pangong lake through Shushul

to the Indus, and then direct either by Rupshu to Lahoul, or by the Parang-li to Slj)Ei‘ti'
or
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nor traders passing between our provinces and Yarkand this route would save five or six
marches over the one round by Léh, and is everywhere easy.*

7Uh. Lukung, through Chugre to Linha, 13 miles—The rond first runs seven miles
north-east over some gravelly ridges, and up a grassy valley to Chugra, where there 1s a
larger camping and grazing ground of the Pangong shepherds and herdsmien, and which is
the last permanent residence in this direction; and then east up a gravelly valley for six
miles, to a prassy camping ground called Lungku (Lung-kha, ¢ valley snow ”) at the foot
of the Marsimik pass. The road is good, and the ascent very easy; wood, grass, and water
are plentiful. The word Chugra or Claga means “ washing place,” and there is a slightly
warm spring containing soda, which is much resorted to for the puipose of \vulshmg new
“ pattiis "—woollen cloth. Small trout abound in the stream. About two miles north-
east of Lukung, there is a grassy vailey, which is every year occupied by traders from
Chanthingz, who come in the summer with hundreds of sheep laden with wool, salt, &c.,
which they barter with the Ladakbis and others for grain, flour, cotton goods, and other
articles, These men are called Chak-pa (Chagpa—* cut-throats”), und come (rom
Maching, a district about one month’s journey to the eastward ; they were formerly a race
of Tartar robbers, but have been forced by the L’hassa government into following the
more harmless occupation of trade.

8th. Lungha, over the Marsimik Pass to Gunle, about 18 miles.—First nearly cast for
about five miles to the toE of the pass, which is nearly 19,000 feet high, but its ascent is
very casy and gradual. Frow 1he crest of the pass the road descends to the north down
a narrow valley for about 13 miles to Gunlé, passing through two camping grounds called
Rimdi (Ringdi, the “long valley”), and Pang-long (the ¢ grassy valley "), The descent
is very gradual, and quite easy lor laden horses, and a very little labour employed in clear-
ing away stones, &c., over two or three miles of the roughest part would make the road
quite pood. Fuel and grass are found almost everywhere.  Gunlé (¢ winter inclosure ™) is,
as its name implies, a winter residence resorted to by the Pangong shepherds.

9th. Gunlé to Gogra, about 20 miles—The road first runs north down the Gunlé stream
for seven miles to near Pamchalan on the Changchungmo iiver, then turns over a low
sandy spur, and runs east up the lelt bank of the Changchungmo river for about seven
miles ; it then crosses the stream by a ford, and continues north-east over a low niountain
ridge, lying in the bend of the river, to Gogra (the ““ garlic ground ), where there is a
wide level grassy camping ground covered with bushes of Myricaria. Gogra is situated in
the upper valley of the Changchungmo, a few miles above the acute bend that the river
takes in the middle part of its course. At Pamchalan, or Pamlan, as it is also called, there
is quite a jungle of Myricaria elegans, and abundance of pasture, and both this place and
Gogra are winter pasture grounds of the shepherds, The road is everywhere easy and
nearly level, but is rather heavy in places from deep sand and pebbly gravel.

The river at the crossing 1s about 100 yards wide, and is divided into three or four
channels ; it has a rapid stream, and when at its highest is about four feet deep. It runs
over a level, shingly, and not rocky bottom, which very much lessens the difficulty of
crossing. The water varies greatly in depth, not only at different seasons, but also at
different times of the day. It is always lowest in the morning, begins to rise about noon,
reaches its fieight shortly after nightfall, and sinks again by morning. The daily rise in
clear weather 1s from 12 to 18 inches, and is owing to tiie melting of the snow of the
previous day on the mountain near the head of the rniver. The river 13 fullest at the end of
May, and again from the middle of July to the middle of August. 1 crossed it twice on
foot, the second time on July 25th ; there was then about three feet of water in the deepest
part. [t presented no difficulty of any kind, and would never be any obstacle to traffic
like the Shyok river on the other route, as it is, I believe, always easily fordable in the fore-
noon. Two English travellers who crossed it about a fortnight later than I did, described
it as being a little deeper, but their baggage was carried over on yaks without damage.

There is another route, which continues eastward up the left bank of the Changchungmo
river to its bend at Kyim, and which was taken by Mr. Johnson in his journey to Khotan.
It is considerably longer than the one I followed, and as the river has to be crossed twice
within two miles, it is no saving in that respect.

10th. From Gogra the road crosses the northern bend of the Changchungmo river, and
runs north-east up the Changlung valley for about 16 miles to near the foot of the pass
over the range of mountains bounding the Changchungmo valley to the north.

The

* Nore.—The stages on these routes are as follows : —

é’ ﬁ:;"t:'"étluns ;f M““'}Easy level road along south ehore of the Pangong lake.

3 and 4. Shushal over a low pass to the Indus nt Chumathang. There are also fords and ferries

over the Indus at Mya and Niina, a few miles higher up.

5. Chumathang to Puga,
From Puga there are two routes, one leading by the Tsho Movari lake and Parangli (pass)
reaches Spiti in six marches. The pass is steep and high, but this route is now often fol-
lowed by the traders of Spiti and Bisahar coming to Léh. The other reaches Rupshu in two
marches from Puga, and there joins the main road from Kulu and Laboul to Ladikh at &
point seven marches distant from Kenlung in Lahoul.

384.
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The Changchungmo river from its source first runs east by south to & point a few miles
below Gogra and opposite Kyam ; it then turns due west, which course it retains to its
junction with the Shyok, so that the road crosses it twice. I found this lord lcss deep than
the first, and easier to cross. The water begins to rise about two hours earlier than at the
first, and atlains its height about suuset.  The path up the Changlung (* Eastern Valley )
was geuerally very easy over gravelly alluvial slopes, and the ascent very gradual. [u a few
places the road requires a hittle making to avoid frequently crossing the stream, which,
however, is not deep.  Seven miles above Gogra the Changlung valley widens out into g
flat basin, full of hot springs aund fountains, and six wiles above this it divides nto Lwo
ravines ; one, with the lurger stream coming down from the right or north-east, lcads over
a high (over 19,000 feet) and rather rough but perlectly easy pass to Nischu, uorth of the
range: we followed this road un the outward journey.  The other ravine from the left or
north-Ly-west leads over a much easicr pass, at least 1,000 feet lower than the other, and
with the most gradual easy ascent and descent. This second pass we di-covered on goiug,
and on our relurn came over it aud found the road wuch the shorter of the two as well as
better. At the junction of the two ravines is a lofty pyramidal mountain, scarped at the
base, where it displays regular strata of sandstone and slate rocks, dipping from each side
towards the centie, and meeting at nearly a right angle.  This makes a most unmistakable
land-mark. I had cairns of stones erected here and at many other places to mark the road,
and in this rainless climate they will last for ycars,

At the camping ground, and almost everywhere up the valley to within five or six
miles of the pase, [uel and grass were plentiful.

11th. From the head of the Changlung valley over the pass to Nischu, about 15 miles.—
The road at first ascends gradualiy for about mne wmiles in a northerly direction to the top
of ihe pass, then turns nearly east and descends gently along the banks of a small siream
for about six miles to its junction with another stream from the south-east. The latter
leads down from the high pass crossed by Mr. Johuson, and 1he valley at the juunction of
the two streams is called in his route maps Nischu (“ The two Waters "), This, as well as
nearly all the names of places beyond Changchungmo, are arbitrary, and quite unknown to
the peuple, even to those who have travelled through the country. The Tibetans have the
most fertile imaginations for inventing names, and with the exception ol a few well known
places they give new names on every fresh occasion that offers.

The route I have just described seems to be by far the shortest and easiest of those over
this range of mountains, and the pass much lower than any of the others. There is a pass
still further west, which was crossed by A. Schlagintweit, of whose journey | saw frequent
traces, but it is much higher and more difficuit. It is called Bao-la (“Cave Pass”), from
some caves in the ravine on the south side. This range of mountains is the eastern con-
tinuation of the Karakorum range. In the Niechu valley, for many miles down, there is
neither grass nor fuel, and, though water is plentiful, there is scarcely a trace ol vesetation
of any kind.

From this point the baggage yaks, and other unimals, were sent back to the other side of
the pass, as there was known to be = scarcity of pasture on a-head; one pony only was
taken on by the Vakil, and the baggare was carried by coolies.

I have thus far given the route n short stages, which can be changed at pleasure, as
camping-grounds exist almost everywhere, well supplied with grass and fuel, and the
marches can be lengthened or chortened to suit the convenience of the traveller.

12th. Nischu to a camping ground on the plain north of the Changchungmo range of
mountains, about 22 miles.—The road first runs north down the valley lor nine miles, then
turns north-by-west across a series of broud, flat, gravelly ridges for five more to the edge
of a wide level plain, in which the outermost ridge ends abruptly in a descent of 200
or 300 fect. This plain (called Zbang-ri-thang—*‘ Mountain Plain™) stretches far
away to the north, in which direction it is bounded, at a distance of about 20 miles, by a
range of rocky mountains almost bare of snow. Just before reaching the plain, the dry
clay bed of an old lake is crossed. Descending on to the plain, the road runs nearly due
north, making for a castle-like rocky eminence in the centre of the opposite range, and
after about cight miles meets with a chain of small fresh water pools and rills lying in a
long shallow hollow or tavine, which forms an excellent camping ground. The ravine has
a direction from west to east, and comes from the snowy ranges 1o the south and west. In
some seasons there is here a stream of water, which flows north-east into Tso-thang lake,
15 miles distant, If there is no water to be found here on the surface, it can, I believe,
always be got by digging down a few inches, as the ground here never dries up. Fuel is
abundant on the surface of the plain, but there is no grass; horses, however, eat the tufts
of Eurotia, which grow almost everywhere, and constitute the only food of the antelope in
these regions.

13th. From last encampment, nearly due north, across the plain to its northern edge, and
then down a ravine to ¢ camping ground near the centre of the opposite range of mountains ;
total distance about 23 miles.—'I'he road first lies nearly due north across the plain, over
sand and gravel, for about 12 miles, then crosses a wide flat-topped gravelly ridge some 300
or 400 feet high, and five miles across. This is the actual watershed of the range, and all
the valleys to the north run down by more or less tortuous course throngh a belt of rocky
mountains to a second large .plain lying 15 miles to the north-east. From the top of the
ridge just mentioned, any one of these ravines may be followed, and all contain water and
grass
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graes in some part of their course.  This range of rocky mountains runs in a geueral direc-
tion north-west to south-east, and about its cenire rise two remarkable lofty craggy
eminences, visible from a great distunce as they tower above all the others ucar them, and
between the two, over a low pass, lies the shortest route, as far as I could judge, though by
following the ravine, cither to the right or lcft of them, no pass has to be crossed. These
two eminences are from one to two miles apart, the more easterly hus somewhat the form
of a vast dome with a rugged broken surface, the other to the left looks like a square tower
with u small central peak or spire sixing out of a sloping conical base, conspicuous for the
red and purple rocks on its surface. Immediately alter leaving the Nischu valley, these
two peaks furm most conspicuous features in the landscape.

Alter crossing the ridge between the two, and turning over a low sandy spur to the rivht,
the voad turns north down a gorge through lofly cliffs of white quariz, rising in broken
peaks to a height of 1,000 ieet and upwards, and enters a verdant valley with the mountain
slopes green with grass, and a stream of clear water running down the centre, through turfy
banks carpeted with flowers.  Thie march may be divided by crossing the larze pluin in a
direction north-by-east to a large lake, called Tso-thang (“ Lake of the Plain’’), and cucamp-
ing on its margin, the water of the lake is somewhat brackish, hut quite potable; fuel is
found near it, but no grass. On our way out we encamped on the north side of this lake,
but returning, we left it six or seven miles to the east, and thus saved a wiareh.

14th. From the lust camp among the mountains, 12 miles north-west, to a pluace called
Thaldat.—The direction is first north-west over a low pass, then north down a wide sandy
valley, and lastly west, over a wide, low, gravelly spur, to the foot of a lofty pinnacle-like
erag, which terminates one of the spurs of 1he central range of mountains and overhangs a
second wide plain.  This plain, like the first, ¢xtends far away to the north and east, and
contains several salt lakes, and the surface is over a large extent covered with white saline
efflorc scence, in sonie places a foot and more in depth; on the east side of this rock is a
verdant grassy hollow, through which a small stream of clean sweet water runs north
towards the nearest salt lake, though, like all other streams in this region, it sinks into the
sandy soil before it reaches the open plain. Fuel is plentiful all round. Two wmiles beyond
this, und on the west side of (he same crag,. there is a second path of verdure, surrounding
a number ol springs and small ponds of intensely salt bitter water; one of them is, how-
ever, only brackish, and quite fit for drinking. = Both these places were called Thuldat by
the guide, and the name seeined well known to mauy of the coolies; it means, “ Ice, or
Snow Grouud,” and is so called from a lake of snow about a mile to the north, out in the
open plain. It is called Mupothang in the new survey map, but as this word has an objec-
tionable meaning in the Tibetan language, the name Thaldat, given by the coolies, and
which seemed well known, is far preferable.

From this place two roads may be taken ; one leads north-east, across the salt plain, to
the foot of the mountain on its noith side, and then over the Katai Diwan (pass), and
througli a valley among the mountains (o the Karakash. This route, which is described hv
Mr. Johinson in his published report, gives a distance of nearly 50 miles without fresh wu.cr,
and almost without grass; and the other route, which I followed, leads north-west along the
foot of the wountans to a pass at the west corner of the salt pluin, and then traverses a
third level plain to the valley at the head of the Karakash. [t is shorter than the other,
and grass, fuel, and water are plentiful about midway.

15. From T'haldat, 12 miles north-west along the side of the salt plain, then siz miles
over a low pass to a valley called by the coolies Patsalung.—The road at fir-t skirts the base,
of the range of mountains on the south-west side of the salt plain for 10 miles, then crosses
a wide sandy valley 1unning down from the westward to a swall patch of swampy ground
at the foot of a rocky spur, where fuel and water are procurable, and which foris a good
camping ground. T)ilxe water cannot always be obtained without digging below the suiface.
Frow this the road ascends gently up a ravine to the north-west, and crosses a low easy
pass 600 or 700 feet high, and descends by an equally gentle slope to Patsalung (the
“Soda Valley”), a valley opening out into the south end of a third large plain, which is in
great part covered with salt, and contuins threc or four salt lakes. At the lower part of
the vallev we found abundant fuel and water, and on the sides of the hills, leading up to the
pass, grass was plentiful.

16. From the last halting place 20 miles nearly due north to a camping ground in e wide
grassy valley called Lon-ding, about nine or 10 miles from the Kurahash river—~The road
at first turned north by west across a wide sandy valley, and along the base of a range of
mountains bounding the third salt plain® on its west side, then crossed tlle‘ plain to its
northern corner, and skirting the east side of a salt lake, entered the Lon-ding (“ Valley
Plain ), a broad, grassy valley, containing springs of fresh water, fuel, &e. in abundance.
There is unlimited pasturage for animals in and arouund this valley.  This march was rather
lieavy, owing to having to cross, for 10 or 12 miles, a surface of rough salt, into which the
feet sank at every step; much of this may, however, be avvided by skirting the siles of
the plain, and crossing at the narrowest part, about half way, where it is little over four

miles across; by this a few miles aie added to the length of the march. This stuge.lof
i 20 miles

* The route taken by A. Schalgintweit, in 1657, skirted the N.E. side of this plain, and that followed by
Mr. Johneon kept amongst the mountains to the N.E. without emerging on this plain at all.
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20 miles is the longest in the whole journey, without finding water, grass, or fuel on the
road.

17th. From the camp in Lon-ding to the Karakash river, nine or 10 miles,—First north
for five miles along the valley, then north-west by the dry bed of an old lake, and down a
rather steep sandy raviue, between banks of boulder alluvium, to the Karakesh, some 20
miles (rom its source,

"This river here runs in a gorge, 200 or 300 yards across, and divides into numerous
channels, running between beds of grass and flowers, with granite boulders strewn all
about; there are a few roofless huts on each side of the river, built by previous travellers,

From this point there is a well-known route down the Karakash river to Shadula, one o,
the halting places on the road to Yarkand by the Karakorum pass, and four or five marcheg
north of that pass, and eight or nine from Yarkund. I had with me three inen who had
been down the Karakash to Shadulu. The distance is aboutl five marches, and they all
described the road as level and easy, and afler the tirst march abounding in grass, fuel, &c.
Lower down, the valley contains thick jungle.

It is a much frequented pasture ground of the nomad shepherds of Yarkand and
Khotau. Mohamed Amin, who accompanied A. Schlagintweit in 1857, gives the same
description of it.

5. In the above route I have given the distance to the valley near the head of the Kara-
kach as 16 marches, but it can easily be reached in 12 or 13, and merchants with their
laden horses would seldom take longer, as they frequently go 25 and 30 miles a day. On
my return journey I reached Leh in 13 marches, walking the whole way, and crossed the
pass into the Changchungmo valley in five marches from the Karakash, the baggage being
carried all the time by coolies. This route, in fact, is not longer thau that by the Karakorum
I)ﬂ.SS.

6. In discussing the comparative merits of these two routes between Ladakh and
Yarkund, I will first point out some of the difficulties of the Karakorum road, that are
invariably compiained of by the truders and others who have traversed it, and compare them
with the worst obstacles to be encountered on the other.

1st. The pass over the Kailas range from Leh to Nubra.—There are two roads from Leh
one leading over the Kardong pass, which is 17,500 feet high, excessively steep and stony,
and has nearly 1,000 feet of steep glacier on the north side, and cannot be crossed by
laden horses. ~ All merchandise coming from Yarkand has consequently to be carvied over
on yaks, at considerable expense (two rupees is charged for each horse load), and involving
serious delay, from the merchandise being often detained Irom one to five weeks in Nubra
before carriage can be procured. Unladen horses even cross at great risk. The other
pass above Leh, the Sabu or Diger pass, though less steep and stony than the Kardong,
and free from glacier, is 100 feet hicher, is rough and difficult, and laden horses are seldom
taken across, whereas the Changli over the same Kailds range on the voad to Chang-
chungmo is lower than the Kardong pass, has no snow in summer, the ascent aud descent
are very gentle and ecasy, and laden horses cross it without the least risk or difficulty, and a very
little labour would rendcr it perfectly good for camels. It is by far the easiest pass across
this range of mountains north of the Tudus. I have now crossed five of the passcs over
this range, and the Changla was the only one fit for Jaden horses.

2nd. The Shyok river, which has to be crossed in Nubra district, is at some seasons
most formidable. The easiest ford is at Deskit, and when I crossed it, in August last year,
the water was nearly a mile broad: and as, owing to the force of the current, this had to
be crossed obliquely downwards, it doubled the actual extent of water. The river was
divided into three or four chaunels, and was, in some places, nearly four feet deep, with a
very rapid stream, so that the baggage could only be taken over on men’s shoulders, and
the passage of the river was difficult, and much more formidable than the Changchungmo
could ever be. The latter is little above 100 yards broad, seldom over three feet deep, and
never unfordable.

3rd. The range of mountains between the Nubra valley and Upper Shyok takes three
days to cross, and opposes two high passes, both very steep aud stony, and on one there is
a considerable extent of glacier, which is often both dangerous and difficult : whereas the
Marsimik pass, between Pangong and Changchungmo, though nearly 19,000 feet high, is
quite free from snow in sumimer, and the ascent and descent are very gradual and easy, and
its height is quite lost from being so little raised above the valley on each side; the next
pass leading out of Changchungmo to the north is still simpler, and one might vide over
both with perfect comfort without once having to dismount. Beyond this there is nothing
worthy the name of a pass.

ath. The Shyok river has again to be crossed at Sarsil (Sas4r), and though smaller than
in Nubra is deep and rapid, and often difficult. This year already the horse of one of the
Hajis with all his property has been carried away in the torrent.

5th. Between Sarsil and Shadula, five or six marches, there are two high passes, the
Karakorum and the Sukit Diwan, both very rough and stony, and no grass or fuel are
found over nearly the whole distance; on the other route, after the Changchungmo, the
only pass is a mere hill of 700 or 800 feet, and nearly the whole way from the Changchung-
mo to the Karakash, six easy marches, is over smooth level sand and gravel; water is

found
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found at the end of every stage ; fuel grows almost everywhere; and there are only three
stages without graes, and only two of these are successive ; so that in every way this route
contrasts most favourably with the Karakorum. None of these roads are very suitable for
cattle or sheep, as these animals require so much grass; but for horses, which ecat gram,
the Changchungmo offers no difficulties, as the merchants always carry with them a litile
barley for fodder.

7. The custom now is to take two spare horses for every laden animal, to carry grain
and fuel and allow for casualties ; and each year not less than 20 per cent. of the horses
die on the road from exhaustion and falling among the huge stones that strew the puth,
from avalanches, and from being lost in the torrents, It 1s pitiable to sec the state in
which most of the animals reach the journey’s end, and they are seldom able to march
again with less than six weeks’ or two months’ rest.  On account of these risks and diffi-
cultics the hire of a horse to carry a horse load (about 200 1bs.) ol goods between Leh and
Yarkand is nearly 50 rupees for little over 30 marches, or at the enormous rate of nearly
4 annas per pound. The above-mentioned losses are never likely to occur on the Chang-
chengmo route, as there are no difficult mountain passes, no dangerous torrents, no risks of
avalanches, and no such rough rocky paths.  With very little trouble and labour expended
on the first pass and in the Changehungmo valley (and [ am in hopes that the Cashmere
Government will do the little that is required for improving the road), camels might tra-
verse the whole road with the greatest ease. These ammals in Central Asia go over
much mare difficult ground, und the short-legged variety, which is accustomed to the rugged
barren mountain slopes ol the Pamir, is in common use in Yarkand, and a lew years ago a
caravan of these animals actually came over the Karakorum to Ladak; and [ hope there-
fore that in future years caravans of camels from Central Asia’ will be seen wending their
way along the sandy plains of the Tibetan Indus,

8. The Vakecl Kutub Din who went with me is fully alive 10 the merits of the route,
and his reports will, I hope, favourably influence his Highness the Maharaja and ¢ain his
assistauce in opening it out to trade. A little labour employed in a few of the roughest
places, a few simple stone huts erected in the most exposed spots, and a plentiful supply of
grain (such as is now kept at Sarsil) at the present Government depdt at Tankse, or still
better in Changechungmo, would remove the few difficulties the route offers. For many
years past this route has been so entirely disused, and merchants and others have got such
wild stories of its difficulties and dangers, mostly of a highly absurd nature, that they may
not readily take to if. The Yurkand Vakeel, Mahomed Nazar, has just returned by it,
and has written back from the Karakash to say that he found it very easy and reached’ the
Karakash with great comfort, and others will in all probability follow. I have heard too
that there was a more plentiful supply of water when the Vakil went than when I traversed
the road in July. My sole object in opening the road is to aflord a means of communica-
tion between Ladakh and the countries to the north by a way less difticult and dangerous
than the Karakorum, so (hat the immense expense of carriage may be diminished, and thus
one of the great obstacles to trade through these regions removed.

9. In my hurried journey, which only occupied a month, for I was anxious not to be
absent a day longer than necessary, in order that I might meet the Yarkandi merchants on
their first arrival at Leh, it was impossible to do more than make very superficial observa-
tions on the physical features of the country passed through; but the following slight
sketch of certain points may be of interest.

The Kailas range, which is crossed immediately after leaving the Indus valley, is almost
entirely composed of brittle granite, everywhere breaking up into a coarse sundy and
shingly débris under the influence of the atmosphere, moisture, &e. In the beginning of
July there was no snow on the south side, even up toa height of 19,000 leet, except in
patches and in sheltered situations ; on the north side the snow fields were lower, but the
continuous snow line was hardly below 19,000 feet.

After passing Tankse the road lies in a narrow valley, between two masses of lofty moun-
tains, that on: the south-east being chiefly composed of dark gray granite, and that on the
north of schistose rocks, veined in all directions with a tracing of while quartz, and nearer
the Pangong lake changing to limesione aud gueiss, and conspicuous for the alternate
strata of black and white rocks which crop out almost everywhere on the lofty precipitous
sides, This valley, a ravine, is hemmed in by lofty cliffs, which are often composed of very
white gneiss, and must formerly have been the bed of a river draining the great Pangong
lake, the water of which is now about 150 feet below the pass over which 1t once Hlowed.
Just above Tankse and perched on a narrow ledge of rock is a small gunpa or monastery,
the last met with in Ladakh in this direction.

The shores of the Pangong lake everywhere show traces of the water having once
reached high up the mountain sides, and in many places old beaches are very distinct. 'l'he
water is now extremely salt and bitter, but it was once probably fresh, as there are in many
glaces along its shores regular strata of shells 15 or 20 feet above the present surface.

found three kinds of shell, u Lyrmeud, a Planorbis, and a small Bivalve, the Cyclus.
These shells exist in myriads, and the two first are similac to the fresh water shells now
found in warmer parts of Ladakh. T observed also regular beds of vegetable matier in
strata scveral feet thick, and cousisting entirely of long leaves of a water plant similar to
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one now growing in fresh water streams in the ncighbourhood,  The only existing: animal

1 could find on the lake was a small shrimp-like crustacean of a reddish col:;‘:u-, The

Eeople of the nei%'hbourl!uud say that the water of the luke is sinking year by year, and
ave legends ol the district having once been very fertile and thickly populated ; lluw‘it is

little more than a sandy desert, aud three or four miserable huts at Lukung contuin all the

permanent inhabitauts. ;

The cham of mountains between Pangong and Clyangchuugmu is lofty, ranging from
19,000 to 21,000 feet, but the sides are everywhere sloping, and the ridues wide und round-
topped. They cousist almost entirely ol granite and other igneous rocks, The snow line
eveh on the north side is not much below 20,000 feet, except in sheltered aspects, There
was no snow on the pass (19,000 feet) even early in July, though in sheltered places large
fields of snow extended wuch lower down. Vegelation is scanty, but the valleys trvneral'Iy
have grass in abundance; und a Eurotia, with dry woody roots, which serve mlmﬁ'ubly for
fuel, 1s fonnd almost everywhere. T was rather early in the sewson for flowers, but many
Primule, Artemisic, Suzifrages and other plants common in Ladakh were just appearing ;
and pear Guni¢ 1 saw a large patch of a dwarl species of Eliagnus at a “height of over
17,000 fuet.

The Chavgehungmo valley is in its upper course wide and verdant, and is a recular
winter residence of Pangong shepherds and herdsmen. The valley, though 17,000 feet high, is
sheliered, and contains unlimited wood for fuel. Guulé, Pamchalan, and Gogra are all
winter camps. At Pamchaldn and Gogra are regular jungles of Myricaria elegans, the
bushes growing eight and ten feet high, with branches spreading wide enougl: to afford
shelter from the sun’s rays.

The hot springs up the Changlung valley deserve a few words of notice. Seven miles
above its junction with the Changchungmo this valley widens out into a small basin about
one quarter of a mile broad, and one mile long, full of hot springs and fountains, and the
surface of the ground covered with while saline matier, chiefly I believe borax, and other
soda salts, including common salt, but 1 have not yet l:een able to make a proper analysis,
The fountains ol liot water are most singular.  Inove place a boss of stalactite resembling an
animal’s head, projects out from the side of an overhanging rock, and from its mouth or
cenire a stream of hot water the size of one’s arm shoots out into the river below, with
such force that I was unable to hold a thermometer close to the mouth of this natural pipe.
In another place a mass of stalactite seven or eight feet high, stood in the middle of the
river, and [rom its summit two jets of hot water shot upwards lLike artificial fountains. The
temperature of the first spring wns 120° when the stream below was 45° F.  All about the
flat valley were small pools of warm water, fringed with luxuriant grass of a deep green
colour, und along the sides of the stream and among these pools innumerable minute jets
of hot water rose up the height of a few inches. Rocks of quartz, stalactite, and variegated
coloured clays and clay slates, assuming most fantastic forms, were scattered about among
the springs, and occasional patches of snow cccurred within a few feet of the hot water.
I noticed Brahminee ducks (¢ Casarca Rutile”), a diver and a species of snipe amongst
the Lot springs, There ave also hot springs at Kyam, where the Changchungmo river bends
round to the west.

The mountains north of Changehungmo ave the eastern continuation of the Karakorum
range. The main ridge is lofiy, and nearly all the passes are over 19,000 feet high, aund the
peaks 1,000 to 1,500 feet bigher, but the mountains are generally rounded with sloping
sides, so that the passes are very easy to cross. In July the snow on the northern face was
lying pretty generally as low as 18,000 feet, and in the sheltered aspects much lower.

The lowest pass, by which we 1eturned, was quite free from snow. The gpurs running
south fiom this range are at the lower parts chiefly composed- of unsiratified clays of
various colours, red, purple, and yelluw, mixed with stratified slate rocks; higher up the
rocks zre chiefly siates and sandsione, and the top of the ridge is granite, On the
north side of the range the mountains presented a very different appearance, being
everywhere broad and rounded, and rocks i situ scarcely anywhere visible, having, as it
were, melted away under antmospheric influences, and crumbled into heups ol sand slaty
shingle, Even the tops ol the highest peaks and ridges are covered with this débris of
the rocks beneatli, there being no water [orce to wash it away. Here and there cliffs
and pinnacles of sandstone or limestone project through this gmavelly covering.  The
valleys are broad and shallow, filled up apparently by the same débris, which is brought
down Ly the slowly melting snow, and are nowhere cut into deep channels and ravines,
as is generally the case in Ladakh.

North of this range is the first of he vast lake plains traversed in the route to the
Karokash, It is about 20 miles across, north and south, and much wider in the direction
east and west. It is bounded to the west by a lofty range of rugged mountains with
snow-clad peuks at a distance of 20 miles. The region to the west of this 1ange 18
totally unexplored, and no native seems ever to have visited it; but. | have litle doubt
that by a careful examination a much easier way could be discovered to Yarkand than
that by the Karakash. The mountains present deep gaps between the high peaks, so
that there must be low easy passes, and once across the range one comes into the waler-

shed of (he Yarkand river, along the course of which there is in all probability an easy route
to
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to Yarkand, or at least to the point where that river crosses the Karakorum route, north of
the pass of-that nume, Should such a route be found it would save the discomfort and
trouble of croesing the salt plaine, and most likvly prove the shortest and easiest way.

To the enstwurd the mountains are more distant, and generally appear lower, though
they present some very high <wowy peaks. The surface of the plain is zenerally a
coarse sundy clay, and gravel often covercd with salsolaceous plunts, chicfly a tufty Eurotia
with thick woody roots, which, even when quite fresh, burn very briskly, and are the only
fuel procurable.  This plant quite replaces the Tibetan furze called *“ Dama,” a species of
Caragana, which is lound unaer similur conditions in Rupshi, Spiti, &c., but seldom occurs
north of the Indus.  Were it not for this plaut these regions would be almost impassable
for want of fuel, It is called in Tibetan, ¢ Gapshen,” and there are two vavieties of the
plant, which is found in almost all situations, on the dry sandy plains and on the barren
wiountain slopes, between the Indus and the Karakash rivers,

Another plant of the umbelliferous order, an Aster, called by the natives “ Palu,” and
which is used Ly the Lamas for incense, is also found in many places in these regions, It
too grows in spreading tufls, and has dry woody roots, which burn well, but the roots are
too thin 10 be of much use for fuel.

A counsiderable extent of the surface of this plain is composed of a bed of fine larustrine
clay, sometimes rising in low cliffs and ridges, containing regular strata of dry water-weeds,
resembling thuse at Pangong lake. I could find, however, no traces of shells or fossils.
In this plain I saw two large lakes, one close to the northern edge, called Tso-thang—
before mentioned ; the other a few miles further south. There are also said to be some
larger lakes to the eastward. The level of the plain is about 17,000 feet above the sea.
Antelopes are seen in great abundance on the plain, and a few kyang (wild horse); they
feed on the young shoots of the Eurotia.

The ranges of mountain north of this plain are in great part composed of slate rocks, but
the lofty crazgy ridges in the centre are chiefly of limestone, sandstone, and quartz.
The spurs running down to the northwards are generally of cluy slate of variegated colours,
arranged in thin brittle flakes, and the straia much contorted. The suline springs and
-efflorescence seems to be almost always connected with this particular formation. In this
‘range are numerous antelope, kyang, and wild yak. T also observed traces of wolves. The
only birds I saw weie a few ravens and mountain finches, but I found the remains of a
-deserted eagle’s nest, which contained many hundred antelopes’ horns, several horse.’ shoes,
and other strange arlicles.

The second plain, north-east of this renge, is about 16,000 feet above the cea. It
stretches far away to the north-east and east, but is broken up by low ranges of hills. It

contains numerous salt lakes, and the surface is over a considerable extent deeply covered
with saline matter.

About a mile from the halting place called Thaldat is one of these lakes, the northern

art of which is all salt water; but the southern half forms a lake of frozen snow lying out

in the open plain, and nearly two miles from the nearest hills, which themselves were quite
bare of snow on the 15th July.

The suow lake was about two miles long,-one and a half broad, and eight or 10 feet deep,
with a few inches of clear water running below the snow. On crossing it, I could see in
the fissures and crevices that, a foot or two below the surface, the smow was frozen into
semi-transparent green ice, exactly resembling uiacier ice. It is, in fact, a glacier out in an
open plain, and not fed by snow mountains. I imagine that in winter an immense drift of
snow is heaped up against the hills to the south by driving north winds, and that this lake
or hollow is filled with such an accumulation that it does not melt in the short summer of
these regions, North-west of this plain, and separated from it by a range of mountains
which we crossed by a low pass, is a third plain of a similar character, also containing
several salt lakes. The mnorthern half is covered to a depth of several feet with saline
matter, soft, white, and powdery on the surface, but hard and crystalline below. The
surface is often rough like ihe waves of the sea, riging up in ridues of solid salt six and
eight feet high, and sinking into hollows of the same depth. With the alternoon winds
this salt was blown up in driving clouds, like dust-storms in the plains of India, which,

combined with the hot sun and cold dry air, were most irritating to the skin and eyes. The P

glare from the surface also was very trying, and produced effects like snow-blindness. I
observed the Tartar coolies make what to me was a novel use of their pigtails. They un-
plaited them, and tied them across their eyes, to protect them from the glare. This plain
continues uninterrupledly to the valley at the head of the Karakash, without any intervening
mountain range, though in the latest survey map* a ridge is made to cross it nearly i_xclldtlhe

: middle.

# The arrangement of these mountains in this map is incorrect. The dark ridge marked as running
nearly east and west in latitude 85°'38' and 34, and east longitude 79° 20/ to 30, does not exist in this
direction. This ridge in reality runs nearly due north, and separates the * salt lake' south of the “ encamp-
ment Karakash” (of mnp) from the larger “salt lake to the south-west ;_and in th.e situation that this
range is made to occupy in the map there is what I have described as the third salt plain, an immense level
expense, 20 miles long, north and south, and from five to 15 or 16 miles across in the opposite direction, and
containing four or five salt lakes. It is-separated by the range I have just noticed as lying nearly nosth
and south from the fourth salt plain,
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middle. West of this plain, but separated from it by a rugged wountain ridge, is a fourth
plain of like nature, and containing a large salt lake. Into this we were conducted by the
mistoke of the guide, who promised a short cut across the mountsin. On reaching the
fourth plain we discovered our error, and had to return over the intervening runge, and at
nightfall found ourselves on the side of the rough field of salt already mentioned, and had
to encamp without fuel or water, and consequently without food; the next worning had a
march of 10 miles over the salt before we reached water. The thermometer in the morning
stood at 4° F. or 28- below freczing point. At its northern extremity the third plain ends
in the Lunding valley, which, after four or five miles, suddenly dips down by a narrow,
sandy ravine, to the Kurakash river, which is here about 15,500 feet high. Its source is
in some glaciers and snow fields among high granite peaks to the north-east. These plains
have all evidently once been vast lakes, probably of fresh water, and draining into the
Karakash river,  On the sides of the surrounding hills, up to a height of 150 feet, are seen
old beacles rising in regular terraces, The mountains round are chiefly slaty, with peaks
of granite and other igneous rocks.

The mountains north of the Karakash are granite, exactly resembling the Lrittle granite
of Ladakh. South of the river slate rocks prevail. Over all these regions antelopes are
common, and near the Karakash I saw kyang, and traces of wild yak (Droug), also a few
hares, brahmini ducks, and a species of snipe. :

Over the salt plains there is little or no vegetation, except the Eurotia, and even this
does not grow where there is much salt ; but amongst the’ mountains, between the two first
plains, some Artemisie and the Eurotia were plentiful ; here, too, the slopes were clothed
with grass ( Carex), and many flowers, chiefly Primule, a Ranunculus and Sazifrage, and
a, very handsome yellow Ligularia grew along the sides of the springs. At the head of
the Karakash the ground was carpeted with bright flowers. A yellow Primula, the
Androsace, grew in wide patches. Two or three species of Saussurea, some small €ruci-
Jere, a blue Nepeta, a liguminous plant not in flower, Sazifrages, and several other plants
besides the Ewurotia, were common, but there were no shrubs or vegetation of larger
growth.

10. With regard to climate, the most striking points are the extreme dryness and the
extremes of heat and cold. In Changchungmo valley, on July 9th, at a height of 17,000
feet above the sea, the thermometer was 31, at sunrise, 75° at noon in a tent, and 212°
(a black bulb sun thermometer) in the sun’s rays. On the 25th July, in the same place, it
only sunk to 40°at sunrise.

On the first plain, on July 13th and 14th, the thermometer at sunrise was 10° and 13°
July 22nd, on the same plain, it was 19° at sunrise.

On the third salt plain (elevation 16,000 feet), the thermometer on July 18th, stood at 4°
at sunvise.

At Londing, near the Karakash, on July 19th and 20th, the minimum temperature was
22° and 24°. It was evident that extreme nocturnal cold lasts the greater part of the year
on these elevated plateaus, and it probably freezes every night. The cold was, however,
decidedly less towards the end than at the beginning of July. On the evening of July 16th
it began to snow, and continued nearly all mght, and in the morning the whole plain was
covered to the depth of an inch or two; this all disappeared in a few hours., Rain is
probably unknown in these vegions.

In the valley of the Karakash we seemed suddenly to enter a warmer climate, so great
was the contrast after the open plains, and the more advanced state of the vegetation
showed the same. In the daytime the heat of the sun was intense. I was forced to leave
my sun thermometer in Changchungmo, but I am sure that the sun was as hot on the
northern plains as in that valley, where the thermometer rose to 212° (more than 30° above
the hoiling point of water). There can hardly be another country in the world where the
thermometer rises from 4° {0 212°in a [ew hours. The cold at night evidently accounts
for vegelalion being so scanty, even in places well supplied with water. All the lakes,
fresh and salt, and generally the ruuning streams, were partially frozen in the mornings.

Another point to be noticed in the climate was the constancy and the regularity of the
winds.

Duiing the forenoon the wind was always light and uncertain, blowing more or less from
the south. In the afternoon it veered round to the west and north-west, and blew steadily,
and by evening rose to almost a hurricane from the same quarter; three or four hours
after sunset it fell again, and went round to the north, and in the morning blew a gentle but
cold air from the east. This occurred every day, but the further north we went the earlier
in the alternoon the westerly wind rose and the greater was its violeuce.

I did not observe the almost cloudless skies of Ladakh proper, but noticed that clouds
blew up almost every afternoon and disappeared again during the night. This may have
been accidental, as there has been more than the average of cloud this season in Ladakh
itself,

H. Cayley, on Special Duty.

Ladakh, 18 August 1868,
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(Foreign Department.—Political. —No. 197.)
The Governor General of India in Council to the Secretary of State for Indi.

Simla, 2 November 1868.
1. WEe lave the honour to transmit, for the information of Her Majesty’s
Government, a copy of two memoranda drawn up by Mr. J. D. Forsyth, the Com.
missioner of the Julinder Division, of which one relates to the present condition
and future prospects of trade with Central Asia. * * * ' *

2. We also forward a copy of the letter from the Punjub Government, under
cover of which the first-mentioned memorandum was received, together with a
trauscript of our reply.

3. You will observe that we have confined our reply, at present, to the com-
mercial aspect of the question. * * * . * * *

Trape wite CENTRAL AsIA.
(No. 1.)

From 1. H. Thornton, Esq., Secretary to Government, Punjab and its Dependencies,
to W. S. Seton-Karr, Esq., Secretary to Government of India, Foreign Depart-
ment, with Governor General (No. 334-366) ; dated 23 September 1868.

I am desired by the Honourable the Lieutenant-Governor to transmit herewith, for the
consideration of his Excellency the Vicerov in Council, two printsd copies of a memorandum
by Mr. Forsyth, Commissioner of the Julinder Division, on the subject of trade with
Central Asia,

2. Mr. Forsyth, while absent from his post on privilege leave, has availed himself of the
opportunity to visit Ladakh, where he has met large numbers of traders, as well as the envoy
depnted Jast year by the Kooshbegee to the Maharaja of Jamoo, who was then on his way
back to his master in Yarkand. From the former he has obtained much information
regarding the present state and future prospects of trade with Tibetan Tartary, a good deal
of which has been embodied in this paper; while he has succeeded in inducing the envoy to
return to Yarkund by the Changchungmo route, which is now known to be fur easier than
the ordinary route over the Karakoram range, and with which the envoy, in the last
letter received from him by Mr. Forsyth, expiesses himself highly pleased so far as he had
goric. A very full and valuable account of this route, so faras it lies within the Maharaja’s
territory, has been submitted by Dr. Cayley, who has recently traversed it; and so soun as
the letter-press shall have been corrected and revised by that gentleman, a copy wili be
forwarded for the information of Government.

3. Without entering here into the political and military questions discussed by Mr. Forsyth
in the latter part of his pamphlet, regading which opinions will necessarily differ, the
Lieutenant-Governor trusts that it will be found to contain much that is of great value at
the present time in connection with Central Asian trade, and the modes in which it may be
best promoted; and he cousiders this officer entitled to great credit for the energy and
persistence with which he has followed up this subject and thus lar completed his inquiries,
by visiting in person the only locality at which inlormation on the subject is at present
largely obtainable. His pamphlet fully bears out the account given by Dr. Cayley in the
documents already submitted to Government ; and all appear, in His Honour's judgwent,
very clearly to show how important this trade is likely to become, if due attention be paid
and encouragement given to it by Government, at the present juncture.

4. The appointment of a representative or consul (designated in the Tartar countries an
Akshil) from amongst the more intelligent of the subjects of the Kooshbegee, is 2 measure
which ‘the Lieutenant-Governor considers especially deserving of consideration, This
measure has been, on several occasions, proposed heretofore, and was suggested to the
authorities at the India House by the undersigned on his late visit 1o England, with the
concurrence, it is believed, of Sir Robert Montgomery, the late Licutenant-Governor. It is
one which can be readily carried out, if Yakub Kooshbegee_assgnt toit, without runuing the
risk of compromising our Government in any way ; while it will show hat the importanee
of the trade is appreciated, and will be Produguve, if judiciously carred out, of much
advantage and support to our subjects trading with Yarkand or other parts of the Koosh-
begee’s dominions. Itis a measure which is universally adopted by the Tartar races, and
those who have commercial dealings with them, for the regulation of all matters connected
with trade; and His Honour trusts that, in the event of fiiendly advances being made by
the Kooshbegee, of which there is now little doubt, he may be authorised to cairy it out
with that ruler's assent.

(signed) T. H. Thornton, .
Secretary to Government, Punjab,
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(ExTRACT.}—MEeMORANDUM BY M. Forsyth, oN TRape with CENTRAL Asia.

(No. 2.)

In my report of the 4th July last, a detailed account was given of an interview with
Dewan Nebhel Chund, Minister of His Highness the Maharaja of Cashmere, which resulted
in the subuiission of proposals to establish a large tair at Leb, in Ladakh. His Honor the
Lieutenant-Governor wus pleased to approve of these proposals; and his Highness the
Maharaja also according a hearty assent, issued the necessarv notices, and dispatched one
nlf his confidential servants to meet me at Leh, and make all the necessary arrangements for
the fr.

Mohamad Nazr, Vakeel of Yakub Beu, Kooshbegee, on his return from Cashmere
delaycd s departure Irom Leh, on purpose to ascertain the nature of these arrancements. '

Wuzeer Ge-lacn of Mundi, one ot the most influential personages and Iarge-;l traders
in this part of the country, hearing what was g iny on, asked permission to accompany we
on the journey, and rendeied most valuable aid by his counsel.

Tara Chund, Hon.vary Magistrate of Lahoul, also accompanied me.

Two years ago, when the question of opening out trade with Ladakh and Central Asia was
first broached, the state uf aflairs looked very unpromising.

The road from Kulu through the outlying British province of Lahoul was scarcely
passable for luden animale. As I travelled along Lahoul towards the frontier, in 1866, my
ears were assailed by continuous complaints of the oppression, exaclions, and positive
plunder of our traders by the Ladakh ofticials. The recognised duties were so heavy as to
become prohibitive, and yet they were mild compared with the illegal cesses extorted by
the officials. Whilst I was passing through Lahoul, the Maharaja’s azents were going from
village to village levying tribute trom British subjects for the benefit of their master.

Beyond the Cashmere border we knew little of whut events were taking place, beyond
the fact that the Mahoniedans had cast off the Chinese voke, and with it all commercial
connection with the East, and their necessity was evidenily our opportunity ; but beyond
this one encouraging fact there was little to oppose to th- opinion expressed by many that
the idéa of cpening out commerce with Central Asia by sucn a line was purely chimerical,

Within the short spuce of two years, however, everything has changed.

At a comparatively insignificant cost, not more than 500 /. having been expended up to
the present time, the road Irom Kulu to the Ladakh border has been rendered passable for
laden animals.  Rivers have been bridged, steep ascents have bLeen reduced to easy
gradients, and for another sum ¢f 500 L. the whole road will be rendered complete.

The tribute paid to Cashmere has been abolished; duties have been reduced; uppres-
sions and exactions by Ladakh officials have beeen abandoned; instead of the former system
of impressing porters without payment, now, thanks to the Maliaraja’s liberal orders and to
Doctor Cayley's watchfulness, full hire is paid to every man for his services. Now joy and
gladuess reign throughout Ladakl, and the utmost content and gratitude are expressed by
the numerous traders t. be met with on the roud.

Moreover, instead of beinu met with opposition by the Maharaja’s agents, and with
gloomy forebodings as to the destruction of Cashmere monopolies, we now have the
Mabaraja and all his agents fully alive 10 the advantage of fice trade, and each vieing with
the other in endeavouriuy to foster and extend the tiade, which they so lately tried to
stifle.

From Yarkand and Kashgar the traders and travellers bring encouraging accounts of
tranquillity and a vigorous government under Yakub Beg, Kooshbegee. Apd all unite in
expiessing the earnest desire of the ruler and his people to see trade with Hindostan fully
developed.

Arrived at Leh, it was surprising to « bserve the crowded state of the bazaar, and the
piles of gouds brought from Yarkand, Cashmere, and the Punjab, heaped up in the houses
or in the court-yards behind.

Leh is in itself aa insignificant place; the chief town of a sparsely-populated poor
country, which can maintain little or no trade. But it is important as being the
entrepdt of commerce between distant countries, of the vigorius vitality of which ample
proof is afforded by the evidence of one’s senses.

The return of imports and exports about to be furnished by Dr. Cayley will show the
state of the market at the present time. 1t 1s adniitted that the bulk of the season’s mer-
chandise is yet on the toad : and as yet the news of the measures taken to facilitate
commerce have not been made fully known,  Still it may be noted as a satisfactory com-
mencement that the amount of transactions this year will be about double that of last year.

This trade is now to be stimulated by the establishment of a fair at Leh in the autumn
of every year. And 10 make this a success it was necessary to arrive at some computation
of the demand and supply of the differer:t articlee. Time alone can adjust the market
properly, but experience of what occurred n establishing the Palampur fair taught that, in
order to guard againet disappointment and loss, it was necessary to make and publish some
kind of estimate of the articles most likely to be in demand.

A weeting of traders, therefore, was held to discuss commercial matters. The conversa-
tion was first directed to the road by which Yarkand and Turkestan are generally supplied
with goods.

1t appears, from the statements of traders, that of late years English goods have been
sent in large quantities by Dera Iswael Khin and Peshawur to Bokhara, and thence by

Kokan
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Kokan to Kashgar aud Yarkand, an. have comprted successtully with oods brousht from
Russia. It will be observed by a glance at the map 1h:t eommerce thus takes a very
circuitous route, double the tinie being consumed on the journey which would be taken by
the direct route.

The reason for this which would naturally suggest itself to one’s mind 15 the unfavourable
character of the road over the Himalayas, and this was essumed when inquiry was made or'
tbe traders, But it is a fact worthy of notice that they all at once replied, in an emphutic
manner, that the cause of the stoppage of trade by the direct route wus solely the excessive
levy of duties by ihe Cashmere Government. As proof of this they pointed to the presence
in the meeting of many traders who never came to Leh before, but who had now been
induced to venture by the announcement of a reduction of duties.

There was no inclination to make iight of the difficulties of the road, but theyv declared
that this would not hinder trade if the fiscai burden were lightened. This fact is important,
and gives encouravement; for, as will be shown presently, there is every prospect of our
being able 10 improve the road greatly.

They next pointed out, as a hindrance, the difficulty of getting carriage. Owing to the
smalluess of the traffic along this line, no attempt had been made 10 provide animals for
burden bevond what could be obtained from the neighbouring shepherds or landowers. A
few men at different places kept ponies and yaks for hire; aud, as th= supply was limited,
not only could the prices be unduly raised, bt often yreat and vexatious delays would be
caused by enforced halts till animals which had carried onwards a previoue batch of mer-
chandise could return.

Between Leh and Amritsir merchants have to change their carriage five times,

Now, on the Bokhara and Kokan line it was represented that, owing to the wealth of the
traders and the greater traffic, no such difficulty exists.

But this is an evil easily remediable. It is quite evident that, it having been once de-
termined to give a stimulus to trade, it will be worth while for carriage owners to increase
their supply.  All that is requisite is some kind of guarantee that if wore cattle be put on
the line, the trade will be sufficient 1o employ them all.

Wuzeer Goshaon aud Tara Chund at once agreed to take up the subject as regards the
road through British territory, and have already commenced arrangements by which carriage
will be more plentiful and cheaper,

The discussion then was turied to the state of the road between Ludakih and Turkestan.
Hitherto only one line has been used, which crosses the Karakorum ran.e, and is so
exceedingly dangerous and difficult that the traders arelobliged to take three spare horses lor
every one laden, and the calculation is that 25 per cent. of the animals div on the road.
The hire of a horse-load for the journey varies from 42 rupees to 50 rupees. Tiis, of conrse,
increases the cost of Ireight enormously. Yet all this difficulty and expense has not pre-
vented the trade from doubling itsell’ this year, the real obstacle, escessive duties, having
been removed.

Similarly, though in less degrer, the road between Leh and Hindostan has hitherto been
somewhat dangerous and difficult, yet there is a large class of the population of Bussahir,
Lahoul, Cham%a, and the lower hills, whose iiving entirely depends on this trade.

For these persons the improvements now being undertaken by the British Government
will render the road so easy that itis hoped that a reduction of 25 per cent. in the cost of
carriage may be made.

As regards the Central Asian trade, it is a matter of the greatest importauce that the
route which two years ago was pointed to, when the subject was first broached. as most
likely to prove perfectly easy for laden animals, has now been prenounced by Dr. Cayley,
who has travelled over it, to be thoroughly practicable even for lade) camels. By the
Changchungmo route all the difficult passes of the Karakoram are avoided. Instead of
having to mareh for six days consecutively without finding a blade of grass fov their cattle,
as over the Karakoram, the traders will find grass, wood, and water in ubundance along
the Changchungmo line. Three places only are without grass, and these are not at
consecutive halts, so that fodder can be carried without difficulty for one stage when
necessary. Thus the towns of Yarkand and Khotan can be reached without any risk of
life or injury, by an easy undulating road, as quickly as by the difficult, inhospitable
Karakoraw route. ] N .

It is often said by persons not accustomed to travel in these high regions, that it is
impossible for trade to pass with any ease over such high elevations as 18,000 or 19,000
feet ; but the best answer is experience and fact. Trade not only does pass by these routes,
but shows a tendency to increase.

The fact is that mere elevation, within certain limits, is no obstacle to progress. When
the traveller has reached the plains of Rupsbu or Ladakh he is already at a great clevation,
perhaps 15,000 feet. The passes above him do not rise more than 2,000 or 3,000 leet,
and the ascent is geneially over an easy slope.

It is well known that, though four passes have to be crossed lLetween Kulu and Leh, the
only one of which traders speak with any fear is the lowest, the Rotang. This pass i- only
13,000 feet high, but owing to its vicinity to the rainy tracks of Hindostan, its sides are
washed by frequent rains inio deep raviues, or are carried away by constant avalanches of
snow. As we travel further north, and escape the influence of the rains, we find but little
snow lying on the passes, and there being less action on the soil, the mountain slopes are
scarcely ever cut into ravines.
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The consequence is that from the Bara Lacha Pass to the Changchungmo the passage
over the mountain, rising as high as 19,000 feet, is only the surmounting of a succession of
vast undulations which offer no obstacle to enterprising traders,

I may perbaps be asked how, when such an easy road exists, it has never been used.
No satisfactory answer has as yet been given, beyond the ussertion that for many years the
route was forbidden by some former ruler of Ladak. Anyhow, whatever be the reason, we
have now only to deal with the fact that ihe route, though practicable, was closed till now.
Whilst I am writing this, a trader who has ventured over the road points out a still shorter
route for a portion ot the way, by which two days’ march may be saved ; and doubiless,
it proper persons be employed to survey the whole line, most satisfactory results will le
obtained ; meanwhile, the Yarkand Vakeel, accompanied by a party of Panjab traders ani
horse-loads of Kungra tea, is about to take the Changchungmo roule to Yarkand, and thus
open the line for future caravans.

[f negotiations were opened with Yakub Beg, Kooshbegee, hie has the power, and we are
assured has also the will, to secure the dircct route by lgokiar to Yarkand from the depre-
dations of the Kunjotee robbers, thus rendcring a still shorter line available for trade.

There is another route between Yarkand, Khoten, and Hindostan, which, passing through
a corner of Chinese Tartary, impinges on the Hindostan and Thibet road. This, if opened
out, would be still more favourable than the Changcliungmo route. But this road can only
be opened by a negotiation with the Pckin authornities.

It will now be interesting to notice the profits on trcnsactions between Yarkand and
Hindostan by this route in its present state, and I am indebted to the frank declarations of
the traders for the following statements :—

As all traffic is carried on horses or mules, for which the standard load is three maunds, or
240 lbs. English weight, almost all calculations are made on this basis.

A horse-load of piece goods then is thus computed :—

Cost Price Carriage
Weight. in Carriage to on to
Calcutta. Lel. Yarkend.
Pieces. Seers, Rs. Rs, Rs.
Longcloth - - - - - 10 36 80 — —
Muslins - - - - - 20 156 100 —_ —
Figured cloth - - - - 20 15 GO —_ —
Shirting - - - - - 20 30 150 —_ —
Linen - - - - - - 20 25 100 — —_
Torar - - - 90 121 490 44 42
Rs.
Thus we heve total cost of one horse-load and carriage to Yarkand - - - - 576
Add duty at Leh, at 5 per cent. - - - - - - - . - . 25
Ditto  at Yarkand - - - - - - - - - - - - 18
Hire of servants - - - - - - - - - - - - - 11
GraNp Torar - - - Ra 630

Now the goods will realise in Yarkand, according to the price current at present ruling
in that bazaar, as follows:—

Rs.

Long cloth at 18 rupees per piece - - - - 180
Musline » 10 ” » - - - - 200
Flowered Musling ,, 8 » ” - - - - 160
Shirting »y 18 . » - - - - 260
Linen » 10 » ” - - - - 200
ToraL- - - - 1,000

Deduct Cost- - 630

Net Profit - - - Rs. 370=£.37.

Broadcloth ;: —This is purchased in Calcutta at 5 rupees, or 10 shillings, per yard. To
this has to be added 2 annas per rupee for cost of carriage to Yarkand, and 1 anna 6 pie
per rupee for duty, Thus the total cost of a yard of broadcloth landed at Yarkand is
Rs. 6. 1. 6., for which the price obtainable at present in that bazaar is from 8 to 9 rupees
per yard.

Spices :—
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Spices :—These are taken by the mule load :—

Rs.

Three maunds cost at Amritsir - - - . . . 49

Add carriage to Leh - - - - - - - . 30

Ditto - on te Yarkand - - . - B . 42

Duty - - - - - - - - - - 4

Torar - - - Rse| 118

Price of spices at Yarkand, at 60 rupees per maund - - | 180

Net Profit - - 62

Three maunds of Kangra Tea, at one rupee per pound - - 240

Carriage to Yarkand - - - - - - - - 65

Duty at Leh - - - - - - - - - 24

Torar - - - Rs. | 329

Price of three maunds tea in Yarkand, ut 4 rupees per pound | 960
Net Profit - - Rs. | 631=£.63 24.

One trader informed me that last year he purchased the commonest green tea in Calcutta
at six annas per pound, and sold it in Yarkand for four rupees per pound.

Goat Skins : —There is a large trade in these :—

. Rs,

The cost price in the Punjab is - - - per score 10
To which add for freight - - - - - » 10
Torar - - - Rs | 2o

These sell in Yarkand for 30 and 35 rupees per score; and whereas for all other articles
4 certain amount of barter is necessary these skins are sold only for cash.

We may now take the profil on these chief aiticles of import.

Pushm, or finest Turfani shawl wool.

The cost price of this article in Yarkand is 20 rupees per maund.

A horse load may be thus computed :—

Rs.
Three maunds pushm - - - - - - - . 60
Carriage to Amritsir - - - - - - - - 72
Duty at Leh - - - - - - . - - 3

fTota - - - Re | 135

This wool was sold last year at Amritsir at 120 rupees per maund.

Rs.
Thus, three maunds - - - - - - - - | 360
Deduct cost - - e e - . - -f 135

Net Profit - - - Rs.| 225=£.22 10s.

Rs,
Churrus :—Hemp juice, finest quality, 3 maunds, at 40 rupees - - | 120
Carriage - - - - - . . . . . 72
Duty at Leh - - . - - - - - . 6

) Torar - - - Rs. | 198
This sells in the Punjab at 130 rupee® per maund, 3 meunds 390

Net Profit - - s, | 192

Silk :—Of the finest quality comes from Khoten, in which every house is said to contain
silkworrs. The profit on this article, when sold in the Punjab, is not less than 50, and has
been as high as 200 per cent.

From the foregoing statement, which has been carefully prepared, it will be seen that,
after paying all duties, and a heavy rate for carriage, at least 50 per cent. profit is to he
obtained from trade by this direct route, By the adoption of the Changchungmo route, the
cost of carriage from Leh to Yarkand will be reduced one-half, and by the improvement of
the road between Leh and Kangra and the increase of supply a reduction of 25 per cent.
will be made in he cost,

‘There is, therefore, 2 very large margin for reduction of prices in Yarkand, and stili
English goods, imported by this; direct route, will be able toj compete successfully wih
Russian goods.
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The next joint brought before the meeting was the quuntity of each urticle of commerce
in demand, and the quantity that could be supplicd.

Shaw! wool may be taken first as being the most important, inasmuch as the idea ot free
trade in this witicle caused the greatesi alarm to the Maharajah, and induced his English
supporters to cry out against the supposed destruction of the Cashmere monopoly.

The demand for this article in Cashmere is fixed at 1,200 loads. Beyond  this quantity
the article cannot be utilized by the prosent number of hands in the factories. Any quantity
beyond this amount then that is imported from Yarkand may be sent (o Hindostan. Now
the supply of this shiawl wool is practically liniited only by the demand, any quantity being
procurable; and this at once dispels the fears of the Cashmere shawl merchauts, and re-
futes the srguments of the monopoli<t party.

Tea :—We know, from Mr. Lumley’s Report and from the statements of the Yarkand
merchants, that this article can be taken in suy quantities to Turkestan, and, as has been
already shown, at most remuunerative prices,

Tlie same remark applics to almost all arucles of trade.

Regarding tea and English piece goods, the merchants complained that the liberal orders
of 1he Maharajah of Cashmere had 1n reality proved to be a burden on trade ; for whereas
formerly tea passed tree, and piece goods were only subjected to a duty of Rs. 4. 11. per
horse load, according to last year’s rates, now they are all’ taxed equally, at 5 per cent. on
the cost price, and a horse loud of piece goods has to pay 25 rupees. What action ought
to be taken on these representations I do not venture to suggest; but I may point
out, as a fact, that the result of our eflorts to facilitate the introduction of English™ goods
into the Turkestan market has been to increase heavily the duty on the most important
articles.

Thus far, with the exception above mentioned, the work ofopening out trade has pro-
ceeded satisfactorily, and the present Wuzeer, Akbar Ali Shah, is showing himself most
energetic in carrying out the orders of his sovereign.

But it was forcibly [ointed out by the assemble! traders that all these efforts to open
out commerce with Central Asia were likely to prove unavailing, unless some guarantee could
be obtained for the stability of the government in Yarkand. Many of the merchants present
related how u few years ago they had embarked in this trade, and had lost all in the turmoil
which followed the expulsion of the Chinese.

A similar petition for protection was presented by traders, when the subject was first
broached, and it was because of the necessity for securing our traders from loss, when the
idra of a mission across the border was abandoned, that the idea of a fair in our territory
was started. At such a fair our traders could transact business in perfect safety, and the
foreigners who came into our teiritory could return with their goods without fear of
molestation.

Now, however, the case is different, the request is not for protection from oppression in
Yarkand, but for the continuance of a government which affords protection and facilities
to commerce. )

This request was put forward by the Yarkand portion of the traders, whilst the Hindoo
werchants, disinclined to discuss political questions so lar beyond their reach, preferred a
more modest request, that the consular or Akshali system might be put on a uiore satis
factory footing. This sysiem has been described so frequently that it will be unnecessary
to say more than that, whilst Kokan and Badakhshan are efficiently represented, the
interests of the Hindostan traders are but indifferently cared for by an Akshal, who calls
himsel{ the Cashmere representative. Yet this man really owes no allegiance to Cashmgre,
and ts under no kind of control. Hitherto, by some extraordinary misapprehension, owing
most probably to the entire absence of any manifestation on our part, the people of
Turkestan have imbibed the impression that the English in India are subordinate to the
Malarajali of Cushmere; and when the Kooshbegee dispatched an envoy to seek the
Iriendship aud aid of the Maharajah, le sent him to the ruler of Jummoo and Delhi. The
Hindoo British subjects then, who desire to trade with Yarkund, pointed out the necessity
for some change in the consular system, and prayed that they might be placed undera
consul of their own, and not be compelled to appear in the Yarkund markets as the subjects
of England’s tributary. )

This leads me 10 detail an interesting conversation held the following day with Umr Bai,
Kafila Bashee, or trader of the caravans, the trusted agent and adviser of Yakub Beg,
Kooshbegee. ~This man has for many years past held a high place amongst the trading
community of Kashgar and Yarkand, and was employed in the councils of the Chinese
Ambans. ~ His frank manner and high character for probity and generosity have rendered
him an object of respect to all the Yarkand merchants, and doubtless i.n_duce'd Yakub Beg to
place reliance on him as an agent. He described Yakub Beg’s position in Turkestan as
firmly established. The ouly Chief of note who could give him any trouble, Buzurg Khan
Tora, is uow an exile in Leh, This individual was the nominal ruler sent forf.h to recover
Turkestan from the Chinese with Yakub Beg as the real conqueror. He is the son of
Jehangeer Khan, the descendant of the former rulers of Yarkand, prior to Chinese
annexation, who was betrayed to, and beheaded by, the Chinese in 1828. o

The present then seems to be a most lavourable opportunity for us to endeavour 1n iriendly
concert with Russia to establish in Turkestan a kind of neutral ground on which our traders
may meet and interchange goods. Yakub Beg, assured of freedom from interference, would
be loth to incur the displeasure of the two European powers by injuring these merchants ;
and Russia, having obtained a footing in Kashgar by our aid, could not pretend to_arl\);

righ
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right to exclude our goods. We may rather argue from the pictore which Mr. Lumley hus
drawn of her necessities, that Russia will be unly 100 glad to have an easy and expeditious
road for the transport of tea opened out to the province of Semipalatinsk.

APPENDIX showing the PRoFIT per Cent. on Goops Exported from Hindostan
to Yarhand.

[ The calculation is made on the borse-load o1 goods. ]

|
Cost Price at C‘(iroisnl :{lo i Tuu.sl Cost Price Proit
ARTICLE. Market where anlglnd \ Price in current in Net Profit.
purchased. and Duty. i Yekund. Yarkoud. per Cenr.
!
Rs. Ry. I Rs. Rs. Its. Rs.
Piecc goods - - - 490 140 4 630 1,000 370 584
Spices - - - 42 76 ! 18 180 62 524
Tea - - - 240 b9 ]i 329 96 631 1913
Goat-skine - - - 100 70 ! 170 300 130 764
!
Fine broad cloth -« - 1,200 112 1,312 1,920 608 47

APPENDIX

showing the ProriT per Cent. on Goops Exported from Yarkand to
Hindostan.

[The calculation is made on the horse-load of goods.]

Cost Price Cast of Total Cost Price P
; rofit
. Carriage to Price in - Net Profit
ARTICLS, in Hindostan rice curreot in et Prefil. ce
Yearkand, and Duty. Hindostan. Hindostan. per Cent.
Ra. Rs. Hs, Rs. Ry, Ra.
Shawl-wool - - - 60 75 135 350 225 166
Churrus - - - 120 78 198 390 192 a7
Silk - - . - 300 87 387 4900 513 132

(ExTrAcTs. }—From W. S. Neton-Karr, Esq,, Secretary to Government of India, Foreign
Department, with Governor General, to T. H. Thornton, Esq., p.c.L., Secretary to
Government of Punjab (No. 1254); dated 28 October 1868.

[ am directed by his Excellency the Viceroy and Governor Geuneral in Council to
acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 23rd of September last,.N.u. 834-366,
forwarding copies of a memorandum drawn up by Mr. T. D. Forsyth, Commissioner of the
Julinder Division, on the subject of irade with Central Asia, and conveying the upinion
of His Honour the Lieutenant Governor of the importance of the trade in yuestion, and of
the encouragement which may be lawfully given to the same by the Government of
India.

3. The thanks of the Governwent are due to Mr. Forsyth for the interest which he has
teken in this question, and for the amount of valuable information which he has collected
as to the character of the trade, the cost and mode of conveyunce, the details of the mer-
chandise, the opinions entertained by the traders, the administration, and probable senti-
ments of Yakoob Koosh Begi, and the possibility of increasing our commerce with, and
extending our infiuence in, Central Asia.

4. I am uow directed to convey to you the uvpinion of his Excellency in Council on
Mr. Forsyth’s proposals, and to state the precise men-ures which, in consequence, and iu
the present condition of our information, is Excellency in Council deems 1t prudent and
politic to adopt.

5. His Excellency in Council will be willing to sanction the disbursement of a sum of
5,000 rupees to attan some ol the objects aimed at in Ml F_ursyth s communication, viz.:
tI;e improvement of the means of communication in the direction of Yarkand by the Chang-
chungmo Pass,

6. His
384.
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. 6. His Excellency in Council is, however, inclined to doubt if any extensive or highly
important trade can spring up between India and Eastern Turkestan, {;nwever mugh it ma

be fostered ty the British Government or its representatives. The route appears too loné
and the obstacles too many for such a result to come to pass. No doubt the measures
which have lately been adopted will give the trade a considerable stimulus ; still, in the
very nature of things, and looking to the modes of conveyance by which merchandize is to
be transported over such a country, even though some of the highest passes can be uvoided
the trade will remain comparatively limited in character. ’

7. His Excellency in Council, however, consents that negotiations fov the encouragement
of trade shall be at once opened with Yakoob Beg, the ruler of Yarkand, by such n?ode of
communication as the Lieutenant Governor may find to be expedient and feasible, and that
an Akshal, being a native of Yarkand or its neighbourhoo, shull be selected and liberally
paid by the Indian Government as its representative in that country. AL the ame time
his Excellency in Ccuncil thinks it most desirable that the person oh whom the choice of
Government may fall should be one in whom full confidence can be reposed as regards
credit, respectability, and tact, inasmuch as it is not easy to perceive how, at such a dis-
tance, any effective coutrol or supervision over such a person can be exercised.

11. It would be difficult, his Lxcellency in Council thinks, at preseat to form, from
Mr, Forsyth’s information, a reliable estimate of the pecuniary value of the trade likely to
spring up. His Excellency in Council thinks that, in comparison with the large figures
with which officials in India are in the habit of dealing, the statistics of trade with Central
Asia must be, far a long time, comparatively insignificant. On the other hand, if measured
n its moral and politicai aspects, his Excellency in Council admits that such a traffic may
be of no inconsiderable interest and importance.

12. What is required to give confidence to the traders, and an impulse to commerce, is
some clear and tangible proof that the Government of India is in earnest in its desire to
foster commercial relations between India and Turkesitan. Not only therefore will the
money which it is proposed to devote to the object of opening up the road be we!l laid out,
but the Government may also very legitimately use 1ts influence to induce the rulers or
inhabitants of the territory through which the road chiefly passes to do their uimost to
improve it, and thus to facilitate the traffic and the intercourse between the two countries,
and so to make the traders really acquainted with the resources of India, the character of
its rulers, and the objects of its admimistration.

13. This trade, though statistically small, does possess certain elements of importance.
It is carried on, in part, by enterprising British subjects, natives of India, who are entitled
to British protection according to our usual policy ; and, in part, by Astatic foreigners lrom
remote regions, whom we wish to impress, so far as may be politic and practicable, with a
sense of our resources, power, and prestige.

14. Fortunately, too, its amount and importance, though, as already intimated, small
when compared with owr own internal trade and with our exports and imports by sea, is
quite sufficient to afford us a fair reason for manifesting an interest in Central Asia: for
expending reasonable sums of money, for lending countenance to some of Mr. Forsyth’s
proposals, and for the establishment of an agent to watch over our cominercial interests.

15. There is a good deal in these papers relative to the hope of the production of large
quantities of tea in the British Himalayan regions for the consumption of willions of
Russian subjects. To keep this in view is both commendable and prudent. Buu the con-
sequences are too remote, 1ot to say improbable, to have any material influence on present
considerations. Thai good tea, suited to foreign markets, can be profitably grown m mo-
derate quantities in the Himalayas has been placed beyond doubt.  But when the proba-
bility o(}a large increase in production aud in the consumption of that article is considered,
the aspect of the case alters entirely. The Himalayan districts, suited by climate, eleva-
tion, and other facilities, to the growth of tea, are mostly {though not all) chinly peopled ;
and when attempts are made to extend the cultivation largely, then there will arise all the
well-known difficulties about transport and labour; which difficulties, if overcome eventually,
require executive interference, time and atlention, and, possibly, legislative enactments.
This is one of several reasons why tco sanguine expectations must not be called forth by
the cultivation of tea gardens, and why it may be long before Himalayan tea can compete
with the old-establizhed cultisation in' the well-peopled and highly civilised districts of
China.

16. For the general interests of whatever real trade there may now be, or may be called
into existence, the establishment of fairs is most importunt. ‘The fair at Palampore, in the
Kangra district, the fair contemplated at Leb, in Ladakh, are each of sterling value. More-
over, such institutions afford to our officials the means of seeing traders and travellers from
the very countries under consideration, and of thus acquiring information which might not
be otherwise obtainable.

17. The Government of India has thought il necessary to state clearly, and at scme
length, its own views in regard to the commercial aspect of this question, 1 order to pre-
vent the growth of over-sanguine expectations, and to lay down the poiuts to which action

should be at present confined, These are, as stated, the expenditure of money on the roadjl
an
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and bridges, and the appointment of a paid akshal or agent; and it is only pecessary to
add that the frontier authorilies may at all times use every endeavour to ecquire more
accurale and detailed information regarding the country and people beyond the ﬁimalayas,
as well as to promote trade, and to generate respect, esteem, and confidence, by advice, by
personal intercourse, and by all legitimate means in their power.

(Political, No. 44.)
The Secretary of State for India to the Governor General of India in Council.

India Office, 25 February 186¢9.
1. Tue letter of your Excellency’s Government, No. 197, of the 2nd November
1868, in the Foreign Department, Political, which encloses much interesting
correspondence relating to the present condition and future prospects of trade
with Central Asia, has been fully considered by me in Council.

2. The zeal and ability which Mr. Forsyth, the Commissioner of the Julinder
Division of the Punjab, has manifested in his investigation of this important
subject, have elicited the warm approbation of the Lieutenant Governor of the
Punjab and of your Excellency’s Government, and 1 have much satisfaction in
expressing my full appreciation of the excellent service rendered by this
meritorious and enterprising officer.

3. The information which has been furnished by Mr. Forsyth relating to the
prospect of so improving the communications between India and Central Asia,
by the way of Ladakh, as greatly to facilitate the transit of goods between the
two countries, is very satisfactory as far as it goes. Already he states, “ At a
comparatively insignificant cost, not more than 500 I. having been expended up
to the present time, the road from Kulu to the Ladakh border has been rendered
passable for laden animals. Rivers have been bridged, steep ascents have been
reduced to easy gradients, and for another sum of 500 /. the whole road will be
rendered complete.” Your Excellency’s Government, however, takes a less san-
guine view of the commercial advantages which are likely to result from these
measures, It is doubted whether “any extensive or highly important trade can
spring up between India and Eastern Turkestan, however much it may be
fostered by the British Government or its representatives.” Still, with reference to
the moral and political aspects of the question, your Government admits that
such a traffic as may reasonably be expected “ may be of mo inconsiderable in-
terest and importance,” and you, therefore, observe that ‘““not only will the
money which it is proposed to devote to the object of opening out the road be
well laid out, but the Government may also very legitimately use its influence
to induce the rulers or inhabitants of the territory, through which the road
chiefly passes, to do their utmost to improve it, and thus to facilitate the traffic
and the intercourse between the two countries, and so to make the traders rcally
acquainted with the resources of India, the character of its rulers, and the objects
of its administration.”

4. In these sentiments Her Majesty’s Government concur. They observe with
pleasure that already some satisfactory results have been developed in the
territories subject to the Maharajah of Cashmere. Mr. Forsyth states that
¢ duties have been reduced ; oppressions and exactions by Ladakh officials have
bee<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>